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5 y US President Bill Clinton hstens to a reporter's ques-
-1 tmn on Thursday durmg his first formal news
+; conference of the year in the East Room of the White
' House. Clinton spoke about his upcoming trip to
2 : Bosnia and also told reporters that he is optimistic that

“a balanced budget agreement will be reached with

members of Congress.

"y

__ AFP UNB photo

ne's stalker arrested: i man
lleged to have been stalking Princess Anne was arrested

SThursd
with a charity

+

near a church shortly before she arrived to

group, AP reports from Liverpool.

.. Bernard Qumn 53, was charged with conduct likely to

;t'du.a-:‘ a breach of the peace. and held in jail.
scheduled to appear in Liverpoo

Xlay. "He was spoken to an number of occasions b
ﬂ‘ivr:era, but because of his conduct he was arrest

He was
1 Magistrates Court on Fri-
police
to pre-

~Yent that breach of the peace,” said Merseyside Police Sgt

‘LJ-nn Blackbum,

WP reports from New Delhi.

6 killed in Indian road mishap:

Al least six people were killed when the car they were
travelling in rammed into a speeding train at a railroad
Wrossing in northern India Thursday. a news agency said,

The collision occurred at an unmanned railroad cross-

] hu, near Jodhpur town in Rajasthan state, about 400

kilometers (250 miles)

\)

Palestinian sources said.

west of New Delhi.
&f India reported quoting police. The dead included three
gyomen and two children. While four people were killed
instuntaneously, two others died in hospitals, United News

] ] ]
vArafat arrives in Tunis : raestinian
“authority leader Yasser Arafat arrived Thursday in Tunis to
eet senior PLO officials opposed to his peace deal with
srael, sources said, AFP reports from Tunis.
Arafat was greeted at the airport by the Tunisian Sec-
Jetary of State for Foreign Affairs, sald lbn Mustafa, and
iFarug Kaddumi, head of the PLO's political department,

United News

#se #1iior leader Deng Xiaoping has told a gathering
Shanghal that all of his family, including his father, are
in good health, AP reports from Baijing.

“+ "Everyone in our household is in good health,"

Beng in good health : me cidest son ot

said

'Deng Pufang, in Shanghai for a gathering on the disabled,
the local newspaper Xinmin Evening News said in a re-
_Imrl Thursday seen in Beijing on Friday.

‘1 shot dead in SA court office :a

man shot his wife dead in a court prosecutor's office in

oJohannesburg Thursday, durmghan argument over
payment of maintenance for t

the
eir one-year-old child,

jpolice said, AFP reports [rom Johannesburg.
;. The 34-year-old off-duty prison warder had been
summoned to the Johannesburg courts to discuss the 500-

rand (138-dollar]

monthly payment, when he pulled out

he gun and fired two shots at his wife.

discloses Shin Bet chief's name:

'fsrael television on Thursday for the first time used the
mame and gave the hometown of the outgoing head of the
Shin Bet security service, AP reports from Jerusalem.
' - Quoting a report by the Washington Post, state-owned
"1srael television said the man always identified by law as C.
‘was Carmi Gilon. The television quoted the American dally
s saying Gilon lived in the Jerusalem suburb of Meveseret
’éinn Des ite the disclosure, the television broadcast his
{mage but cnntinued to blur his face.

Pakistan rejects Masood's
4-p0111t Afghan peace plan

. ISLAMABAD, Jan 12: Pak-
isfan on Thursday rejected a
peace plan prngnsﬁd l::-dy
Afghan President Burhanu
dig Rabbani’'s main comman-
der. Ahmed Shah Masood,

ing it does not meet by
tiye president's opponents.
reports

"It is a stcp backward.,” a
[qreign office spokesman

. At a news conference in
Hﬁlhul on Wednesday, Masood,
agked the opposition parties
tﬂ agree on a ceasefire, open

lhwdys exchange prison-
ers and start negotiations for
aplransfer of
¢ But his pla

