Prime Minister Begum l{haleda hd signing her voter ldent:ty card at her office yester-

day.

— PID photo

Poor monitoring, smugghng alleged

Despite the introduction
of a government-controlled
dealership system and eno-
ugh production. crisis of
fertiliser looms large again
across the country posing a
threat to IRRI-boro paddy
farming, reports UNB.

Some officials and traders
found fault in the distribution
channel and apprehended
that a serious crisis might hit
the farming community at
the peak of current season
unless the authorities put
sirict monitoring on move-
ment of the soil nutrient.

They suspected a large-
scale smuggling out of urea
fertiliser into neighbouring
India and Myanmar because
of a wide gap between the of-
ficial price level in
Bangladesh and a soaring
price in the international
market.

According to informed
sources, the international

rice of per ton urea is 230
BS dollar, equivalent to about
Tk 9300, against the gov-
ernment-fixed price for do-
mestic markets ol Tk 3725

r ton.

"“The new system was not
desirable during this peak
hour.” said a top official of
the Bangladesh Chemical In-

ustries Corporation [(BCIC),
- ng that the system would
{ ensure proper supply of

iliser as it lacks monitor-
tng.

‘There was total absence
of monitoring,” the official
said of the severe crisis of

Fresh fertiliser
crisis feared

fertiliser last year that
sparked a nationwide violent
protest in which some farm-
ers were reportedly killed in
police firing.

There is now a ready
stock of 213,463 tons -
121,448 tons in the godowns
of the factories and 92,015
tons in the buffer stocks in
15 godowns across the coun-

try.

And, this stock s
rehsunablv satisfactory” and
enough to meet the require-
ments upto mid-February,
the BCIC officials claimed.
Moreover, the factories pro-
duced another 94,657 tons
and despatched 97,503 tons
till January 14.

But the problems remain
in distribution channel as
most of the dealers sold their
fertiliser at the mills gate at
prices u%tn Tk 210 a 50-
kilo against the offl-
cial ri::e T'.k 186.25, -

m% some windfall profits.

CIC officials admitted »

such sales, but said they had
nothing to do as such deals
take place outside the mills.
Dealers do such dealings be-
cause their security money of
Tk 2 lakh will be seized if
they fail to lift in time the
fertiliser allotted to them.

It is also because the
numbers of dealers in the
districts where the factories
are located are unusuall
high, and the dealers wi
small capital sell their quotas

to the big ones. said an offi-
cial.

f

Resolve crisis,
Hanif's appeal
to 2 leaders

Dhaka city Mavor Mo-
hammad Hanif yvesterday ap-

pealed to Prime Minister Be-
um Khaleda Zia and Awami

apgue chief Sheikh Hasina
to resolve the political crisis,
reports UNB,

He urged them find a so-
lution through mutual under-
standing while addressing a
meeting at Fulbaria. arranged
to mark the reopening of
Bangabazar hawkers' markets.

e Mayor thanked Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
for taking prompt measures
to help the fire victims.

'~ "You couldn't remain si-
Ient when blazes were gut-
ting hundreds of shops in the
hawkers markets. Immedi-
ately you came forward with
assistance to help the traders
who turned paupers,” Hanif
told the Prime Minister who
graced the occasion as the
chief guest.

Referring to the present
volatile political situation of
the country, Hanif observed,
"The political unrest, thou h
not visible, is also gutting t
entire fation.”

Parley
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interim government, he said
the government side had al-
ready placed its proposal to

the opposition leaders
during the previous
discussions.

Besides. Shamsul Islam
said, BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar had already spelt out the
government ]i_nlrupusal which
appeared in the newspaper.

He, however, did not say
if he had communicated the

government ﬁru posal to the
nppnaltinn through the U‘-}
Ambassador yesterday.

Opposition negotiator
Amir Hossain Amu had a
meeting with ambassador
Merrill at his residence last-

night. e
Opposition
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maat attended the meeting.
Briefing newsmen on the
meeting, Tofael Ahmed said
non-acceptance of the na-
tional demand for election
under a neutral caretaker
vernment “proves the rul-
is scared of a deba-
cle” in the election.

He said that after the dis-

solution of parliament, the
Prime Minister should have
resigned to make way for
election under ahcarttakcr
"The

overnment. Prime

inister's clinging to ?nwtr
olitical

has deepened the p
crisis.”

