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B'baria Mahila Dal
body dissolved

The Bangladesh Jatiy-
atabadi Mahila Dal, a front or-
anisation of the ruling BNP
as dissolved its Brahman-
baria district committee. The
organisation recently formed
a4 convening committee of the
district with Begum Hasina

Israel as its convenor., re-
ports UNB.

BCL leader freed

Abdul Wadud Khokon. a
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League leader, was released
from the Dhaka Central Jail
yesterday. Khokon. General
Secretary of the BCL Dhaka
University unit., was arrested
from Purana Paltan area on
November 11, 1995, the first
day of the opposition spon-
sored 6-day marathon hartal.
reports UNB.

41 arms recovered

The law enforcing agen-
cies recovered 41 different
types of firearms. 23 bullets
and an explosive ill yester-
day morning the 27th day of
the countrywide hunt for il-
lcigal arms. According to an
Election Commission press
release. during the period
they also arrested 380 people

on various charges. including |

possession of illegal arms.
reports UNB

8 shops gutted

- L]

in Sunamganj
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 16: Pro
erty worth about Taka 20
lakh were gutted in a fire
that burnt eight shops at
Govindaganj Bazar of Chhatak
thana under Sunamganj dis
trict last night. Cash amount
of Taka one lakh was also

burnt to ashes. The fire
broke out at about 8 pm.
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Last ditch diplomatic ef-

fortsto resolve the persisting
political impasse apparently

due to "deep mistrust and
rigid stands"” of both the

party and the opposi-

- Ital[v; and Japan. led by
Amba

tion, diplomatic sources said.

They were not optimistic
about any solution to the 22-
month-old political impasse,
the sources added.

Envoys of the United
Kingdom, Canada, ﬁustrallilaé.
ssador David N Merrill.

did not succeed yesterday

Star Report

called on BNP Chief and
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and former
leader of the position in

Parliament and Awami League

Chief Sheikh. Hasina sepa-
rately yesterday evening to
express their concern at the
prevailing political situation.

They stressed the need
for narrowing down the dif-
ferences between the rul
party and the opposition, an
participation of all political
parties in the general elec-
tions, the sources said.
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Diplomats meet Khaleda, Hasina
Rigid stands spoil
last ditch efforts

The diplomats spent more
than an hour with each of the
leaders, trying to persuade
them to go for a face to face
dialogue to solve the crisis.

Diplomatic sources said
that the envoys did not carry
any fresh proposal from ei-
ther of the parties.

"Of course, we hoped for
direct talks between the two

- sides.” said a diplomat. "But

for some reasons both sides
have been very hesitant about
|

See Page 12 Col 3
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BDR, police to
help clear

. Aricha jam
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia last night di-
rected the ministry con-
cerned to engage the mem-
bers of police and BDR to fa-
cilitate the traffic movement
at Aricha ghat to remove the
traffic jam there, reports

BSS.
She also asked all con-

Edituﬂnlnnﬂ:l

cerned to work round-the-
clock to prevent any possible
traffic congestion at Aricha

ghat.
The directives were given
at a high-level meeting held

to review the traffic jam and
roblem and the
price situation of the essen-

‘tials in view of the coming

holy Ramadan.
The meeting, held at the
See Page 12 col 7
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jute prices,
- demand go up

By Rafig Hasan

Prices of all grades of raw
jute have gone up in the last
few days. mainly due to in-
crease in demand in domes
tic and foreign markets.

According to the
B adesh Jute Association
(BJA) prices of different
grades of Pucca jute have in-
creased by Tk 300 per bale
on an average and those of
Kutcha varieties by Tk 65 per
maund. Prices ol Pucca Lutr
rallied over Tk 4100 per bale
and those of Kutcha jute were
around Tk 50O per maund at
Narayanganj and Daulatdia
terminal markets a week ago.

The demand is still very
high in the market although,
the gak season ends in De-
cember when public and pri-
vate jute mills complete al-
most B0 per cent ol their
years buying. Arrival of raw
ute at the terminal markets

as now come down to 5 to 6
thousands maunds daily from
20 to 25 thousand maunds
during the July-December

SEaS0n

Bangladesh Jute Associa-
tion in an emergency meet-
l::ﬁ on Sunday re-fixed the
indicative prices of all grades
of raw jute following the up-
ward trend in the last few
days, Reazul Karim. Vice-
Chairman of the BJA told The
Daily Star yesterday.

Prices of other grades ol
Kutcha jute like White Tosha,
Meshta, and Pucca jute like

Habnjabi, Cut Ropes and Cut-
tings have also increased ac-
cordingly, he said.

