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OOK at the left hand
cormer of a detailed
map of Bangladesh. In
the south west, where the)
Ganges and the Brahmaputra
tributaries epen their many
mouths to the Bay of Bengal,
lies an enormous area only
accessible to man by water-
borne transport. The
Sunderbans. Though man
ple are aware Banglades
plays host to the major part
of the largest mangrove
forest in the world, few
fi tourists or expatriates
work in the country visit
the Sunderbans. This is a

. They are missing out on
quite an ence.

The environment of the
Sunderbans can be consid-
ered unique. Nature's last
bastion and the only wild life
sanctuary in the country. A
supreme example of a fragile
eco-system specially adapted
to salinity variations and reg-
ular tidal flooding. In an area
some 80 kms deep from
coastal shore to the hinter-
land and with around one
third of its 5770 sq kms
made up of water, there are
no permanent human settle-
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by Robin Davies

ments. The forest is too
dense and waterlogged. Only
a boat can pick its way
through the vast water maze
that surrounds the islands of
mangroves with their up-
standing needle-like roots,
Sundari trees that give the
Sunderbans its name, and the
ferns, grasses and palms that

m to shoot straight up out
of the ubiquitous ghutinous
mud.

Being so untouched h)’
man, apart from a few sea-
sonal wood-cutters, honey-
seckers and fishermen,
Sunderbans remains home to
a variety of wild and bird life.
Hu::lc to the rarely seen

Bengal tiger, to myriads
Etg{:eauﬂful a%ttnd deer, ot-
ters, monitor lizards, wild
boar, Gangetic hins and
shiver-making stuarine
crocodiles. According to a

uide book, bird life is pro-
se but what one sees mostly
are the eight species of un-
mistakeable multi-coloured
kingfishers, the beautiful ch-
estnut win Brahminy kite
and flocks of waders and
ts on the mudflats with
the occasional white-bellied

V. Chuitti’ promises an enjoyable juui'nﬂ:-f, -- Courtesy Guide Tours
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Traveller

by Zunaid Igbal |

. have encountered many
« interesting people
- around the globe. Often
the experiences have been of
great amusement, seldom of
great excitement, and rarely
of confusion. Some of these
riences may be pecu-
liarly interesting; especially,
the ones that began with me
introducing myself, "I am
from Bangladesh."
| spent a major portion of
my ege years in a iso-
lated area of muth:?tcrn
Kentucky, midway into the
widely known region of Ap-
palachian trail. Exciting as it
was, the city that | lived in
was up on a hill. Every time
there was an onrush of a cold
front, during the cooler sea-
sons, it snowed. Worst of all,
as often as I saw snow, the
downhill ride by foot turned
impossible, even the car
rides sometimes ranged def-
initely within the caution re-
glon. .
The people in this town
fondly relate themselves to a
quaint term called "hill bil-
lles," which identifies the ru-
ral folk. Hill billies claim to
be void of urban materidlism,
clean of metropolitan com-
plexity, and care free of the
suave “city-slickers." The
men are proud of their old
Dodge pick-up trucks, and
comfortable with the
“fatigued” pair -of jeans. The
women, although oblivious of
‘French cosmetics are en-
dowed with all the natural
beauties. Some are masters at
household disciplinary,
others are daredevils — div-
ing from high cliffs, or scal-
And hence there was one
week that the college was
‘closed because of heavy
snowfall. All the major -
ways that connected this'
fown to civilization was under
an impenetrable layer of
snow. People that commuted
to thlfu pt;wn from knhllide
were essly stuck. It 'was
the fourth day that the school
was out, a very rare event,
and I heard the rumor about
food rationing. The al

'news said that the catering .

 services were disconnected.

I was relishi
of warm chocolate milk at a
college dining
-warm milk is almost a

" brought u

on a glass -
room. Now,

. "Interes
.1 ,wondered, if the "

s

lbefurc.i
knew her. She got
chair and took {he

one facing me. -

The conversation began
with all the regular questions '
of, where | was from. my

name, where Bangladesh was

(although she seemed to have
a rough idea) etcetera. This
woman, Carlene, as I learned
her name, was quite an in-
teresting character. She was
concerned about natura! dis-
asters in Bangladesh, political
problems, "hartals," democ-
racy. F‘tmngr I did not ex

a young lady, native of south-
east Kentucky, and beautiful
concerned about i
almost a "trivial” issue and