RSF protests
harassment
of newsmen

. By Staff Correspondent

Reporters Sans Frontieres
(Reporters without Fron-
tiers), a Paris-based inde-
pendent organisation, work-
ing to defend press freedom,

has protested the harassment |

of five journalists in Bangla-
desh this month.

In a fax message, ad-
dressed to the Prime Minis-
ter. Robert Menard, General
Secretary of RSF, said that
the organisation considered
the harassment of journalists,
a "serious abuse of power by
the authorities and grave in-
frmgement on press free-
dom." A copy of the message
was also sent to The Daily
Star yesterday.

e RSF also requested
the PM "We ask you to do ev-
erything in your power to en-
sure that journalists are not
harassed. to expressing criti-
cal opinions of either gov-
ernment or personalities,
especially during the coming
parliament election cam-

paign.
71 arms recovered

Members of the law en-
forcing agencies in their
countrywide drive against il-
legal arms recovered 71 fire
‘arms, 468 bullets and 40 ex-
plosives on the 26th day
ending yesterday morning.

The Muktijoddha Mu-
seum, which is due to open
soon, has received another
collection of memorabilia and
documents on the War of Lib-
eration and other freedom
movements.

Personal obhjects, papers
and a variety of other items
belonging to martyrs and

freedom-fighters, particularly

of the 1971 War, were do-
nated by I‘al:nlil},-r members
yesterday in a ceremony held

on the museum premises at 5

Segun Bagicha.

Members of the museum
authentication

Vice-Marshal (rtd)

Khundokar, received
items - lovingly carefl for
over the years - from sons,

A K

. Sunday

committee.
Prof Anisuzzaman and Air

the
_name pl

daughters and wives of the
owners, who selflessly laid

Ctg (South) BNP

splits

CHITTAGONG, Jan 15:
Chittagong (south district
BNP plunged into crisis
section of the local
formed a new convening
committee dissolving the
previous one on Sunday
night. reports UNB.

The mtlng formed a 9-
member new committee with
former MP Sirajul Islam as its
convenor. District BNP vice

resident Anwarul Hagq

adery presided over the
meeting held at Dost Building
in the city.

Meanwhile., in a state-
ment, Advocate Abu Saleh
Chowdhury, President of the
previous committee, tonight
strongly protested the deci-
sion saying that "they have no

right to dissolve the commit- |

tee.”

"] fail to understand that
how the committee was dis-
solved as no committee
meeting was called or held
night.” said the
BNP ludu' in support of
contention.

Referring to. the ruling

 aanten Chory
u said on
C or
o iy
sjon.,. no other person or
quarter can do it.
Abu Saleh Chowdhury,

who did not party nomi-
nation, . st for the forth
comf arliament election
as an candidate
from ‘'the constituency of
Chit 15 (Banshkhali).

slam Chowdhury, &

newcomer in BNP and vice

esident wof Chitt :

rhambt:ru of .llg
Industry [Emnm: Ir.t
thel:hgmuw

Yellow Panel
sweeps RUTA -

polls
From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 15: The
Yellow Panel backed by
gressive and a faction of na-
tionalist teachers swept the
Rajshahi University Teachers'
Association election today,

bagging all the 15 posts.

Prof Md Yunus of Eco-'
{ nomics Department was

elected President

262 votes while Prni H
Rafique Islam of the' same
department elected al

mretarymt.hﬂﬁi

Otheg office-bearers -are
Prof Nurul Afsar — Vice Pres-
ident; Prof M Mukhlesur
Rahman — Treasurer; M
Farug-uz-Zaman — joint sec-

- and Prof Hasan Azizul
Hagq, Prof M Abdur Razzak,
Prof M Khairul Alam Khan,
Prof Abu Bakar ue, M
Fayequzzaman, M Abdul
Mazeed, M Jah Kabir,

Mir Wahedul Islam, M Abdul

‘Muyeed and Prof Mizan Ud-
din — all members.

Two other panels — one
backed by Jamaat and BNP
and the other comprising
moderate teachers — con-
tested the elections held at
‘the Juberi Bhaban of the uni-

| versity from 9 am to 1 pm.

Collection of memorabilia on
at Muktijoddha Museum

By Staff Correspondent

down their lives for the na--

tion.