According to the Direc-
torale of Jute. about 26 lakh
bales ol raw jute were traded

at Narayanganj and Daulatdia
terminal markets till Decem-
ber 31. The mills
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo-
ration (BJMC) bought 11 lakh
bales. while those under
Bangladesh Jute Mills Assoct-
ation (BJMA) bought 3 lakh
and mills under Bangladesh
Jute Spinners Association
bought 4 lakh bales. Jute
traders and exporters pur-
chased about B lakh bales of
raw jute. More 11 lakh bales
of raw jute are expected in
the market during the re-
maining period of this year's
jute seasorn.

The government, in Octo-
ber last, had imposed a tem-
porary restriction on raw jute
export through land route
fearing smupgling and ab-
nurmaLf pric ¢ hike ol the item
due to prodi.ction shortfall.
The restnicuion was however
withdrawn on January 3. The
Directorate of Jute estimated
this year's production at 37
lakh bales.

Production shortfall was
also reported in other jute
pmdur:in%l countries like In-
dia and China this year.

The country earned Tk
160 crore by exporting 5

See Page 12 col 8
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Poor arms recovery in Chittagong

3 terrorist stronghold
remain untouched

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16;
The drive for recovering ille-
gal arms. launched country-
wide from December 21,
moved at a snail's pace in
most of the 'terror-hit' areas
and ‘strong holds' of armed
goons in Chittagong, official
sources said.

The northern parts of
Chittagong — particularly the
Raozan, Patikchharl and ﬁan-
gunia areas which are close
to the Hill Tracts and some
areas in the port city, known
as 'clandestine markets' of
arms and ammunitions —

From Nurul Alam

I:;em?'ilncd almost untouched
y € mop-up operation.
they said. pop

hese areas were identi-
fied by police and other
agencies as 'worst-hit' by ter-
rorism where gunmen, ab-
ductors and other anti-social
elements reigned at large.
Sources alleged that thése
armed terrorists are being
backed by some local political
leaders and smugglers.

: A gang of terrorists ab-
ducte

millionaire business-
man Taher Ali Fakri along
with his car at gun point in

broad day light in August last
year. They later took Fakri to
their sanctuaries at Fatikch-
hari and Raozan where he
was held hostage for about
four days for a ransom of Tk
2.5 crore. '

Though the accused ab-
ductors were later hooked in
the chargesheel submitted by
police, they are reportedly
roaming around scot-free
here in the city and its sur-

rounding areas at Raozan and
Fatikchhari. the source
pointed oul.

See 'ade 12 Col |

| Party in separate

By Staff Correspondent

The mainstreamn Opposi-
tion has called a country-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal to-
day coinciding with the last
date for filing of nomination
Paper: for the ensuing par-
famentary election.

The Opposition agitation

amme to press resjgna-
on of the Prime Minister
and holding of the election
under a neutral caretaker
administration also includes
gherao of Election Commis-
sion offices throughout the
country including the office
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner in the city tomor-
row, the date for scrutiny of
the nomination papers.

Awami League and Jatiya
ress re-
leases issued here last night
called upon the people to ob-
serve the hartal and to make

the El}emu programme suc-
AL general secrelary Zillur

B
retary Anwar Hossain Manzu

in their statements said the
Opposition’'s agitations are
for establishing the people's
right to vote.

The Awami League and
the Jatiya Party also brought
out separate torch proces-
sions in the city yesterday
evening to drum up support
for today's hartal.

The Oppositions’
ramme came amid the
iplomats-brokered parleys

between the ruling BNP and
the Opposition to end the
lingering political crisis.

The Opposition had ear-
lier shifted its hartal pro-
gramme twice when the EC
shilted the last date for filing
of nomination papers and the
date for their scrutiny.

The Opposition had called
a 48-hour hartal on January 8
and 9, the earlier last date
for nomination flling and the
date for their scrutiny but

pro-

changed the programme
after. the EC shifted - the-
dates.
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s
on Crowe's
career

HAMILTON (New Zeala-
nd), Jan 16: Master batsman
Martin Crowe, one of New
Zealand's pgreatest batsmen
who has scored more runs
and centuries than any other
compatriot Test player,
announced his retirement
from international cricket on
Tuesday report agencies.

Crowe, one of the most
stylish batsmen of this, has
been bothered by a long-
standing knee injury whic
has kept him off the field for
long periods in recent sea-
SONS.

Crowe 33 made his Test
debu: n 1Y81/82 .nd was
recoginsed as one of the
world s premier b.tsman
through much of the 1980s.
He scored 5.444 runs. in-
clhuding 17 centuries. in 77
Tests at an average of 45 36.

Details on page 11
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Fierce battles in Dagestan

30 more ki

dnapped, fate

of hostages unclear

PERVOMAYSKAYA. Jan |6
Russian troops and Chechen
rebels engaged in fierce bat-
tles today among burmed out
houses as federal forces tried
to destroy the separatists and
free their hostages in this ru
ined village reports AP

The boom of tank rouncs
rang out across the frost-cov
ered fields on the second day
of street fighting. Despite
snow, helicopter gunships
went up and rocketed the vil
lage to wipe out remaining
pockets of rebels.

