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Sihanouk to visit China: cambodis

Kmi Norodom Sihanouk will fly to Beijing said at the
end, Reuter reports from Phnom Penh.
Sihanouk, in an address on state television, said on

Sunday he would travel to China as part of routine

treatment.

Taiwan receives 20 US made tanks:

received 20 US-made MG60-A3
in the 1991 Gulf War, a radio

Taiwan's army on Sunda
tanks that had been u

station reported, AP reports from Taipei.
Taiwan's Broadcas uunpcnf China, owned by
said the tanks, produced by

the ruling Nationalist Party,
General E)ynam.lcn Corp. of St Louis, Missouri, were the
first batch of 160 such tanks Taiwan has bough
United States. The military has said the tanks were priced
at 15 million Taiwan dollars (US dirs 8§5,550) each.

7 militants killed in Pl:uh es:

Seven suspected Muslim extremists whn apped 19
Eeﬂplr including four American citizens, last week were

lled in a halt}c in the southern Philippines Sunday, an
army general said, AP reports from Cotabato City,
Philippines.

Three of the kidnappers were captured and five others

were believed to have wounded, he said. Army troops,
aided by helicopter gunships, pinned down the suspects
near Klube village in the town of Lake Sebu, said Brig. Gen.

Raul Urgello, commanding officer of the 601st Infantry

Brigade.
Myanmar mili leader in China:

The leader of the military council that runs Myanmar
arrived in China Sunday night for a six-day visit to
strengthen already solid political, military and trade ties,
AP reports from Beijing.

Underscoring the importance of his trip, Gen. Than
Shwe brought along a 40-member delegation packed with
other high-ranking officials, including Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt,
Secretary of the State Law and Order Restoration Council.

Abkhaz rebels kill 8 Geo

Eight Georgian civilians were killed by Abkhaz
in a village on the border between Abkhazla and G:nrgjl,
the Georgian presidency was quoted by ITAR-Tass news
agency as saying Sunday, AFP reports from Moscow.

The three man Abkhaz commando unit burst into
Shesheleti in the Gali region on Friday killing six members
of one family and two of their neighbours, the presidential
press service said.

Colombian rebels kill 9 soldiers:

Rebels opened fire on a military post in north Colombia
early Sunday, killing nine soldiers, the army said, AP
reports from Bogota.

The attack occurred in a mountainous area near San
Onofre, about 340 miles (550 kilometres) north of the
capital, Bogota. Officials blamed the Revolutionary Armed

Forces of Colombia, a leftist rebel group with thousands of

fighters that has been operating for decades.

Rain leaves 4 dead in Brazil:

Heavy rain left four people dead in southeastern Brazil on
Sunday the latest casualties of
has killed at least 20 people ln the past few days local
television reported, Reuter reports from Rio-de Janeiro.

Jose Benedltu Dos Santos his wife and his daughter
died when a landslide crushed their shack home in a
shanty town in Capinas Sao Paulo state Globo said.

Christopher nes Paris tour:

US Secretary uf State Warren Christopher has post
his Monday departure for a Paris conference due to heavy
snowfall in the Washington area, State Department officials
said on Sunday, Reuter reports from Washington

- Christopher was to have left on Monday muming for
the conference, which will group donor countries
contributing to the establishment of Palestinian self-rule in
the West Bank and Gaza. The officials said he would now
not leave earlier then Monday kvening.

Turkish prisoners free 6 h

Renegade prisnntrs released six guards Sunday and
negotiated with government officials over the fate of 23
others taken hostage during riots at two prisons, AP
reports from Istanbul.

President of the Palestinian Authority Yasser Arafat
flash- the V-sign during his speech in front of
thousands of Palestinian supporters in Dura, south of
the West Bank on Sunday. It is Arafat's first visit in
Dura since Israeli troops pulled out last December.

