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A French IFOR soldier walks past a barbed wire
outside his base in Sarajevo on Tuesday as a fire cleans
up garbage stuck in the wire. Bosnian government and
Bosnian Serb soldiers in the Bosnian capital must
withdraw by next week behind a one kilometre line of
separation in Sarajevo. — AFP/UNB photo

US N-sub in South Korea: A us

nuclear-powered submarine arrived in South Korea
yesterday demonstrating continued strong ties at a time of
increasing concern over North Korea. a South Korean
Defence Ministry spokesman said, Reuter says from Seoul.

The submarine of the US seventh fleet is equipped with
missiles capable of hitting targets inland as well as
weapons to attack vessels, he said.

Dini asks parliament to keep him:

Prime Minister Lamberto Dini asked parliament Tuesday

to kecf: him and his caretaker government in office and

avoid legislative elections in the next six months while

E:IF presides the European Union, AFP reports from
me.

The government awaits the decision of the parliament
and hopes the Chamber will avoid a government crisis with
no solution, Dini said at the start of a debate on the future
of his team of technocrats,

Paula Jones mﬁy sue Clinton:

federal appeals court ruled Tuesday that a woman who has
char ent Bill Clinton with sexual harassment can
sue him while he is still in the White House, AFP reports

from Washington.

The president attorney immediately denounced the de-
cision and vowed to fight the suit by Paula Jones all the
way to the supreme court. The three judge panel in Mis-
souri said in overturning a previous ruling that a sitti
president is not immune from civil suit for his unofficia

acts.
8 PKK men killed in Turkey:
Turkish security forces have killed eight separafist
Kurdish rebels in two clashes in eastern and southern
Turkey, officials said Tuesday. AFP reports from Ankara.

Five rebels from the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) were killed in a clash with government troops
Tuesday in the central-eastern provirice of Sivas, the Ana-
tolia news agency quoted officials from the office of the Si-
vas governor as saying. Three other PKK members were
killed in another clash in the southeastern province of
Sirnak Monday the state television TRT-1 quoted local se-
curily officials as saying. .

Kimﬂgays tribute to Mitterrand:

South Korean President Kim Young-sam paid his respects

Wednesday to the former French President Francois
Mitterrand at the French Embassy in Seoul, AP reports
from Seoul.

Kim bowed his head in a moment of silence in front of a
table adorned with white funeral flowers set up in the em-
bassy. "Former President Mitterrand was a great politician
and a great person.” Kim said.
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Serb rocket kills 1 in Sarajevo:
rocket propelled grenade killed a woman tram passenger
in Sarajevo on Tuesday and Bosnia angrily accused Serb
leaders of trying to dﬁulru‘y peace, at least six people were
wournded. Reuter reports from Sarajevo.

The grenade launched from a separatist Serb ition
set off a heavy firefight between the assailants and French
peackeepers, NATO said. Hours later the Serbs denied re-
sponsibility for what NATO branded a serious breach of the
pe€acCt process.

7 militants held in Phlhgplhnes,

Police have arrested seven Muslim extremi
being trained for bombing missions in the southern
FPhilippines, a senior police officer said Wednesday, AP
reports from Zambna.régi Philippines.
Regional police director Orville Gabuna said the
suspects were carrying papers identifying them as
mermbers of the Abu Sayyaf Group, the most radical of the
three main Muslim rebel groups in the south. The
identification papers were issued by another rebel group,
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. which was training the
E, to prevent a clash between their followers. Gabuna

BBC'S Arabic service uncertain:

The future of the BBC's Arabic language television service
is uncertain because its coverage of the threatened
deportation of a Saudi dissident living in London was
repeatedly censored by the Saudi-owned satellite relay
station in Rome, The Guardian reported Wednesday K AFP
reports from London.

The paper said the blackout of BBC news coverage to
the Middle East—which began on Friday and continued
over the weekend whenever the Al-Masaari case was dis-
cussed — is regarded by the BCC as a breach of contract by
its partner, Orbit Communications, owned by Saudt Prince
Khalid Bin Abdallah, a cousin of King Fahd.

