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31 arms recovered

Law enforcing agencies

remvtn:d 31 firearms till

i yesterday, the 28th

day of the nationwide drive

for’ fllegal arms. to
Election Commission,

also recovered 235 bullets

and 13 explosives, and ar-
Lt e
C . u unautho-
rlouf“ of arms, re-
ports UNB. -

Young house wife
commits suicide

PIROJPUR. Jan

leacdtuheH

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 17: Po-
anhlaqmnlrlldtndlyu-

rested 18 dacoits
woman from
middle

regular payment of their
mnnthl}r remuneration. re-

of the cafeteria of

watcr ﬁ:ctm ::dppl;'a:f

reports UNB.

SAARC docs' assoc
to be formed

KATHMANDU, Jan 17:
South Asian countries will

form a r nal beody of
physicians achieve better
cooperation in tom-
mon health in the

al. local press reports
%,acmmxm-

- tion
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A total of 1,987 nomina- '

tion papers were filed for
the ebruary 15 parliamen-
tary election till the 5 pm
deadline yesterday.
The Election Cummlﬂsiun

“will scrutinise the nomina-

tion papers today while the
last date for wlthdrawa] of
candidature is January 21.
The three-major opposi-
es — Awami League,

Jatiya and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — for holding
of the election under a neu-
tral caretaker government,
rdram:ad‘ﬁ'om ng nomina-
tion

luECluurccn

the | who filed the
nomination pl were from
the ruling B Freedom

Party. Islami Shuhlmm
‘Andalon, Muslim League,
Gano Adhikar Front, Progo-
tllhll Ganotantrik Shakti,

aN k Sangati, Khe-
"fmﬁﬂ' Al-
liance and Jatiya Jmpt:rgrty

In four constituencies

By Staff Correspondent

only one nomination paper
each was filed. The only can-
didates in the four con-
slituencies are Fazlur Rah-
man in Natore-1. Barrister
Salam Talukdar in Jamalpur-
4. A 5 M Nazmul Huda in
Mymensingh-3°and Sha Chi
Pru in Parboitta Bandarban.

No Opposition,

BNP contact
By Staff Correspondent

No contacts took place
between the ruling BNP and
the mainstream Opposition
yesterday for a consensus on
participation in the Fuhmax}'
15 general elections. |

e did not have any con-
tact with the Opposition to-
day. In my view, the process
of negotiation to bring the
major opposition parties to
the coming polls cannot con-
tinue with the expiry of

See Page 12 col 7
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1987 nominations |
filed till closing

The highest number of 18
nomination papers were sub-
mitted in Luxmipur-3 consti-
luency.

Our Sirajganj Correspon-
dent adds that eight persons
submitted their nominatjons
vesterday raising the total
number to 35 in the seven
constituencies of the district.
Mentionably Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia has also
filed nomination paper in
Sirajganj-2 constituency.

ur Narayanganj corre-
spondent reports: More than
30 nomination papers were
submitted with election of-
fices in the district terday
amid the dawn-to-dusk har-
tal. Of those, five were from
BNP and 19 were indepen-
dent candidates. The rest
were from smaller parties.

Our Barisal Correspondent
adds that 53 nomination pa-
pers were filed in the seven
constituencies of the district.
The number of nomination

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Standard Charlered

_None requested EC

to defer polls

By Staff Correspondent |

- ./The Election Commission
did not receive any request
from any Ehtlml party tﬂIl] ugt

yester to further s

fm he election :;:h edule.

-"Now we have to go ahead
with the elections in the
and’ the election

:nuntz
| rules not allow us to re-

verse the proceeding- of the
nomination,” said Justice Md
ﬁ Jalil, Election Commis-

“'l'!td there been reques
ﬁ'ﬂlllhe litical

other two or three days.” he
wmnﬁyﬁwmm‘m.

