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An Inspiring Experlence B

T was a beautiful sight to
which | got up early in

the of the 21st
ol December '95, my first
morni at the Asia-Pacific

COMDECA (stands for com-
munitv development) camp,
at Ta-Ma-Tu, . hosted

by the Bangla Scouts. A
song "Unnata Scou , Un-
nata S , Unnata Hok Ai
Desh wnu blaring out of

the em. To
its rﬁ:nc music m
of scouts were marching in
reasonably perfect nrder to
their respective tasks of the
day. There was a sense of
all round, and a rare
oy of work seemed to
animate them all. They were
marching out to rform,
what the very
; termed as "Challen-
. 11 in all, which inclu-

Scouts from Indonesia,

anan. Australia, India, Pak-

al, Thnﬂlnd and

our boys and

irls scouts, and worked

and iri hand with them for

the ideals of COMDECA, the

most im t of which is
community development.

One of the new th:l:ngs that
was introduced on this occa-
sion was Youth Parliament.
Young scouts fram a-
desh and other partici
countries assumed roll}:l 0
parliamentarians from a

&h-l constituency and deba-
about the

fi fall .I:h. :
ace us, especia those
dealing -

with environment.
The ss of the debate,
and the clarity of th
and ideas that came out
it, were lessons for us all who

:::. present as Invited
As | stood outside my tent

in the rays n:l' the

early morning sun, and

watched the scouts

out, quite unconsci I be-

gan to the respond to the
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beat of the scout
felt like joining them for the
day. But regrettably I had a
midday return flight to catch.
It was eml"lz . and al-
ready all the tents have been
cleaned, the bedding neatly
folded and kept outside, and

and

ng from inside each
tent, especially the food
items and cooking utensils

were laid out in front for the
morning inspection by the

camp le

The camp site was a vir-
tual mini township with
nearly 4,000 scouts living
there. Rows of tents, neatly
set up in a well de
mﬂmnn:r with streets, lanes

0 spaces interspers-
ing thmﬁe area gave the

camp site a very impressive

a ce.

I arrived the evening be-
fore. Immediately on arrival I
was impressed the huge-

ness of the whole affair. End-
less h'.:::: n:}f tii]enta lljar:c
mar o eir
and the ndunlgnnal in-
stitution to which they be-
longed. showed that scouts
from nook and corner
:rll; the mEach try had mmblud
ere.
'];.e;laﬂ ty in cn?tmmhip
R Liga
n nt o eir res
tents. petine
My recent closeness with
the scouts grew out of the "
Save Dhtk:h C}iem Dhaka"
ca ich was spear-
he::fm %{. them. | remember
when | first wrote to the
Chief Scout Commissioner
Manzurul Karim about the
campaign,  he immediately
responded, and called a
meeting of the area leaders
during which the details of
the campaign took sha
Over the several tﬁt
I’ worked with them to clean
the city streets | saw the
discipline, dedication and
triotiem of the seouts.
eir organising ability
amazed me. Within days
scouts at the local (para) level
were mobilized mg" specific
tasks were ass to them,
with a chain of command and

control clear
ﬂ; such a
and energi experience,
And it was to get more of it
that I happily accepted the
gwltnliun to attend the
OMDECA camp at Borguna.
The camp also included
women scouts from all over
the country who added a
special dimension to the
scouting movement.
The campfire
was something to wa
ery group was to ucnd thelr
best performing troupe for
which rehe 8 were ﬁdﬂngI
on full steam the
arrived. It was the
enthusiasm which was unnta-
ous. Everything seem to
ave dynamism of its own,

done. Behind it 4 was the

spelt out. It

utlun

scouts and the lead-
ership that was provided
from the top.