Zaire plane crash toll now 300

Three hundred people died in the plane crash at Ndolo
airport near Kinshasa Zairean national radio reported
Tuesday citing the office of the city's governor. AFP
reports from Kinshasa.

The accident happened Monday when a Russian built
Antonvan 32 failed to gain height on take off and ploughed
into the vast open air Simbazikita market situated at the
end of the runway, engulfing it in flames. Aid and medical
agencies earlier put the death toll at 260.
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35hurtmbldglco]la€sedm Spain: a
senior citizens centre collapsed Tuesday after an explosion
apparently caused by a gas leak. leaving at [east 35 people
injured. authorities said. AP reports from Madrid.

About sixty people were believed to be inside the one-
story. pre-fabricated building in a southern Madrid
neighbourhood when it collapsed about 7 30 pm (1830
G - Madrid mayor Jose Maria Alvarez del Manzano said
mvestigators thought an underground gas leak from a
recently installed natural gas system in the area had
caused the accident.

ISLAMABAD,
Prime Minister
Bhutto said yesterday Pak-
istan would have a consid-
ered and measured response
if India detonated its second
nuclear device, reports Xin-
hua

The prime minister made
the remarks here yesterday
when she met a group of
Japanese journalists, accord-
ing to the official Associated
Press of Pakistan.

She added that but it will
be absolutely tragic for the
subcontinent with India actu-
ally detonating its nuclear
test.

It was reported that India,
who tested its first nuclear
bomb in 1974, is planning
the second test in the near
e s

e said, 'some le sa
that perhaps Indiap:*ual:ltn tgr
detonate this test to see
whether Pakistan actually had

Jan 10:
Benazir

the knowledge and the ca-
pacity to convert its knowl-
edge into a nuclear reality.”

"By taking a decision, we
have to take all these facts
into consideration. But | hope
time will never come when
‘l;r: will make such a deci-
sion.”

The prime minister ex-
pressed her tonfidence that
the world opinion. will con-
vince the Indian leadership
that "we are at the brink of
21st century and we should
better enter the century with

peace.”

“l will, therefore, place
importance on the stated po-
sition of the Indian authori-
ties that there will be no

test.” said the prime minis-
ter.

Asked about the claim op-
sition leader Nawaz Sharif
ad in the past the Pakistan
past that Pakistan possessed

International

Measured response if India
goes for 2nd N-test: Benazir

a nuclear device, Benazir
said. "I think this was not the
viewpoint of Nawaz Sharif
when he was the prime min-
ister.”

Pakistan, Benazir said, has
never denied that it has cer-
tain knowledge.

But because they believe in
non-proliferation, they have
never turned or used this
knowledge into creating a

nuclear device, said the
prime minister. -
"It is our policy today to

continue on the path of non-
proliferation.”

"By doing so, we will not
make devices, not to deto-
nate devices, not to export
any nuclear technology and

we have shown tremendous
res ibility and restraint."

enazir said during her
scheduled four-day official
visit to discuss the security
matters with the Japanese

‘prime minister,

including
threat of nuclear proliferation
and the threat of missile
race.

AFP adds: Armed men at-
tacked a convoy carrying Pak-
istani opposition leader
Nawaz Sharif in southern
Sind province, woundin
around 30 people, but Shari
was unhurt, reports said to-

The attack took place on
Tuesday while Sharif and
members of his Pakistan
Muslim League were travel-
Ii:;f to a political meeting in
Hala, opposition sources said.

The attackers also used
iron bars and bamboo les
to damage Sharif's \r:hicﬁ:

The Muslim League ac-
cused Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto and her husband, Asif
Zardari, who is a political
power in the province, of Be-
ing behind what it termed an
"assassination attempt."”