RS o

There were widespread
lation that the nomina-
tion filing date would be
rescheduled once again be-
cause there had been efforts
till Tuesday to remowve the
BNP-Opposition stand-off
over the issue of caretaker
government to end the lin-
political impasse.
Justice Jalil said that
there was a legal obligation
under Article 11 of the Rep-
resentation of the People
Order, 1972 to hold the elec-
fions at least 15 days after
the date of withdrawal of the

i LR S M

"The problem is. after the
Sve Page 12 €ol' |

Hasina warns
BNP govt, EC to
be blamed for

Consequences
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
warned that the BNP
ernment, the ‘Election -
mission and the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner would be
respansible for any conse-
quence of going for 'one-
party’ elections.

In a statement Hasina said
that the people would not
participate in the ‘farcical
elections' the EC was going
to hold as 'dictated’ by the
government.

She called upon the peo-

ple to refrain {rom: participa
*f&r--—*r

frr- 4 e o pacty’

tions and not to be involved
Ber!’ngc 12 col 7
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hartal yesterday.

- Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition-called
counirywide dawn-to-dusk

hl.rtalzutu'd passed off
and ; large lgaccl‘ul

hu
par normal H
caused partial dlarupﬂtlnn in

road and rail communica-’

tions.

The three major opposi-
tion parties— Awami League.
Jallya Party and Jamaat-e-|s-
lami — and the Left Demo-
cratiec Front (LDF) called the
hartal press their common
demands for resignation of
the Prime Minister and hold-
ing of elections under a neu-
tral carelaker government.

The shutdown coincided
with the last date for filing
nomination papers for ensu-
lng\Par‘.ltmntntary elections.

esterday's hartal was ob-
served amid hectic back-
stage parleys between the
ruling party and the opposi-
tion to end the Iiuca crisis
and widesprea culation
about re- ﬂxlng of l election
schedule
Earlier, on three occa-
sions the Opposition had
called hartals on the dates for
filing and scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers. The poll sched-
ule was revised thrice.

The current phase of the
Opposition agitation also in-
cludes gherao of Election
Commission offices through-
out the country, including
the office of the Chief Elec-
tio1i Commissioner [CEC) in

{2t el |
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Compensation from frozen Iraqi assets

Riyadh likely to give $10m

to Bangladeshi claimants

The government is per-
suading the countries, h
have frozen Ir assets, to
channel funds for meetin
the compensation claims o
Bangladeshis who rcturntd
from Kuwait and Iraq dun
the Gulf War in 1990. accor
ing to official sources here.

Saudi Arabia has been re-
quested to channel directl
to Bangladesh 10 million U

dollars, frozen there from
Iraqi oil-sale proceeds. (he
sources said. udi -
ment has to channel

the fund to Bangladesh. it
was reliably learnt from other

sources.
So far, Tk 1.15 crore
has been as com sa-
tion to returnees. Funds
for compensation to another
11 claimants will be available

anytime. saild the official

By Reaz Ahmad
The United Nations Com-
ensation Commission
UNCC). a Geneva-based body
which work in Decem-
1993, is ed to ap-
ove claims of some 14 000
angladeshis by March next.
Earlier. the UNCC approved
claims of 32 000 gan;{]a
deshis
According to the Kuwait-
Iraq Repatriated Bangladeshi
Association [KIRBA). all its
62.352 members have com-
HCl(?”ﬂn claj?m with the
I‘:I.l’lﬁjl rom 2,500 to
8.000 US nFarl and above
under Category-A B and C.
The 68 returnees who re-
ceived compensations were
under Category-B.  said Al haj
Md Ali Ashral Khan. Presi-
dent of the KIRBA .
When contacted sources

in the ministries of Foreign
Affairs and Labour and Man-
power explained that
compensation was not
with agpmval of the claims by
the U but was
dent on the availability uf
fund

