businessman Sunday.

Gulshan police lobbed tear gas shells to disperse demonstrators who gheraced the (L) “

1
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Gas-based power plant
British co starts

site survey soon

By Sharier Khan

¥
Midland Power Interna-
tional, a British company, is
to bcfln site survey in
four districts of the coun
soon for setting up a 110
gas-based power plant.
- The company is now
awaiting a letter from the
Ministry of Energy allowing it
Eﬂhagigu;hc survey in
: utang,
and g;:'laal districts, ministry
sources said.
~ Midland Power signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with the govern-
ment on setting up a natural
gas-fired combined-cycle
power plant on build-own-
operate (BOO)] basis, within
15 months of signing the fi-
nal accord. -
~ About a month ago. repre-
sentatives of Midland met
with the Energy Secretary
seeking signal to con-
duct site survey for the
power plant. The ministry
asked the representatives of
Midland to obtain a verbal no-
objection from the
Bangladesh Power Develop-
ment Board (BPDB) before al-
lowing them to begin the

Midland representatives
were verba]lg %’ﬁ:n no-objec-
tion by the BPDB for the site
survey in the Haripur and
Semutang region and sug-
gested they could also loo

abari

into areas of Baghabari and
Barisal.

The site survey would be
followed by
signing of a production shar-
ing contract and an agree-
ment under the a -of
the Power Cell, which was
earlier set up to deal with

E\te sector participation
n the power sector.

The Power Cell, set up
over six months ago, is to
gear up its u:t.l*i:ltm. re-
cently, Additional Secretary
D Khan was ted Direc-
tor General of the Cell and
three others were appointed
as Directors. Appointment of
a World Bank consultant, 8
Selman, was also made. But
23 posts of the Cell still re-
mains to be filled.

The task of the WB consul- |

tant will be to frame a model
power purchase agreement
(PPA) which would be the ba-
sis for negotiations between
the government and the pri-
vate sector on setting up

wer plants. The framing of
he PPA would take at least
eight to ten months time, the
sources said.

- Ten f[oreign companies
have already signed MOUs
with the government on set-
ting up power plants with an
investment outlay of 2.5 bil-
lion US dollars.

negotiations, .

NEW DELHI. Jan 9: The
SAARC commerce ministers'
meeting today reiterated the
commitment to accelerate
the implementation of South

an Preferential Trading
Arrangement (SAPTA) and go
ahead with al'l the provisions
of the South Asian Free Trade
Area (SAFTA) by the year
2005, reports BSgi

Releasing a joint state-
ment at the end of the
meeting Indian minister for
Commerce P Chidambaram

aid at a press conference
hat the resolutions were
adopted unanimously.
; e meeting endorsed the
inter-governmental group
(IGG) meeting on trade lib-
maiiiuri{ to Ee held in Sri
n March to ¢ out
the second round of Eﬂﬂﬂ-
tions for removal of -tar-
#ff, non-tariff and other trade
¢ontrol barriers within spe-
eific time-frame and for ex-
yanding the concessions mu-
ly exchanged under the
W%EA framework and to
suggest measures for trade
tation.
- The meeting agreed that
the IGG may consider adop-

Next round of SAARC
trade talks in Mar

tion of sectoral and cross the
board approaches in addition

to product, by-product ap-
proach to accelerate the

progress.  The process of the

second round of tions

should be concl not later

tha_Jrlh July, 1996. -
¢ meeting

the views that the 1& should

facilitate the full implementa-

tion of the provisions of Arti-
cle 10 and Article 60 of the

SAPTA agreement for the
least developed contra
member states. It

to consider issuance :l to

E;:stlll:eaamen recommended
_ e respective trade
bodies as expedlﬂuulty as
possible and as a matter of
norm within 72 hours of
submission of application.
Other resolutions

at the m::ct.lnﬁ inclu for
simplification,
and streamlining of customs
and related rocedures,
romotion of a arbi-
ation board for settlement
of disputes, creation of na-
tional business information
networks and linking the
E.;l.nai with the SAARC secre-

L]
b

Releas"'é of Khulh_a
" JP, JCD leaders

demanded

KHULNA, Jan 9: Local
leaders of the BNP and
Jntgatahadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) today (Tuesday) de-
manded immediate release of
district JCD president
Wahiduzzaman Chanchal, re-
ports UNB.

In a joint statement, City
BNP president Nurul Islam
and general secre Nazrul
Islam and JCD leader Ruhul
Azim Rumi alleged that the
law enforcing agencies ar-
rested him though no arms
was found at his residence.

