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I am pleased to learn that the 5th annual US Trade
Show has been scheduled in Dhaka from January 11. 1996,
co-sponsored by the American Bangladesh Economic
Forum and the States Embassy.

Bangladesh has already openedyup its economy and
various pructmmu}eﬂs med:ur democratic
government are to Bang sh econo with
the mechanism of free enterprise system. We have already
initiated many reform programmes in the trade regime,
financial sector. legal framework and almost in all areas
where reforms are necessary lo lead the country to
progress and . What we need today (s the steady
rise of commercial activities in the country and massive
local and international investment Including the US
investment.

The United States Is not o
partner, she (s also our most trus both (n times
of distress and our happy moments. The bond of
relationships between sh and the United States
has n man{fold over the last few years and I hope that
would continue to grow (n the days ahead. It (s
encourag to note t the number of US firms being
represen at the US Trade Show ‘96 has (ncreased (o
150 from last year's 120. This is a s t achievement

our premier (rading

and bears the glaring testimony of the growing US.

interests in Bangladesh.

I thank the members and officlals of the American
Bangladesh Economic Forum for their outstanding job (n
projecting Bangladesh in the United States of America. |
am convinced that this kind of international trade event

would contribute to furthering the commerclal ties
between Bangladesh US in .
I wish the US Trade Show all success.
Khaleda Zia

Prime Minister

The People's Republic of Bangladesh

of this show and the achievements of the Bangladesh
economy are winning the attention of regional and world
business centers. The concerted efforts of the Bangladeshi
people to bring market based economic development to
their country is bearing fruit. The manufacturing sector is
growing rapidly. GDP growth has been increasing. There
are growing markets, and Bangladeshi entrepreneurs are
responding to the opportunities and showing that they
understand what s reqll#ored to compete in the
tlilaterngélfn;nnl marke Inﬁw ugh rrmcl}u;lemnm to be

ne re Bang s S up to its potential for
growth, today we should recognize and celebrate ée
substantial ss that has been made, and Bangladesh's
increased international stature that this progress has

% US Embassy is hﬂpﬂy to continue collaborating
with the American-Bangladesh Economic Forum. We,

with Bangladeshi business, media. government,
political leaders, have benefited from the American-
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- received over the past four years from the Bangladeshi
public and from business and political leaders. The success
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American Bangladesh Economic

Forum : Widenin

HE primary reason be-
hind the creation of the
American Bangladesh

Economic Forum EF) in
1988. was to provide in-
creased economic relation-
ships between the United
States of America and
Bangladesh. As an Associate
member of the Asia Pacific
Council of American Cham-
bers of Commerce (APCAC)
the ABEF has been consis-
tently strengthening its role
in projecting Bangladesh lo-
cally and iInternationally.
While the journey of ABEF
was begun with only a few

mpanies, today the mem-

rship has risen to 46 rep-
resenting a good number of
prestigious American compa-
nies signaling the prospects

for future even much
brighter.

ith the continued
progress, in terms of eco-

nomic growth of the nations
of the Asia Pacific r n, the
outlook of the United States
has been changing very fast
toward these countries. To-
day, with the opening of the
Asia Pagqgific economy,
particularly ha undergone
many l’avmrabl:‘rﬁmnfu. Asia
has drawn noticeable
attention of the US
Government and private
businesses.

Bangladesh could not af-
ford to be an exception in
these crucial international
trends. The recent visit of Ms
Robin L Raphael, the US As-
sistant Secretary of State, to
some South Asian nations in-
cluding adesh testifies
to the growing American in-
terest in Bangladesh.
Although the visit was
termed as a routine one to
update her on economic, po-
litical and local situations,

A Gafur
Execulive Secretary
American Bangladesh Economic Forum

Bangladesh cannot go down,
it can only go up. Considering
the present level of economic
attainment in comparison to
other economies of South
and Southeast Aslia,
Bangladesh cannot remain
isolated In the race of eco-
nomic growth. This is the
best time for Bangladesh to
go ahead, with the highest
speed ssible. promoting
economic development.
Although, Bangladesh has
been able to "maintain
macroeconomic stability over

the last few years. it falled to

create required vibrancy in
the economy: the pace of
structural reform, privatiza-
tion, new Iinvestment has
remained painfully sluggish.
This lack of progress is pos-
ing the great threat of losing
the window of the opportu-
nity already opened through
the achievement of the past
few years.
iven the level of income,
employment creation and
overty alleviation,
angladesh is challenged to
achieve much higher eco-
nomic growth. Let me quote
a few lines from the Indone-
sian Country Palf.rcr published
AmCham Indonesia In
ovember 1994: "The Gov-
ernment of Indonesia’'s (GOI)
pragmatic economic devel-
opment programme has re-
sulted tn an average 6.8 per
cent annual h rate since