' surely insignificant to any as

someone as her. I was
amused and surprised after
our half-hour conversation.
But a bigger s se still
awaited. Pointing at my milk
she asked, "Do you get choco-
late milk in B adesh?" |
was a little shocked, trying to
guess whether she was
sarcastic, or curiously naive,
Her next question gave away
Ee‘; point k;s shcfsatd that ﬂ:e
id not know i r e
{rom Bangladesh could afford
a luxury like chocolate milk. I
felt a little defensive. Being
in Dhaka. in an
upper-middle class fnmgf
chocolate milk has, definitely

been obvious to me, ang !
t

Fmbahly equally 1 ;
couldn’'t see why anyone in
Bangladesh should not have
access to chocolate milk. So,
after a few seconds of delib-
eration, I decided to be sar-
castic, and prompted, “"Well,
we don't get chocolate milk,
but have somewhat similar in.
taste and nutritional value :
Fuu juice... better, it is-free
or ne.” ol
She Jrnbabl believed my
story. Or, maybe I d-jult as-
sumed that she did. She
graced with a nice little
smile along with surprised

look saying "interesting.” She

walked away, and [ was
with a smug to get back a

her. |1 disposed off my cup

‘and s to walk out of the
hall. Suddenly, some
‘distant knowledge recurred

on me from the ninth grade
science book:... after the flood
water retreats, the cattle in

rural Bangladesh die from

polluted
water,
ting." I said this

Frazlng on the grass
rom .the dirt

: is a na-
ture in urbanites alike me to
be highly involved . in
"significant” issues

democracy, election
-maybe hartals (whoever said
we don't need any), and sin-
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stands was

sea eagle soaring far over-
hﬂgé { th

tting there is part of
the experience. With plan-
ning and t one can
board one of the ancient

-steamers — one of the
our regular Rocket line ships
— at the ghat, or landin
stage, in the old part o
Dhaka. Itself a fascinating
maelstrom of local life. For
the next 24 to 26 hours
down to Mongla, the port on
the edge of the Sunderbans,
one is made forcibly aware of
how Bangladesh is really a
land of rivers. That the inland
waterways are really the
country's ways. That
travelling on the water. albeit
in the comfort of a
mm:l:ri.l .f:'dqt cln:. is the
most i wi pu
one’'s finger on tl{e mntgyn!i
vibrating pulse.

Life along the river is like
an animated kaleidoscope
from sun up to sun down.
Waterborne transport ranges
frg::i b .ntnm%r; to | :
wooden barges po
against thcrﬁumlh“:urrmt.
From motorized launches
jammed with passengers to

. HArT |

singapore:

 had the  to
attend the 9th Inter-
‘national Conference of
Historical Geographers Pre-.
Conference = Sympesium

organized by the t
of Geography, The National
University of Singapere.

Besides the paper sessions,
the Sympeosium included
field trips. Two local field
trips, the first op 28th June
to historic districts ‘in the
central area and the second,

on 30th June to places of .

World
m-

significance

ar Il and the J

cupation were included in

the full- um pactnﬁ
Here is the history of Little
India Arcade which is tlmﬁ af
the opportunity to make a

Little India Arcade
The retrofitting works
that started 15

_ . 30&
the Hindu:- Community's
l:rﬂPerty. known as the Little
ndia Arcade have been
completed.. Some tenants

started their retail business

The new shopping complex

in which 90 per cent of the

tl'ﬂ.dﬂ'; are Ind:lal:.n.ﬁ A
opened on rii 15, a da
ager the T?ﬁall New 3."1!'.'11':'.r

‘The twenty-six shophouses

which had been the

of the temples admlm
by the: Hindu Endowments
Board have been transformed
into a modern shopping

complex, reflecting th -
;I:l;#::;‘tem of chnagn.ge etlﬁ:g

across the island.
~ Indians began to n te
to Slng:Fure- since -the
fi this island by Sir

initially. settled . in the
southern part of the island.
The Seran Road area
was deve ‘around 1828,
In the 1880's. South Indian

_traders settled in and around
Cross Street, Market Street

and Chulia Street began to

d

- move to the Serangoon Road

area. The major portion of
the land on a!ifhlch the pre-
sent Little India Arcade

Mariamman Temple
March 1851 by |
Colonial Government. Though

there is no concrete evi-
dence as to who owned the

land, it was used as a place

for the crematién of Hlndutlu
/| show that Hindu burial and

There are documents

TH
.

i
i;

Stamford Raffles in 1819. [T

given to.the Sri

black ‘-bananashaped boats

rowing to wherever there is a

client. From fishing boats an-
choring immense fishing
nets to the simple thatched
houseboats of the water
sies who spend their life
afloat. Each major landing
stage reacts to the le-
steamer's boo siren blast
by tu into a of ac-
tivity. ¢ pontoons that
serve as jetties become paral-
sed with people. The pon-
that serve as jetties be-

come pl.rl..lr.ed wi ;
The lfﬂﬂ' air of mmt
is palpable. Impatient pas-
with jheir bedrolis

. sweetmeat ped-

dlers, snack artists and

going on the nar-
continues until
siren blast an-

nounces #lnothu' depar-
ture.