From the little that I have
seen at the COMDECA scouts
camp | feel convinced that
there should be more of such
activities. | think scouts
should be given special assis-
tance to organise camping
tours of historic and natural
#htu all over Bnnﬁlndﬂh

ese camp visits will
help them to me more
familiar with our country and
develop their sense of be-
. In fact a whole range
of school ct:m ing pro-
grammes can in
coordination with the scouts,
since they have a lot of
rience., which can involve
most of t schools.
This programme can be
sponsored the guth di-
rectorate and can o -
ised in batches. We it
will make an excellent addi-
tion to the overall educational
;xmpgimce of our school stu-

After my unique and in-
spiri experience at the
COMD camp, | would
recommend a secout camping
. 1 sincerely

Scouts
for having me with them at
the camp and me a

chance to be their partners
in this extraordinary venture.

eating out

Aasha Mehreen Amin

TEPPING into El Toro

— which means the

bull in Spanish — on
Mirpur Road is like being
transported to a miniature
Mexican inn with its rugged
orange -walls, plaques
depicting folk motifs and the
smell of zesty jalapinos
against a background of a
catchy staccato Mexican beat.
This is not all that makes up
this ambience of a warm,
romantic country that is so
close to us in terms of
culture and tradition yet so
far away physically. The
brightly coloured serapes
frugs] on the counter, the

clay light shades, paintings of
matadors and American Indi-
ans. the sombreros (Mexican
hats), the pa mache pin-
nata bull many other lit-
tle touches hinﬂ: all con-
tributed in creating the cozi-
ness of a rustic Mexican hut
This is just a hint of what
this food shop is all about.
The food which is hundred
r cent Mexican cuisine is
ed right in front of you
is something totally new
in Dhaka's restaurant scene.
One can start-off with an ap-
petiser of chips and salsa
consisting of crisp corn tor-
tilla chips to be in a
tangy relish of fresh onions,
tomato, capsicum, herbs and
spices mixed with vinegar
and lime. This salivating item
can be followed by a no-non-

sense taco — a cri corn
shell filled with grat ched-
dar cheese lettuce., tomato

with a choice of ground beef

or chicken all enhanced by a
zesty, spicy taco sauce.

or a softer palate there
are the burritos — soft cha-
pati like tortillas cove cdg
seasoned, ground or shr
ded beef or chicken —
smothered with enchilada
sauce and melted cheese. As
one can guess. this is an
absolutely mouthwatering

rience.

Other EI Toro specialities
include the quesadilla, a low
calorie item without meat
consisting of a flour tortilla
with meilted cheddar cheese
chopped onions, jalapinos
and cilantro. This attractive
mediley is folded on a grill
and served with pgarlic
flavoured sour cream sauce in
pizza slices.

For the incorrigible sweet
tooth are two delicious
desserts — the special 'deep
fried’ icecream and Apple
Burro. The first, as its name
implies, is a scoop of cinna-
mon flavoured wvanilla ice-
cream literally deep fried
(you'ld have to see it to be
lieve it) and topped with
whipped cream, a chnint of
chocolate or stra v
and served on a flak ibie
tortilla bowl (remem eat
the shell. not the clay bﬂ'ﬂ
The Apple Burro. another de
light, is a flour tortilla stuffer
with chunks of apples, raisins
and walnuts served with
warm cinnamon sauce and
vanilla ice cream.

But the best thing abou!
this American styled fast foocd
joint is its immaculate clean-
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"COMEDICA is a special workcamp of
participatory and modemn scouting
conceptualised, planned and executed in the
community and with its members".

(i) COMDECA provides opportunity for
youthful energies and enthusiasm to blend with
the local experience and wisdom.

(if) In COMDECA fresh challenges are
continuously met with courage, harmony and
(iii) It takes the form of an open school of

- Education for Life.

(iv) For the your "Future is Now"; the
COMDECA aims to search and build the
future, a world, free from hunger, and a

shared vision of peace, progress and .

| happiness.

As we reach out to the new millennium, the
youths of today face a vastly changed world.
Mankind is in a great transition because of
Information Technology revolution, decay and
demolition of barbed frontiers and old thoughts.
As perceptions change, so do the paradigms
of historical continuity, philosophical
understanding and social mooring.