1960s. It is hard to imagine
today that in 1967, Indone-

sia's Ber capita income was
only US 870, less than half
that of Bangladesh. That fig-

ment, conducive legal
framework, continuation of
financial sector reforms. fur-
ther implementation of trade
olicy reforms, increased
evel of privatization, en-
trepreneurship and raising
the agricultural production
level, giving special emphasis
to social sectors like mass
education, vocational training
etc.

t is quite possible for
Bangladesh to achieve rapid
economic development
through continuous reduction
ol the regulatory role of the
Government, paving the way
for private sector develop-
ment. Another important fac-
tor in Bangladesh's develop-
ment is the poor country im-
age it has established over
the last few decades. This has
to be broken showing the
ability of the society and the
economy In responding to
the needs of local and over-
seas investors. Bangladesh
with its untapped natural re-
sources, linguistic and cul-
tural cohesion, having fewer
complicated problems than
India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan.
could shift its position from
ald reciplent country to a
mutually beneficial trading
gartnrzrnhlp, provided it is

lessed with deep political
commitment and determina-
tion based on national con-
sensus for achleving required
economic growth.

To support Bangladesh in
‘her drive toward advancing
economic and social devel-
opment, the ABEF conducts
the following programmes on

g Horizon

and economics.

* Sponsoring seminars on
vital issues of finance,
trade and commerce.

* Establishing contact be-
tween the American busi-
ness community and the
business and government
organizations of Bangla-
gesh_

* Support US investment in
Ba sh.

* Work as contact point for
US business houses in
Bangladesh.

* Carry out research on vital
issues of economic inter-
ests to identify the chal-
lenges and opportunities
and recommend actions
and policies to overcome
the hurdlcu;n the road to
progress and prosperity.

* Organizing the Ugc’l"r};;dt
Show in Bangladesh on
annual basis,

One of the striking chal-
lenges Bangladesh faces is
the inherent weaknesses in
management of offices, insti-
tutions. industries etc., both
private and public, which
could simply be called as
management problem. ABEF
with the objective of making
practical contribution in the
arena of management has
started management pro-
grammes for its members. A
seminar on "Top Manage-
ment Practices” was arranged
last October. Mr Sharu S
Rangnekar, an eminent In-
dian management expert,
was invited to address various
management issues. The
management pro' ammes
would be continued to cover
various serious management
issues.

The American Bangladesh
Economic Forum has been
holding the annual US Trade
Shows in Dhaka since 1992,

Bangladesh Economic Forum's public pol discussions. many observers consider this ure has risen to approxi- a regular basis. All over the world Trade
business seminars, informative I"IEWSIEHEI'I‘;?E! this annual kind of high level visit as maitely US 8754 today, °* onthly membership Shows are considered as
trade show. We support the ABEF's many efforts to | ™Most important for further- putting Indonesia in the up- meetings to hear promi- most critical ingredient for
showcase trade and investment opportunities in ur ing US-Bangladesh relation- per fl“k"l of developing nent local or visiting promoting products directl
country. We are hopeful that soon the ABEF will be shi countries. speakers, high govern- to consumers. The first Ug

What Bangladesh needs
today are political stability, an
enabling business environ-

Trade Show was held in
1992 co-sponsored by the
Continued on page .9

ment officials. ministers
etc. and discuss issues of
commerce, investment

Béngladcah’s economy
now stands at a crossroads.
One

incorporated as a bilateral chamber of commerce. |

For more information about the US-Bangladesh
commercial relationship and US and services
available in Bangladesh, | invite you to call on our
Commercial staff. who are ready to serve you at their table

near that entrance of the exhibition.
i " David N Merrill

Ambassador of the United States of America \

thing' is apparent
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MESSAGE
Welcome to the fifth annual "l!S Business in

