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US President Bill Clinton (R) and First Lady Hillary
Clinton wade through the snow on Sunday on their
way to church in Washington, DC. Washington and
the East Coast of the US are being hit by the first major
snow storm of the season, with accumulation expec-

ted to be between 15 and 24 inches. — AFP/UNB photo

20 killed

NEW YORK, Jan 8: One
of the worst blizzards to hit
!l'll‘; mm& Uni]ted States in

years t least 20 -
ple dead, pﬁlng up kﬁ*
deep snow that shut down
:130:1‘.: and halted truckers

shoppers, reports AP.

Thousands of travellers
were stranded at airports,
bus terminals and highway
rest stops. USAIr said it can-
celled about 1,100 flights
serving a rts from Wash-
ington north to Boston.

The storm closed the
major airports for Washing-
ton; Baltimore; Philadelphia;
Newark, New Jersey: and
New York City, which also af-

fected hundreds of connect-
ing flights eisewhere.

Thousands of other peo-
I:lle were without heat and
ight.

States of emergency
were declared in all or parts
of eight states, and hungredl
of members of the National
Guard were sent out to help.

In Philadelphia, where a
record 26 inches was on the
gruund by nightfall, cab

river Sam Winder said he
had to give up after six runs
to the Philadelphia airport.

Most state offices and
schools were closed today
throughout the region. The
United Nations also was
closed today, and New York

City cancelled ¢lasses for the
first time since 1978

At least 20 deaths were
blamed on the storm, includ-
ing five in Kentucky and five
in Virginia. All of those were
traffic deaths except for a 79-
year-old Bridgewater, Va,
man who had a heart attack

while shoving snow.

-Tamil Tigers plan to

kill Kumaratunga

COLOMBO, Jan 8: Security
for President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga has been tight-
ened further following intel-
ligence reports of an assassi-
nation plan by Tarnil rebels,
news reports said Sunday,
reports AP.

Additional security mea-
sures were put into force
after the military intelligence
received reports that four
rebels had left France with
aircraft parts that could be
assembled into a plane,
Colombo’'s Sunday Leader
newspaper said,

The four Tamils in France
had been employed in an air-
craft manufacturing company,
the I'IEWSEFLPEI‘ said without
naming the company or the
rebels.

The paper quoted uniden-
tified security sources. There

was no independent confir- .

mation of the threat.

Powerful Jlong-range
weapons have been posi-
tioned around the presiden-
tial palace and radars capable
of detecting missiles and air-
craft mounted on reoftops
around her home and office,
Sunday Times newspaper
said.

The military fears that
rebels possess ultra-light air-
craft because government
soldiers found aluminum
structures of planes during
the military's recent offensive

that led to the capture of the
guerilla's stronghold of Jaffna
city.

Tamil rebels have assassi-
nated their political foes both
in 5ri Lanka and overseas.

Victims
Ranasinghe Premadasa. Ga-
mini Dissanayake, a presi-
dential candidate and former

include President

Indian

prime minister,
Gandhi. e

First day of hartal
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coincided with the last dates
for submission of nomination
papers and scrutiny, as
scheduled earlier. Twelve
nomination papers were filed
yesterday with five offices of
the Election Commission in
Dhaka district, according to
sources at the office of the
Deputy Commissioner, who is
also a returning officer.

A total of 74 candidates
submitted their nomination
papers for 13 constituencies
of Dhaka district till yester-
‘day, the sources added.

Opposition leaders and

workers took to the streets
as the hartal began, organised
rallies and brought out pro-
cessions that raised anti-gov-
ernment slogans.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
and police personnel in riot
gear were deployed at all
strategic points in the city.

Police rounded up nine
people from various parts of
the city during the hartal
heurs yesterday. '

In the capital, a large

number of rickshaws came
out on the streets from early
morning while other modes
of transport stayed off the
roads. Private business
houses, banks and educa-
tional institutions remained
closed. Attendance in gov-
mnA clt clf]ﬂlb:::s was thin.
' as tween-the pro-
hartal and antlm acti?ristu
took place near Dhania Col-
lege at Demra at around
10:30 am. |

The clash left at least
four persons stabbed, accord-
ing to witnesses.

In some incidents of
bomb' explosions, two per-
sons were injured at Dhania
and one each at Motijheel
:iltl;rj at Keraniganj near the
A  Staff Photographer of

The Daily Star was assaulted
and his camera was snatched
by some members of the law
enforcing agencies while he
was discharging his profes-
sional duties at Farmgate at
noon. Later, his camera was
returned but the film was
taken away.