The [und for co
tton is being raised
UNCC from Ira
frozen in different countries
as there js a UUN-i ban
on sale of oil by Iraq. Other-
wise the fund could be
raised from lraq's earnings

the
's. assels

from oil export, the sources
said.
An official who had a

meeting with the Executive

Director of the UNCC re-

cently told The Daily Star

that availability of fund'l

depended on a deal between
See Page 12 col 8

position now set for

all-out agitation

The mainstream Opposi-
tion is now set for an intense
street campaign to unseat the

t gommmt;d as tthle‘i
a negotll l‘:t
n;nt of thef .
cal crisis fad tenll
with the ex olyu !
for filing numlnlﬂnn papers

for the ensuing parliamen
polis N

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami leaders yesterday spent
most of their time reviewing
the situation and exc

views on the future course of
action.

The AL also held a sepa-
rate meeting with the JP at
the Dhanmondi residence of
AL chief Sheikh Hasina.

In a joint statement late
last night, the Opposition
called upon the Chief Elec-

opposition parties, AL Organ-
lainf Secretary Mohammad
Nasim said thal the Opposi-
tion would not only boycott
the February 15 parliamen-
tary elections. but also "resist
the polls of a farce”.

e said that the combined
opposition no longer de-
manded polis. "Rather. from
now on, our campaign will be
directed towards the forma-
tion of a caretakey govern-

be tried in
Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17:

Hlll sila is to (try a
ngladeshi farmer for

unlu wiul possession of 155
Bangladeshi passports. the
New Straits Times daily re-
ported, says AFP.

h:daglltra;.c Tay Lee Ly re-
jected a guiit gﬂea Sham-
sul hlufnu }é nmce the
farmer. while admitti he
was carrying the trave -
pers. insisted he had ob-
tained them by mistake.

Shamsul was arrested
after he was found with mis-
take.

Shamsul was arrested

See Page 12 col 8 -

Teenaged girl

commits suicide

By DMCH Correspondent

A teenaged girl rtedly
committed suicide in Shabu-
Jjbagh area while a 45-year old
man died in a residential ho-
tel at Gulistan in the city yes-
ter J

Shila, 16, daughter of one
Abdur Rashid of Trimohoni
under Shabujbagh thana re-
portedly took poison in lhcir
residence early morning. a
cording to medical and p-u
lice sources.

She succumbed on the

f.r to the Dhaka Medical

lege Hospital (DMCH) at
ahuut 4:30am. medical
sources added.

One Radeshwan Babu. 45,
a1 boarder of Al Mansoor Hotel
in Gulistan died at the hotel
yesterday afternoon. Medical

See Page 12 col 8
Missing vessel
still untraced

Mystery  shrouded the
whereabouts of a Bangladeshi
vessel that remained missing
for nearly two months in the
South China sea, official
pources sald yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Al-Qashem. a cargo vessel
owned by Captain Rabiul Is-
lam Chowdhury — whe him-
self skippered the vessel -
had set sail from Talwan for
the port of Onahoma in Japan
on November 21. Capt
Chowdhury and 23 crewmen
were on board.

There was no trace of the
vessel yet since it left Tai-
wan, o said that

concerned agencies of :

Taiwan, Ho Kong, J
and , ﬂm ::untrhl in

m'n IH. -
nrﬁu- efforts tnmkm'ml
ship's whereabouts.

e sources sald that [E

satellite network also falled
to monitor the movement of
the ship in the sea.

ment ste into a tion Commissioner (CEC) to ment with the fall of the rul-
new phase with the Opposi- abort the elections and "set ing party " he added.
,ungghammunccmtufa'nu-‘ an cxample by stegping _ ﬂgﬂ_ half of the three
down.” e E e called upon the
With no dialogue in sight, Briefing newsmen over a 3 uﬂuidls as well as the
the oppnnltiun Awami l'..eague joint meeting of the three See Page 12 col 8
Bangladcshl to

| Tamabil still tense,

flag meet today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 17: A tense

| situation is still prevailing in

Tamabil border areas in the
district as the BDR and the
BSF exchanged fire
and remained alert with rein-
forcements on their respec-
tive sides today.

