HAMILTON,

Jan 16: Martin

Lrowe,

e e

| greatest batsm-
en. Tuesday announced his
retirement Irom interna-
tional cricket. reports AP.
Crowe, 33, has been

troubled by a chronic knee
injury for the past three years

and has not been a regular
member of the Kiwi squad.

Crowe played 77 Tests,
scoring a New Zealand
record 5,444 runs at an aver-
age of 45.36, and has
recorded 17 centuries.

He played 247 first-class

es for 19,608 runs at an
average of 56.02 with 71 cen-
turies. His SCOTe Was
299 against Sri Lanka at
w on in 1991.

Only two New Zealanders
— Glenn Turner and John
Wright — have scored more
runs at first-class level.

Crowe hadn't played since
aggravating the knee in{}ulx in
the latter stages o ew
Zealand's tour of India last
November.

Crowe had been keen to
see out his international ca-
reer by attending the forth-
coming World Cup in Sri
Lanka, Pakistan and India.
followed by New Zealand's
tour to the West Indies,
which starts in March.

He was unable to meet a
deadline imposed on him by
the national selectors to

rove his fitness, prompting
is decision.

"l haven't been able to get

it right in time for the (Shell).

Trophy games, which rules
me out of the World Cup.”
said Crowe.

“The pain hasn't settled —
it's a big disappointment.”

Crowe captained New
Zealand to
the World Cup
he was named player of the
tournament.

New Zealand Cricket chief

executive Christopher Doig
said that he realized after
discussions with Crowe that
the decision was a ate
both for the team and for
Crowe himself.

1 LAHORE. Jan

16: Mushtaq Ah-
med has retur-
ned to Test cri-
cket in prime
form after a year
L——"=— in the wilder-
n;:s i“ atlsd altrlguteu his
revival partly to stu yingrlval
leg-spinner }t:ihanc arne

Mushtaq returned form
Pakistan's recent tour of
Australia and New Zealand
with a haul of 28 wickets
from three Tests to erase the
memory of 12 months on the
sidelines -because of poor
form and injury.

He played in the last two
of three Tests against Aus-
tralia and captured 18 wick-
ets, one less than his more
acclaimed counterpart
Warne, who had to take a
back seat as the little Pak-
istani spun his team to a 74-
run win in the final Test at
Sydney.

Mushtaq's match haul of
nine for 186 salvaged a mea-
sure of pride for the belea-
guered touring team after
suffering heavy defeats in the
first two Tests.

However, it was in the
one-off Test aEulnut New
Zealand at Christchurch
where Mushtaq reached the
pinnacle of his short interna-
tional career with a 10-
wicket match haul. including
his best Test figures of seven
for 56, as Pakistan triumphed
by 161 runs.

With the World Cup ap-
Eruafhln . nothing could Ec

etter for the defending
champions than the form of
the dapper Mushtaq, who is
expected to play a crucial
role on the slow and turning
home pitches.

Before the recent two-leg
tours. Mushtaq had only 44
wickets from 18 Tests. but
said he learned something
valuable from his wrist-spin-
ning rival Warne with who he
dominated the series in Aus-
tralia.

‘"Warne has more patience
than me." Mushtaq says.
“When | take a wicket | think
| can bowl the whole side
out, which is just not possi-
ble. You have to be persistent
but not tense.”

Mushtaq says he feels he
was justly rewarded in his
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Dmﬁ said Crowe's per
sonal fitness adviser Bryce
Hastings had confirmed the
earlter opinion of surgeon
Barry Tietjens that the
chronic ligament and resid-
ual jeint irritation is such
“that it will continue to
severely hamper his further
participation in sport of this
nature.”

New Zealand coach Glenn
Turner said he was not sur-
prised by Crowe's decision.

"After seeing him in India
— after all the work he put in

over the winter to get to back
to top level fithess — it was

apparent he had real prob-
lems." Turner said.

After a big performance
he wasn't able to come back
for four or five daiva. I'm not
surprised it's finally taken its
toll on him.

"For the past couple of

s he's struggled with his
tness and we haven't seen
the best of him in that time:
we've only seen glimpses of
what he's capable of.”

last three Tests because he
kept clam and composed.

"He is much more patient
now and he is one of the best
spinners around.,” said Pak-
istan captain Wasim Akram.

Mike Gatting's 1987 Eng-
land touring team will not
forget their first encounter
with Mushtaq's accurate and
deceptive flight.