Bangladesh Photo Journa-
lists' Association (BPJA) in a
statement last night con-
demned the incident and
demanded proper action
against those résponsible.

Inter-district bus service
remained suspended while a
few launches left the city's
Sadarghat terminal in the
morning.

Train communication in

Dhaka-Chittagong route was

more or less normal, but was
hadlﬁ disrupted in Dhaka-
Northern region and Dhaka-
Sylhet routes.

Two domestic flights of
Bangladesh Biman were can-
celled while the international
flights operated normally, ac-
cording to Biman sources.

Our Narayan%_lanj Corre- -

spondent adds: Hartal was
observed here more or' less
peacefully. Seven nomination
papers were submitted at
various offices of the EC In
the district yesterday. A total
of 16 nomination papers
were submitted so far,
according to the EC sources.
Our Staff Correspondent
in Chittagong reports: Busi-
ness activities at the com-
mercial hubs of Agrabad and
Khatunganj were badly af-
fCected hdufll to the hartal.
argo handling and delivery
of goods at tgc port were
also seriously hampered.
According to reports re-
ceived from our correspon-
dents, the first 18 hours of
the hartal passed off peace-
fully in ulna, Rajshahi,
Pabna, Mymensingh and in
some other districts.
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US embassy
resumes services

With the enactment*of the
continuing resolution, passed
by both houses of Congress
and uiFntd by the US Presi-
dent, in the American Em-
bassy in Dhaka has resumed
its normal services to the
public, reports UNB.

All furloughed American
personnel have returned to
work. The visa section will
resume its operation in two
steps, said a press release.

Today, applications for
only three kinds of visas will
be accepted; (1) student visas
for those who must travel to
the US for term ing in
January (2) immigration
visas. and (3) DV-96 visas.

” T:::iulul:urruw, the visa sec-

on a all visa appli-
cations. Allcmuﬂl:r mdce:p:ll
the chancery in Baridhara re-
sumed yesterday. -

The US Infortnation Ser-
vice, the USIS Library, the
Student Counseling Centre,

the Commercial Library and
the For .A.Lfrlculture Ser-
vice — all in Motijheel — will

reopen tomorrow.

Ctg BNP leader

as independent
candidate

CHITTAGONG, Jan 8: A
BNP leader, who failed to
procure a ticket for the
next parliamentary elections,
submitted his nomination
paper as an independent
candidate for Chittagong-12
constituency today. reports
UNB.

Mohammad Kabir Chowd-
hury. who was the BNP can-
didate for the constituency in
the last election, went to the
Deputy Commis-
sioner's office accompanied
H}' cheering supporters and

ed the nomination paper.

Witnessgs said a few thou-
sand people — leaders and
workers of the BNP, Jubo
[D}:.]l Chhatra%lal and Sramik

— were chian slogans
in favour of Chowucll]lgury dur-
ing the submission of his
nomination paper.

Chittagong - Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) . president Sarwar Ja-

BNP, got the party nomina-
tion for the constituency

Anwara thana and West
Patiya. - '

files nomination

mal Nizam, a newcomer to-

(Chittagong-12) comprising

Solution is
imminent,
Opposition
tells CEC

Star Report

Chiefl Election Commis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque
sald last night that the
mainstream opposition had
requested him to "postpone”
the elections.

"A solution to the political
crisis is imminent, they as-
sured me while requesting
for postponement of the
elections,” Justice Sadeque
told The Daily Star quotin
from the written and verba
requests made to him by the
iPpo-itlnn over the last two

"I have postponed the
elections for seven days fol-
lowing their request, but |
cannot postpone it sine die.”
he added.

The Election Commission
scheduled the elections for

the third time yesterday fix-
ing February 15 as the polls
date,

About the mandatory pro-
vision of holding elections
within 90 days of dissolution
of the Jativa Sangsad, the
CEC said. "in my personal
opinion it is mandatory and
not a directive.”

Constitutional experts may
be consulted for better ex-
planation of this provision, he
added. The Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court may
give its opinion in this con-
nection if an explanation is
sought, he observed.

The Daily Star

Shifting of polls date

Yet another farce,
says Opposition

Star Report

position leaders ter-
day described the shifting of
the date for general elections
as continuation of a farce but.
privately, many of them
termed it a breather to help
reach an amicable solution to
the persisting political crisis.

eanwhile, the major op-
position parties yesterday re-
vised their hartal programme
for today in what appeared to
be a sequel to the Election
Commission's announcement
shifting the election date.

The 48-hour hartal was
earlier scheduled to continue
till 6 am Wednesday but it
will now end this evening.

