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Human chain

at DU today

By DU Correspondent

The students of the Dhaka
University will organise a
human chain at the Arts Fac-
uity premises at 10 am today
demanding arrest and exem-

Elar}r punishment of the
illeys of Nuban Ahmed. a

teacher of the
Department.
The organisers urged ali
teachers. students and em-
ployees of the university to
attend the programme.
Meanwhile, the Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers Association
(DUTA) in a statement yes-
terday urged all teachers of
the university to make the

human chain programme a
SUCCESS.

Economics

42 arms
310 arrested

Members of the law en-
forcing agencies, in their
countrywide drive against il-
legal arms. recovered 42
firearms 256 ammunition
and five explosives on the
20th day yesterday. Three
hundred and ten persons
were also arrested during the
drive on charges of various
crimes including possession
of illegal arms, reports BSS.

Body recovered

TONGI, Jan 9: A body of
an unidentified young girl
was recovered from the rail-
way track at Tongi Station
last night. police said today.
The source said. GRP after
getting information from
railway workers recovered
the body of the girl, aged
about 18, reports UNB.

By Staff Correspondent

A fire that broke out in a
tin-shed house at Khilkhet in
the city yesterday gutted five
rooms amd destroyed valu
ables worth over one lakh
The blaze originated from a
electric heater. fire brigade
sources said Fire fighters
extinguished the blaze about
45 minuies after it started at
around | pm.
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Disruption in telecom-
munication between Hajiganj
and Meher stations since
Sunday night and possible
negligence may have caused
Monday's train disaster at

aish. 15 kilometers from
Chandpur town. railway
sources said here yesterday.

The death toll.in the dis-

Train disaster de

DHAKA

aster rose to 11 yesterday the control telephone system
with the recovery of another = that also guides the signaling

body from the wreckage and
death of one of the criti-
cally injured persons at
Chandpur Sadar Hospital.
The number of inju per-
sons was estimated at around
150 yesterday.

A section of the wire of

between the two stations
were stolen on Sunday night.
The two stations. miles
apart, are in the Laksham-
Chandpur line.

The sources told The Daily
Star that communication
between these two points
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BNP units in Ctg split

Some bogies skidded off the track (Top) and one bogie

i T
o

- slid over another (Bottom) in the
head-on collision between two trains near Hajiganj in Chandpur Monday.

— Star photo by Shirin Akhter

over nominations

CHITTAGONG., Jan 9: Fac-
tional rivalry in ruling BNP
has resurfaced in some con-
stituencies of Chittagong with
the announcement of party
nominations for the ensuing
parliamentary polls, party
sources said.

Some party candidates,
failing to get nominations,
have forn rival factions in
Rangunia, Anwara and Ban-
skhali and held rallies and
demonstrations
protesting nominations
those areas.

Supporters of Rangunia
unit BNP esident Nurul
Alam s demonstrations
and enforced a dawn-to-dusk
hartal at Rangunia on Jan
5 dcmandtnf nomination o
Alam cancelling that of Adi]
Hossain in the Chittagong-7
constituency. Th%r also put
up barricades on Chittagong-
Kaptai road for two days.

In Anwara. supporters of
advocate Kabir gﬂzwdhury
held rallies and processions
protesting nomination of
Sarwar Jamal Nizam, presi-
dent of Chittagnnﬁ Chamber
of Cominerce and Industry

in

staged .

From Nurul Alam

and demanding the party
ticket for Kabir in the Chit-
tagong-12 constituency.
Demonstrations and rallies
were also held at Banskhali
(Chittagong-11) demanding
nomination of advocate Abu
Saleh cancelling the nomina-
tion of Jafrul Islam Chowd-

hury, senior vice-president of
Chittag cham of com-
merce and industry.

When asked about the
possibility of any change of

'Political unrest
discourages
investors'

Kihak Sung, chairman of
Bangladesh-Korean Economic
Cooperation Committee and
chief executive of a Korean

industrial complex, has
praised the skills of
Bangladeshi workers.

‘Bangladeshi labour force
Is absolutely positive, sincere
and hard working, " Kihak

See Page 12 col B

nominations in Chittagong,
Amir Khosru Mohammad
Chowdhury, an influential
party leader and a former MP
sald "l don't think so".

- In the city, demonstra-
tions and rallies were held by
rival groups over nominations
in the last by-election in
Doublemooring (Chittagong-
8) and the mayor election.

Demonstrations were held
in the r:iPr demanding nomi-
nation of industrialist Zahir
Uddin Khan replacing Amir
Khosru Chowdhury in the by-
election in Chittagong-8 con-
stituency (Doublemooring)
alter the seat was vacated by
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Zahiruddin was not given
nomination but made minis-
ter later. but he resigned
over fertiliser crisis last year.