Young people grow in this constantly changing
interface of unfolding future, a present of
meiting social structures and a past of
conflicts and glories.

, anchor. Not man

V Shahidoot was
packed to its brim.
Banners, bamboo
staffs, trunks loaded with
essentials, first-aid boxes,
water containers, cookin
utensils, harmoniums an
drums, table and all. were
taking more space than the
ers. More than seven
undred scouts, rover scouts
and scouters were on board."
Their destination — TAMATU.,
- mfur a cluster of villa-
ges ana Amtali of Borguna.
These remote rural habita-
tions, Taltoli, Malipara and
Tulatali, their land soaked by
the tidal waters of the Bay of
Bengal, were selecicd by
Bangladesh Scouts for the
2nd Asia-Pacific Communit

Bmluamcnt Camp or

Long before the b . left
the docks of Sadari’h & 'he

_In\"lll ha]‘-]'lii{i‘\a
t:hurd of ctithratm". mw.-!
why not? After all, 1}~ e s
were on lhdrwnytr DArtic
pate in a commu-
nity along side the down-
trodden. It was one a.m in
the wee hours of December
17 when Shahidoot raised its
took note
of it. The air was with a
eacophony of song and music,

and a d of romanticism
in anticipation of doing
something for a community

where people marvel at run-
ning tap water and electric

Shahidoot was the second
launch leavi Dhaka, M V
Fazilat had left earlier on De-
ctmber lﬁ at six in the

evening. ’i( uthe:r would
reach TAMA U other
launches and by mad

On board the launches
were scouts from Ran
and Many more g‘rln
Chittngong Hnnkhnll and
Comilla areas wmld be wait-

‘ing at Chandpur

Delegations umruta had
cofne from Australia, India,

NTJM Kn::nJIStnga Eosa
Thailand, lndnncﬂl and

resentatives from Asia-Pa

on.
eddings were unfolded

-~ U-Thant,

leamuddln Ahmed

on top and bottom decks; the
cabin passengers had too
many guests for comfort. Wa-
ter was scarce, "Khichuri”®
and vegetables were served
whenever we were hung}_'y.
TAMATU, the site of the
COMDECA camp, is abont 24
hours by boat from I: aka.
Shahidoot reached the Faiva
River on the vicinity of the
camp site at around midnight
of 17th. No one thought of
getting down at that un-
earthly hour. From un-
derneath the warmth of their
blankets, scouts peered in
the darkness to see that
Fazilat was being unloaded.
Scouts carried almost ev-
erything from Dhaka. Dry
food, mineral water, tents,
bamboo, computer, printer,
photocopier, public address
systems, chairs, tables, motor
cycle, games, stationary, etc.
Tents were pitched on
soggy rice fields; more than
three hundred of them.
Straw was strewn to make
underbeds but even then the
dampness seeped through.
Three dining rooms were
made with bamboo and C I
sheet. Lavatories, always a
problem in any camp, were
set up at a distance. Shallow
tube-wells and motors were
siphoning yellow-coloured
water into tanks; passing vil-
lage children touched the tap

water, amused and visibly
impressed.
The camp was divided

into four: Dag Hammarskjold,
James P Grant and
Ramon P. Magsaysay sub-
camps. Each sub-camp had
about sixty units of eight
scouts and a leader.

The NGOs had set up
stalls; movies by video pro-
jection, drama, songs being
part of the fanfare. Red.
green and yellow fabric flut-
tering on a sixty-foot tower at
the gateway to the camp
could be seen from miles.