Thf.lt. surroundi Im-

scape is remarkably .

vial fields stretth as far
eye can see. Every

the endowment was origi- -
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: Some Exp
~ by SM Mizanur Rahman

~ centered into a joint venture
with DBS Land t{:?g‘etkq;plhc

- soldiers of Indian

%

SR .jﬁ'
Krang

The Royal Bengal Liger -- Parjatan

the best tour
country — newly

rator in the
constructed

‘flat-bottomed river boat, the

MV "Chhuti”.

The boat. the brain-child
of the Managing Director,
Hasan Mansur, is ideal for its

. With ten sleeping
cabins, a user-friendly din-
ing-cum-lounge, and a roof
deck for uninterrupted
viewing. it is the most com-
fortable way, today, of seeing
the Sunderbans. Its shallow
draft enables it to penetrate

deep into t-.l':‘du;glé ;rnu;l::

where. in a
one can {glidt into the
labyrinth of tiny canals and
narrow creeks. After a day
spent absorbing the man-
grove world's implicit green
menace, evenings spent
‘anchored in the river

safely
N I . e

nights are so inky black that
the stars seem to take on a

Little India Arcade to an ex-
cellent shopping co for
Indian traditional trades. -

The Kranji War
<1 visited the Kranji War
Memorial where thousands of

during the World War II

gm?ﬂlﬁ-ﬁ} and the J;

pation. The war ceme-
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war Memorial in Singapore -- Photo by Authnr | _ |

died

personal

new lustre. Cabin-delivered
tea each moming adds to the
pleasure of watching the
e mist give way over the
mudflats to the gold fire of
the sunrise.

Alter three blissful nights
slowly wcndinE one's way
down to Kotka, on the
seashore at the southernmost
tip of the forest, the MV

lhuti” criss-crosses its
riverine way back to pick u
the larger river highways fol-
lowed ocean-going ships
heading upstream to Mongla
port. Although the voyage
ends there, a moment's re-
flection makes one realise
that the stillness and the
immensity of the Sunder-
bans. however fleeting one's
experience. of a

eriences

tery_has been erected there.
It is a place of solitude and
also a place of historical im-
portance and attracts .
raphers and. Historians all
over the world. .

The writer participated

the 9th International Confer- -

ence of Historical Geogra-
phers in Singapore 28-30
June, 1995.

References: Guide-book —
Field-trip: 9th International
Conference of Historical

Geographers, Singapore.
.
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SIA starts US cargo flights : singapore Airiines
Lid (SIA) said it will begin its first Boeing 747-400 air
freight service to Chicago.

The weekly service will operate from Singapore to
Chicago via Taipei and Anchorage . Most of the Cargo car-
ried to Chicago is expected to be garments and electron-
jcs. — Monitor

Quantas Pacific Pass : Traveliers who arrive in

Australia. New Zealand and Fiji on any airline should make

note of a South Pacific airpass available through Quantas.

. The pass has two categories — one for sectors only in

Australia, another for trips among the South Pacific coun-

tries. It costs between A S 180 and A $ 230 per sector.
— Monitor

Sonargaon's service at ZIA: Hotel
has opened a counter for personalized service to

pas rs arrivirig at Zia International Airport. It is
ﬂtu;ct:lgcat the arrival hall of the and hpftmm for

those passengers who require booking at the five star

hotel. customers are then transported to the hotel
in a Limousine. -RM |

Best supervisor of October: guazi Eias of Front
Oflice Department of Sonargaon Pan P Hotel has been
%:écﬂcd as the best supervisor for the month of October

He joined the hotel as telephone operator in 1981.
-Sonargaon Tattler

Higher frequencies for Cathay: with the
winter time-table, Cathay Pacific is offering mere flights.

Toronto will receive another on ys and will
then be served five times a week. to Johannes-
burg is being increased by one flight to three a week.

1
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Suez Canal fees reduced: The Suez Canal

Authority announced rcccntPr
per cent from the
in the number of ofl

y.
The number of oil tankers using

shipping fees by 20
year after a dr

international wa

cent in the first half of 1995 compared to that of

UT Easter Island is
more than an open air
arc

posedly acting

provided by a council of
%aﬁigﬂts i?i rawn from the

- people recognized to
be the only pure-blooded
Pascuans- ters it as a
part of Chile.