— AFP/UNB photo

US marine's car
kills 3 Japanese

in Okinawa

TOKYO, Jan B8: A car
driven by a US Marine ran on
to a sidewalk and killed three
local residents on their way
home from church in Okin-
awa Sunday, Japanese police

routine
installations as they fly sc
of missions each da

Sunday reports AP.

said, reports AP. “That's what gets Saddam

Sentiment against US | Hussein's attention,” Defence
military bases has been | Secretary William said,
running high on the southern | referring to the tactic's im-

Japanese island fpllowing the
rape of a 12-year-old schoo-
Igirl in Se t:mh-er In a trial | ery day.”
now underway, one US
serviceman has admitted to
the rape, and two others have
acknowledged assisting in

provided senior milit
officers indicate that wha

the girl's abduction. flight” mission in southern
adashi Kohagura of the | Iraq is more closely geared
Okinawa Police said a car | toward attacking ground tar-

driven by Lori A Padilla, 20,
veered on to a sidewalk in
Chatan, about 30 kilometres
(18 miles) north of Naha,
Okinawa's capital.

the skies for I

t from the

paratists

persistent bad weather that

pact on the Iragi leader. “He-
can't ignore it. H: sees it ev-

Details of the missions
has been billed as a "deny

E:ta in the event of an Iraqi
In addlunn tu patrolling

Air Force and Havy jets also

International

US offers $ 300m package of

arms, equipment to Jordan

AMMAN, Jan 8: The
United States offered a 300
mﬂllun dollar package of

ns and ul ment to
J an on Su thlt in-
cluded 16 F-l fighter
bombers and 50 tanks and
said the kingdom was the
linchpin of security in the
M East, reports Reuter.

US Defence Secretary

William said the pack-
offered to King Hussein
who signed a peace treaty
with Israel in October 1994-
involved equipment both to
hmup‘rlde Jordan's

a .

'It';lr::‘kl tI.!’Ful:llnzi A news con-
ference in a tent beside
his Amman palace "the offer
has been made and it has
been accepted with deep ap-
preciation.”

King Hussein, who is now
on better terms with Israel
than with almost any Arab
country, had lobbied with Is-
raeli support for modernisa-
tion of a force using mainly

1960, equipment.

"l made a to him
that will include M 80-A 3
tanks, night vision devices, a
uauadrun of F-16s — a total of

includ 12 F-16AS and
four F-16BS" Perry said after
talks with King Hussein.

These (planes) will be uI)-
ﬁudnd to modern capability
will include training spare
parts and all logistics support
necessary, the secretary said.
Perry refused to put a
price un t}]’_e e, hut us
dcfcnﬂ: official
that it would total &I;E“
lion for the fighters 50 Hﬁﬂ
A3 tanks n vision devices,
AC-130 military cargo plane

‘and helicopters.

The officials said the
United States would given
some used equipment to
Jordan outright and foreign
sales "credits” could be used

by Jordan over several years
m %}r for the rest.

see Jordan as the
linchpin in the security of
the Middle East, said.

In addition, Jordan is a long

time friend and ally of the
United' States and particu-

larly cooperation between our
two defence d ments is
strong and Dbecoming
stro i

Western military sources
who had expressed doubts
about Jordan's need and
unaided ability to maintain F-
16s sald earlier the details
for the US funding “fu;e the
equipment were sti ing
ok o i«

e equi nt was
scribed a:q ":Fflfrtth: shelf”
which meant it was fully ser-
viceable used equipment that
would be available for transfer
to Jordan in the next few
months.

The contents of the mili-
tary package reflect a com-
promise between Jordan's
initial request for an arsenal
of state of the art weapons
systems and western mi
vies that Jordan needed less

tigious i t.

While the Il:él[lm:il a main-

stay of Israel air force — will

be a highly visible symbo
Jordan's rnle since mklng
e with Israel much of the
stance will be in the form
of simple items such as
trucks spare part and train-

Jordan had MI-
AL tanks the main battle
tanks of the Unifed States
which is made under licence
in Egypt. but western experts

said it was to
ate for a mﬂm"wpoorcuunnp:y
like Jordan.

Since peace with
Israel King Hussein had re-
peatedly promised new
weapons to his army which
i:l:hhe:;lnte.dynu urnﬁf lg.
s rule for

more than seven cL:adu
have been a force for
stability and now they are a

force for peace and Krogreu
towards comprehensive

puc: in this r n, the ki
is
tl;? are "committed to the
ence of all our achieve-
ments so far.

Karachi blast

death toll

rises to &

KARACHI, Jan 8: The death
toll from the bomb blast on a
bus in Pakistan's troubled city
of Karachli rose today to
eight, with 30 wounded, offi-
cial sources said, reports
AFP.