Military planes dropped
flares all night illuminating
Pervomayskaya so soldiers
could hunt for the rebels and
their captives Heavy machine
gun fire could be heard
throughout the village

Tension was high as well

in the Chechen capital
Grozny, where a group of
about 30 workers at an elec-
iric power plant were re-
portedly seized by unknown
assajlants today. the ITAR-
Tass news agency quoted a
security service spokesman

assalyiﬂg
Alexander Zdanovich of

~ News Analysis on Page 4

—_——

the Federal Security Service
said a special task force was
investigating the report that
the workers had been cap-
tured and taken away 1n
huses to an unknown desti-
natiorn

The fate of the majority of
the more than 100 hostages
held by the rebels In Pervo-
mayskaya remained unclear.

Maj Gen Alexander

Mikhailov, a spokesman for
the Federal Security Service,
said Russian troops had
brought out 24 people from
the village since fighting be-
gan Monday

The rebels, estimated to
number between 150 and
250, put up fierce resistance
with small arms and rocket-
propelled grenades. and
managed to knock out several
Russian armored personnel
carriers

Much of Pervomayskaya, a

village in the souther Russian

republic of Dagestan on the
border withh Chechinya, was
destroyed.

The Interior Ministry in
Moscow said 60 rebels were
killed, 15 seriously wounded
and an unspecified number of
others captured.
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The High Court Division
yvesterday rejected the writ

tition of the FBCCI chal-
enging the ordinance debar-
ring the bank loan defaulters
from contesting the parlia-
mentary elections.

While three other writ

titions on the same matter
iled by three leaders of
Jatliya Party have been kept
standover for further hearing
lomorrow. i

The division bench of the
HC. Comprising Justice
Mahmudur Rahman and Jus-
tice KM Hasan. dismissed the
petition filed by the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCIl) and Vice-President
of the SAARC Chambers of
Commerce AKM Shamsud-
doha on the grounds of main-
tainability as well as on mer-
its.

It was decided in the
order that the FBCCI had no
locus-standi to present the
WTit petition.

The FBCCI is neither a
person alive nor a person ag-
grieved, as the objectives laid
down in its Memorandum of
Article is to promote busi-
ness not to fight in the elec-
tionn., the court observed.

In the order the court said
that ordinance making power
is vested in the President
and Ordinance-5 of 1995 has
been promulgated with the
satisfaction of the President
under the power given him
in the Constitution.

Regarding making

Earnings from
EPZs increase

ALy

By Govinda Shil

Export earnings from the |

country's Export Processing
Zones (EPZs) has soared by
65 per cent during the first
six months of the current fis-
cal, according to official fig-
ures.
During the July-December
period of the current fiscal
export earnings from the
Chittagong and Dhaka EPZs
have increased by Tk 252
crore or 65 per cent higher
than the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous (iscal
r. The earnings during the

By SC Correspondent

Ordinance Article 93(1] of
the Constitution says. "At any
titne when Parliament stands
dissolved or is not in session,
il the President is satisfied
that circumstances exist
which render immediate ac-
tion necessary, he may make
and promulgate such ordi-
nance as the circumstances
appear to him to require, and

HC rejects FBCCI writ

any Ordinance so made shall,
as from its promulgation have
the like force of law as an Act
of ParHament".

In regard to the submis-
sion of Barrister Rafiqul Huq.
Advocate for the petitioner,
that the .amendment s
malafide because on the very
day of declaration of ¢lection

See Page 12 Col 3

| Talks with written

proposals could
solve crisis,
says Hasina

Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said
a government-Opposition dia-
logue with written proposals
could evolve a solution to the
present political crisis, re-
ports UNB.

"We sought the govern-
ment's written proposal with
the approval of the Prime
Minister and were ready to
R]EEE our written proposal to

nd out a solution through
discussion. But the govern-
ment side did not respond to
it even after one week.” she
said. -

Addressing a rally of
Union Parishad Chairman

See Page 12 Col 4

Ershad, Manju
charged with

abuse of power

By Staff Correspondent
Former President HM Er-

‘shad and Anwar Hossain

Manju, who was a mifrdster
under him, have been
charged by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau with gross abuse
of power.

An official of the Bureau
filed the case with Tejgaon
thana accusing the two under
section 109 of Bangladesh
Penal Code and section 5/2
of the Anti Corruption Act.

The officjal alleged that
the Scimiter Oils S A. an un-
known company, was given
the contract for drilling and
exploration in 1650 square
km area of Haripur oil field in
Sylhet during 1987.

Manju was energy and
mineral resources minister
under Ershad.
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rst six month stood at Tk [§

640 crore as against Tk 388
crore of the same period of
the Jll‘!"i’iﬂ”ﬂi fiscal

Some 64 different Iindus-
trial units at the Chittagong
Export Processin cone
(CEPZ) exported goods worth
of Tk 495.20 crore while 13
industrial units at the Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 2
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