An official said BSF today
asked the BDR to sit in a fl
meeting soon. The p
battallon commander-level
meeting would be held to-
morrow morning. he added.

The commander of 20 ri-
fle battalion is staying at

yesterday

Tamabil border.

The villagers who left
their houses in ganit. yester-
day in the Tamabil border ar-
eas are yel (o return.

Border trade has also
been suspended for two days.

As tension mounted, F
fired 40 to 50 shots. In reply.
BDR also fired 23 shots.

‘The dispute originated in
October last as the Indian au-
thorities began comstruction
of a pucca Iding close to
the "no man's land”’. BDR

See Page 12 Col 3
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Opposition
gheraoes
EC offices

~ today
By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition po-
litical partics wilrghfruﬂ the
Election Commission offices
throughout the country in-
cluding the office of tlL.e Chief
Election Commission (CEC)

in the city today.

The gherao programme
coincides with the date of
scrutiny of the nomination
papers filed for the ensuing
parliamentary election.

The three major political
parties — Awami League.
‘Jatiya P and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — hold separate ral-

lies in the city in the after-
necon and then proceed to-
wards the CEC's office at
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar to
gherao~ it, said Oppdosition
sources. AL and JP will hold
their separate rallies at the
Panthapath and the Jamaat at
the Moghbazar crossing.

The gherao programme
follows. a country-wide dawn-
to-dusk hartal }Fcﬂttrda}' to
'p::euu resignation of the

ime Minister and holding
of the election under a neu-
tral caretaker government.

Rallies banned

Authorities imposed a ban
on demonstrations in Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar area of the city
as the opposition parties
Empared to lay siege to the

lection Cummisﬁmn today,
reports UNB.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner AN Husein
ordered the prohibition on
rally. procession and demon-
stration from noon io 12
midnight on the day accord-
in% to the DMP Ordinance, a

ice press release said
ycst:rda}r.

The restriction will be in
force in the areas between
Dhanmondi Boys High School
on Mirpur Rnag'and Shyamoli
Ehiahu Mela crossing, the
road in front of Taltala petrol
Eump on Rokeya Sarani,

armgate, Mohakhali cross
ing and the areas in-bebwesn
the said points.

Congestion at
Aricha still
continues

The Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Corporation
(BIWTC) has f[erried 2,596
vehicles Tuesday and 1,225
vehicles from 6 am to 6 pitl
yesterday thro Aricha-Na-
garbari and Aricha-Daulatdia
riverine routes, reports BSS.

1,133 vehicles were
waiting till 6 pm todav at
Aricha, Nagarharl and [Faulat-
dia ghats. an official handout
said.

Meanwhile a review meet-
ing to monitor service silua-
tion was held yesterday at the
Shipping Ministry with State
Minister for Shipping Shaja-
han Siraj in the chair.

The state minister di-
rected the officials con
cerned to ensure smooth

See Page 12 col 8

National

a success story |

Bank Ltd. wishes its respectable
clients, shareholders, patrons and wellwishers a

==

g happy and prosperous 1996. ﬁ
’ 1995 has been a year of success for us. » ﬁ‘&
% D Achievement at a glance : * ? &
A Profit . Tk. 620 million || @ W
g Loans & Advance Tk. 10780 million | ’
.-' Deposit : Tk. 13290 million |} E
Asset : Tk. 24000 million -

We

Head Office |

share

this

success

National Bank lelted

Committed to Excellence

18, Dilkusha C [mlnu-rﬂal Area, Dhaka- 1000,
Phone : 956 1081-5, Fax

Telex : 642791 NBL HO B)

T A

with our
shareholders, patrons and wellwishers. And,

hope to receive the same help and co-operatlon
in the years to come.

880-2-9563953,

clients,
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