The EC also said it has
shifted the date with the
hope of a negotiated settle-
ment of the present crisis.

A source involved in the
BNP-Opposition negotiation
indicated that the crucial
seven days would allow the
rivals to sort out the remain-

ing bargaining points.

Some of the leaders con-
tacted by The Daily Star yes-
terday indicated that some of
the issues now bein -
ated by both the BHF m
Opposition were: how the
vacuum will be filled up in

case the Prime Minister de-
cides to resign; whether the
Opposition will sign a written
accord with the BNP to end
the crisis; the possibility of
holding parliamentary elec
tions beyond the constitu-
tional limit of 90 days; the
pussihllit{luf the Opposition's
joining the BNP in seeking
advice from the Supreme
Court on holding of the elec-
tions after the 90-day time
Hmit; and, whether the PM's
resignation meant automatic
switching of the executive
power to the President.

Talking to The Daily Star.
some of the opposition lead-
ers said that they were ready
to sit for talks only after the
PM resigned.

BNP leaders, however
said that they were ready to
talk, but with Begum Zia very
much as the Prime Minister.
-::jtéftt! in the ruling party

"BNP is suffering from in-
decision.” Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina yester-
day said while giving her
immediate reaction to the
gnt:u on the shifting of polls

ate.

+

Three party leaders pose for photo session following the agreement made fo nominate
In_teynatmna! Trade Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto (R) to replace the outgoing Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama (C) at the national diet in Tokyo yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Taka devalued
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The economists., how-
ever, say unless the govern-
ment can pursue more
“effective” demand manage-
ment policies, further deval-
uation of taka would P:I'hﬁ
be necessary to restore
trade balance.

- Although financial

do not see the decline in
foreign exchange reserves
and devaluation of taka as a
sign of macro-economic
weakness, they say the cur-
rent import boom is not -
ticularly investment inten-
sive asmevidcnt from the
composition of import com-
modities du ! thcpolaat p:lrt
of the previous and
the first quarter of the cur-
rent year.

The key issue concerning
the exchange rate manage-
ment, say economists, is to
maintain the rate at an ap-
prui:!prlate level at time
and to ensure its "full” flexi-
bility over time so that. it al-

ways remains at propri-
nteyfcvel. - :

"A practical, safe, work-
able and desirable strategy
would to avoid, as far as
sible, overvaluation of the
domestic currency in terms
of foreign currencies of sig-
nificance to the Banglad
trade,” says a report pre-
pared by consultants for the
Asian elopment Bank in
October 1995.
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'Masari no longe_r a Saudi'

RIYADH. Jan 8: Saudi Ara-
bia's defence minister says
dissident Mohammed al-
Masari is no longer consid-
ered a Saudi, s ting that
he might be stripped of his
nationality, reports AP.

“l cannot speak about a
Saudi citizen,” Prince Sultan
bin Abdul-Aziz told ers
late Sunday. 'Blt;:l ';&faudi citi-
zenship is nega a person
slanders his country, religion
and beliefs.”

The minister's remarks
were in reply to a question
on last 's deeision by the
British ermnment to deny
al-Masari political asylum.

Ex-JP MP, Khulna
JCD president

arrested

Khulna, Jan 8: Six persons
including Khulna District JCD
President Wahiduzzaman
Chanchal, 35, and a former
Jatiya Party MP Alhaj Abul
Hossain, 52, were picked up
Ié:g security personal from

eir residences in the small

hours of this morni and
were handed over to ice.
According to police, the

JCD leader was arrested after
he was accused in Shibir
leader Abul Kashem Pathan
murder case.

Police brought charge of
terrorism against five others
including the former MP.
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also were Saudi Arabia's
first official comment on the
case.

Al-Masari, 49, is fighting
deportation after Britain re-
{mt:d his application for po-
itical asylum and ordered
him deported to the former
British colony of Dominica in
the Caribbean.

Train collision
From Page 1
after first aid at Hajiganj

Hoﬁm].
strict officials, including

the Deputy Commissioner
and the Police Super imme-
diately rushed to the acci-
dent site with rescue and
medical teams and ambu-
lances.

The cause of the accident
has not been determined yet.

Meanwhile, the Opposi-
tion-called hartal was with-
drawn in Chandpur in view of
the accident, to facilitate the
rescue work.

Engines of both the ill-
fated trains and two coaches
skidded off the track under
the impact of the frontal col-
lision.

~Both the trains were
?acked with passengers as
here were no other means of
communication because of
the on going 48-hour coun-
trywide hartal.