Seecking respite from LcF—
spin maestro Abdul Qadir,
who was their tormentor
with 30 wickets in the three-
Test series, they travelled to
Mushtaq's home town of

Sahiwal, 70 kms south of the
Punjab province capital La-
hore. to play the Punjab chief
Minister's ?Zl

T M e r——

" MARTIN CROWE

MUSHTAQ AHMED

Yet England found them-
selves up against the whiles
of the emerging Mushtaq,
who snap up six for 81 in
the first innings in his first
representative game.

“Since my school days |
have enjoyed copying the ac-
tion of other players,” he

"I've always been good at
imitating people and | can
bowl like almost anybody |
want. One day while we were

Iayin% in the neighbour-
ood, | noticed that rollin
the ball from hand to han
and licking my fingers like
Qadir were becoming a natu-
ral part of my action. It began
to feel right. From that point
onwards | stopped experi-
mentln%"

Mushtaq was tipped by

e e —

Crowe bids cricket adieu

Wellington Cricket Asso-
ciation executive director
Rodney Moore paid tribute to
Crowe's professionalism.

'Martin set standards in a
playing sense that puts him
among the greatest, if not the
greatest, of all New Zealand
players.” Moore said.

“The tragedy is that he
would probably have been
good enough to have played
another five or six years at
the top level.”

Crowe leaves the
holding

game
most New Zealand
domestic and international

batting records, and he
shares the world record for
highest test partnership of
467 runs with Andrew Jones,

achieved when he scored his
career-best 299 against Sri
Lanka

Turner said his World Cup
lans hadn't hinged on Crowe
ing available.

“You always want your best
plavers available, but we have
to more on now.” he said.

Mushie: Matured, motivated

Imran Khan as being not just
Qadir's natural successor but
one of the most excitin
players on the internationa
circuit.

After his success against
England's touring side,
Mushtaq picked up 16 wick-
ets in four matches of the
1987-88 domestic season.

It was enough to earn him
a place in the squad to go to
Australia for the World Youth
Cup in early 1988. Pakistan
lost to Australia in the final
but Mushtaqg reaffirmed his
potential by taking 19 wick-
ets in nine matches at just
over 16 runs apiece.

A year later, playin
against the Indian under- ]!
team in Pakistan, Mushtagq
was the nighest wicket-taker
on either side with 26 vic-
tims in four matches. The
Indians. no strangers to spin
bowling. had real problems
trying to read him.

Mushtaq played a signifi-
cant role in Pakistan's 1992
World Cup triumph In Aus-
tralla and New Zealand, tak-

ing 16 wickets in nine
matches, and followed that
with 15 wickets in the Test
series In England the same
year.

Recognising his talent
English county Somerset

signed him on a three-year
contract

However, Mushtags lor-
tunes dipped during the
1992-93 tours of Australia,
New Zealand. South Africa
and West Indies. After initial
success in the regional
games, he had to pull out of
the Caribbean tour because of
back trouble

The turning point of his
career was the 1095 English
season when he took 95
wickets at 2969 in 17
matches for Somerset

County cricket provided
me with an excellent oppor-
tunity to experiment with my

variety and helped me a lot in
polishing my skills.” he said.

The sight of Mushtaq,
Warne and India s Anil Kuin-
ble seeking to lure batsmen
to destruction in their web of
deception is one of the most
fascinating prospects of the
forthcoming World Cup.

Ctg badminton

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16:
Sumon of Sur!]a Tarun and
Elina of Bangladesh Biman
earnied double crowns in the
Goalini Condensed Milk
badminton tournament,
which concluded at the Chit-
tagong Rifle Club auditorium
here last night. reports BSS.

Sumon beat Arindam
Mukharjee of West Bengal,
who played in this tourna-
ment for Bangladesh Suap
Factory Club, in the men's
singles 7-15, 15-8, 15-5.

Sumon and partner Rana
won the men's doubles title
beating Mahaboob and
Sarwar of Bangladesh Biman
15-11, 15-12.Elina of Biman
clinched the women's sin-
gles. championship outplay-
:']ng her teammate Kanika by

-4, 11-1

Elina also paired with
Juthi to win the women's
doubles for Biman defeating
Kanika and Mamo of the
same teamn 15-4. 15-1

The Biman pair of Juthi
and Mahaboob won the
mixed doubles beating club
mates Elina and Shakil of the
same team by 15-7. 15-6
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badminton

Managing Editor of the paper, yesterday

Ace shuttler Ashfaque (R) shows

little emotion in
receiving the singles trophy of The Daily Star

tourney 96 from Tawfiq Aziz Khan,

Star photo

HALIMTON, New Zealand.
Jan '16: New Zealand
extended their lead to 163
by the close for play of the
fourth day of the [irst cricket
Test today. reports Retuer.

