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AVING kept in close
cantact with pelitical

H events in Bangladesh,

whilst [ have been in London
during this st year and
having recentiy returned to
Dhaka, it has ‘become
nprutnt td me that the
R:m 1 situation, already

us at the time of my

last visit a year ago, has re-
o a that this
country, which has been
acomfd during its relatively
ist th a series uf
political ¢ is once

n jacing a crm of mon-
umental dimensions, ‘which
may sound the death-knell of
democracy.

On January 10th 1972 thc
nag:l of Ba.nghd:nh r:jok:ed
in
bandhu Sheikh Hujlbl.n
man after a nu-v:_-wru:kmg
incgrceration in an incom- .
modious cell in a West Pak-

istan 1 The feeling of
eu tnm.nﬂtted on thnt
day

of l:h: r:E.e

fatherﬂfthemﬂmlmt per

haps even more

hecauuhurﬁw

and ln;t:dallthe-‘

and of our
and

' it sym-
“ﬂ % ed . the
a

bum-'
lives, and

ised
belea
bolised
by the courage
of the three
he. who gave

by the hard-
anQuﬂﬂic suffered
muntlmnﬂﬂmu. |

I with great sadness:

. and the-
million
their
ship

wumm..luuy 10, 19 72

HE Six Points of 1966
acted decisively as the
paving stone (o the
Liberation War five years
later. While ils impertance
aind influence in shaping the
destiny of the Bengalees in
e then Pakistan or even of
he greater cultural entity of
the Bengali-speaking peoples
ol the world cannot be over
siressed. Lhere was indeed
notiting new in that docu-
cment. Whatever was there,
was in the mind.of all our
people excepting the
vislanes of communal politics
and those that lived parasiti-
Caily Ou the aiready putrefy-
- g boay of Pakistan. [t 100k a
gian' ainoeng ren one wiith
stupendous courage and all-in
submission o the genuine
iriterests oif the people and
one identifying himself so
pertectly with his people, Lo
lirst know' whai was all that
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heroic na-

- all

* .. democratic sﬁi;-up see a
- :dimmutinn in popuiar-

ntemdMHnuu of Repre-

that one notes that 24 years
after our Liberation all those
sacrifices seem to have been
made in vain. The unparal-
leled o ty for democ+

racy that our i ndence
gave to us has ﬂ over the
years been by

each successive government,
hd}hm now, after two and a

decades, we have a gov-
ermment, f::cuddl? a 1:1.!1'-
portedly an air elec-
tion and claiming. therefore,

' 1o :mbodgmdmcrnu: prin- .

h has, during its
ﬂve*year regime, rather
demonstrated thdat it has
been. prepared to indulge in

ﬁlﬂmﬂn&aofuamlutu.

cratic- rs. That be-
haviour, in itself, is ca-
ble. However, what 1 find
even more contemptible is
the glmost infantile imple-
mentation of its transgres-
ium.

Let us not forget. and |
wish to remind our foreign
friends, in their understand-

able frustration, that it was - making

the lt-:l camlgtdmum that

m e I pre-

H.ngu fiasco Eﬂt th s
ra months

it was patently obvious thaﬁ?

the Opposition could mot

contest any elections under

nipulation in irpur
"more subtle, the BNP

L thrnugh with a
,Z{I]Dma}orl . a seat
held by the mee&gucfnr'

four decades. which had
‘given them a 42,000 majority
m 1991, contested during
the mid-term of a govern-
ment's tenure in office, when
governmerits in a true

'{N.B. The uhllr.an rout
 the Dunncrall ih the Sen-

unisaid longings and loathings
Jbout and then shape It into
one mould and then shout
that out with a big bang. To
give the ‘Six Points to the na-
tion and Lo it® subjugators,
the colonialist Pakistanis, so
closely after the Indo-Pak
War was possible only for
Sheikh Mujibur Rahnian. And
how he did that! In
Rawalpindi! The uUming, the
manner and the follow-up of
that pronouncement were.
such that things rolled fast
intn shaping the Liberatign
War without a momert of un-
necessary ditner. Together
v.th the formulation of he
Six Poinds, ak these vitally
SpOrLant Things also came
Irom that incomparable man
nowt laying claim to become
one ol the grealest leaders of
man of all history.