Army, BDR and police in a

t raid arrested Chanchal
rom his residence earl
Monday. District BNP nng
.JCD submitted a memoran-
dum to the Deputy Commis-
sioner demanding his re-
lease,

. Meanwhile, district Jatiya
Party president Advocate
Mobinuddin, general secre-
tary Sardar Rabiul Islam, city
JP president S M A Rab and
general secretary Ali Reza in
a separate statement de-
manded the release of a JP
leader.

. Abul Hossain, a former
Ja Party MP, was arrested
d a joint raid of Army,
BDR and police on the same
night. -

Jamaat rejects
revised polls
schedule

Jamaat secretary Rgall
man

Maulana Motiur
Nizami| yesterday rejected
the revised election le
and demanded immediate
resignation of the Prime Min-
ister to pave the way for a
non-party caretaker govern-
ment, reports UNB. )

"The change of election
schedule is not our demand.
We have urged the Election
Commissioner to postpone
the election activities until a
meaningful election is en-
sured under a neutral care-

taker ", he told a’|
public rally at the northern
gate of

mosque.
Presided over by City Amir,
ATM ﬂlJE;nzhart.Jl Islam, hg’he rally
was also addressed by former
MP Sheikh Ansar AH.
Hiszni accused the
party of making
the ongoing process to reach
a consensus for ho the
general elections u a

caretaker government.

“If the government be-
romes sincere we must be
able to resolve the current

Hucfaid crisis,” the Jamaat

by A. 8. Mahmud, Managing Director, on
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aitul  Mokarram

Govt trying to |
stage farce in
name of polls,

says Hasina |

sticking to power al I

L : by
e e and g
t is mock-

igl:n ;;mp-iwer through intransi-
- SAARC trade
fair begins
1n Delhi

NEW DELHIL, Jan 9: The
SAARC Trade . Fair
with theme of coopera-
tion for development began
here today, reports BSS.
mcggt:rmercemmlm:te'f; ; of
countries n-
augurated the [nirﬂrl::r th
went around the pavilions
the member countries.
adesh High Commis-
sioner CM Shaf Sami
|I the commerce minis of
S i 2, e
ion at the fair.

Indian Commerce Minis-
ter P Chidambaram and min-
isters of other countries
showed keen interest in dif-

Ee::ﬁodtmmdhph_ylt
attiactod ;mﬁ'm{'
visitors today.

es which are

‘The
ﬂ..rtlcl in the trade fair
om %.lﬁ

J!dut?ﬂm include,
s Corpo-
| ration (BJMC), .Beximco
- “thtn fahr“;t'lnd ]rlmd‘
garments,
Mousumi Industries with
cosmetics, Dhaka Jamdani
Saree with Jamdani fabrics
‘and saree, with
leather goods includin
shoes, Saima Silk and -
loom Industry with fabrics
Nalita and Company with arti-

ficial flowers. _
attend Mitterrand's '
- funeral

attend the speci
services for the former
French President Francois
Mitterrand BSS,

arr
Notr

| soon.
. Malek said .the -
ment received another list of
' crew members were on
board from the of- |
fice of the owner company
Seatime Shipping (Pte) Lid

intheml

o w >
: i e 7 Hi
e I ;
g R
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terday (R) protesting killing of Shamsul Alam — a

i -1

i :.h_
G

— Star photo

League yes-
terday demanded that all
functions related to the
electoral process be stopped
until a neutral non-party
caretaker government (s
formed to conduct the na-
thnﬁl elections, UNB.

e caretaker government
will announce the elections
schedule after consultation
with the political parties.
they told a hartal rally in
front of the Jatiya Press
in the afternoon.

also expressed the

They
determination to resist any
”btumﬂnt election” under

"The

me Hllillter is

leader Abdus Samad Azaa.
He said all the political
parties have been united on
one-point — the resignation
of the Prime Minister — and
there is no more scope for
killing time.
Samad Azad said the Eeo—
le will launch the "final

Hﬂumrmnm
does not resign s ng re-

spect to the people's de-
mand.

“Shifting of elections
schedule was not the demand
of the people. Their demand
was elections under a care-
taker f:vernm:nt." said

Awami
Hossain Amu.

‘A vendor selling

'Kulfi', a traditional variety of i&
cream at Gulistan during the hartal hours yesterday.

—_

will not take part in the
elections even if the =
ment accepts the demand
without giving them enough
time for elections prepara-
tion.

Amu said all the parties
should take the decision
abowt the election schedule
for the sake of a smooth, im-

and fair elections.

The AL leaders called
upon the le to join the
party rally at Panthapath to-
day to be addressed party
chief Sheikh Hasina.

City Awami League al
secfetary Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya presided

over the rally, also

Mozaffar Hossain Paltu,

idul Kader, shudh?hu
Shekhar Haldar, Abul Hasan
Chowdhury. Siddigur Rouf
Khan, Advocate Kazl Igbal
FMIIH and Ahsain'ah Mos-
er.