The blast went oflf during
Sunday's rush hour in south-
ern Karachi, a part of the city
that has so far been spared
from the violence that has
left 1,800 dead in the past
year. The main hotels in-
ternational companies are in
the district.

The time bomb rip off
part of the roof of the bus
which was on a route be-
tween the airport and the
city centre.

attack, which has not
yet been claimed. will in-
crease pressure on Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto over
the terrorism problem.

US willing to
station troops
on Golan

JERUSALEM, Jan 8: De-
fence Secretary William
said today the United ‘States
would be vrlllmg. to station
troopu on the Golan Heights
o guarantee a peace treaty
hctwnm Israel and Syria, re-

Reuter,
"If. the peace ent
between Inru:l an
reached ... and if that calll

for a monitoring force
in the Golan Heights and if
both Israel and Syria request
the US to participate in that,
we are prepared to do that.”

Perry told reporters in
Jerusalem.

P:rrz nrrived in Imd to-
da
Frlmc Ll iutcr Shlmun

Iurael:l and Syrian neﬁoﬂa-
tors, meeting near Washing-
ton over the last two weeks,
said they had held their best

round of US-brokered peace

The talks have been stuck
on the future of the Golan
Heights captured Israel in
the 1967 Middle East war.
Damascus wants back all of
the heights. Israel wants a
cnmmitment to "full peace”
includln% pen borders,
trade dlplumauc rela-
tions.

Arzu leading in

Guatemala polls

GUATEMALA CITY, Jan 8:
Right-wing candidate Alvaro
Arzu drew ahead in
Guatemala's presidential
elections on Sunday
ﬁer cent of the vote, early of-
al n:aults showed, reports

The Supreme Electoral
Tribunal said Arzu of the pro-
business National Advance-
ment Party (PAN) overturned
the Jead of his populist
rival Alfonso Portillo as votes

rtgala C!;;m his uir;mn
wha.tuthnritj:a ::lh:!f ?I?t say

at percentage o e vote
had been nmfr%ted “but wit‘h
glnntl:ﬁr multal Id

rtillo's rural stgongholds
the trend could yet gg

versed again in whnt hnl

proved a tight run second-

round race.

Spanuh lmplnmnuum Force (IFOR) lﬂldi!rl putrnl tbe confrontation line between
east and west Mostar, the divided southern Bosnian city said to "calm but tense” on
Sunday after a series of gunfire exchange between Muslims and Croats that have

caused tension to rise in the divided city.

— AFP/UNB photo

Khun Sa signs peace accord
with Myanmar Junta

BANGKOK, Jan 8: Myan-
m-rl opium warlord Khun Sa

cers rmmm

to toast a
ending the vct:rm r:ball
war with the government,
one of his aides said today.
reports Reuter

Hhuut 1.000 fighters from
Khun Sa's Mong Tai Army
(MTA) took part in the

ceremony on Sunday at the’

drug lord's headquarters in
the hills of northeastern
M s Shan state. About
20 senior Burmese army
officers and government
officials arrived in Ho Mong
bidfore the signing. an MFA
ore the s an

officer said. &

The highlight of the
ceremony was the han
over of MTA weapons to the
government side, including a
cache of
missiles, said the officer. He

surface-to-air .

tei hun: in fm
Irl)mnmnr border.

nutln

P e

n Shan
thebcglnnmgufthumunth

The pact is expected to
turn the MTA into a local

mt militia but Khun
s remains unclear.
"Khun Sa said he would

put out a statement to all

ters in a
m the
m
lnd
tu
5!
te at

han ple soon, announ-
cing the conditions of the
ment,” said the MTA

er, who declined to be
identified.

He said the Myanmar
troops in Hu Mong did not

nppenr to l'; rdpa.rlng to

"I‘hcy whis-
key together after the cere-

mony. | don't think they'rn
going to arrest him.,” the
officer said.

The United States last

m::lﬂcuunofthe baron
and said it Hyll'.lll:ll.'l"
taclule:h:mblwﬂ]ttu
e and handed over to
Sluthoﬂtir.l
Khun Sa was indicted on
drugs c in a New York
court in mh:r lm
after a vestiga
relati to e selzure at

Port of 1.05 tonnes
of herein.

Myanmar government
have Khun Sa
will not be sent to the United

States but will be put on trial
in Yangon.