Behind the surface facade,
however, the island presents
a sad picture.When local Pas-
cuans can be persuaded to

talk they admit, without

tourism, a relatively recent
addition, life would be of .a
subsistence nature. Yet

tourism is not being properly

developed. There is no natu-
ral harbour and anchorage off
Hanga-Roa is suspect; the last
cruise ship failed to disem-
bark anybody to dis-
may. Only two S a year
bring expensive provisions
that add to an already high
cost of living.Talk of closing
the airport for repairs. the
only sure way in, heightens
the sense of isolation, of
problems being ignored.

All genuine islanders in-
sist they are Pascuans, not

Chileans. Resentment against

their overlords is strong.
though generally hidden.
Land is the most contentious

issue followed by the lack of

official respect shown for the
provisions of the Treaty of
Annexation. Some 90 per

.cent of all ancestral land has

gradually wound up in the
hands of the Chilean —
largely military authorities —
and people believe the pro-
cess will not stop until there
4s nothing left in indigenous
ownership.

Native Pascuans, proud of

their extraordinary recorded -

oral histories going back 32
generations, thus feel second
class citizens in the only
homeland they know. Re-
sentments are long held. Of
the period in the early sixties
when they were not allowed
to leave the limits of the only
town. Of forced vaccinations
against leprosy. Of the way in
which entranced fees to their
National Parks largely benefit
such parks in Chile. Of the
way, in contrast to what the
Americans did during their
short stay for NASA space-
shuttle purposes (building
the longest runway in the
world; introducing electric-
ity. a hospital and a reser-
voir), all Chilean tutelage can
show is two all-weather roads
and petrol storage tanks for
the military. Finally, Pascuans
resents Chilean control of 90
per cent of all commercial
activities; now that no foreign
ships are allowed to offload
provisions, this domination
appears unbreakabile.

A widely attested story
clearly encapsulates these
feelings. In 1988 a Chilean
submarine suddenly emerged

| offshore and was seen to be

cal muse-

that it would reduce
nning of this
s using the

the canal fell by 10
ldD".iMr.lmr
-Monitor

Easter Island - Still
Mysterieres 11

landing cases of pisco. a well-
known Children fire-water,
_ although the Chilean navy is
not allowed to drink on
board. Since then — whether
the story is true or not — al-

cial Those Pascuans
who can be persuaded to talk
of the future seem to want
two things. That UNESCO
Easter Island as a
World Heritage site — some-
thing Chile refuses to coun-
tenance saying it is already

flicien otected under
::t;ulcan' Mﬂﬂmntﬂl pro-

visions. Secondly, as Easter

Island is the stepping stone

to Tahiti and French Polyne-

sia, many Pascuans look at

the high degree of local ad-
ministrative control the '
French allow Polynesians as a
possible model for their is-
land. &

- But Rapa-Nui has the mis-
fortune to remain one of the
authoritarian enclaves be-
queathed to Chile by the pre-
vious Pinochet dictatorship.
As long as the military — a
law unto themselves — value
Easter Island and, as long as
Chile believes that the is-
land's strategic
will grow in the 21st
when the Pacific hemi-
sphere, including Antarctica,
is expected to develop, such
Pascuan hopes will remain as

. sightless as the stone eyes
.that have surveyed their
land home for so long.

For all this Easter Island is
worth the long detour. Apart
from the indescribable im-
pact of seeing the long-eared
statues close-up, Rapa-Nui is
a microcosm of some of the
world's leading social prob-
lems. Problems that were
subject to debate at the UN
Summit for Social
ment in Copenhagen last
year. Though not discussed,
Pascuans fight to ward off the
weak of social solidar-
ity, the social consequences
of alcohol and their struggle
to combat an insidious un-
dermining of their identity,
all deserve greater outside
scrutiny and concern. [t is
not so much that Pascuans
want tp be given things, they
just do not want what they
have taken away!

However, for those who
remain indifferent, or cannot
risk Lan Chile's notorious
overbooking, there is a sur-
rogate : Kevin Costner's
"Rapa-Nui" entirely filmed on
the island, is now available on
video. While it does not touch
on the underlying issues, it
does justice to the scenic
beauty and. especially. the
dramatic island myths. It also
brought a much appreciated
injection of cash into the
pockets of all locals who
acted as more than willing
extras. A sufficient reason for
buying the video! -RD

The author is a former
Senior Economist, GATT
Secretariat, curreatly
working with the UNHCR
in Cox's Baszar