The items will be pre-

served and displayed at the
museum, a project of the
Muktijoddha ti Trust, an

urfnintlun committed to
olding the true history

v spirit of our struggles for

freedom.
A gun case and a
by A H Nurul Alam, an
of the Khulna Pa-

Eﬁr ills, who was killed by
e Pakistan
dled in a

"My husban

emplo

| batﬂﬁ with the Pak Army. He

had already killed four or five
of them, when he ran out of
bullets. They then killed
him," Shaheed Alam's wife,
Rashida A.Inm recn;}:d A
tacles an m clothes u:ed
Shaheed A SM Habibullah,

. presented by his

Awami
Hum y-hnhy

BNP normnatlons

Hartal, fast, rally
in dists contmue

RAJSHAHI, Jan 15: Ahalf- heed Minar premises at 10

day hartal, enforced the am in nt nst the
Inulunt!ll;enfru ﬂtn nomina 2of | Gani for
a -2 constituency.
candidate, was observed at Aﬁul Gani, who was
Mo thana today, re- celected from the seat in the
ports . last election. has again been
Mohonpur thana unit of selected from a three
BNP demanded that the pafty nomination to
e T
The unsuccessful nomina-
Rajshahi-3 (Mohonpur and (jon seekers® were Vice-
thanas) be changed  pregident of distsict BNP
in favour of Kamrul Moni, Mohammad Abdullah, Vice-
Sty unit - et s Ln:IhOwulng.n. ik
Witnesses said the angry . thana :
BNP activists during the har- L'”m'm”f i

of State Minister for (heir nomination
I d City H:yur Mizanur - a. er
an
s A rpid sl e dhemmier :'Illﬂ-ﬂ‘ failed to obtain party
to nominate Ahmed Ali, the district
the date for the . ic t of the BNP
who party nomination
The also held a (o -1 constitueney.
at bazar dur- venue and

went to the fasting

cap

ing at 6 pm.
City Mayor persona non ta
in the ::t. M NP Meanwhile, thana BNP ob-
unit mnvmuru::hdul Hamid served Ilhl.lf hl:l_ll
prulde:l over rally. terday in support
M demand for a review of the
Iuderl workers of nomination. '

'ﬂllnl BNP went on a Grumbling over ruling
hunger-strike untn-dnth m nomination is also
from this : ng on the district's
the party other ' seat. Meherpur-1,
ended it m two nl‘
juice after few hours.

Three

mm it

Hmdnmdﬁdvn—

cate

By DU Correspondent

Tesehare’ Adsociutan (DUT: ﬂ“mfg?::““‘.,ﬁi:"‘u :
: a mem-
demanded into the al- ber, our demands for
leged n ce ing tuting a medical board
treatment uban .a - and shifting him to CMH
teacher of DU wha died at saying Nuban was out
the Dhaka Medical College ' of danger.," Dr Arefin Sid-
Hougaul (DMCH) on Decem- ml:lt informed the journal- .
At a press conference He said Dr Hadi informed
i'terdlluﬂuumw b. the syndicate that the doc-
DUTA alleged that the negli- tors had taken. care of
gence of the hospital authori- Nuban and the hos-
ties to take action quickly led pital authorities for their
Nuban's death. rompt action regarding

thDrMHilmwi M‘luﬁ .

e general secretary o per Hadi's
DUTA. in a written statement Umﬁuhnmlﬂm;
said, was not treated cabin from the intensive care
wut:ad - 4.:::'11:!41::-{i oy E?T%‘An;ntf:nl mmdnyﬂ

as a
the jul I p?;l : th deteﬂm'.'um?&dﬁ
% R - te u
He said on December ﬁzrhemshlﬂgtu the
23 d led special cabin from the ICU and died
meet of the university syndi- three days later on December
cate for tn.tlng'n cess 26, he said.

steps to conmsti uum Dr Siddique said, "we
r Nuban and shift want safety on the streets,
him to the Military  minimum treatment at the

and.-an end to all
mwm

' " ROR Lo o Aeparbaent of
nt

Economits, received severe
injuries- in his eye and head
when he was attacked by
some unidentified miscreants
on December 17 near the
Jnﬂynﬁmwdhlm

conference was
attmded among others. by
DUTA president A ZIhu
rul Haq. former DUT.

Haq, Abdul Han

nan Chowdhury, Mohibur
Rahman md Shahid Akter

dau ter‘l

1 de ih hlrt .