At stumps, New Zealand
were 129 for four in their
second innings ha\dnﬁ earlier
dismissed Zimbabwe for 196.
New Zealand scored 230 for
eight wickets declared in the
first innings of the rain-af-
fected Test.

Adam Parore, 23, and
Chris Cairns, 6, were the not
out batsmen.

New Zealand made clear
from the start of their second
innings that they intented to
score quickly to try to force a
result.

They were 44 for one
wicket at tea having lost
n;;ener Craig Spearman for
27, leg belore wicket to
Heath Streak.

Spearman was aggressiye
in his short innings, hitting
Eddo Brandes for six over
mid-wicket in the second
over of the innings.

Streak, who took his 50th
Test wicket in New Zealand's
first innings, was again the
pick of the bowlers, extract-
ing pace and considerable
movement from the pitch.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close of
Flay on the fourth day of the
irst Test between New
Zealand and Zimbabwe at
Hamilton today:

NEW Z : First in-
nings 230 for eight wickets
declared (Stephen Fleming
49; Heath Streak 4-52).

ZIMBABWE: First lnninﬁs
[nv?might.ﬂﬂ for five wi
ets) -

G. Flower b Cairns 5
S Carlisle ¢ Germon b Caims 4
A Campbell c Astle b Allott 5
D Houghton Ibw Cairns 31

A Flower ¢ Spearman b Kennedy 6
G Whittall ¢ Germon b Kennedy 54

H Streak c Spearman b Cairns 24
P Strang b Patel 49
H Olonga ¢ Germon b Kennedy 0
E Brandes not out 3
B Strang c Astle b Patel 4
Extras: (Ib-3, nb-6. w-2) i1
Total 196

Fall of wickets: 1-8; 2-13;
3-21; 4-41; 5-56; 6-98; 7-
189; B-189; 9-191.

- O M R W

Cairns 24 7T 56 4
Allott 17 o 51 1
Kennedy 12 4 28 3
Twose 5 1 14 O
Patel 165 4 44 2

NEW ZEALAND: Second
innings
C. Spearman lbw Streak 27
R Twose run out 8

S Fleming ¢ A Flower b P Strang 21

A Parore not oanl 23
N_ Astle ¢ Olonga b B Strang a2
C Cairns not out [
Extras: (lb-4, nb-5, w-3) 12
Total: (for four wickets) 129

Fall of wickets: 1-36; 2-
63: 3-64: 4-121.

Bowling: O M R W
Streak 13 2 37 1
Brandes 10 1 34 O
B Strang 5 1 19 1
P Strang 15 6 28 1
Flower 3 1 7 0

Ashfaque's double
delight

Sports Reporter

Sved Ashfaqul Haque clin-
ched double crown in The
Daily Star badminton com-

etition '96 when he won
th the finals of the singles

' and doubles events at e

Daily Star badminton court
yesterday.

Playing under artificial
lights in the chilly winter
evening. Ashlaque, a sub-edi-
tor at the Sports Desk. de-
feated Anisur Rahman 15-11,
1511 to win the singles
title,

Cheered on by his col-
leagues at sports, Ashfaque
dominated the game throug-
hout mixing ﬁll powerful
smashes with delicate
touches at the net. Anis. a
stalf photographer, wilted
under his opponents
delightful display

Earlier, Ashfagque and fel-
low sub-editor Rumi Noman
defeated Anis and his pho-
tographer artner Sk
Enamul Huq 15-6. 15-12 to
run away with the doubles
trophy

Managing Editor Tawfiq
Aziz Khan distributed the
trophies during a brief cere-
mm_}y after the linals.

alking to this corre-
spondent, Ashfagque com-
mented on his triumphs. "I
amn over the moon". He
added, "1 did it for my col-
leagues at the sports desk.

Biman athletics
meet ends

The 15th annual athletics
meet '96 of Biman Bangla-
desh Airlines concluded at
Rajarbagh Police Lines
ground gg;terday afternoon,
reporis :

In the men's group, indi-
vidual championship was
shared by Alequzzaman of
MD’'s Secretariat and Kamal
Hossain of Engineering Di-
rectorate with 17 points
each. Mohammad Feroz of
Customer Services Direc-
torate secured runners-up
position with 14 points.