wer.
an i:fnnt in line
ith opposition han par-
‘{ﬁ ; d!;?nand thatg Rabbani
sﬁguld resign, the spokes-
man said.
"It is not even in conso-
ice ‘with Rabbani's own
ateinent that he would step
wn" and transfer power to
interim administration. he
aglded.
« Masood unveiled his for-

rgula as Iranian Foreign Min-
e ——

ister Ali Akbar Velayati flew
to Islamabad on a previnual]r
unannounced visit to discuss
peace in the war-ravaged
nei bouring state.
1e spokesman acknowl-
edged that Iran and Pakistan
maintain differing stances on
the status of the Rabbani
regime.

[ran belleves the rei
power in Kabul should be
dealt with while Pakistan be-
lieves Rabbani's legitimacy
expired more than a year ago
when his two-year tenure
ended, the spokesman said.

He said Velayati's visit had
resulted in "better apprecia-
tion" of the situation and a

"better understanding of each
other's position” on the
Afghan problem. .

"Things are very very pos-
itive," he said, adding that
the Iranian foreign minister's
trip was to allay any misun-
derstanding between the two
countries.

"We have both identified
our interest in peace,” ht
said.
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US urges Chechens to free hostages

PARIS. Jan 12: President
Boris Yeltsin said on Thurs-
day the Kremlin was ready to
wlthdraw all its troops from
Chechnya to defuse a three-
day hostage seizure by rebels,
brul only il the rebels agmed
to abandon the use¢ of armed
force, r s Reuter.

Speaking after meeting
President Jacques Chirac, he
said: "There are talks going
on inside Chechnira As soon
as they (the rebels) agree on
not using weapons we will
withdraw our troeps. Only
the police will remain to
Al Was apcatd

eitsin was s i on
the steps of the E{n II}EH.IICE
after being asked by a Russian
reporier what measures he
was taking to end the h
seizure by Chechen rebels
nef uring D

t was not lmmcdillltljf
clear to which talks inside

Chechnya he was referring.

The Kremlin position is that
it is up to the Moscow-
backed government of Doku
Zavgayev to negotiate within
Chechnya.

Moscow originally promi-
sed to withdraw most of its
troops last July but the
partial military accord it ne-

otiated with the rebels led

Dzhokhar Dudayev effec-
tively broke down in October
and no talks have taken place
since then.

Russia has always insisted
that the rebels lay down their
arms: It was not clear if
Yeltsin's remarks repre-
sented just a repetition of
this long-standing position or

something new.
Me ile, talks resumed
today between Chechen

unmen holding some 200

ostages in a southern Rus-
sian village and Dagestani res
ﬁ_unal and military officials.

AR-Tass news agency said.

It said the talks. aimed at
breaking a stalemate of al-

most two days in which the
rebels have been held up by
Ruutan forces in the village

? am tmogmﬁ% remumed

The rebels of the "Lone
Wolf" group raided the
Dagestani town of Kizlyar on
Tuesday, seized a hospital
and took some 2,000
hostages. They left the
following day in a convoy of
buses releasing most of
their captives.

The gunmen, led by
Salman Raduyev,

safe passage into
Ch:chn A from
neighhnuringh region
tan but have uid thcy
will not leave without a
"human shield” of
aid workers and politiclans.
Russian military comman-

ders and D i negotia-
tors insist tEe rebels must

KATHMANDU, Jan 12:
Nepalli Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba yesterday
called for regional coopera-
tion and ce in the South
Asjan subcontinent, reports
Xinhua.

Addressing the opening of
the Rotar Internationa.l
South Asia Conference on Co-
operation and Development
here today, Deuba said South
Asia was one of the least de-
veloped regions in the world
and there could be no devel-
opment without regional co-
operation and peace.

Nepal adheres to its pﬂlkg
of maintainin g ace an
postering goodwill with all

the couniries in the world..

pecially its neighbours,
Dcuhanaid.