"There will be no extra-
dition to the United States,”
one Myanmar official told
Reuters at the weekend.

with 54

UK seeks Pak help to combat
drugs, 'bogus 1mm1grants

ISLAMABAD, Jan 8: British
Home (Interior) Secretary
Michael Howard said today
he was Pakistan's co-

operation in turning back a
tide of drugs and " bogus”
immigrants and asylum-seek-
ers, reports Reuter.

Howar, on a three day visit
to Pakistan, said he would fo-
cus on the narcotics trade
and immigrations in talks
with Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto, Interior Minister
Naseerullah Babar and anti
narcotics chief Major General
Salahuddin Tirmizi.

"l shall be stressing... thu
importance of the two
ernmients working to e
to deal with the problem nf
drugs, which we both face...
and which countries can't
tackle in isolation from each

-other,” Howard told Reuters
| in an interview.

"I, hope we'll be able to
identify ways in which we can

lock onto Iraqi targetu in
what amount to dry runs for
war.

. 'ﬂtfmp;ltluu nurthair crews

y ag targets would

be expected to unu? in our

camlnnn. sald Air

Carl Franklin,

cnmmnnder of Joint Ta:k
Force-Southwest Asia,

We do so with the intent of

hmdng our force visible to the

me so that there is
no duu
our resolve.”

Despite the weakened
state of the Iragi military
since its defeat in the Persian
Gulf War, Franklin said, "We
see Saddam as a threat today
and we see that threat for the
foreseeable future.”

In a day of visits with US
military personnel in Saudi
ﬁrnhln before ﬂylng to Jor-
dan, &t: classified
brieﬂng on this little-known

~¢capital,
: mﬂl

in their minds as to

US warplanes routinely monitorin

AMMAN, Jan 8: US war-
planes based in the Mideast
ly target Iraqi defence
scores

over the
southern third of the coun-

try, defence officials said

.aapett of the US mission over

southern Iraq.

Later in the Jordanian
announced a
the Jordanian

with 16 F-16 fight-

training to use them,
in unapﬁclﬂad number of M-
60A3 tanks and night-vision
equipment.

deal to

Jordan's Klnﬁ I;lluuedn said , tar
a

the US offer ac-
cepted "with deep gratitude”.

erry said the United
States views Jordan as a
"linchpin of _8security in the
Middle East.”" Other Arab na-

tions may follow Jordan's
lead in to normalize
relations with Israel, he said.

"If we can reach a camgre—
hensive peace settlement in
the Mideast it will undoubt-
edly be because of the exam-

ple set by Jordan." Perry said.

" he added.

'I'h: Enuah minister set
fire to tonnes of seized
heroin and hashish on Sun-
day at Attock Fort, west of
Islamabad, some of it smug-

led from neighbouring
stan and some
or refined in Pakistan's semi-
autonomous tribal areas on
the border.

Howard, s at the
visa section of the British

Commission, said "Bosu
asylum-seekers and bogus
i Ml Bt Bl

s tough new i
bill in Britain.

"It doesn't in any af-
fect the right of people to
come to Britain. Anyone who
is entitled to come to Britain
today will be entitled to come

 to Britain once the law has

been passed.

Bﬁ;?lll; tthe truth is that the
sh taxpayer is payin

over 200 mﬁllun pgu}:dg

Both Perry and Hussein
said they are tic about
the outcome of talks
between Israel Syria. "We

are for ce, progress and

.. Hussein said at a

oint news conference at his

Palace.

lier, explaining the US

missions over Iraq. a senior

officer who spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity said the
could ude antiair-

t missile sties, military

cnmmlnd and communica-
tion centres, and raillwa
_Ldumumm that wmdlr.: :1“

an va-

sion. m in what is

known-u a "bk]ﬂl #tf“m

around possible tar doln(

hing they would do in

wa rm: ::c:pt dropping

thﬁ"*r “lpﬂnﬁr
ou these parame-
ters and e thnfum

you go take care of it,” the of-

(310 million dollars) a year
for benefits which go to asy-
lum seekers, only four per
cent of whom are to be
genuine refugees, and that's
unmethlll'lf that we've got to
tackle,” Howard declared.
The H Commission in
Islamabad runs Britain's
biggest visa section in the
world, with 35 British based
staff and 26 entry clearance
officers prnccualng 35.000
visit visa and 7, -
tion visa applications a year.