Iraq appeals to
unblock funds to

[ N ]

finance Haj
BAGHDAD, Jan 10: Ira

appealed Tuesday for part o

its funds frozen in the Arab
Gulf tuhbe unb:'?cked to fi-
nance the annu ilgrim

to Makkah in Sauﬁilgﬂat;i.g;
the official news agency INA
said. reports AFP.

Foreign Minister Moham-
mad said Al-Sahhaf sent re-
quests to UN Gen-
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghalli,
the Arab League and the Or-

anisation of the Islamic Con-
erence (OIC), the agency
said.

"Iraq has the right to se-
cure the unblocking of 50
million dollar from its assets
frozen in banks in Saudi Ara-
bia, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), to be
able to finance the pilgrimage
::f Iragis to Hakk?hthu well as
0 print copies of the Qoran,
the Muslim holy book.” Sah-
haf wrote.

Son, brother of
Chun summoned

SEOUL. Jan 10: Seoul
Frnserulurs. digging into al-
egations that ex-president
Chun Doo-Hwan skimmed off
even more money than his
predecessor Roh Tae-Woo,
today summoned his son and
brother for questioning. re-
ports Reuter.

Chun's son Jae-Kuk and
his younger brother Kyung-
Hwan were told to arrive
uestioning tomorrow, the

omestic Yonhap news
agency said.

The would be questioned
over allegations that they
helped Chun launder some of
his alleged ill-gotten wealth,
it said.

"We have questioned about
ten of Chun's relatives so far
and now we plan to call in his
son and brother so we can
finish up the investigation,”
the agency quoted a prosecu-
tion oflicials as saying.

Prosecution officials were
not available for comment.

BJP's dream won't
come true, says
Arjun Singh

VIDISHA (MP), Jan 10:
Bharatiya Janata Party's
dream of coming to power at
the centre would never be
translated into reality, the
working president of the
hr:aknwiry gruug of the
Congress-I. Arjun Singh said
yesterday, reports PTI.

The P would not gain
anything by the ideclogical
differences in the Congress-1.
he told reporters here.

Singh said that his party
had not made any move for
entering Into alllances with
other political parties.

The working president
said unity between his party
and the Congress-l can take
place only if a serious initia-
tive was made for it. Till now
no serious initiative has been
made in this direction”, he
added.

Singh claimed that by the
ume the Lok Sabha elections
were held his group would
appear as the only party with
credibility before the people.

——

Budget talks sus

pend till Jan 17

Clinton vetoes welfare
overhaul bill

WASHINGTON., Jan 10:
President Clinton, just as he
promised, has vetoed a Re-

blican plan to overhhul the

nited States' primary wel-
fare programmes and end the
federal guarantee of aid to
poor. reports AP.

Clinton {:-unlllplahlcd in his
veto message that the ub-
lican bill "does too llfttflg to
move people from welfare to
work,” but said he was willing
to work with Congress on a
new version "to enact real,
bipartisan reform.” '

The House and Senate

ssed the bill the week be-
ore Christmas, but by mar-

gins less than the two-thirds

majorities needed to override
Clinton's veto.

But Clinton waited until
two weeks of White House
talks with Republicans over
ending federal deficits by the
year 2002 and simultaneously
cutting taxes broke down
Tuesday to formally reject
the weliare bill.

The sw:cgéng rewrite of
the nation's 60-year-old fed-
eral welfare system would

have guaran-
tees to assistance pro-
grammes with ts that
could be used by states to

fashion | their own welfare

plans.

The bill also would have’

r:aéaped the total amount of
federal funding for welfare
over the next seven vyears.
with an estimated savings of
58 billion dirs.

AFP adds: Budget talks be-
tween the Democratic White
House and congressional Re-
publican leaders, suspended
on Tuesday. will resume on

January 17, a White House of-
ficial said.
Confirming a statement

made earlier by President Bill
Clinton, his Chief of Staff
Leon Panetta, said talks were
"tentatively sc¢heduled to re-
convene next Wednesday,
January 17 in the morning.”