He said the emergence of
the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) had brought in a
new era of cooperation and
development among south
Asian countries.

Chirac offers to

send troops to
Syria, Lebanon
PARIS, Jan 12: French

President Jacques Chirac of-
fered on Thursday to send

with / jsrael, Israeli Prime
Minister Shimhon Peres said,

Go
withﬂraw_i'lllhc J’ﬁ;‘::mh
T

n . F‘ram:

. bato
Lebanon. . .
Israel and are con-
ducting talks with US media-
tion on a ce eement

the ngh state

under”

would withdraw from the
Golan Heights ca tumd in
the 1967 war.

Wamgm

Thatcher atta.cks --

left-wing of
her party .

LONDON, Jan 12: In a
scathing attack on the left-
wing of her Conservative Party,
former Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher said Thursday
the Tories best chance for
reelection was to keep

ﬁtmwgﬂght reports AP.

. The current idea, puii :

nrnunﬂ by some malcontents,
that the Conservative Party is
in trouble because it has
moved to the right — and
that this is what needs to be
remedied — is baloney." she

Thatcher dcliver:d her
speech in' memory of Keith
Joseph, the intellectual at
the heart of her free-market

reforms, who died in 1994.

Baroness Thatcher
strongly backed her succes-
sor, John Major, in her first
major speech on domestic is-
sues since she was ousted
from power in 19%

5
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Kremlin ready to quit Chechnya
to end hostage drama : Yeltsin

release their hostag

Russian furm:s un Thurs-
day tightened a ring of ar-
mour around Pervomayskaya.
which is just short of the
border.

AFP adds from Washi
toni, the United States cal
on Chechen rebels in south-
erm Russia on Thursday to re-
lease hostages held two
days but also urged Moscow
to exercise restraint in deal-

. ing with the crisis.

"We condemn the h -
taking which has cost and
endangered the lives of inno-
cent citizens.” said State De-
partment spokeswoman Anne
Johnson.

Chechen fighters com-
mandeered buscu carrﬂng
some 2,000 peo in the
Dag:stani town o szljra: on
Tuesday but most of the cap-
tives were released the fol-
lowing day.

Oggosition blames govt for rigging

PPP heading for victory in
Sindh by-election

KARACHI, Jan 12: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's
party was heading for a land-
llide victory today in a by-
election in a key southern
province, as the op tion
accused the government of

rigging the poll. reports AFP.

Unofficial counting of bal-
lots in voting on Thursday for
the National Assembly seat at
Banghar, a distriet in Sindh
province, some 500 kilome-
tres (300 miles) northeast of
here, showed an overwhelm-
ing lead by a candidate from
the ruling Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), Fida Hussain
Dero

The chpuultiun Pakistan
Muslim ague announced

halfway through the vote on
Thur thlt it was boy-
cotting the election. charging
the government with massive
rigging. stuffing of ballot
boxes and voter intimidation.
Senator Ishtiaq Azhar of
the ethnic-bas Mohajir
Qaumi Movement (MQM)
accused the government of
manipulati e voting and
said over MQOM workers
had been arrested during the
polling. The MOQM was sup-
porting the PML candidate.
"They (the PPP) had a
opportunity to build up
u-edihillty with Thurl-
day's election,” said PML
leader Haleem Siddiqul.
"Now no one can trust them
to hold even a mid-term

election.”

While the one seat will not
till the balance in the Na-
tional Assembly either way,
the by-election was consid-

ered a litmus test of senti-

ment in the key province, a
traditional PPP tion.

At least 19 candidates
r:nnlr: the poll, but the

8 primarily between
lhc and the PML. Thc

latl:ll unof I'Icinl count, b-
Eﬂ(fz

b; official a
APP on Friday ve 7
FPF n 16,000 to

The third main candidate
was [ielded by a breakaway
PPP faction headed by Be-
nazirs estranged brother
Murtaza Bhutto.