“inclu e 8

wearing when mdmed | chlldren

| | From Paga i
bebn‘ln‘ :

'E:;hldul Huﬁ 3 h‘rh were, rulhed to
ng. v #mmw

A book and m was shifted haka

tngm s of Shaheed

son, Huuﬂmlﬁgglby

Some clothes worn

Shaheed Atiqur Ihhman was filed.
were dunltul his dlugh- In another incident a mi-
tar, Mini Rah nor boy was run over a

urlﬁlnll EIJI

m‘ records of they Concert lhr
Bangladesh, held in New

York were preu'nted by | abad died on the as he
was hand-made in 1971 | truck at t 12:30 pm

by in Canada. Faruk's Police seized the truck,

brother was a member of the | but the driver fled the scene.

_1: Eti

chief Ellnkh Humn lddmnn; a puhlm meetmg at Rupgan_r in

— Star photo

Hasina -

From Page 1
will never allow any unilat-
erally held elections.” said AL
residium member

ossain Amu.
He said that the demand
for lls under a neutral
c aker gmmmmt was

m an Awami 5:

Rather, its a
mand of all the o pmlunn
as well as t
of the country, he poin ed
Mﬁm key figu h
u, a re in the
opposition’'s behind-the-
scene negotiation with the
BNP, the caretaker gov-
ernment was the first step to
install an accountable gov-
ernMent.
The ruling party was en-
in a conspiracy to foil
tion campaign In
the name of the countrywide

Gmtnl (Retd.) KM Shafiul-
lah, Momta2 Hessain and Ab-
dul Motaleb.

Trishal BNP
expels
Khaleque

thana unit og the
Bung.de.h Nationalist Party
(BNP) has expelled Abdul
a former MP and
:l:mhtr uf the executive
committee of the thana unit,
for his mum activities,
says a press
The decision was taken at
an executive committee
meeting of the unit on Jan-

11.
ua%“ meeting urged the
BNP Chali and Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia

to expel ue from
pﬂmar}r mt:mhership of the

e meeting also sought
expulsion of Dr Malek from
rlmu.?r membership of the
party for his involvement in

conepiricy sesloe L% party

nation for Mymensingh-7
constituency hut the party‘u
parliament nomi-
nated Mahbub Anam for con-
the forthcoming JS

the constituency.

T'hc meeting also con-
gratulated the BNP Parlia-
men Board for nominat-
ing Mahbub Anam from the
Mymensingh-7 constituency
and expressed its commit-
ment to work for the party
nominee.

Question sets

From Page 1
recently decided to set uni-
form question papers from
the country's five education
boards after holding detailed
discussions with the officials
of the five education boards
and question setters.
The handout said that the
decision was also arrived at

| different workshops held in

the connection which was

cipated by the officials of
he five education boards,
board examiners and ques-
tion paper setters.

Writs
From Page |
an amendment ol the Consti-
tution. But the amendment of
Article 12 of the Reprcacnta-
tions of the People's Order,
1972 [Prcsid:ntial Dt'der no-
155 of 1972) as contained in
the Ordinance, 1995 is not
an amendment of the Consti-
tution and the same is illegal,
unlawful and had been made
without lawful authority, the
petitions stated.

Mugger
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lice said. However,
one of | escaped.
A case has been filed with
the thana.
Meanwhile, in another in-
cident a staff of The Daily

Star a with the help of
local caught two mug-
rs near bagh water

and h them over
to the Shabujbagh police

%ﬂﬁ?ﬂ identi-
s were ide

fied as B and Firoz, ice
said. Another member of the
e
e of three inter-

motor bike of the

staff near the water tank,

when he was returning home

from the office at about 11:45

pm Sunday, and tried to
snatch the of the bike.

A case has been filed with

Shabujbagh thana.

Amir

ﬁ

that he was
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LAHORE, Jan 15: Unknown assailants gunned down a
well-known Pakistani poet Mohsin Naqvi here today,
lice said. Naqvi. winner of a Presidential Award for

terature. was attacked

two men rid

a motorbike

who fled after the shooting outside a s in a city
residential area. Allama Igbal town, reports Al"‘lg'

Benazir urges Canada
to help stop Indian
nuclear test

ISLAMABAD, Jan 15: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto has urged Canada to
use its influence to stop India
from carrying out a second
nuclear test, r ts AFP.

At a dinner yesterday for
visiting Canadian Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretien, Benazir
expressed Islamabad’'s con-
cern about rl:crartn in the US
press that India was prepar-
ing to c out a second nu-

clear test. India ‘carried out
its first test in 1974.

