wE HMI'E HUGE FEAnv STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICING, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥
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NEWS BRIEFS

34 arms recovered,
408 arrested

Law enforcing
recovered 34 fire arms, 276
bullets and 13 dplnnlvel
yesterday, the 22nd day of
the countrywide drives for
illegal arms. Acecording to
Law and Order Coordination
Cell of 'the Election Commis-
slon, during the period the
law enforcing agencies ar-
rested 408 on various
charges, possession
of illegal arms, reports UNB.

BAU holidays
extended

The Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Univer (BAU) author-
ities extended t,h: holidays
upto February 28
the situation prevailing o
the campus. This will includc
Ramadan and Eid-ul-Fitr
holidays. The decision was
taken at a high level meetin
under the chairmanship .0
the BAU Vice-Chancellor, re-

ports BSS.
Poultry farm
gutted

CHITTAGONG, Jan 11: A

ultry farm was gutted in a

e at Ghatchek in
thana of the district to-
day. Farm sources said at
least 1,400 hens were burnt
in the fire that occurred at
about 1 am. It is suspected to
be an act of arson by rivals of
the owner of the poultry, M A
Bashir, reports B

160 fundamentalists
held in Egypt

MINYA. Egypt. Jan 11: Po-
lice have arrested 160 Is-
lamie fundamentalists ac-
cused of providing arms to
militant gunmen after a
sweep of trouble spots in
southern Egypt. police

sources said today, reports
AFP.
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By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The government is pla-
nning to privatise Rupali

Bank, a nationalised commer-

cial bank (NCB) this year and
"two other NCBs — Agrani and
‘Janata by 1998.

Agrani Bank will be di-

.yested in 1997 and Janata

Bank in 1998, according to a
- ent plan for the de-
.velopment of the . financial

sector.
Privatisation of thc NCBs,
a long standing issue under

I the donor- ﬂnancu:l structural

reform programme, will be
made under the planned 744

i million ‘US dollar Financial

Sector Dewlﬂpmmt Project
(FSDP).

According to a govern-

ment estimate, Rupali Bank's
rivatisation will cost 50 mil-
Fun dollars while the other
two NCBs restructuring will
involve 160 million dollars. -
Rupali is scheduled to be
divested by June, 1996. "It
may be delayed by a few
months dye to political con-
siderations, but it will cer-

tainly be privatised by end of

December,” confirmed an of-
ficial source.
"We have nlready identi-
fied one hundred branches of
Rupali Bank which are incur-
ring continuous losses durlng
th: last three fean and ha
rns t o prﬁ
e future. 'I1'1eu will be
t::loicd down before the bank

is privatised,” said a senior
Fmance Minis

char

tors have been ap-
pointed ‘to a the net
worth of the . This is a

vital issue for selling the

However, the World Bank
recommended that at least
200 branches of Rupali be
shut down before it is pﬂﬂ

tised.
Rupali Elmk has 518
branc including one over-

seas. With 6368 employees
and officials, it made a loss of
Taka 35 lakh in 1994. Its
paid-up capital is Taka 125
crore.

SeePageBCola

official in-
e of Banking Policy..

'Rupali by June th1s yr, | o
Agrani, Janata by '98
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BNPWW | AL street march for
- PM's resignation
- tomorrow

A.-_." . By Staff Correspondent

m:posals

Nazmul Ashraf

BNP may consider seeking
of judicial reference on the
specific and written propos-
als, on solving
political crisis, by both the
ruling party and the Opposi-
tion, as demanded by opposi-
tion parties, a top BNP |eader
Iﬂnted yesterday.

The leader, however, said
that the ruling party would

respond to the tion -
wworﬂnﬂﬂdhwms
the issue in the forum.

-----

A trader cun'}'mg dnta juu;,e tu a market ﬂmtd thck fn; yuta‘day mmiu It a tillu. on t.ho unt-hrt.l ofthn uty

r— ' T —
2 e ] i

Troops encircle Chechens
holding 100 hostages

Mikhatlov, a.

PERVOMAYSKAYA (Rus-
sla), Jan L): Russian he-
licopter gunships today cir-
dcc‘ menacingly over a con-
voy of Chechen rebels hold-
ing more than 100 hostages.
and a top Russian comman-
der said the guerillas must be
annihilated, reports AP.

‘ Talks failed to break the
deadlock between the rebels
who say will shoot their
captives if are not guar-
anteed ufc passage and the
Russians who insist they re-

quoting Russian interior

ministry spokes-man Leonid
Golovnev, reports AFP.

lease the hostages before
crossing into C ya.

Russian troops advanced
in dozens of armoured vehi-
cles and trucks towed up
heavy artillery. The rebels
were apparently were reluc-
tant to give up the hostages,
fearing a Russian attack once
their human shield was re-
moved.

"These bandits must be
eliminated,” said Maj Gen

=

Alexander

Wiﬁtth!ﬁﬂ'ﬂ

The convoy of 11 buses
and two trucks was
Wednesday at the village of
Pervoma a, a cluster of a
few dozen houses located
near the Chechen border In
Dagestani, a neighbouring re-
public.

