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badminton live
on Star TV

Star TV returns to the
badminton courts with live
coverage from the Chinese
Taipei Open from Taipei.
Taiwan. Live action frbm
Asia's most loved sport be-
gins on Saturday. January
13th at 2:00 pm (BST) with
coverage ol the semifinal
rounds. This event marks the
first time the Chinese na-
tional team will be competing

in Taiwan for valuable Grand
Prix points. A record 23

countries will enter the tour-
nament competing for
USS125.000 in prize money,
says a press release.

On-site Mandarin com-
mentary will be presented by
Star TV badminton anchor-
women, Irene Chui, accom-
panied by Chinese national
team coaches Li Yong Bo and
Lin Shi Quan. Toto Dharmadiji
and Gillian Clarke will supply
Asia's badminton viewers
with thé English commen-
tary.

Star TV's badminton cov-

erage intensifies throughout

1996 with live broadcasts of
the Thomas & Uber Cup. the
Yonex All England Badminton
championships. Asia Cup, In-
donesian and Malaysian
Opens, culminating with the
World Grand Prix Finals at

the end of the ﬁar. |

SCHEDULE

Date BST Round
13Jan 2:00 pm Semifinals
14 Jan 2:00 pm * Final

Nagpur gets
green signal

NEW DELHI, Jan 12: A
cricket stadium in the Indian
city of N ur., where a wall
collapse killing 10 fans dur-
ing an international {n
November, was confirmed on
Wednesday as a venue for
next month's World Cup.

A senior World Cup official
told AFP the Australia-Zim-
babwe match on March 1
would be held at Nagpur,
near Bombay, as scheduled
after local authorities de-
clared the stadium to be safe.

“The Vidarbha Cricket As-

sociation (VCAJ) stadium in
Nagpur has been given the
o-ahead," the official said,
ut added that "certain pre-
cautions” were being en
for the World Cup match.

"We have instructed the
people in charge of the
match in Nagpur to prevent
over-crowding in the stands.”
he said.

A newly-constructed wall
in the renovated 40.000-ca-
pacity VCA stadium gave way
on November 26 during a
one-day matchr between India
and New Zealand, killing 10
fans and injuring 70.

Bayern won't
let Papin go

MUNICH, Germany, Jan
12: Bayern Munich said on
Thursday they had turned
down an approach by
league leaders Newcastle for
their French international
striker Jean-Pierre Papin,
reports Reuter.

"Papin is staying with us
until ihe mli of the at:gson.f‘ a
Bayern s sman said.

The F'Prgm:h daily I'Equi
reported earlier Newcastle
manager Kevin Keegan had
;:ﬂntat:t:ul:: tll:e German club
ast week thro an agent
but had not yetlugnhadc a con-
crete ulifer.

It said Papin. the 1991
European Player-of-the-Year,
.was unhappy at Bayern where
e has been unable to claim a

regular first team place this
seasoll,

However, Papin will be
available at the end of the
season for nothing, as Bayern
supremo Franz Beckenbauer
has told him that his con-
tract, which expires then,
will not be renewed.

Beware of
Atlanta!

WASHINGTON, Jan 12: At-
lanta, the site of this year's
Olympic Games, was ranked
the most dangerous city in
terms of violent crime such
as murder, rape, robbery and
aggravated assault, a private
survey reported on Thursday,
reports Reuter,

The Morgan Quitno sur-
vey. based on FBI crime

statistics from 1994, found .

Atlanta the least safe of the
100 largest US cities or ci-
ties with more than 100,000
people. :
he Miami area was

judged the most dangerous of
the country's metropolitan
areas, core cities and their
suburbs. )

Such erennial crime
capitals as New York City and
Washington, DC did not make
the 10 worst list, the su
showed. Out of 195 cities
listed in order of safety,

number ohe being the safest,.

New York ranked 132nd and
Washington was 173rd. By
contrast, Atlanta was 195th.
After Atlanta the most dan-
ﬁnus cities were Flint,

higan, St Louis, Missouri,
Tampa. Florida, Detroit,
Kansas City, Missouri, New
York, New Jer , Little
Rock, ﬁrka.nsaa..gammnu;
Maryland and Birmingham,
Alabama.