Benazir, Velayati talk Afghan
conflict, investment projects

ISLAMABAD. Jan 10: Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Al Ak-
bar Velayati, on a surprise
visit to Pakistan to discuss
the Afghan conflict and in-
vestment projects, met

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto teday. officials said,:
reports Reuter.

There was no immediate
word on the outcome of the
talks. Velayati, who met For-
eign Minister Assef Ahmed
Ali after arriving on Tuesday,
;:r:t ;]nu due to meet Presi-

Tehran radio said on
Tuesday that Velayati wanted
to discuss joint investment
projects. including a pro-

s pipeline, as, as

iran has been playing an
active diplomatic role in
Alghanistan, where embattled

President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani is under from

gg;p:lltiun factions to step

Tehran has been con-
cerned about the rise of the
Taliban Islamic militia that
secks to overthrow Rabbani.
Iranian media have accused
Pakistan of setting up the
militia and Saudi Arabia of
funding it. Both countries

deny the charges.

Another report says. Ira-

nian Foreign Minister AH Ak-
bar Velayati held talks with
Pakistani official on the
Afghan conflict on Tuesday
soon after arriving for a two
day visit, Pakistani official
said. reports Reuter.

They said Velayati and
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Assef Ahmad Ali also dis-

cussed bilateral relations and
the regional situation.

No details of the talks
were immediately available.

Earlier, the state run
Tehran Radio said Velayati
and Pakistani officials would
also review joint investment
projects such as a gas
pipeline between the two
courtries.

Tehran has been con-
cerned about the rise of
Afghanistan’'s Taliban Islamic
militia that seeks to over-
throw President Burhanuddin
Rabbani.

Iranian media have ac-
cused Pakistan of setting up
the militia and Saudi Arabia
of funding it. Both countries
deny the charges.

The taliban accuses Iran of
backing Rabbani and said last
week that it had rejected a
Tehran offer for mediation.

— T TT— = ——— ok -

Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao (C) unveils a homemade battle tank for the Indian
Army Tuesday amid tight security. Defence experts say the Arjun tank is on par with the

best of its kind in the world.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Appointment of Primakov as FM

Yeltsin —s_i_g‘nals
of pro-western
foreign policy

MOSCOW, Jan 10: Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin implicitly
has signalled the end of a
foreign policy judged too pro-
western by conservatives, by
appointing a Soviet-era ap-
paratchik as foreign minister
just six months before crucial
presidential elections. re-
ports AFP. :

Yeltsin named Yevgeny
Primakov, a veteran spy chief
on Tuesday, to succeed An-
drei Kozrev who quit last
week after five years in office.
For western leaders, Kozyrev
personified a new policy of
cooperation with the west
but for that very reason he
was disliked by the commu-
nists and Russian ultra-na-
tionalists.

end

Primakov on the other
hand is the "bete noire” of
the Americans. according to
one diplomat, because of his
style and attitudes reminis-
cent of the Soviet-era.

"President Yeltsin held a
whole series of consultations
before taking a decision and
he appointed Primakov at the
suggestion of Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin,” said
Yeltsin's spokesman Sergie
Medvedev.

By replacing the flambaoy-
ant Kozyrev with the dout
66-year-old Primakov, Yeltsin
has signalled his acknowl-
edgement of the outcome of
recent legislative polls won
by the communists and the
nationalists.

Oft the Record

She prefers twins
to politics

WEST MEMPHIS, Arkansas: Republican Blanche
Lambert Lincoln, pregnant with twins, said Tuesday she

won't seek re-election because ju
two babies and her congressional jo

reports AP.

ing the demands of
would be too difficult,

The babies are due in early July. Had she been
expecting only one child. the Democrat said. she would

have sought a third term.

. 'l envisioned boarding a plane twice a week with an
infant, a diaper bag and briefcase,” Mrs. Lincoln said. "But

when we learned we were having

twins. we quickly

realised that we are presented with an unusual situation.
This particular job isn't very family-friendly.”