The Chechens had earlier
released wup to 3.000

hostages selzed Tuesday in
the Dagestani city of Klz‘u

'‘Napalm Chechens'

MOSCOW, Jan 11: Russian
ultra-nationalist leader
Vladimir Zhirinovsky told
President Boris Yeltsin on
Wednesda to alm
Chechen s or face
in June's presidential elec-
tion, r Reuter.

Speaking before a con-
gress of his Liberal Demeo-
cratic Party overwhelmingly
nominate him as ts
candidate for the June 16
poll, Zhirinovsky said he
would deal with the rebels if
Yeltsin did net.

Urging Yeltsin to end the
war in the rebel north Cauca-
sus region, Zhirinovsky told

See Page 8 Col R
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lhouplulu:ddmndedun
withdrawal of Russian troops
from their homeland.

Man
rebels

buses and
begged the Russians not to
shoot

The rebels took food and
drink with them when they
left the hospital. Conditions
were miserable, however,

-H.Ith i ltreng wind blam

the tcmpeutur: nt minus 5

Celsius,

D i authorities also
rovided food for the
ostages, but the Russians

ing to deliver medicine. food
and blankets to the captives.
"We heard the hoﬂml

are in bad
lnt:‘:hlm

nl’ the
Cross.

Officials in stani said
at least 40 — gome 17
rebels, 9 police officers and

soldiers and 14 civilians —
were killed in the raid on Ki-

zlyar. and about 50 others
were wounded.

Order to produce
Faruque Thakur
in court Jan 18

ahl:f ‘Metropolitan
asked the bail sureties
of Thakur, the main
accu Shamsul Alam

him be-
fore mmm 18,

reports UNB.
Thakur was sup-

Faruque
posed to attend the court
yesterday, but he did not re-

. His bail was granted on |

Htln-ﬁll:. rosecution
Ilmr filed a um in the

of the l:nrn‘ ltlll:hmt of

Faruque’
But Cm‘glhiduddln

.Ahmndlﬂtrhu
uumwdﬂedtupmduuﬁe
accused on the day.

Killing of maid:
Six arrested

By Staff Correspondent
Police yesterday arrested
on ¢

six persons of in-
volvement in the of a
maid. Fatema, in the s ls-
area. -
atema. 40, was shot dead

du a shooting incident at
a at Islampur under
l&;% at arourid 2:30

BuFi.plEnIT

By Staff Correspondent

'Manufacturmg sector speedmg up GDP growth'

US Ambassador in Bnngladt!h David N Hernil ﬂ.l'ltl.n‘ a stall at the US Trade Show '96

| in a city hotel yesterday

— Star photo

man-
is Il:f:ﬂt*

The
ufactu

rating the munlr{;

mic growth rate, US Amba-

ssador in Bangladesh David N

Merrill observed yesterday.
“The manufacturing sec-

tnrhm: and the
GDP growt hapfzem in-

th the expansion
ml?!eu for Bangladeshi

prnductl as the en-
irepreneurs here are re-

sponding to opportunities to
e in the international

rltln‘
Show '96 lt t
Hotel.

The American pr-
aised 's achieve-
ments in economic fleld,
but said much remains to be
done tnh:ltlllle the full

The recent economic re-
fortns have build up a
strong private sector In

Bmd-hﬂﬂchln
rﬂam.ﬁ
the economy, he s

progress has t in-
creased intermationa

e Page 8 Col 7

the current

| the city demanding

stature |

Awam.l ‘League will ntaFe
street march tomorrow

resignation of e Prt
ate ation o e me
Minister for holding polls

| under a caretaker govern-

ment. -
. AL Chief Sheikh Hasina

| will lead the march which is
'| scheduléd to start at 3 pm
| from the Mahakhali rail

- workers party leaders

would send out the written
roposal first; whether the
meeti be held before or
after ¢ Prime Minister's
tion: and what would
be structure of the
proposed advisnr?r council,
senior opposition leaders in-
volved in the otiation said.
In another development,
shed
Khan Menon and Haider Ak-
bar Khan Rono yesterday
called on AL president
Sheikh Hasina and held an
informal meeting at her resi-
dence.
. Sources said that the
hour- meeting discussed
the latest Opposition stance

in the backstage parleys with

See Page 8 Col 8

Students block erpur
'Road for 2 hours

By Staff Currupqndent

A few hundred college
studerits put barricades on

ur ad in front of
I}hra’ia

3 tu
register their prutelt
the new 'g:lutlnnnalre
planned for
ondary Certificate
aminations from this year.

ex-

Vehicles from various di-

pm. ;
Stmﬁt:ht from mﬂﬂm
Eden, Dhm otredame,
Ideal and Ci thc:md
front of Dhaka
the banner of Ilele
Students’ Uni Cmnnﬂ and
raised on the road.

meymdmumhr
he continu of old sys-

HUIESLIONAL me

C lhefuur
mm
HSC examinees of Dhaka
.have been boycotting
' examinations since

E

_hm

it started on January 2.

Prof Abdus Sattar, the
Principal of the college,
claimed that none, from the

tating students contacted
to express their
grievances.