Bush_ f(_jr continued vigilance against DPRK

North Korea accuses South of

blocking vital int'l aid

SEOUL, Jan 12: North Ko- the outside world tor emer-

rea on

damage esti
mates were exaggerated nnd

Eﬂfﬂﬂliﬁhﬂfﬂl say-
it suffered severe food
mundhythehuv—

accused rival South Korea of Iﬂtrﬁninl

vital international

ﬂmatuthcdn.magcat l&hll-

South Korea ‘gave

'ﬂdtn country., reports lao.onomnf&um but
AP, UH ' talks for further ts
I'EIRI officials rﬂum were suspended rising
ing from the North have u— military and ‘tensions.
ported rospects © Seoul il Jw and
follmrmg tl!ll II
massive summer m tn
that ted vast stretchu t mmi'.-te
of farm The North tu prm ties 'ﬂ.l[

| =

lion dollars. § North
But South Korea. mm'llh- xm . ptop
to against an its anti- a
diate fur its mm.llt ‘and military “huﬂi-up near
nve.i,ghhour quelthnﬂ] the Ind ﬂl: an official

Suuthl{ornw
are these
heated in

tries of the world from.in-
humanitarian assis-
‘tance to North Korea.” the

deapk:lhle w::rld
acts to prevent other coun- which

m-lwlncnnﬂduwx

Rum based UN
Programme,

in the North, said it
have to close its office
in North Korea later this

Hnrthauﬁ:lal Korea Central m:thunh-thutilasharp

News . said.
In an unusual mnv:- the

| isolated North app;uled to

e

in donations.
estern relief officials es-
timate that th North pro-

tes relief food

duced 4 million tons of grain
last year, far short of its 7

Ullnn ton needs. But Seoul
&ﬂdl.ll hlﬂ! played down the

rospects of imminent
amine.

Meanwhile, former US
President Bush took a

ﬁnﬂ: stab on Friday at the
S policy on South Korea,
accusing Washington of ap-

to isolate Seoul as it
seeks better ties with com-
munist North Korea.

In addressi
and political as part
of Citibank's annual Asia
Leadership lecture series,
Bush also called for contin-
ued joint vigilance against
hard- North Korea.

"I don't want to' see my
country dealing with North
Korea in a way that causes
concern in South Korea.,” he

said.
He qualified his

gentle
stab by ad that he is not

acc Wa on of going
behind ul's back, but that
“it should not _appear to be

doing it either.”

e

£

Newly appointed Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto (2nd R) attends an attestation

ceremony at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Thu

raday. At left is Emperor Akihito and

centre is outgoing prime minister Tomiichi Murayama. Hashimoto was elected as

Japan's 82nd pnma minister Thursday by a parliamentary majority from the ruling
tripartite coalition in the lower House of Representatives.

— AFP UNB photo
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Off the Re(:m’l

US actor David Hasselhoff is hugged by his 3-year old
daughter Hayley Amber on Thursday during a
ceremony honoring him with a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Hasselhoff stars in the internationally

syndicated "Baywatch,"
show in the world,

the most watched television
i8 seen 1n 144 countries and

watched by more than one billion viewers a week.

—AFP UNB photo

Demotion from councillor
to street sweeper!

BUENOS AIRES: An
who lost her seat was

Argentine small-town councillor
given new duties as a street sweeper
by the winners of the election, re

ports Reuter.

Alcrira Florentin De Yelem of the Peronist Party started

sweeping on Monday,

owned Telam news agency re
The new radical Party a
Wanda denied they

wearing a large si
neck saying "Former Peronist town Counci

around her
" the state-
ed on Thursday.

ministration of the town of

ad made Florentin De Yelem sweep

streets out of ma]lﬂ' arguing it was the only job she was

capable of doing.

‘She doesn’t even know how to type.”