— Star photo

Bangladesh Council of Sci-
enuﬂﬁ and Industrial Re-
search (BCSIR) has devel-
oped a smokeless tandur
oven with ter

thirds of the fuel in compari-

European Economic

Chechen
- hostage

 operation of the stove, in

contrast to that of the con-
ventional ones, is that the
flow of air is in the same di-

rection as that of the com-

' The new tandur oven is
downdraft

m::zmmm_ maghﬂth cooking stove

It has a chimney to

draft,

of bricks covered with mud
and at the bottom of the
chamber there is a great

a hole.
The pot hole is placed
between the fire chamber
and the tandur and is con-
nected with the tandur

through a cylindrical hole.

The tandur is placed on a
flat platform. The oval
sha tandur is made of
mild steel sheet and at the
centre of it steel pipes are
Rlal:ed to direct the flow of

ot combustion ases
towards the wall of the
tandur stove. The outside
wall of the tandur is covered
with mud to reduce heat

fire chamber is made loss.

guerillas | of. Bet“enm 200 and 400

I asia's Horth Covctocs  Bostagen o umer dhiels

5 Cau as h shields

have shot two of them dead, mmmmmkem
. uoting + ol e o e

y. a resi- in a from Ki-

dent who was at the hospital,, said the t

report Reuter, AFP. E m'wuuhu tal and

e e L met ruibel le&der: Salman

warned that they will soon Chechen rebels entered

rebels take
, €Xecut

F

e 2000
€ two

there was a fierce at
a bridge over the Talovka
ﬂvpﬁum the outskirts.
ssian news agencies re-
ported more hea ting
around the hupn:ntw
The erillas controlled
two of tal’s three

m.mnunmu-
building. :

Itar-Tass news

gquoted local services
as that the Chechens |

were also hidden in woods '

outside the town.
Russian troops have
poured into the town to deal

d with the crisis.

. secretary

‘while Ruhul Amin,

from Sarajevo began i:tzming key locations north of the

Bosnian c

they plan to vacate. Witnesses said the

apital today, apparently destr

oying strongpoints
city skyline was

:ﬁgcotmlaﬂy wreathed in smoke. with huge flames seen

ting out of mili bunkers
from Serb-held submbstm reports

KARACHI. Jan 9. Gunmen
kjdnapred and killed two lo-
cal politicians of Pakistani
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's Pakistan Pwplt:'a
Party (PPP) in Karachi today
police said. Reuter.

Gunmen in Karachi also
abducted and wounded a
third PPP politician and
killed a policeman who re-
sisted an att to kidnap
him overnight, police said.

In Lahore, capital of Pun-
jab province, on a
motorcycle ambushed and
shot dead a senior provincial

bureaucrat. Police said Sa :ﬁ

Gillani., Director Gener
Excise and Taxes in Punjab,

died on the . His driver
was also ki :
In a ate attack, film

star Sultan Rahi, hero of
countless Punjabi-language
a movies, was shet dead
on 4 road near Gujranwala,
about 70 km (40 miles} from
Lahore, during what police
described as an apparent

robbery attempt.

Police identified the mur-
dered PPP politicians as Ab-
dul Bari Qureshi, PPP coun-
cillor from the Liaquatabad
district, and Burhanuddin,
General Secretary of New
Karachi PPP ward. Their bul-
let-riddled bodies were found
i Th Hh.:?gf:en kid '

ey napped
earlier outside their homes.

The third kidna PPP ac-
tivist, named as Sultan,
was found with bullet wounds

Arms recovery drive
WP concerned at

'harassment' of

Opposition
workers

By Staff Correspondent
Workers Party President
Amal Sen and general secre-
tary Rashed Khan Menon in a
joint statement ay ex-
pressed their
at the

arms.

The drive was practic
being directed as per the ?112
w:pﬂrﬂd by the BNP, the

orkers Party leaders al-
leged.

The .statement further
said, "We expressed our fear
earlier that with Home Min-
ister Abdul Matin Chowdhury
in power, the arms rec

overy
| drive would make the role of

ﬁ armed forces controver-

Armed* cadres belonging
to the ruling and Ja-
maat-Shibir were in- liberty
despite the the state-:
ment clai i

~ JP rally today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya city unit
will hold a Partga? t:t the
south gate of tul Mukar-
ram to press its demand for
hold elections under a
neu » non-partisan care-
taker government, a press
release said here last t.

Party acting chairman

Mizanur Rahman
and m Raushan
will address the meeting,

while city unit chief Col
(Retd) ek will preside.