Atlanta was also the most
dangerous city in last year's
survey and many of this year's
worst were among the bot-
tom 10 last year.
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past Counier 6-4, 6-0.

;] MELBOURNE,
Jan 12: Add Ye-

vgeny Kafelni-
kov to the list of
contenders for

the Australian

tennis championship.
The fast-rising Russian
surprised defending Aus-
tralilan champion Andre

Agassi in a third set
tiebreaker on Friday and ad-
vanced to the final of the
Colonial Classic tennis tour-
:%mcnt at Kooyong, reports
Kafelnikov downed Agassi
2-6. 6-2, 7-6 [ 7-2) and the
American said he believes
Kafelnikov could be a serious
contender at the National
Tennis Centre when the first
Grand Slam tnun;:mcnt of
the begins on Monday.,
mnlkglv faces defcncjl,lng
champion.Michael Chang in
Saturday's final of the eight-
man event. Chang trounced
fellow American Jim Courier
6-4 , 6-0 in 67 minutes in
the first semifinal on Thurs-

Kafelnikov, the winner of
eight career titles, made two
Grand Slam quarterfinals last
year and reached the semis
at the French Open.

"He's certainly a factor to
be dealt with and he's tal-

ented enou to take the
next step,” said. " He's
a threat to beat anybody on a
good day.”

Agassi was warned for ver-
bal abuse and queried line
calls as he st ed to cope
with Kafeinikov's pace and

power.

Kafelnikov, seeded third
in the exhibition and now
ranked sixth in the world,
scored his seventh straight
win since arriving in Australia
earlier this month.

The confident 21-year old.
known as AK-47 some of
his rivals — in relerence to
the Kalashnikov rifle — last
week won the Australian
Hardcourt title in Adelaide.

"1 have a draw
to the quarterfinals of the

C?Jcn. and if 1 have a couple
of easy matches, an can
happen,” Kafelnikov said of
his I:PI'

ut

omeﬂu.
e Russian admitted
Agassi, who is ranked No 2
in the world, was not at his
best at :
" Today, no one was -
himself to the imit," said
elnikov, who scored his
third win in four matches

American Michael Chang fires a blistering forehand against compatriot Jim Courier in a
Colonial Classic exhibition game at Kooyong, Melbourne on January 11. Chang romped

— AFP/UNB photo

Kafelnikov stuns Agassi

with Agassi. "His ability is
much betler than he played
today. He can play 100 per
cenl better.”

Agassi sald he didn't see
the loss as a major sethack.

" 1 felt pretty good.” he
said. " |1 was hitting the ball
real clean, taking it early and
hitting it well, but obviously |
need to lift my intensity
about not letting the other
guy into the match.”

Aﬂnut sald he felt com-
pletely recovered from the

chest muscle injury that
tlh;clintd him from Septem-
“I'm feeling healthy and

{:ﬂ taking it up day by day.”
said.
Kafelnikov said the final

against Chang. of the best
retrievers in the game. would
give him a ide to his

readiness for the :

“I'm looking forward to
some rallies.” he said. "]
want to see whether I'm fit
or not.”

Wayne Ferreira of South

Africa defeated Australian.

Patrick Rafter 7-6 (7-4), 6-3
in an earher match to decide
5th and 6th placings in the
exhibition event.

LONDON, Jan
12: Manchester
United's high-
powered attack
of Eric Cantona,
Ryan Giggs and
Co pgoes up against the
Premier League's top de-
fensive team this weekend,
reports AP. -

United play Aston Villa at

| Old Trafford on Sa in a
top-level matchup of two
clubs hnl:ﬂnig to close the
who plsy Sunday againet lowty

o play y against
Coventry.

Villa are coming off
Wednesday night's 1-0 win

over First Division Wolver-
hampton Wanderers in the
uarterfinals of the League
up. That set up a marquee
semifinal clash against Arse-
nal later this month.

‘While Villa's offensive per-
formance against Wolves was
lackluster, the club main-
tained their defensive =
riority. Villa have co

just 16 goals in 26 this
season, includi goals in
20 league contests,

That record to be

put to the test by United,
which has scored 41 goals in
the league — second only to
Newcastle's 42, |

Villa's defence is-anchored
by Paul McGrath, the 36-
year-old Ireland interna-
tional. He gives ample credit
to his slgporﬂn cast of Ugo
Ehiogu, Gareth
Australian goalkeeper Mark
Bosnich.