~ The extent of damage

could not be estimated im-

mediately, said the officials.
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Israel's secret service
[ ] [ ]
chief resigns
JERUSALEM. Jan 8: The head of Israel's Shin Bet se-
cret service. under fire over the assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin, quit today. Prime Minister Shimon Peres' office

said. Peres accepted the resignation. his spokesman
Yarden Vatikay said. reports Reuter.

JKIF founder shot

dead in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Jan 8: Indian
security forces today shot
dead a top Kashmiri Muslim
separatist leader whose

oup claimed responsibility
or a bombing in the Indian
capital last week, police said
here, reports AFP.

Sajjad Kinoo, the founder
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Islamic Frent (JKIF), was
shot dead by members of the
crack special task force dur-
img a raid on his hide-out on
the outskirts of Srinagar. the
EE summer capital, police

Salam Talukdar
hails shifting
of polls date

BNP secretary general and
LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar last night hailed the
shifting of the date of the
coming Jatiya Sangsad elec-
tions to February 15 from
February 7 by the Election
Commission. reports BSS,

Giving his reaction to the
newsmen at his Baily Road
official residence, Salam
Talukdar said rescheduling of
the date {nfhclcﬂmnn at the
request ol the major o si-
tion parties had l:frmrjcﬂzlﬂan
opportunity to reach a con-
sensus so that all political
parties can participate in the
elections.

Barrister Talukdar said
that from the BNP side, they
were trying their best to con-
tact the anuultmn leaders
from reaching an under-
standing to bring them in the
elections. He expressed his
optimism about a peaceful
scttlement of the current
political problem.

SAARC
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agreement “lose their mean-
ings il the special measures

envisaged in the reement
are su l]eclcd to delays or
n technicalities.”

tanese Minister for
Trade and Industry favoured
review of the "existing high
levels of tariff, non-tariff and
para-tariff barriers, quantita-
tive restrictions and discrim-
inatory practices wherever
these exist.

Commerce Minister of
Pakistan Ahmed Mukhter
said there is need for special
care rcglardlng the interests
of relatively smaller
economies. He said all partic-
ipating states must be net
beneficiaries to make the
economic grouping success-

"We raided the place in
the afternoon after receiving
a tip-off.” an official said.

e JKIF had claimed re-
sponsibility for Wednesday's
bombing in Sadar Bazar, New
Delhi's bustling commercial
district, in which seven peo-
ple were killed and 35 in-
jured.

The attack came less than
two months after another
blast claimed by the JKIF in
Conaught place, New Delhi's
fashionable downtown busi-
ness distriet which left 22
people injured.

he JKIF was formed by
Rinoo about six months ago,
shortly after his escape from
prison on charges linked to
the 1990 abduction and
murder of Mushir ul-Haq, the
Vice Chancellor, Kashmir
University.

Kinoo had vowed to stage
attacks outside Kashmir, In-
dia's only Muaiim—mafﬂrit}'
province., where a bloody
separatist campaign has
claimed more than 12,000
lives since 1989,

Mitterrand
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also shown exceptional
courage in the face of ill-
ness.”’

"A great figure has left us. .
| salute him with respect and
with emotion,” Chirac said.

On the day he underwent
his first operation for cancer
in 1992, Mitterrand said:
"The process has begun. It's
an illness one dies of."

Peopler danced in the
streets in May 1981 when
Mitterrand was elected
France's first soclalist Presi-
dent with full executive pow-
ers after 23 years of unbro-
ken conservative rule.

A wartime resistance fig-
ure who served in the revolv-
ing-door %uvcrnmtntu of the
post-war fourth republic, he
united the left in the 1970s
and won power on promises
to change society.

But the realities of office
tamed his reforming zeal
and, after a bold bid to break
with capitalism backfired in
the early 1980s and stoked
inflation and unemployment,
he changed course and
adopted more orthodox so-
cial democratic policies.

In a drive to modernise
France, he abolished the
death .penalty and largely
freed broadcasting from the
heavy hand of the state, al-
lowing the first private TV

His popul

is ularity, at a
durin Fﬁ.’l 199}; Gulf war,
waned amid a widespread
feeling that the socialists had
become worn out and cor-

rupted by power.

ﬁj]. G
From Page 1 -
later.
When contacted Director
General of Shipping Abdul

Malek said. "We have been
asking the governments of

Taiwan, China and Japan
through fax and telex to send
information about the vessel
Al-Kashem since December
20 but we did not get any
positive response yet.”" The
overnment is trying to col-
ect information thro the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. If
the ship is located, the gov-
ernment will rescue the
crew, he said.