PM donates

From Page 1
four ues to four hawkers
unions at her office in the
afternoon. The donation will
be distributed among the
traders of 1,787 gutted

of Gulistan Hawkers Market
Samity, received a cheque
for Tk. 30,60,996 and jal
Hossain, general sec of
Fulbaria Adarsha Hawkers
Market Shopkeepers Owners
Samity, a cheque for Tk.
20,64,913.

Tofazzel Hossain. general
of Bangabazar
Hawkers Samity, received a
cheque for 29,37 .8B85
eneral

.of Dhaka Mohana-
ari Fulbaria Shopkeepers
awkers Samity, a cheque

far Tk 19,36,2086.

Earlier, as per instruction
:}' the F:fnl;:n Minister, the

inistry ster Manage-
ment and Relief donated
1,100 bundies of CI sheets to
the affected shopowners of

Bangabazar.
Business from Jan 15

Another report says,
Bangabazar will resume busi-
ness next week, hawkers
unjon sources said yesterday.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is to
Jaiary 15, Diabca Chty bayor
Mohammad Hmlg:'ll"l“l:
present at the function as
special guest.

Nearly 3.000 shops of

r and its
areas at Fulbaria in the dt;
were gutted on November 2
last in the most devastating
fire in recent years.

- dashed the

and explosions echoi
Reuter. ne

' Gunmen abduct 3

in New Karachi and was in
hospital. No group immedi-
ately claimed responsibility.
Karachi is the. scene of a
long-running conflict pitting
Bhutto's government and se-
curity forces against the op-
position ethmic Mohajir Na-
tional Movement (MQM).
Protesters set fire to a
truck and two buses in Li-
aquatabad, regarded as an
MQOM stronghold, after a po-
litical activist died today, al-
legedly while he was in po-
lice custody.

Harassment of
newsmen by
army condemned

The Dhaka Reporters'
Unity has condemned and
strongly protested what it
said harassment of and mis-
behaviour with journalist
Madhusudan Mandal by some
army personnel in the small
hours of Monday, reports
UNB.

In a joint statement
terday, Reporters nit
pr t Shafiqul Kabir
eneral secretary Mostafa

eroz said troops led by an
army officer entered the
house of Mandal, the Morn-
ing Sun reporter, without any

They (troops) tied the

ey (troops) tied the re-
porter with a ro and
abused him in a filthy lan-
SUsge cvra ARAE getiing hie
entity, the statement al-
leged. -

The leaders of the Unity, a
forum of reporters of the na-
tional pers and news

encies, also condemned
the harassment of a photo-

{oumalllt on Monday by army
n Farmgate area. _
From Stuﬂ‘Correi;poﬁdent

EIARI%J:E Jan :d ;ny
unidenti teenag
drowned into the S

river from the pontoon at the
Jhalakathi launch ghat“this -

mﬁtmrdlng to Witntll;:

was standing on
pont:?n at the launch ghat
when the passen launch
MV Salamm Rasul .suddenly
ntoon heavily.
The boy fell into the river
and drowned. He is still un-
traced.

"ROK investor
_ From Page 1
Emstﬁulh 'Kl:ir:lt:lf ‘:: ;

which has set up a n
industries in Dhaka and

Chi told UNB.
About the investment
climate in Sung

Bangladesh,
identified the present politi-
cal unrest as a problem in al-
I investors. He referred
to frequent hartals and
strikes which "naturally dis-

e to quuﬂou.

a
, | te from
the peninsula of which
emerged as  an economic
from rubbles of the
war in the 1950s by
utilising a disciplined “and
mﬁ labour furm.ﬂnb—

at prosperity a
country depends on proper
exploitation of its human re-
sources. :

Sulﬁ_ein currently vi

m sh to discuss
s of concerned public
and private organisations
ways of expansion of eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two countries, particu-
larly increase of Korean in-
vestment in Bangladesh,
South Korea is one of the ma-

jor investors to Bangladésh.
Bangabandhu's
From Page 1
In observance of the day,

Awami League will hold a
this afternoon at Pantha
Pa

in the city, where party
president Sheikh Hasina is
expected to deliver an im-

portant speech.
The day's pr ' in
the capital will with
party

nag at the AL's central office
a bandhu Avenue and
P aders and workers

y
will l&;irimd the portrait of
Shed at u
Bhaban in i
Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina in a statement

on this occasion yest
said Bangabandhu's home-

coming day this year has
come at such a juncture of
time when the ole nation
is passing through a deep po-
litical crisis.

She said obstinacy and

F:ed for power of the
me

Minister is 'M"ﬁ
the coun tmm t
to hold

of con ation. She

that the PM is trving

a one- election without

c ing to peoples’ de-

T
asina

to carry ful“tg the current
tm »

e . of the

Hllndgdﬂn.-flewﬂ

elections under a neutral,
caretaker government.

hoisting of national and
t
art