Whatever was in the Six

Points was implicitly in the
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sentatives: during the mid-

termm of the Cll.ntnn Presi-.
- dency and the fact that the

won a -election
in the last three ., In an
apparently rigged election,

h saw the withdrawal
from the q-btrm of the Elec-
tion Commissioner 24 hours
before polling, overturned
the Awami e majarity
and secured a r-
ity (a s uf over 80
for the NP candidate.
Notwithstanding the faet that
the BNP party needed a
morale-booster after its
Mayoral election defeats in
Dhaka and Chit . who
on earth advised { Frimr.
Minister that to contrive
such an election mockery
was going to m::reaae her and
heér party's popu in the
country nnd nl:lrn ? That

ﬂrltz into a very
t.ranﬁ andm ~ ly nllimt;ef
en, into a position
making a demand for a neu-
tral caretaker rnment,

- from which they find _.them- .
selves unable to extricate

themselves.
Madam Prime Minister,
throughout - these past 22

. months T.0 ly has
| your only reply
done witltln parameters

must be

- of the Constitution. , as
the -sor of one of t fore-
most la in the nuht':on-

tinent | must be the last per-
son to advise that the Consti-
-tuuanlhmﬁdheaubvﬁted——

it is, after all, the lvnchpin of
a true democratic _structure.
However. the Constitution
was framed to meet and em-
brace the demands of the
le. Within its framework
s been amended on nu-
memua- occasions, as cir-
cumsiances have dictated. It
is, ‘therefiore, a mutative or-

annfmlrdcmocraticm‘der B

owever, and this addrm'
the crux of.our.curren
lems,; the cardinal

uf_dﬂnncrl
immutable. ‘hm the essen-
tials of y come into

democracy
conflict with the articles of
the Cunltltutldn something

From Six

. 21 points of the 1964 Jukto

Front. It took to many mass
movements and full 12 years
for the implicit to become
explicit. The change was not
easy. The 21 Points came rid-
ing on the crest of political

awakening of the masses that .

history has rarely witnessed,
It arose from a feeling of
power that the masses felt
with their proverbial awe-
some majesty. But after 1955,
in spite of the repeated and
heroic mass movements, that
wonderiul advance ‘in the
rights-conscionusness ol qur
people and resulting selr
contide rice of the masses was
diluted Levornd meaningfu!
efficaciousness. *And :he
decade ui Avubi military dic-
tatorship did more harm (o
the leeling of unity and resis-
tance among the Bengalee
that was there in 1954. The
top crust of Bengall iiddie

'nﬁtthemutulut

. political contfl
aumenbernunnpuuhcdme- _Pﬂ ot o

'gnricnlly lta

- Court, to nr:mmmudu

_cal parties! -;-
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{:un:tltuuun n_endl to ac-
commodate ‘the tic
needs, It is l.'lut in the
:;ipolluc:.tm of :
a £
ics. No n?a should this

ﬂcmdtorucirmitnmm-

{‘;Egyng of the Constitution
. or 1 s
The Iaw hndy hal

erected many
protect the sancti

and invi- -
-olability of the Clgmlltuunn
‘and, in the present .circum-

stances. with a dissolved Par-
liamenl, any amendment to
the Constitution will

at best, a certain amount of
legal artifice. 'Whilst this is
mea-
sure to achieve a
this seemi

y intractable
dilemma, if it

to avert a
p- . which

be the most grnve and

- tn l:mda,tln we have. faced
-llunc

our htrnth:nn "what-

artifice may
as justified. Our
em.lmenl r.:nn tutional ex-

that . there
are ways, thruu
medium . of the, reme
le the
inherent changes within the *
Constitution, provided there

' is. a genuine mnﬂq.-nnu: :

amongst the diﬁmt

Madam .

nity, ”L";fa‘i“"iu m

hour, of allowing history
as h

cy in Bangladesh,

| 1o utilise this 0 v
will be remc:rgr:d Inylzzl ’

than. terms and your
five-year 'tenure of
ment will be recalled. m
as a failure. However, if you
posséss real pthh:al
shrewdness' you should
able to use this to your advan-

tj#iﬂlﬂj"
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ution.to

we may have

. have cates
_the

= ‘\'_-'

genuine political

i;w md nl‘dﬂ' debacle? Do
ese people have their own .°
litical agenda? For some

me we have gone throu

thedtrical comedy of ynuglclf
and the formeér:Leader of the
Opposition indicating that
would bothf be prepared
meet and discuss a -
ble reselution fo this currént
crisis but no meeting has
been achieved on . the

. e

’ - 1

is a thread and,
quite . 1 say to both .of
you, there cdn no. longer be

at the airport, in ovation

by Waheedul Haque

class became beneficiarfes 10
Ayubi doles of industry and
jobs. Through the Writers'
Guild, Pak!stan Coufeil.
Nationa! Bureau of-
Reconstruction and other
such agencies a broad section
of Bangalli intellectuals were
bought out — with gquite a
bevy of unbelievable names in
that rank. And then a whole
political line-up, led by no
less a heavyweight than
Moulana Bhashani himsell.
started vigorous work as de-
feficders of Ayub — ali because
Ayub was helping China to
wpctl @ vitally needed cnannel
1o the United States.