India denies it is planning

a second test. 3
Benazir, who had talks
earlier with Chretien, also
expressed concern about In-
dia’'s missile development
programme. "Pakistan cannot
remain imimune to the re-
ess pursuit of missile de-
t in our neighbour-

* she said.
Pakd . which has fought
three w‘lth Indta since

lndcpendmc: in 1947, has
repeatedly warned New Delhi
against its Prithwvi
missile, which has a range of
about 250 kilometres and is

First space walk

HOUSTON (Texas), Jan
15: Astronauts on the US

Space Shuttle Endeatvour be-
gan their mission’'s first
space walk today to test
equipment and technolo
that could be used to

future space station, Hﬂﬁ.
announced here. Chlm

and Paniel

spacs walk .&"55"10"&&?
other walk is planned llte.r
on the nine-

mission, which started
Thursday, reports AFP.

~Former student
leader 'tortured
in custody’

Former student leader

Mamun Sarwar Dipu was ad-
mitted to a city hospital yes-
terday with serious injuries
from torture after his
arrest from his residence
Saturday night, reports UNB.

Dipu, former general sec-
retary of Ganatantrik Chhatra
Union and a leading n-
iser of the anu-Erlhngynm'
ment, was picked up

late Saturday

m his Khilgaon Tilpa Para
residence, said a press
release of the W

He wa:f rulem :
morning after his parents pu
signature on a white paper.

Dipu, who has been inac-
tive I‘run'lltrollticu for last two
years and looking after his
znill.|l1}gl_l mother, was admitted
to "Dhaka Community -
tal® at Malibagh yesterday
morning with serious in-
{urh:l. including a broken
eg. said the release.

The Workers Party
given electric
shock and beaten up with a
roller while hot water mixed
with chillies was poured on
his face.

:I.ly, Endeavour .

yest ¥,

DCCI - Senior vice-
Fazle R M Hasan,
dent Absar Karim Chowdhury
and immediate past presi-
dent R Maksud Khan.

capable of carrying nuclear
warheads.

Islamabad believes it is
being developed to target
Pakistan

Benazir said Pakistan
favoured mn-%ﬂlﬁ:mum in
South Asia. e wil work
with Canada to prevent the
proliferation of such weapons
of mass destruction in our
region. But the me of
non-proliferation must be
equitable and non-discrimi-
natory,” she said.

Benazir said her country is
willing to acdept any

nism to settle d'.lu tes wm;
India over the Ka issue

peacefully in accordance with

the UN resolu -
Chretien arrived here
from India a by a

large delegation of officials
businessmen to ore

hulinﬂu nppurtunltlcu in

Reaolvemmsm
24 hrs: Kamal

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hunlnm yesterday
ur ed both the nment

the main opposition to
I'l'!'ltﬂ'l'"l! the political stand-off
within next 24 hours, if nec-

essary through seeking the
advice of the prmr&:urt,
a workers'

BSS.

Addrﬂfuil:]lg
meeting of the party, Dr Ka-
mal said the current crisis in

itics was the r.rﬂtlon of
he big parties which be-
baved bly and they
should have to fice the con-

writ tition in the Hi
Counpechl.luntl e

the law
dcbarred the htnl:

DCCI memo

From Page 1

ated the DCCI ident's
views and emphasised the
role of private sector in the
economic situation.
the need for

competitive support from
government for dllﬁ.o
poultry farmi for
the agro-based

He said that the govern-
ment would take into consid-
erations the realistic and
fruitful recommendations of
the DCCI.

The delegation comprised
ega pnnt

ce-presi-

~

office, Dhaka.
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Bangladesh Bank
Motijheel Office
Dhaka

Tender Notice
Tender for 90-day Govt, Treasury Bill

Tenders for the 90-day Govt, Treasury Bill
will be received on 20.1.96. The intending
tenderers should submit their tenders in the
prescribed form which can be had from the
‘General Manager, Bangladesh Bank, Motijheel

The completed tender should be placed in

Bill" and should . be
deposited in the box exclusively kep
se in the chamber of General Manager,
Bangladesh Bank, Motijheel office, Dhaka
before 12-00 noon on 20.1.96. The results of
the auction would be announced on 21.1.96.
Successful bidders would be req
payment of cost price latest by 12-00 noon on

Individuals, business firms, co
corporate bodies, banks and financial
institutions residing/engaged in business in
Bangladesh are eligible for participation in the

A. H. Tawfique Ahmed

ibed "Tender for 90-
t for the

uired to make

&
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