Sajeda Akhter Sath| of
Customer Services Direc-
torate became champion in
the women's group bagging
21 points while Syeda
Nasima Akhter of Sylhet Unit
and Kani] of Customer Ser-
vices Directorate finished
joint runners-up with 19
points each.

The State Minister for
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan gave away
prizes among the winners of
the two-day meet.

Sport

SL stage rousing rally

-1 MELBOURNE,
Jan 16: Sri Lan-
ka booked their
B}&maa e to the
orl Series

B| Cup finals with
R only two balls to
spare after a stunning cont-
ribution by opener Romesh
Kaluwitharana to their thri-
ling three-wicket victory over
Australia on Tuesday, reports

Reuter.

The diminutive wicket-
keeper raced to the third
fastest half-century in the
competition's 16-year-history
as Sri Lanka overhauled their
nﬁpuncnts in the last over at
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

In reply to
side's commanding 242 for
four in 50 overs, Sri Lanka
scored 246 for seven to the
delight of a small. but vocal,
group of supporters in a
cr of more than 40,000.

Off-spinner Kumar Dhar-
masena edged a delivery from
fast bowler Glenn McGrath to
the third man boundary to
spark wild victory celebra-
tions.

Man-of-the-match Kaluwi-
tharana. thriving in his new
role .after being promoted
from the middle order in the
latter stages of the triangular

the home

competition, set up the
victmg by hitting 74 runs
from 69 balls in a savage as-
sault.

The victory booked the
Sri Lankans a berth in the
best-of-three-games final
series against hosts Australia
at the expense of the West
Indies.

Kaluwitharana went on
the offensive from the first
over, reaching his fifty in 32
balls. including seven fours.
with a succession of drives
and pull shots.

With his side facing a rate
of almost {ive runs an over to
win, Kaluwitharana's boldness

dramatically eased the
sure on the later batsmen.

overshadowed Austr

rounder Steve Waugh
centu
limite

Arjuna Ranattunga tol

pres-

His efforts completely
la all-
's first
for his country in a
overs international.

“This win is perhaps our
finest moment in one-day
cricket.” Sri Lanka captain
re-
porters against the back-

Cricket Ground today:

AUSTRALIA:

M Taylor ¢ Kaluwitharana b
Wickremasinghe 32
M Waugh ¢ Mahanama b Vaas 6
R Ponting ¢ Kaluwitharana b
Wickremasinghe ‘ 5
S Waugh not out 102
S Law ¢ Ranatunga b

Pushpakumara 47
M Bevan not out 43

Extras: (nb-2, 1b-3, w-2) 7

The Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) was set

ablaze yesterday by the fireworks from man-of-the-
match Romesh Kaluwirthana who punished the

hapless
innings of 74.

und noise of a post-match
i.;_mmg room partp;

It is really great to _get to
the finals.” said Ranatunga,
who praised Kaluwitharana's
vital contribution.

Kaluwitharana was particu-
larly savage on McGrath,
whose 9.4 overs cost 76 runs,
with the wicket of opener
Sanath Jayasuriya as his only
reward.

Kaluwitharana eventually
fell with the total on 108
when he pulled a short ball
from leg-spinner Shane
Wame to mid-wicket. where
Mark Waugh took a spectacu-
lar diving catch.

Earlier, Steve Waugh
struck an unbeaten 102 from
116 balls, eclipsing his pre-
vious highest one-day inter-
national score of 86 against
South Africa two ago.

Australia qualified for the
best-of-three finals, starting
at the MCG on Thursday,
with 10 points from their
eight games, two points clear
of Sri ka.

West Indies ended their
dismal tour at the bottom of
Lthe table on six points.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the World
Series limited overs match
between Australia and Sri
Lanka at the Meibourne

Aussies without mercy in his majestic

— Star file photo

Jan
spinner Greg Loveridge is
almost certain to miss the
World Cup cricket tourna-
ment after an x-ray on his
injured index finger revealed
a Iracture, reports AP.

Total: (for four wickets, 50 overs) 242
Fall of wickets: 1-12; 2-28: 3-54; 4-
156.
Bowling :
Vaas 10
Pushpakumara 10
Wickremasinghe 8
Dharmasena 8
Jayasuriya 8
De Silva 5}
SRI LANKA
S Jayasuriya ¢ Healy b McGrath
R Kaluwitharana ¢ M Waugh b Wame

OM R

43
47
33
42

14
30

CODQON

A Gurusinha c Healy b Reiffel
H Tillekeratne ¢ Healy b Wame
A De Silva lbw b Bevan

R Mahanama b Wame

A Ranatunga run out

K Dharmasena not out

C Vaas not out

Extras: (b-1, Ib-18, w-2)

Total: (for seven wickets, 49 .4 overs)

Fall of wickets: 1-35; 2-
96: 3-107; 4-108; 5-180; 6-
196; 7-222.