"With the age 1 am, Ugo
and Gareth give me a lot of
Errgtectlnn.“ McGrath said.

ey do a lot of the hard

aft and, if I'm honest, I
think that's what | need at

uthgate and

this of my career.
"While re d the
work., I'm to read

ys
been playing like that all sea-
son."
McGrath won the FA
cap-
ture the League Cup against
the Reds in lﬂﬂi.pHn- he
dreams of returning to Wem-
for another Cup final.
. t would be fantastic to
have one last game at
Wembley, something that
would be great for me,” he
said. "We've had such a
season so far. It would a
nice way to cap things. 1
:nn‘t say it's my last season,
¥ 1 SN,
 Villa are in fifth place in
the league standings with 35
oints from 20 games, 13
hind Newcastle. Manch-
ester United are in second
with 41, seven adrift.
= th é'a lpoln:l -
ace ts, at
effield Wed : Pay. ¢
Fourth-place ttenham
host Manchester City amid
speculation that manager
C‘E:n-y' Francis is the favourite
to succeed Terry Venables as

in Zamorano

ROME, ' Jan 12: Inter
president Massimo Moratti
said on Thursday his club
were keen to sign Real
Madrid's Chilean s Ivan
Zamorano but also had their
eyes on proven goalscorers
such as England's Alan
Shearer, reports Reuter.

Clash of contrainess

England Eerch nﬂ;r this
summer's European Champi-
onships.

Arsenal, who knocked
Newcastle out of the
Cup 2-0 on Wednesday ;
play at Middleuhmuﬁh —
whose manager Bryan
is also a leading contender
for the E
Bruce

Arse manager
cue of an inquiry By the Foot-
cus of an .
touchline fracas Wednesday

with Newcastle assistant
Terry McDermott.

In other Premier League
games Saturday, it's bottom-
of-the-lable Beolton vs Wim-
bledon, Everton vs Chelsea.
Leeds vs West Ham, Notting-
ham Forest vs Southampton,
and Queens Park Rangers vs
Blackbuin.

In Division One, Derby —
mi:nhapoints clear of Charlton
e me against Readi IE

In Scotland, Rangers L
Raith with a chance to widen
their five-point lead over
Celtic, which has a game in
hand.

The Scottish First Division
Club Dunfermline have de-
mfd?y‘ to go ahen:jl w‘lt}é Sat-
u s game against Clyde-
bank despite the tragic death
this week of captain Norrie

McCathie.

The bodies of 34-year-old
McCathie and 26-year-old
Amanda Burns were found at
the pla;lrcr'n cottage on Mon-
day. Police said they died of
carbon monoxide poisoning.

The club postponed their
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. « Newcastle's French star David Ginola (14) is given marching
: after being adjudged to have elbowed Arsenal defender Leée Dixon
during a Coca-Cola Cup quarter final tie at Highbury on January 10. The
resulted in a touchline cemfrontation between Arsenal ma
| Newcastle assistant manager Jerry McDermott.

| sending-off
nager Bruce Rioch and
— AFP/UNB photo

satellite broadcast
Tﬂ:";ri have already crossed
e have
the zero hour. There i» no
um;eteft. The clearance has
to secured immediately.”
secretary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
itE-lch" Jagmohan Dalmiya
B

Star acquired its rights
from W el. the firm that

bought the rights from the
World Cup organisers, after
WorldTel rescinded a deal

signed in 1994 with Door-

darshan on the grounds that .

its paymentis were delayed
bey schedule.

But Doordarshan insists no
broadcast can Lake place
without its help, an
Indian law that gu- -

of te broadcast sig-
nals from the Indian sofll
without sanction.

“If India cannot meet the
uplinking facilities. the Pak-
istan Sri Lankan erickeéet
authorities have offeréd to
step in and epiit India's
maiches between them.”

said.

WorldTel says Star has

exclusive cable broadcast
rights and is open to a déal
on terrestrial broadecast in
India with Doordarshar.