Kallsten, the new mayor.

said Armando

] o . )
Wedding in a circus party
BOGOTA, Colombia: He dropped his pants in front of

university students. He went on television clutching a giant
carrot replica. Now Bogota's maverick mayor wants to get

niarried

wed January
old student.

—-in a circus, reports AP.

Mayor Antanas Mockus, a 43-year-old
who won the 1994 election in a landslide, is
28. The bride, Adriana Cnrduha. is a 26-year-

political outsider
planning to

The plans are grandiose — 3,000 gu:sts clowns, ele-
phants and other circus animals.

Because it is Mockus' second marriage, a church wed-
ding is not allowed by the Roman Catholic church. Instead,
the couple will be married in a civil ceremony.

Mockus, an unabashed eccentric, first gained fame as

rector of Colembia's National University,
dropped his pants and showed his buttocks to

a meeting.

where he
students at

As mayor, he hired music bands and street mimes to

tech citizens to respec
as a symbol of clean li

t traffﬂc Inw:ulﬁ adopted the carrot
or the h y seasorn, ap
the real

on television with a stuffed carrot replica or eating

thing.
ere may be s

s in the wedding

plans.

One circus nffere§1l5 big top but is scheduled to leave

town before the wedding.

'Cheese,' jagged teeth —
were clues for nabbing him

BUDAPEST: A jagged bite in a discarded piece of cheese
teeth to a longstanding manhunt for a serial thief, po-

vE
ﬁze said Thursday,
Police in the western Hu

reports AFP.

border town of

arrested a man for a string of tthtl after noticing his
jagged teeth, the MTI news agen

€ man's detention remjn tlll:l]’l of the imprint on
a piece of uneaten cheese found at a
earlier been robbed, police officer Rﬂbert Nemeth said.
only to smile before detectives began a

The suspect had
search of his house for slnl:n

arrested as soon as he said "cheese,” Nemeth said, adding
that he later admitted to the thefts.

restaurant had

oods; Nemeth said. He was

Al-Faran shifts hostages .
to warmer Jammu region

JAMMU, India, Jan 12:
Separatist guerillas have
shifted their four Westerner
hostages south to escape the
bitter cold of the Kashmir
winter, officials said on
Thursday, reports Reuter,

They said Al-Faran mili-
tants had moved the four
tourists, now in their seventh
month of cap tiﬂt¥ from the
high. cold hills of the Kash-
mir Valley to the
warmer Jammu region.

"Because of severe cold in
Kashmir, they have shifted
them to Jammu,"” said a gov-
ernment official who asked
not to be identified.

The tourists and their
captors have been sighted by
local residents from time to
time. They were seen in the
Jammu region in October but
by late last month were back
in the valley, near the spot
where they were kidnapped
in July.

American Donald Hutch-
ings, German Dirk Hasert
and Britons Keith Mangan
and Paul Wells were appar-

lower,

ently in good health and
guarded by dozens of armed
militants when seen in De-
cember.

The Press Trust of India
,sSaid there were reports the
hostages had been shifted to
the Doda-Udhampur areas of
the Jammu region, more
than 100 km (60 miles) from
the Anantnag district of the
Kashmir Valley where they
were recently seen.

Al-Faran is one of dozens
of separatist groups fighti
Indian rule in Jammu an
Kashmir state. The group be-
headed a fifth hostage. Nor-
wegian Hans Christian

Ostroe. who was found in a
remote Kashmiri forest In
mid-August,

After kidnapping the
tourists, the shag mili-
tants demanded lhal India
release some 15 jalled sepa-
ratists including three Pak-
istanis.

India refused but ruled out
a rescue raid for fear of en-
dangering the hostages.