i things were delayed lor

a year more, the Six Points.
almost a sacrilege in ‘606,
would have been open revolt
in 67 or 68 and Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman could have

- considering another key

hqenhangeduncharje of '

treason with not many shed-
ding tears over his loss. The
timing of launching the Six
Points was ntost epportune
fac-
tion of

into

tor In the tr
East Pakistan

The Avubi dictatorship.
benign o many because of
the interest it took In the in-
dustrialisation of East
Pakistan. was well set by
1960 to contnue unchal-
lenged up w any lengdth of
time if not eternity. But the
challenge dia come and from
a most unlikely quarter. It
came even before the ‘Decade
of Development’ had even
completed its third year.
The whole worid was prepar-.
ing Lo eelebrate the cente-
nary ol Rabindranath Tagore
which fell on May 7. 1961.
Cultural activists in East
Pakistan, those that were ac-
live in the Language
Movement amd the Jukto
Front electoral revolution,
the historic Purba Pakistan
Sahitya Sammelan and the
Kagmari Cultural (4 nce
— got down to exécute a be-
fitting centendry festival. This
must, by quality and magni-
tude, scaje of participation
and social impact. give the
military dictatorship a jolt, so
planned the activists. The
administration feared as
much and was on the point of
cracking down on the prepa-

rations. At the last momaent,

on May 7 morning, the
provincial government de-
cided to relent. And the cel-
ebrations, continuing for
about a month all over the
then East Pakistan worked
alchemy In
minds. And it became the
fountainhead of subsequent
cultural actions that con-
gealed into one great move-

menf, thanks to the epoch-
changing works of
Chhlj’ll‘llut. the ‘cultural

he t. L. ., one-
Pnﬁmn "“ h

Muyjibur nun hi: mentor
Hunjm Shaheed Suhrawardy
was dead 'wo years before

he is

historical role mﬁ:’mnum' -

"Former Chief ‘Justice,
habuddin, in 1991 emu'm

alighting from the plane {above)

the Bengali

pmﬂchmnuﬂ‘mdlnmum
ng this disastrous period

of the last two
- The mm-ﬁ?uwl has

'nuﬂmuwdintntheball

of the President. Here
we have anindividual xmf

to' lelu the
of our democratic edifice.

from rﬂnﬂﬂ obscurity t

‘head an ' honourable and -'
ssion - principled

mm.fﬁuf d
8 e
himself in the annals of our

ernment .

: _.g:uucal history, which will
y of s are il around. The
any of us are The

tural rhovement. by now
manifest both in literature
and the arts but most force-
fully in the multitude of peo-

ple s turning to their Bengali

roots in culture in pearch ol
their true identity, seemed to
have struck a chord in the

Shelkh’s mind.

The cultural resurgence
made it easy for Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to go for the
Six Points uncompromisingly.
And the same continued (o
work on ‘him (o shake loose
the Muslim League moorings
in him that ted him o the
Two-nation Theory. Once this
article ol faith that was at the
root of breaking india into
itwo was brought inw ques-
tion. the fetrers that bound a
man s intellect and emotions,
conscience and power of love
to a Pakistani obsession.
tended to lose hold. There
may not hlave been a particu-
lar moment, as in
Rabindranath's case of
Nirjhore Shopnobango — at
which the lrrltiona&l:ty of the
two-nation theory Vlﬂ

he

him. It is more I

-qrﬁghtwamﬂdm
ning months and may be

years. It is almost a certainty
that on his journey towards a
nationalissn baseds on lan-
guage and culture rather than
on religion or even territory,

he was both influenced and:

sustained by the cultural
movement.

This can be well con-
strued by sonal and int-
mate dethails of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's ' going
about his day's business spe-
cially after his release from
the Agartala conspiracy case
detention. The country was
in a turmoil. And he was all
the time himming some tune
-—, mostly of some
Ra rasangeet. He seemed
to be absorbing culture like
desiccators absorb humidity.
Politicians of the Trightist
communalistic persuasion
were never enamoured of
culture. The Awami
legders — all of them —'were
heifs to that tradition. He,

* broke away from it,

We were talking on the

* him beyond

today, has within

Recalihg' Bangabandhu's Homecoming
Wishing an End fo the Present Impasse

his constitutional authority
the powers to rescue the na-
tion {m}? this El.‘lrl‘t;td im-
' passe. However, he nieeds to
act with an alacrity, a wisdom
that propels
e eha:geu of |

hf“ o Prejuﬁce

' We hav: had senior
impart.tal’ ﬂgureu in the past
_ lza.rttcula;ﬂr some- Chief
' Justices — who will be re
membered aa . undiluted
toadies of the government of
mthetmfaf IEIE President, to all
and purposes, a -
ernment nominee, n:edago:n
.help constitute an aéceptable
interim government, in .,
which his role will not be
nun as nmniputcnt but that