Dalmiya said the 5

said it would up

the matter after the

Court considers the : g

The Sports Mini falls

under the Federal man
Resource Minister Madhay
Rao Scindia. who is the

jdent of PILCOM, the Pak-
istan-India-Sri Lanka
Organising Committee for the
World Cup.

year by Botafogo forward
Tulio who took over his man-
tle as Brazil's most deadly

E

4 at other clubs,

Chilean
Zamorano announced he

will face Todd

Martin in the fi-

nal of the Peters

international tennis tournam-

ent after hoth came
o sge irnegg—ibany
- Friday,
AP.

The match will be a y
of their Grand Slam Cup final
last month.

Ivanisevic defeated Aus-
tralian Todd Woodbridge 6-3,
7-6 (B-6). while fifth seeded
Martin struck 13 aces as he
overcame Britain's Greg
Rusedski 7-5, 7-6 (7-2).

In women's quarterfinal
matches, fifth seed Brenda
Schultz-McCarthy of the
Netherlands upset third-
seeded American Ma Joe
Fernandez 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 to
earn a showdown with lop
seed Menica Seles.

Serond seed Kimiko Date

Hot-headed Croat Goran lvanisevic is a study of

of Japan overwhelmed sixth
seced Chanda Rubin of the
United States 6-0, 6-1, and
will Ilu::dimn'lh seeded Amer-
ican Lindsay Dawvenport, who
defeated Nicole Bradtke of
Australia 6-3. 6-7 (6-8), 6-3.

Ivanisevic needed a great
deal of patience to overcome
the steady baseline play of
Woodbridge. The Croatian
broke in the opening
on his fourth break point, but
failed to convert any of five
more break nts when
leading 2-0 as was drawn
into many long rallies.

Woodbridge. who out-fired
Ivanisevic by seven aces to
five., still struggled on his
serve as he cancelled out his
ace count with an equal num-
ber of double-fauits, and he
faced 13 break points in the
first set.

But he rallied strongly,.
slicing the ball to prevent
Ivanisevic from finding too
much pace. and he worked

S
W e 1.'{'
el L

concentration as he hits a double-handed backhand on
his way to the finals of the Sydney International on
January 12. Ivanisevic defeated Australia's Todd

Woodbridge 6-3, 7-6.

— AFP/UNB photo
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his way into the net well be-
fore putting away somne crisp

Ivanisevic adapted well
and broke serve again to
claim the first set. In the
second set Woodbridge had
several chances to level the
match. He broke for 4-3, but
allowed lvanisevic to break
back in the next game.

Then. after he had saved
two match points at 6-5, he
held a set point in the
tiebreak but netted a return.

“1 had 19 break but
only won three, and that's
not ,* sald Ivanisevic,
"but in the end I won the
match and that's what
counts.”

Rusedski took an early
lead in the second set, break-
ing for 2-0 in a game in
which Martin hit three aces
and two double-faults. But

Rusedski double-faulted in
the fifth to allow Martin
back into the set. and

then went with serve e
Martin dominated the
tiebreak.

Schultz-McCarthy broke
Fernandez on her third break

nt to lead the first set 5-4.

t two double faults in the
next game assisted Fernan-
dez in leveling at 5-5. Fer-
nandez then held set at
6-5, but Schultz-McCarth
held off the challenge an
clalmed five straight points
in the tiebreak to lead 6-3.
The second set was decided
by one break of serve, for 3-1.

Date took just 55 minutes
to dismiss Rubin, winning
the first nine games,
although she had to save two
break points in the second
game. Rubin won guut six
points on serve in the first
set and seven in the second,
but she broke Date in the
10th game of the match.

Davenport won the last
four games of her 111-
minute battle with Bradtke.
closing out the match on her
third match point.

BAF volleyball

CHITTAGONG, Jan 12: Air
headquarters unit team
clinched the title of the iIn-
ter-base vul!cghall champi-
onship of the Bangladesh Air
Force that concluded at the
BSF Base Zahurul here
Thursday, ;

won the title defeat-
ing Base Bashar by three
straight sets (15-4, 15-11,
15-10) in the final match.

Corporal Shahid of Air
Headquarters unit team was
adjudged the best player of
the meet.