He said the Japan Mar-
itime Safety Agency had
searched through the Japan
coastal area but could not
trace the missing ship.

The DG said as per official
record, there were only four
Bangladeshi crew in the ship.
"Rest of the people were re-
cruited without government
approval,” he said.

But the family Sources of
the crew claimed that there
were 24 crew.

Relevant sources fear that
the ship might have sunK be-
cause during November-Jan-
uary the China Sea and the
Japan Sea usually remain very
rough and stormy. Tempera-
ture there during this period
also remain very low, near
zero degree Celsius.

Relatives of the crew said
that Bengal Marine Lines in
Khulna, the local agent of the
Singapore-based company,
could not provide them any
satisfactory information re-
garding the ship.

Ahsanul Hu Chnwdhurﬂ N
relative of another crew, Sha-
jahan, said that Shajahan's
wife was informed one
Capt Quadri from Singapore
over telephone orn December
18 that the ship Al-Kashem
was missing. Mr adri is a
staff of Seatine Shipping in
Singapore.

e relatives of the crew
have demanded of the gov-
ermment to form an inquiry
committee to investigate the
matter.

According to the family
sources of Capt Rabiul [slam,
the names and addresses of
the missing B adesh crew
are : (1) Capt. Rabiul Islam
Chowdhury &5}, designation
Master, son of late Abul Ka-

shem Chowdhury., Ward No.
57. Road No. 5. Sona Danga

with 24

jahan (43),

Residential Area, Khulna: (2)
Faridul Kabir {30). son of late
Humayun Kabir, Plot No. 181,
Road-12, Sona Danga, Khul-
na;, (3) Tariq Hossen, chief
:nﬁlnecr. C/o. Abdul Huq:
B/14-E/4 Motijheel Govt.
Colony, Dhaka; (4) F M Shah-
ne super, son
of Elem Fakir, vill: Jiakuli,
P.O. Mansurabad, P.S. Nagar-
kanda, Dist. Faridpur, who
joined the ship in Ji’ apore;
(5) Wahiduzzaman Sardar,
radio officer, C/o Asmat Al
Sardar, vill Kamlapur, Kal-
kini, Madaripur; (6} Enamul
Huq Azad, C/o Nurul Huq, 28
East Nakhal Para, Tejgaon,
Dhaka; (7) Saidur Rahman,
engine cadet, C/o Mujibur
man, Education Officer,
Jessore Board, Jessore: (8)
Muniruzzaman, deck cadet,
C/o. Prof. Abdus Sattar, Boira
Girls'’ College, Khulna; (9)
Khairul Anam, engine cadet,
C/o Fazlul Huq, Horihar
Nagar, Tala, Satkhira: (10)
Sadekur Rahman Chowdhury,
chief cook, C/0o Taufur Rah-
man Chowdhury, Bholko Cha-
ndpur, Satkhira; (11) Sho-
hrab, fitter, C/o, Zilanee Mir,
Power House Road., Mongla;
(12) Abdur Razzaq, son of
Late Aenuddin Sarder, Ka-
marpur, Satkhira; (13) Elias
Hossen, seaman, C/o
Badar Ali, Darbaster, Sat-
khira; (14) Abdul Matin
(OSOB), C/o Abdul Halim,
East Asian Shipping Co,
Power House, Mongla: (15)
Abdul Hannan, | son of
late Manik Sarder, Bholko
Ch , Satkhira; (16) Sai-
duzzaman, ofler, C/o Hu-
mayun Kabir, Dhilihar, Sat-
khira; (17) Rezwan Kabir, C/o
Aiub Ali Sarder. Bholko
Chandpur, Satkhira; (18)
Mithu C /o Abdur Rouf Chow-
dhury, Bhelko Chandpur,
Satkhira: (19) Misanur -
man, C/o Abdul Latif. Bholko
Chandpur, Satkhira; (20)
Swapan Kumar Das. C/o Bijoy
Kumar Das. 203. Sharafat
Mansien, Moulovi Bagszar,
Chittagong: (21) Syed Igbal
Hossen, C/o Anwar Hossen,
Sherpur, Rahim Nagar,
{Ihan;:.i‘pur: (22) Najrul Islam,
C/o Moulana Jaan-e Alam,
South r Sailors’' Co-
lony, Bandar Chi (23}
wlam Rabbani, 4th \
Begumganj, Noakhali, (24)
K 2nd,
. o Chatur Kumar
Mondal. vill. Bholke Chand-
pur. Satichira