He said only a few stu-
dents were preventing
ma of the students from
sitting in the examinations.
The atmosphere for
conducting the examination,
however, did not exist in the

college, he acknowledged.

The Education Ministry,
in a recent announcement,
decided to hold the HSC ex-
aminations under a set
of questionnaire for four
education boards.

The government came
with this decision soon after
it had decided to enroll stu-
dents in colleges and univer-
 sities on the basis of the

marks obtained in the SSC

wenBnd HSC examinations..

. "It has been done tur:rt
ate equal ities for all
the students of the country.”
said a senior official of the
Dhaka Board.

Hashimoto elected

Japanese PM

TOKYO, Jan 11: Ryutaro
I-I.utﬁmntn was clecled as

Democratic Party (SDP).
trfeumhm;ﬂm:l’
III i
cillors. .
have ruled in
June 1994.
The coalition at
the weekend to continue un-
der Hashimoto.

Minister's office since being

at the in mid-

1993 after a of scan-

dals that ended years of
rule.

is Japan's 53rd

Prime Minister since the end
of World War 11.

5 snatchers
held in city

le' Staff Correspondent
son was robbed of
Tk '? thousand in the city

yesterday while lice
arreste five alleged

nwhlle ce Aar-
res tul one All m‘ from
Airport road in aon
thana area at about 12:

. Akber and his

u:r P put forward its
Ozawa, as can-

dldl'l'.t for prime minister,
1 votes in par-

liament, while Japan Com-
munist Party st its chair-

man, Tetsuo Fuwa, who re-

ceived 15 votes.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama and his
cabinet ministers resigned
en masse t:dta anmcxftranrdmary
meeting orm a new

the prime min-
ster's nﬁu: said.
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Onekilled as
gunmen storm
house in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 11:
One person was shot dead
when a group of unidentified

nmen attacked a house in

e city's South Nalapara area
rmoon, witnesses and
police said.

About six gunmen came in
a microbus at around I pm
and opened fire on the two-

storied building owned hy
one Rathi Babu.

One Pranab Dewaniji, 23,
who sustained bullet wounds
while he was reading a new ;-

aper beside a window, died
on the spot, witnesses said.

Sources said the punnici,
at one stage, stormed into

'the house and looked for one

Rajib who returned irom
Dubai one month ago. But Ra-
jib escaped the attack as he
got out of the house through

See Page 8 Col 7

—| Fire kills mother,
2 daughters
. 1in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

. KHULNA., Jan 11. A
mother and her two children
were burned alive in a devas-
tating fire that gutted at least
15 thatched houses at a slum
here on Wednesday midnight.

The fire reportedly origi-

nated from a earthen oven.
and engulfed the Nab

alli
Slum at Haji Ismail Link Road
in Banargathi area, said the
local people.

The victims. were identi-
fied as Nazma, 30, wife of
Abdul Hamid. a rickshaw-

uller and her daughters
Eﬂa, 8. and Reena, 6. The
bodies were sent to Kliulna
Sadar Hospital morgue for au-

tnpﬁ,

re fighters from Khal-

ishpur rushed to the scene

ancr took about half an hour to
ish the blaze.

Local ward commissioner
of the Khulna City Corpora-
tion said the fire caused an
estimated loss of Tk 20 lakh.

Pakistani jailed

for gold ST

smuggling
A special tribunal court
here yesterday sentenced a

Pakistani national, Shakir Ali
Azmi, to 10 years rigorous

imprisonment in a gold
smuggling case. reports [UNB.
Court sources said the ac-
cused was fined Tk 10.000.
in default. to suffer two years’
more imprisonment.
ng to prosecution.
Shakir Ali Azmi was arrested
with 1,040 tolas of gold as he
arrived at the. Zia Interna-
tional Airport by Emirates on
mber 28, 1992. _
Azmi had failed to produce
valid documents to the
surveillance team. A case was
registered with the Canton-
ment police, :
Special Tribunal Judge
Mohammad Azizul Hoque
pronounced the judgement
yesterday after examining 11
witnesses and hearing both

| sides during the trial.

Government of the People's Re-
public of Bangladesh

Board of Investment
(Communications Directorate)
Prime Minister's Office
Shilpabhaban, 91, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000

Appointment of Consulting Firm
on Investment Development

money.

DFP-502-8&/1
G-71

R ERL i R e e " e S S

In view of preparing promotional strategy /
materials regarding investment at home and
abroad, tenders are invited from Advertising &
Consulting firms operated by appropriately
qualified and experienced manpower for con-
sultancy and adopting programme for pla-
nning and their effective implementation.

Intending firms are requesfed to submit
tender addressing the Executive Chairman,
Board of Investment, under lac sealed coverin
the tender box kept in the office room of the
undersignd by 12.00 Noon of 20 January, '96.
Tenders will be opened on thesame day at 12.30
PM before the tenderers (if any) present. Pay
Order of Taka 25000/ - (Twenty-five thousand)
only from any scheduled bank in favour of
"Executive Chairman, Board of Investment"
must be deposited with the tender as earnest

For terms of reference and other informa-
tion, please contact the undersigned.

Md Shamsul Alam Talukder

Director
Phone : 9561950