MADRID. Jan 12:

Without a
title an:lﬂig‘.?';

and near
out of the First
Division more
than once in the
last few years. Atletico
Madrid's success is causi
the earth to quake — "g
AP.
Self-doubt, resignations
and turmeil have u'ltf::ted like

a mid-season plague. with
H H:Idru‘l mm-

ump Argentine
- m::’) Jorge ‘vﬂdm and
ing likewise with Johan

on the verge of do-

eady this week, Real's
sitriker Ivan

will leave the 26-time

Spam:h champions at sea-
soi1's end,
"I've been at this institu-

Romario managed 26 | tjon four years and always

goals in the Rio de Janeiro

been a sincere professional,

championship compared to §delivering my best. At times.
Tulio's 27 and a modest nine Jthe treatment I get doesn't

in the Brazilian champi-
onship during which Tulio
hit the net 23 times. -

appearances for his count
last year but has sald that
wanted to be included as an
over-age player {n Brazil's

squad for the Olympic Gamies

if they qualify.
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form
with
poodly. broke his $6e aind s
suspended for 40 days ﬁ

ng obscene gestures

In December Flamengo
sold him to Corinthians of

"

match what I've given this

Botha fails
.. dope test

- .BONN, Jan 12: South
African boxer Frans Botha
failed a do test after he
won the IBF world heavy-
weight boxing title last
month, the German Boxing
Federation announced today,
reports AFP.

Federation vice-president
Mario Hille said that a first
urine sample taken from the

27-year-old Botha Eargved to
be positive that he taken
illegal drugs.

ly run

team,” Zamorano told re- chases after Barcelona
porters.. to a fourth-
Zamorano, last year's {gh Season. isolat -
scortng champ with 28 goals. ing the 48-year-old Dutch-
has only five in 20 this man is his comments that

season while Real have
5 ed — by their stan-
dards — to a 9-5-6 record,
sixth place 16 ts behind
ue-leading tico.
eanwhile, FC Barcelona
more than hinted this week
that Cruyff, despite winning

four of club's 14 titles in

his six years and their onl
Ehlﬂlphﬂlcupu:f

"They cant get thi
straight,” a defiant Cruyfl
Wednesday after club chair-
man Jose
Publlcly he

that was

cﬁvrepar the case for a very

flicult on."

Barcelona last week fell to
11-5-4 and fourth place, 10
points behind Atletico head-
ing into the Sunday's 21st-

5 Nunez warmed

have placed the fault on the
team'’s trouble on the players.

Tulio honours
fans' entrea

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 12:
Striker Tulio, the leading
scorer in Brazilian soccer last

year, said on he had
decided to stay with
despite reports that a

Japanese club was prepared
to ‘pay hililll 5 nt:ﬂ.unn dollars
to sign for them, reports
Reuter. i
Brazilian news reports,
which were not confirmed,
said on Wednesday that the
unidentified club had offered
7 million dollars to Botafogo

round m;tchl against De- anfhcm:thﬂ 5 million dollars
portivo, who also have strug- to player himself.
gled this s:aﬁnn.l - l;ér have received lots of
Real are hos Zaragoza telegrams me to stay,
on Sunday, who also see: many of them t:hﬂd:rur:l.
Compostela vs Espanyol, Real and this moved me,” said
Sociedad vs Racing San- Tulio. "I'm sure we can win a
tander, Tenerife vs ring lot of titles and a lot of
Gijon, Salamanca vs lla, happiness to ogo and

Valencia vs Celta, Oviedo vs
Merida. Rayo Vallecano vs
Athletic Bilbao.

On Saturday, Atletico are
at Albacete and Betis are

li%ﬂtthtmmtﬂl“hldin

Tulio said, he felt that
ntlyinghln Brazil would im-
prove his chances of being

home against Valladolid. selected for the Brazil na-

" Nunez complains man- tional team and of playing in

agement, read that as Cruyff, the 1998 World Cup.

is not getting the results ex- president Carlos
ted ﬂftl.'.‘l;j last summer's : ﬂlmtm

eavy spending to acquire e

ntwvzi'rorcipgcn ta!lgnt, Imh.tlldin would m: finance Tulio,

Bosnian Meho Kodro an who reports said would re-

Portugal's Luis Figo. ceive 90,000 dollars a
Cruyff pursuaded man- the best-

agement Lo make the pur-

y
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