-T errorism won't
spush US out of
KSA, says Perry

o WASH]HGTGN Jan 12:
rrorism will not push the

%ﬂteﬂ States out of Saudi
abia, Defence Secretary

Williaimn Perry said Thursday,
ding that the oil-rich coun-
wa:;generally stable.” re-
rts

"Our mission there is very
portant, and we are not
ing to be pushed out of the
untry by an act of terror-
n,” he said in an interview
PBS television.
E.‘;. November 13 car-bomb-
ifhg ‘outside the offices of US
ilitary trainers killed five
*ricans and two Indians,

Muslims

CELIC, Bosnia, Jan 12:
The Muslims in this muddy
mountain village, high is
Bosnia's craggy mountains,
cheered this week when an
armoured US army column
rolled through and ran
straight into a dead-end at a
walled cow pen, reports
Reuter. .

They wanted the soldiers
to stay for good.

If he wished for a confi-
dence boost, President Bill
Clinton might want to stop by

weekend. But he will never
come near a place where ev-
male between the age of

l?and 70 carries a weapon.

when he visits Bosnia this

in Bosnia

Too bad for him. His spon-
sorship of a plan to end the
war may be controversial at
home, but its wins high
‘marks in beleaguered Celic.

This remote village lies

_next to the dividing line be-

tween .Bosnian government
and Serb-held terri
man's land of mines, mortars,
mac and cannon.

. The dozing cow took little
notice of the noisy military
vehicles as they clanked up
the muddy lanes nf nnrthmt
Boania,

An old womagn on the t
floor of a shell-shattered
house on the narrow lane

wept at the sight. Children
jumped and waved in the

tory. a no.

want US peacekeepers to stay for good

that will

slush-and mud-filled alret.-t aa
the convoy crawled b

men raised their hands wi

V for victory salutes, uffm'ing
soldiers cigarettes and plum

The only English-speaker
in the crowd shouted
"Amtricanl stay, Russians
0," a message that when
anslated drew laughs and

applause,
The le here are fear-
fu] of the arrival soon of a

1,500-man Russian bri

oin the 60,

member NATO force to en-

force thle fragile US-designed
an.

Thcy feel the Russians,

who are due to start arriving

ade

on Friday, will be too close to
their traditional friends the
Serbs a few kilometres
(miles) away over the hills.
For 3 and half years, the two
sides tried to drive each
other out and the Muslims
fear the Russians may let the
fighting resume.

The US commander of the
Italy-based 3-325 airborne
combat team battalion in
Bosnia, Lieutenant-Colonel
Curtis Scaparrotti, .led the
column into the dead-end on
the bad advice of a Bosnian
army scout who chose a
wrong turn.

Backi

the bulky combat
trucks an

humvee jeeps out

of the ti took half an
hour mmlh the good-
natured help of the villagers.

But for the uneasy and
tired troops in the column,
the unannounced visit and
the sincerity of the greeting
was a pleasant break in their
rolling tour of "one messed-
up country.” as htimvee jeep
driver al Warren John-
.ston put it.

As the column rolled for
10 hours one day this week
up and down the dividing
line through Serb and Mus-
lim-held towns, Serb soldiers
appeared for the most part to
be hap tn see them, risi
from trenches an
hunkcrs tﬂ get a look at the

modern equipment and
weapons the US peacekeep-
ers carried.

A convoy of creakin

clanking 50 year-old

and
viet

tanks. the lead one sporting a |

hung red. white and hlur
Bosnian Serb ﬂagh

US column near here as t
came back from the front
line. The crews smiled and
shouted to the tight-lipped

Americans.
Lieutenant Joel Krauss.

who interprets for
Bca'?arrnttl was sceptical.

Maybe we won'
much difference here Who
knows. Lets see a year from
now when we are supposed
to go home.

make |

Israel releases
230 Palestinian
prisoners

NABLUS. West Bank. Jan
12: Under tight security. 230
Palestinian prisoners con-
victed of killing collaborators
with israel were released
Thursday from Israeli jails.

reports AP.

Half a dozen jeeps and

police cars escorted a bus
carrying 43 freed prisoners
to the Nablus police station,

where a senior Palestinian
police official warned them of
the danger of revenge attacks
from the relatives of thei
victims