......
A, } o
11111
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Pomts to leeratlon War -

the Six Pﬁntnmm 'I'hcf:ul-.

transformation of the Six
Points into a full-scale War of
Liberation for carving out an
independent nation. Possibly
from among the sprawling
line-up of Awami League po-
litical leaders who had gradu-
ated from Muslim League
philosophy to one caring
more for
people’'s interest but
changing little inr other
respects, the Sheikh was
first to know clearly in his
mind that something more
than disparily was wrong
with Pakistan.

Democracy was an oid is-
stic with che Bengaiess i the
Paxistan that was. The great
Language Moveraen: was, in
vne garbs ol a cultural strug-
gle a deraccratic fight in
truth. From phen on all of the
numerous political move-
ments had democracy as its
goal. Democracy alone
couldn't possibly answer the
needs of his people. Pakistan
was more [undamentally
flawed than by the absence of
democracy which was but a
state of governance. The real-
isation was dawning upon
him slowly but surely. And
that was Six Points moving
towards the War of
Liberation. ;

When two politics respec-
tively based on realising one's
just rights in the material
and power aspects of the
state and the cultural aspect
of the society fused into one,
as it happened all through
the sixties, it should become
irresistible at least in the
matter of dpening one's eyes
towards matters never
thought to be ‘important
enough to care. By end of '69
a considerable section of the
intellectuals as also some
politician had been mentally
weaned away from Pakistan —
something that must have
hxpeneq to Sheikh Mujibur

man at least four years
before that.

This canjectural picture of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is
borne out well by the stance
he took on the question of
making Bangladesh into an
Islamic Republic, His forceful

spurning of proposals made

the Bengalee

format,

of a facﬂnatur From that
'the most important
aspect of our electoral pro-
cess, the concomitant organs
for overseeing ' the genera!
elections in an impartial and
efficient way, may be devel-
oped. To t it - bluntly, this
is the laut op unity for re-
solving this crisis. If we do
not av?ll uursglv:l ?f this
momen rop of blood
that is ntm th:pln:ﬂtahle
ensuing fracas will be on our
- heads. We face one of the
darkest hours in our histo
Nineteen mmty-nne 1975,
and 1981 came abuut
through the carefully organ-

_ iscd machinations of a hand-

ul of co rators. This cur-
rent situation is of our own
making and it is within our
c:n?n to resolve it. If we
fail in that res ibility, we
will have betrayed those

- countless millions, who sacri-

&

hugged by Sheikh Hasina, Sheikh

ficed so much in 1971 and
we will have brought-nothing
but shame to thishﬂunn

#n._,_. P
Rnhana and Sheikh

to this effect -by Colonel
Gaddafi and King Faisal is a
study in diplomatic rebuttal
and for the Bengalee people a
wonctertul legaow that cele-
brates state secularism. That
went to show how deep in
his mind he was convinced of
the one-nation-ness of his
people belonging as thev do
to divergent religious.denom-
inations. He was Inore
Muslim than many preachers
of the Islamic faith and yet
was he the sioulest delender
ol Lthe secular slate bindiug o
p erll"!l C s Elﬁﬂ

.-La. re i3 anol:er and a
very andecapprecialed aspeci
w: Mullb's gieramoruhosis
Irum a patriotic Pakistan of
946 10 a burgeoning Beagali
naticnalist of 1966. By 'he
time Six Points was proposed
leftist prescriptions oi class
war and revolution founding
the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat had gone out of circula-
tion. Mainstream parties of
socialist persuasion were
coming close to the AL posi-
tion. Mujib, as a disciple of
Suhrawardy. was an anti+
communist die-hard. What
made him to move away from
worshiping bourgeois democ-
racy and incline towards so-
cialism? This growing incli-
nation was not dictated to
Him by any political necessity.
Inclusion of socialism as a
goal in the AL manifesto in
the sixties and naking social-
ismi one of Lhe four. state
prlnﬂp}e'h of Bangladesh in
1972 speaks of his growing
faith in socialism as an in-
strument ol raising the whole
people together out of the
morass of poverty and into a
just and egalitarian society. In
this hc was coming close to
the great statement of the
time, Nehru and Allende,

Neyerere and Nasaser.

The sixties made Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman what he
reached out to be and remain
as ever (o a patriotic
Bengalee. The Bangabandhu,
And he made the sixties what
it came to be. He tried to live
his tenets — democrncv na-
tionalism. socialism and
seculagism. He paid: with his
life for this.