Bangladesh” trade show. All of us at ithe 'S Embassy have
kbee*n delighted by the strong suppotrt the show has

to Bangladesh

Bangladesh. There is increasing investment interest by
United States Corporations in Bangladesh as the current
stronger economic position provides improved
opportunities. With the growing international trade
supported by the export growth strategy of the
Government of Bangladesh, the prospects for trade have
R R neu;; bei% g;uer. i *
F T e works Lo support increased economic
g relnunnsh(g: Jrom which both nations have much to gain
The US Trade Show rerresent: an opportunity for
the types
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ladesh consumers businessmen to see

of US products that are readily available in this country. D A s

We take great pride in the quality and technology 5
represented by these products and are confident that 0] a v '
these will be well received in Bangladesh. US ucts are e N '
highly competitive. The firms that manufacture and .
market these products, do an outstanding job of b e
modern technology to Bangladesh and praducmgm‘ﬁlgf 7
This year the US Trade Show features 33% more
booths than last year, with a wider range of products. We
welcome all o participants and visitors and
all will find, Trade Show an exciting

e
T,

| Winmer of PC Computing’s Torture Test, & Style.

The Forum is a volun b : ! + —
T drisipibolly ool [ support tuﬂfachl:rm Prestigious Industrial Design Excellence Award by Business Week Magazine &
economic progress. Our members include US companies industrial Designers Sociely of America.
working in Bangladesh, Bangladesh companies whose ||ESca NP = 2 2 202000 G

primary business is the importing of products from US and
third, American based NGOs ﬁd nthei{ﬁﬂnun-'praﬁt
., urg?nhgadﬂans.
merican Bangladesh Economic Forum is pleased
to PFEF:SEE" with themgnlted States Embassy, the fy?.h Us
Trade w.

MESSAGE

The American Bangladesh Economic Forum
esfat?ltshed in 198 to promote the ecnn;ur:[f:
relationships, both trade and investment, between
Bangladesh and the United States. At present, the United

\Smres (s the most important trading partner of

7

Forrest Cookson

| President |
American Bangladesh Economic Forum _
" USA have grown sign over the past few years with | 1%

the gradual opening up of the Bangladesh economy
towards free trade.

In view of the economic
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PCL/ISA Bus Architecture
DELL OptiPlex X600 - Desktop & Mini Tower
DELL OptiPlex G800, G+ 600 & GX500 Desktop & Mini Tower

DELL PowerEdge XE, SP & EL Servers
i (Option for integrated 3Com NIC & Audio/Video Features)

reform programmes (The Dual Pentium Processors power with I

Bangladesh’s foreign trade and investment has increased g v, < e
?‘Emﬂy wherein United States is laying its due role. L | G ERIDA Dus Architecture (Dual Pentium Processor, industry standard PCVEISA & bus
coun ctgutd successfully est:;nhlsh sound macro i - ,
Qriract foreign trade and testment With S B | OCLL OptiPlex DGX60S - Deskiop ArchRechare PEARA
the gradual Pha:#;% out ng multifibre agreement and ey T ulimate - ) ]
establishment o Bang sh shall have to compete -
tionally. country’s inherent advantages of i el o
and sound macro economic management should help in :
that direction. I hope increased US interest towards socio- :

economic development the
the mutual re o teould help promote

tions towards build
e faaribgo ' ullding a new world

The role of ABEF to promote trade and investment in
Bangladesh is a laudable one. It has successfully been able
lo promote economic cooperation between US and
Bangladesh through holding seminars, trade show and
p hing newsletters.

I am confident that the trade show will help the

both the  countries to further

business houses of
trade ties and attract more foreign

GALLOUR

AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTOR
INFORMATION SOLUTIONS LTD

113, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Concord Tower, Suite # 701, Dhaka-1000.
Phone # 842100, 842088. Fax # 842100

Also watch the wide range of DELL Computer in “XS Tseds Skee 96 at Wiator Gardes
(Booth No. 11 & 30) of Hotel Sheraton from 11th - 13th January 1996.

MESSAGE

It is hearten to know that the American B lﬂde.l;'l
Economic Forum EF) and the United States Er?ﬂs:y is
Jointly hosting the US Trade Show in ladesh for the
Jith year. The economic relations betwegﬂlgangladﬂh and,

S )

s then the sent
ke ke
I wish ﬂuTrﬂdeShmungmnd:umen. '

Salman F Rahman || 88"
President o TT—
The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of It b

Commerce & Industry