The efforts of the scouts
did not go unnoticed. About
thirty thousand people from
adjoining thana visited the
camp everyday. To the vil-

lagers this was an exhibition
of novelty. To the scouts. this

liness. From the food coun-
ters to the floors everything
is spick and span. The food is
handled by employees who
wear clean uniforms and
loves. All food items are
ept with the highest hy-
enic standards using abso-
utely fresh items with
proper refrigeration and
storage facilities. The sauces
and cheese are labelled and
dated and kept at the right
lemperature.
uality. in fact, is some-
thing that is almost obses-
sively maintained by El Toro's
creators [ftekhar R Ahmed
and the shops manager Im-
ran Adnan Ahmed, "Quality,
cltanllntaa and service is our
motto,’ s I[ftekhar, "El
Toro s run tke any American
falt food joint wﬂh standard-
packaging and c?ort!unu

lht 1.5 cmkr daily by
Iﬂrlﬂx nﬁimself with ﬁ?rah
vegetables and meats. The
rices are kept relatively
igh (a burrito costs around
130 taka) for snack food
standards, explains [ftekhar,

because the costs of main-
taining thin kind of quality of

fund und hygiene, are also
oreover, a lot of
thr Itemu such as the

spices, corn flour and cheese
are imported, with 47 per
cent tax, to ensure the con-

sistency and authenticity of
the food. "The icecream Iis
from Gelattg, the sour cream

frmSnnlrllm fnrmph
ys

With university dn[rul
from the US and j'EI.l‘l of ex-
perience in the Mexican
restaurant businesses there,

ternit

OH! TAMATU

was a mission successful.

COMDECA radio was
broadcasting daily pro-
grammes. In addition, an
amateur radio service was
also opera . _

Scouts vaccinated about
fifteen hundred cows, con-
structed an eig' -foot road,
partook with fif:. households
in scientific cuitivation of
th r land, established fra-
with thousarids of lo-
cal children, offered treat-
ment to villagers through a
make-shift hospital, dissemi-
nated practical knowledge
about solar drier, bio-gas
plant, ener conservation
and wind mill, informed the
rural people about sanitation
and public health, put up a
permanent children park,
discussed issues pertainin
to future participation
youth leaders in the devel-
opment process and got in-
volved in matters that issue
from a love for one's country
and fellow being

Scouts went on a 7 km
boat ride to Sakina beach and
Fatra forest where they over-
came different pre-set obsta-
cles.

For the first time girls-in-
scouting took part in a com-
bined camp with their male
counterparts. Not only did
the ladies compete shoulder
to shoulder in all the chal-
lenges, in some they outdid
the

Meals were cooked by the
scouts. They did face diffi-
culty in view of the price of
essentials skyrocketing
overnight. However. everyone
survived on Khichuri and lots
of vegetables with an egg or
two thrown in here and
there. In fact, so thrifty were
the scouts that on the last
day almost all the units could
afford a hearty meal of
chicken curry.

It was not all work, of
course. There were camp
fires on three of the five
nights. More than twenty
thousand villagers enjoyed
the Grand Camp Fire put on
by the two and half thousand
COMDECA participants.

[ftekhar and Imran have
brought a kind of profession-
alism quite rare in Dhaka's
{ast food business. Em ees
most of whom are HSC or BA
students have to go through
an intensive two-week train-
ing programmme which in-
cludes written tests and
mock trials on food knowl-
edge, hygiene, sanitation,
storing etc. "We stress on
team work,” explains
Iftekhar, "to ensure effi-
ciency.

Fr‘ncndI{ service is also an-
other marketing strategy. "At
El Toro," continues Iftekhar,
‘we treat the customers as

ests and we try to be as

ospitable as we would be at
home.” This together with
the place's cleanliness has
ensured many repeat cus-
tomers most ol whom are lo-
cal professionals and expa-
triates. Special personal
touches such as balloons for
the kids, stickers and gift
certificates for regulars make
this more than just a fast food

nhcf
afety and environment
consciousness are also high
priorities. "We don't use sta-
les in our . comments
ftekhar, "and we discourage
plastic bags. all eur custom
made packages and plates
(which are made of clay)-are
hiod adable but there is no
cling of containers.”

At pre-
sent Iftekhar, who has also
done the interior decoration,
is mrl:t meﬂmdm Ir:
something unique to
lovers: good food and good
atmosphere.