A city BNP leader, Ekra-
mul Karim. was expelled
from the party along with
some followers after a series
of demonstrations for nomi-
nation in the mayor election.
Mir Mohammad Nasiruddin
was nominated for the mayor
election.
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ath toll rises to 11

Telecom wire theft, neglig ence
may have caused

|

1996

accident

was being
through an alternate system
known as 'paper clearance.'

Under this system, the
driver separates the engine
from the compartments at a
particular point and drives on
to the station master to get a
‘chit clearance.’ He then re-
turns to pull the carriages.

The trains were running
late because of this system,
but if the set rules were
maintained properly without
any negligence. then the ac-
cident might have been
avoided, disclosed - the
sources.

The head-on collision be-
tween the Chittagong-bound
Sagarika Express and a
Chandpur-bound 101 local
train occurred at around 6
pm Monday at a place be-
tween Hajiganj and Meher
stations.

Station master of Hajiganj
station, Azizullah.—was ar-

rested yesterday while sta-
tion master of Meher, Fazlur
Rahman and the signal

maintenance inspector were
suspended from duty pend-
ing completion of the probe
committee :

The three-member probe
committee, formed immedi-
ately after the accident,

ed Chandpur from Chit-

tagong yesterday.

Our correspondent adds:
Only four of the dead have
been identified so far. They
are: Moniruzzaman, 25.
driver of the Sagorika Ex-

. Abdul Latif, 27, British
E?hmdra Saha., 35 and Md
Sarwardi, 20.

The other bodies have
been kept at the Chandpur
Hugmt. morgue.

ree of e wounded
have been shifted to the
Pongu Hospital in Dhaka. Six-
teen others in critical condi-
tion are undergoi treat-
ment at Hajiganj and Chand-

pur hospitals.

The rescue and salvage
on was carried out

sham. Besides the fire bri-
glde, lice and armed

s0 joined the opera-
tion.

The Chandpur-Laksham
line is likely to be re-opened

today after the salvage opera-
tors remove the wreckages

from the track.

Probe into
missing
cargo ship
By Staff Correspondent

The Shipping Ministry
yesterday asked the Director
General, Shipping to look
into the case of the cargo

vessel missing in the China
Sea with 24 Bangladeshi
crew on board.

Shipping Secretary An-
warul Islam asked DG Ship-
ping Abdul Malek over tele-
phone to investigate the re-
port published in The Dally
Star

The DG Shipping told The

mm-_l_u_;__

Daily Star last night that he
has already assigned a senior
official to collect necessary
information regarding the
missing ship.

When asked whether any
enquiry committee was
formed, he said "as the spot
is far away from the country
it is wvery difficult for
Bangladesh government to
investigate the matter with
its limited resources.”

He. however. sdid that
government-level contact was
" See Page 12 Col 3

Donors for raise in leasing,

toll rates of village markets

Donors. negotiating with
the government on funding a
172 million US dollar project
to develop rural infrastruc-
ture, are seeking raise in the
leasing and toll rates of wil-
lage markets, reports UNB

Official sources., however,
said the rmment had dis-
puted many of the donors’
conditions. required to be
met by April 30 as the credit
is scheduled to be placed be
fore the World Bank board for
approval in June

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing. held late last month_ re-
frained from taking any deci-
sion on raising the toll rates
at least until April. apparently
keeping In mind the forth-
coming general election

Official sources said the
World Bank. which agreed to

bear the lion's share of the
project cost, was insisting on
strengthening the financial
capability of the local coun-
cils (union parishads) and
recommended a major hike
in toll rates to attain t.

The World Bank, which is
to provide 117 million dol-
lars in soft-term loan for the
project, further wants that
the union shads (UPs) get
at least per cent share of
the revenues collected as
land transfer fees. At pre-
sent, district councils ne
benefit from the land transfer
revenue.

The bank recommended
raising the limit of the leas-
ing rates of markets under
the management of UPs to
Tk 100,000 from the exist

ing Tk 50.000 and also that
at least 40 per cent of the
collection 8 to the UPs.

World Bank also seeks
raise in the rates of unit tolls
by at least 30 per cent in
case of the developed and
commercially Important
markets.

Sources said the donors
further sought  Dbetter
‘transparency and competi-
tiveness” in the leasing pro-
cess of village hats and
bazars.

Seeking a financially sol-
vent local council, the donors
want the government's share
from the revenue coming
from leasing of village mar-
kets to be redueed from 35
per cent to 25 per cent to
raise the share of the UPs,

Besides the World Bank,

Swiss Development Corpora-
tion (SDC) is the other donor
to the project which will

contribute 15 million US dol
lars. The government of
Bangladesh will put the re-

maining 40 million dollars in

the project, titled "Second
rural Roads and Markets Im
rovement and Maintenance
roject.”