Her husband, Dr Stephen Reece Lincoln.

is a fertility

specialist practicing in Mempbhis. .
Mrs Lincoln, 35, said she might consider returning to
public life when the children are older.

Right dialling!

SAN FRANCISCO: A prisoner who escaped from a
Californian jail was caught by police after he dialled

emergency number 911
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

v mistake, officials said on

Tonga national Maliu Mafua, 27, escaped from a San
Mateo county facility last Friday but was caught one day
later when he dialed 911 instead of 411 from a pay phone,

drawing officers to the scene.

A call to 911 alerts police to an emergency. Officers

responding to the call knew something

was wary when

they saw Mafua wearing a shirt that read "property of the

San Mateo County Jaul."

Officials said he escaped after learning the immigration
and naturalisation service planned to deport him to Tnn%a.
or

Mafua, who was servin

assault, was arraigned on
charge.

a six-month sentence
uesday on a felony escape

Woman in coma to
give birth!
ROCHESTER, New York: A woman comatose since a

1985 car crash was raped at a nursing home and is five
months pregnant, her family's lawyer said Tuesday. The

family wants her to give birth. a source said, re

ports AP.

The 29-year-old woman, a quadriplegic whose identity
was withheld, occasionally opens her eyes and make
guttural sounds but does not speak, said the lawyer, John

arrinello.

As to whether she is conscious of her surroundings, I
don't know if anybody will ever reach that conclusion.”

Parrinello said.

She was moved last February to Westfall Healthcare

Center, which houses about 65

people with severe physical

injuries or behavioral problems as well as about 80 elderly.

 Observers slam Israel for
travel bans on candidates

JERUSALEM, Jan 10: The
head of an international
group monitoring the January
20 Palestinian elections crit-
icised Israel on Tuesday for
imposing travel restrictions

on Palestinian candidates,

| reports AP.

Carl Lidbom, former jus-
tice minister of Sweden and
head of 300 European Union
observers, said lsraeli mea-
sures hindered campaign

| workers and politicians from

moving from one area to an-
other, especially from the
West Bank to Jerusalem.

"The holding of these
elections has been agreed at
the highest political level, so
the means to implement that

olitical decision in good
aith must be found.” Lidbom
told reporters. He said it was
not acceptable "to use secu-
rity regulations as a pretext
for hindering the election
campaign.”

Lidbom
critical

has also been
of the Palestinian

Authority's organisation of
the vote, and on Tuesday
urged it to refrain from in-
timidating journalists and al-
low better media access to
opposition candidates.

The Jerusalem district is
made up of about 40 Arab vil-
lages and neighbourhoods in
the city's eastern sector and
in surrounding areas of the
West Bank.

West Bank residents need
special permits to travel to
Jerusalem, and most of those
permits have been suspended
temporarily because of an Is-
raeli security alert. Islamic
militants have blamed Israel
and vowed revenge for last
week's assassination of Yehiya
Ayyash, the alleged master-
mind of suicide bombings
that claimed 55 victims.

Shlomo Dror, spokesman
for Isregl's outgoing West
Bank mfitary government,
said candidates from outside
Jerusalem did not need to
reach the city,

Rao orders production of India's
rst indigenous tank

NEW DELHI, Jan s
Prime Minister PV
MNarasimha Rao ordered pro-

duction of India's {first
indi sly built Main Battle
Tank (MBT) on Tuesday,

indicating that any future war
with Pakistan could still be
fought along conventional
lines despite the alleged nu-
clear capabilities of the two
countries reports Reuter.

Senior defence officials
told Reuters that the state-of-
the art "Arjun ~ named after a
mythical Hindu warrior, and
unveiled by Rao at an im-
pressive army ceremony,
would eventually compete
with wesiern counterparts on
the international arms mar-
ket.

“In modern warfare, so-
phistication. accuracy, ability-
all these count a good deal
these day * Rao said, address-
ing top military officials and
defence experts from the
tanks cupola

fi

“"We need to have the tank
as early as possible, because
we cannot afford to be with-
out this tank for too long."
Rao said.