Did not bat:
P.Wickremasinghe, R Push-

pakumara

NLERaLEAR o ocoon-—-—4

- O M RW
McDermott 10 3 27 0
McGrath 9.4 0 76 1
Reiffel 10 1 36 1
M Waugh 2 0 11 0
Warne 10 0 40 3
Bevan s 0 9 1
Law 6 0 28 0

Result: Sri Lanka won by
three wickets.

Boris Becker
was at his wil's
entl against the
Canadian-borm
Englishman
Greg Rusedsky
in his first round match at
Flinders Park Tuesday.

What started as an
innocuous-looking first set
infront of a full house in the

BORIS BECKER
evening session. later turned
oul to be a 5-set bonanza.
Rusedski did not like Becker
taking an upperhand in the
match. He made his point
clear as he took the second
and third set with grim
determination.

Becker came back to his

Becker had a close shave

By Tawfiq Aziz Khan

senses but lost his touch by
then. He looked shattered
and desperate in the fourth
set as he shouted at himself
for committing the most
foolish errors. He had to
summon all his energy and
look towards his experience
to bail him out of a desperate
situation.

The 1991 Australian Open
champion produced one of
the best forms to break the 6
feet 3 inches English man
twice Iin his service games
and finally sealed the set a 6-

3

In the final set the
number four seed brought out
some of his old flames which
he showed the world as a
teenager in 1985 when he
won the Wimbledon Cham-
pionships.

Becker gave the spec
tators a run lor their money.

Goran Ivanisevic was (ull of
confidence as he took on un-
seeded Bernd Karbacher in
his opening match.One
could call it a cakewalk f[or
the big serving Croat who has
{:l to win a Grand Slam title.

st year Ivanisevic played a
5-set thriller in the semifinal
against the ultimate cham-
wnn Pete Sampras at the

imbledon and then unfor-
tunately withdrew early from
the US Open with ankle in-
ury. He was definitely un-
u::-{'y on both occasions.

Turned pro in 1988 Ivani-
sevic twice became runner-
ug at Wimbledon in 1992 &
1994 in his 7-year-career as

a professional.

True he was far superior
to the little known unseeded
German, three vyears other
than him. Bernd Karbacher
rallied round in the second
set eventually losing 6-7 (8-
10) in tie break. The seed
number 10 came back

strongly in the third set and
broke the German twice to
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Loveridge
doubtful for
World Cup

HAMILTON, New Zealand,
16: New Zealand leg-

Loveridge was hit on the
hand by a delivery from Zim-
babwe fast bowler Henry
Olonga on Monday, but an inij-
tial X-ray of the middle
knuckle showed no break.

New Zealand coach Glenn

Turner said Tuesday that

Loveridge still was in pain
and went for another X-ray of
the top joint of his finger.
‘It's a nasty fracture and
he'll have an operation to-
morrow to put a pin in it,”

Turner said.

"We don't know how long
he will be out of action but it
could be as many as six
weeks. It doesn’'t look good
and it looks like he's out of
the World Cup."

Loveridge, who was "very
much.,” part of Turner's
World Cup plans, was making
his Test debut in the first
test against Zimbabwe.

The World Cup will be
played in Sri Lanka, India and
Pakistan from next month.

Allrounder Gavin Larsen
was later Tuesday recalled to
the New Zealand team for the
second Tesl against Zim-
babwe, which begins on Sat-
urday in Auckland.

Bryan Young. who was in
the original squad of 13 for
the first test., was left out of
the 12-man party.

SQUARD

Lee Germon (captain).
Graig Spearman. Rogr Twose.
Stephen Fleming, Adam
Parore, Nathan Astle, Chris
Cairns, Dipak Patel, Gavin
Larsen, Robert Kennedy,
Kerry Walmsley. Geoff Allott.

Monica just too
good for Lee

MELBOURNE. Jan 16:
Joint world number one
Monica Seles ignored the
pain from a lingering groin
strain today to extend her
perfect record at the Aus-
tralian Open with a typically
ruthless. first-round perfor-
mance. reports Reuter.

Seles, 22, a three-time
winner at Flinders Park as a
teenager, beat qualifier and
fellow American Janet Lee 6-
3. 6-0 in a one-sided Centre
Court tussle lasting 46 min-
Liles.