Under the project, a total
of 574 kilometres of rural
roads will be developed and
some 150 growth centres
(village hats and bazars) im-
proved in 14 districts. It is
designed to help Increase ru
ral rtnrln}rmr_-n and income
through reduced transport
cosls, better marketing facili-
ties and higher farm produc
tivity. .
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| Murder of hotel owner ||

Thana gheraoed,
hartal called at
‘Gulshan today

By Staff Correspondent

- Several hundred people
gheraoed the Gulshan thana
in the city and clashed with
police yesterday demanding
arrest of the killers of Sham-
sul Islam, a contraétor and
owner of a hotel in Baridhara.

They later held a rally
near Gulshan Circle-II where
a dawn-to-dusk hartal pro-
gramme at Gulshan for today
was announced protesting
the killing and release of one
of the accused in the inci-
dent, Faroque Thakur.

The rally was addressed by
Haji Tofazzal and Marfat Ali.

Thakur, a film producer
and eight others were ar-
rested Monday for complicity
in the killing Sunday but he
was released on bail yester-

day.

During the clashes, police
lobbed at least six teargas
shells and fired rubber bul-
lets to disperse the agitated
people who hurled brickbats
and damaged a number of ve-
hicles in front of the thana,
witnesses said.

Police said about 500 peo-
-ple gheraoed the thana at
about 4 pm and slarted
storming it. None was ar-
rested during he clashes, po-
lice added.

. Shamsul Islam, owner of
Hotel Plaza in Baridhara was
shot dead at Gulshan during
a shootout between two
groups of people over posses-
sion of the ground floor of a
house on Road No 72 at Gul-
shan.

Opposition's 35-hr

hartal ends

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition-called 35-
hour country-wide hartal
passed off by and large

acefully, paralysing normal
ife and disrupting rail-road
communications for the sec-
ond day yesterday.

The mainstream osi-
tion had called a 48-hour
hartal from Monday morning
demanding resignation of the
prime minister and holding
of parliamentary election un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ermment. But the hartal tim-
ing was reduced to 5:30
evening yesterday following
re-scheduling of

Monday.

Chandpur district was ex-
empted from the hartal yes-
terday to facilitate rescue
work following a train acci-
dent in Hajiganj Monday
night.

In the capital, a rickshaw-
puller. Sukkur Ali, and a gro-
cer, Dalim. were injured in

polls by

separate bomb blasts in front
of the Shilpa Bhaban at Moti-
jheel and at Hazaribag, police
said.

A large number of rick-
shaws started operating from
morning but no motorised
vehicle came out on roads till
late afternoon. Rickshaws
were allowed to ply in the
city roads from 7 pm yester-

Most of the private office
remained closed and transac-
tions in banks were less. Ed-
ucational institutions were
closed.

_Pro-hartal activists
‘brought out processions and
held roadside rallies at dif-
ferent ints in capital to
press their demands while
police and paramilitary BDR
personnel were patrolling
the city roads.

Addressing a rally at Badda
in Gulshan yesterday. AL gen-
eral secretary Zillur Rahman

See Page 12 Col 4
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Bangabandhu's
home-coming
day today °

By Staff Correspondent

Today is the homecoming
day of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

On this day in 1972,
Bangabandhu returned home
after nine months of captivity
in Pakistan during the coun-
try's War of Liberation.

Awami League, its front
organizations and other so-
cio-cultural and political or-
ganizations have charted out
various programmes to cele-
brate January 10 in a befit-
ting manner.

Jubilant coun en with
fresh taste of freedom after a
bloody war with Pakistani oc-
cupation forces converged in
great numbers at the Dhaka
airport to give a rousing re-
ception to their national
hero. who championed the
cause of Independence and
Bengali nationalism.

See Page 12 col 8

Tk 1 cr PM's
help for
Bangabazar
traders

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday do-
nated Tk one crore to small
trackers whose shops in
Bangabazar in the city were
gutted in a devastating fire
on Nevember 27. reperte=
UNB.

The amount was granted
edl of
hawkers’ union leaders who
had met with the Prime
Minister after the fire inci-
dent and sought financial
help to reset their business.

Begum Zia handed over

See Page 12 col 7
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Located in the distinguished & prestigious area of Gulshan,

Located in Guishan
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"felicity” is a combination of perfectly planned 2000 sft — 3000

sft

apartments. Each apartment is
fittings and fixtures.

highlighted by good finishings
Starting from the foundation to 1I;l'1u|':',b

handover, utmost care will be an inherent feature in this
extraordinary residential attraction.

felicity — For the Extremely Selective Individuals.

Mamber of REHAB

building technology & ideas Itd.

TMC BUILDING (18T FLOOR). 52 NEW ESKATON ROAD, DHAKA,
TEL : 839160 404243, 404872, 41311Q FAX : 880-2-833022