Armoured firepower

played a crucial role in two of
the three wars India and Pak-
istan have fought since their
independence trom Britain in
1947 Their last war in 1971
led to the dismemberment of
Pakistan and the birth of
Bangladesh ,from eastern
flank.
Pakistan, a former mem-
ber of the now defunct US-
led central treaty organisa-
tion. has been more accus-
tomed to western defence
equipment including the
American Patton Tanks it
used effectively in its 1965
war with India,

India, the main non-com-
munist ally of the former So-
viet Union, had been relying
equally heavily on equipment
supplied by Moscow, includ-

ing T-72 tanks.

Rao, whose tenure saw the
demise of the Soviet Union,
said Importing badly needed
equipment had now become
uncertain.

"It is not quite certain that
you would go on getting these
sophisticated equipments
from other countries when-
ever you went them,” he said.

“It Is quite possible that
when you need it most the
taps may be turned ofl.”

Indian Army Chief
Shankarao Chowdhury
echoed similar concerns.

“The Indian army needs a
main battle tank.,” he said.
"Models of such tanks avail-
able throughout the world.
are either prohibitively ex-
pensive or will not be made
avallable to us.

“Therefore, there was no
alternative for us than to go
th the long painful pro-
cess developing our own sys-
tem from scratch.” he said

Defence officials said the
MBT was required by the
army to operate in the desert
state of Rajasthan and the
northern Punjab state, both
bordering Pakistan, where it
was lested for two years un-
der gruelling.conditions.

“It is far, far superior to
anything that Pakistan has,"
saild M Natarajan, director of
the Arjun prpject.

India and Pakistan are un-
der western pressure not to
turn their theoretical nuclear
capabilities Into actual
wWeapons.

India has denied recent
reports that it plans to ex-
plode a’ nuclear device as
second test since 1974

Defence officials in both
countries seek to play down
western fears that their dis
pute over the Himalayan re
Flnu of Kashmir, where Mus-
im separatists are [ighting
Indian rule, could flare up
into a nuclear conflict.

Bosnian govt urges NATO
to punish Serb rebels

SARAJEVO,
Bosnian government officials
urged NATO troops to punish
rebel Serbs after a grenade
slammed into a Sarajevo
sireetcar., killing one man
and wounding at least 19
others, reports AP

Tuesday's attack was the
worst cease-fire violation
since an Oct 12 truce by
Bosnia's warring factions,
which signed a -brokered
peace agreement Dec 14

Meanwhile. the White
House announced Tuesday
that President Clinton would
travel to Bosnia this weekend
to visit American peacekeep-
ing troops who are part of
the ﬁ[].gﬂﬂ member NATO
led force enforcing the peace
accord.

The attack may have been
designed to test the resolve
of troops that replaced UN
forces in the Bosnian capital
three weeks ago. It also
marred modest celebrations
marking the end of one of
the few UN successes of the
Bosnian war — the longest aid
airift in history.

Jan 10:;

Maj Peter Bulloch, a
spokesman for the NATO-led
Implementation Force, or
IFOR, confirmed that the
lethal grenade was fired from
a Serb-held position above
the central city.

"The firing came from
within Grbavica,” a Serb-held
suburb. Bulloch said.

The Bosntan Serb news
agency. SRNA, denied Serbs
were to blame. It cited
sources close to rebel leader
Radovan Karadzic.

American soldiers travel-
ling In a passing vehicle at
the time escaped injury by
sheer luck, eir four-seat
unarmored Humvee was hit
by a fragment of the grenade
as it exploded, NATO
spokesman Maj Simon Hase-
lock said late Tuesday.

The 12-inch (30-centime-
tre) section, including the

enade's entire tail fin, em-
ded itself in the left-hand
front splash guard of the ve-
hicle, Haselock said. The ve-
hicle was returned to base.
He provided no other details.