Seles, the number one
seed, said she felt twinges of
pain from an injury she sus-
tained on her way te winning
the Peters International title
in Sydney on Sunday.

"There were a few times
when 1 felt it a little bit but I
tried to use a bit of mind over
matter out there,” Seles told
reporters later.

"It was still sore when I
had to move quickly for a few
shots. It's not the greatest
but [ was just telling myself |
cran do it — to tough it out.”

"Seles said she restricted
her movement at times to
eliminate the risk of aggra-
vating the muscle strain,
adding” "There were a few
occasions when | let a ball go
rather than lunge at it.

‘It still practise wearing
some strapping and I am still
having treatment twice a
day.”

"Seles was playing her
fourth tournament since re-
turning to tennis fD”DMﬂ%—)ﬂ
28-month absence aflter be-
ing stabbed by a crazed fan in
April 1993.

Her victory took her
record to 22-0 in Melbourne,
where she won the last of her
eight Grand Slam titles three
years ago. three months be-
fore the stabbing in Hamburg.

Although Lee engaged Se-
les in a succession of lengthy
rallies from the baseline, the
tournament favourite gradu-
ally improved her timing and
accuracy as the match pro-

gressed. .
In the second round Seles
will play Katerina Stu-

denikova of Slovakia, an op-
Bnnrnt she has never faced

efore

Date overwhelmed Mex-

ico's Angelica Gavaldon 6-

? 6-0. while Majoli took

={ | marginally longer to over-

GORAN IVANISEVIC
win 6-3 hinishing with a huge

ace, as expecled

Errata

In yesterdays writeup
Gaston Eltis was printed as
Gaston Elting. The mistake is
regretted

o MELBOURNE,
Jan 16: World
number one Pe-
le Sampras, laid
low last week by
a nasty bout of
influenza. showed he was
back to full fitness with a
first-round straight sets win
over Austiralian Richard
Fromberg at the Australian
Open on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

Sampras. in contrast to
rival Andrea Agassi's flve-set
struggle on Monday. steadily
improved in his Open debut
against the 118th ranked
Fromberg, who Is fighting to
climb back into the top 50
again after struggling with in-
jury last year

L]

The top seeded American,
who beat Fromberg 7-5, 6-3,
6-2. was joined in the second
round by third-seeded Aus-
trian Thomas Muster who
could take over the No | spot
if both Sampras and Agassi
slip up in the year's first
Grand Slam event.

Muster, winner of last
year's French Open, easily
despatched France's Thierry
Guardiola 6-3, 6-3, 6-2.

Former world number one
Stefan Edberg, inspired by
thousands of emotional sup-

rters, nnrrnwl{ avoided

rst-round defeat in a match

marking the start of the
Swede's final
tour,

Edberg. competing in his

Grand Slam

Sampras steps up a gear

last Open at Flinders Park,
drew an m'ﬂ'-mpnril% crowd
to the venues number one
court as he fought a see-saw-
ing five-set duel with Czech
Jirt Novak. whose powerful
serves and passing shols
threatened ain upset.

But the crowd. many of
them perched on the court's
walled per.meter. urged Ed-
berg on, virtually willing him
to take the final set and the
match 7-6. 7-5. 3-6, 5-7, 6-1
in a ccwmpletely one-sided
show ol support.

Bolsiterous Swedish sup-
gzrlrrh loudly cheered Ed-

rg f'om the openi Int.
When Novak double-Faulted
to suv,rrender the match.

' rome Russian Flena Makarova
4| 6-4. 6-2.

Date was surprised by her
margin of victory in her first
came after hurting her hl}? in
the Sydney tournament last
week.

T didn't think it was go-
ing to be that easy. but it
turned out that way,” she

told reporters
Pierce prances
into Round 2

MELBOURNE. Jan 16:
Defending champion Mary
Pierce brushed aside
Austrian Petra Schwarz in
her Australian Open first
round match here Tuesday,
reports AFP

The fourth seeded
Frenchwoman beat Schwarz,
the world number 108, 6-3,
6-1 in the opening match of
the night session on Centre
Court,

Pierce downed Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario in last year's
final to become the I[irst
French woman to win a
Grand Slam title since Fran-
coilse Durr at the 19867
French 1.

She O'Efll play Russian
Elena Likhovtseva in the sec-
ond round on Wednesday.

In 17 matches at Flinders
Park, 21-year-old Pierce has
lost only twice and only given

up five sets,