The immigration official,
who asked not to be named,
said 75 to 20 per cent of ap-
plicants received visas for a
six month visit and about 70

cent of applicants for

mmigration, mainly le
who wanted to juin families
in Britain, were successful.

“The problem is how to
sort out the bogus from the

uine,"” he . "It's stress-

and difficult work."
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Army launch manhunt for killers

Strike paralyses Kashmir
for 2nd succemve day

JAMMU, India, Jan 8:
two-da ;enerl] strike t:lllﬂi
by India's main opposition
party and a militant Hindu
group oglnlyud the troubled
state Kashmir for the sec-
ond successive day, police
said today. AFP.

The main opposition
Bharatiya Janata (BJP,
Indian People's Party) and
the Hindu nationalist Shiv
Sena (Shivaji's Army) said the
strike was organised to

otest the massacre of 15
ﬂ;ndu. by ted Muslim
militants on K

In Jammu, the Hindu-
dominated winter capital of
Kashmir, BJP activists
smashed windows of buses
while shops, businesses, gov-
ernment offices and schools
were shut, said.

Police used batons and
ﬂred u.-.l;r shells at ram-

activists, injuring

5 of them witnesses said.

“The r sibility for any
ﬂ:i;rlumtlh h:ﬂnd'ul will lie

wi government,”
BJP state president Vaid
Bishnu Dutt said.

Off the

Less suppomve of casual sex,

WHSH]HG!E:DN First-ye

Hundreds of soldiers and
paramilitary, troops stepped
? a hunt mean e for the

uslim separatist militants
suspected of carrying out the
massacre in the mountainous
southern Kashmir district of
Doda. police said.

AP adds: More than 10.000
soldiers on Sunday combed
the forests and ravines in a
mountainous province of
northern India to hunt for
armed who shot and
killed 15 Hindu men after
l:paramﬁﬂ them from Mus-
lims, an cial said.

Police said the attackers
were Mu-um nparatistu but
no rebel has claimed
responsibi t}r or the killings.
The manhunt would continue
unigl tlh;e Dl;f#i:ra were found,
said t cial, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Hundreds of activists of the
Hindu nationalists party held
a noi demonstration in
front the governor's resi-

the state's

dence in Jammu,
winter capital.

Record

ltudcntu in US colleges are

voicing dwindling support I‘nr casual sex and legal a on,

a survey says.

But they have more liberal views on

muijunnn wit luppurt for legalisation reaching a 15-year

hlsh

rt fnr k lhurrtm Ic rose steadily in the
Ilte Hﬂl accor ng versity of California's
annual freshmen IUI'\"E}". But In the 1995 survey, it

declined for the third straigh

In 1987, 52 per cent nf t

the survey su
OK for two pe
each other a short time.

"There are more
think
meet.

ople want to sl
ey want to

ed casual sex. Now, 43
ople to have sex even if they've only known

Eu: to 58 per cent.
freshmen responding to
per cent say it's

diseases and stuff. And | just don't

with the first person they

get to know them better,” said Dennise

Ledesma, an 18-year-old freshman at California State

University-Los les.
Among US coll
relationships should be

freshmen, the belief that homosexual
ohibited has declined from a

hlghnfﬁaperccntln 1987 to an all-time low of 30.6 per

cent. And support !'nr i
nearly 34 cent —
view in lﬂgr

“It's so abundant. It's no

it,” said Jason Zavada, a

University

ising marijuana has risen to
the 17 per cent who held that

deal because everybody is
9-year-old freshman at the

of Kentucky who supports legalisation. "We
don't see all the bad it's causing.

t's an insane policy to

treat people Iik: criminals for using something that comes

'Free Willy' gets
warm welcome

from th:emh

NEWPORT: Keiko the whale, the afling star

tar of the "Free

movies, got a warm welcome Sunday as he

to t

mhnmehﬂlthhlmﬂth?mﬂhm s In

du:thnn#mmﬂﬂuuwid.l AP,

company, touting its ever,
a chartered C-130 car to c Keiko

ina t water-filled container. use of the 42,000-

pou

rdudh*ltop.!nllnnturw
People lined the
Sunday as Keiko was

(19.000-kilo) cargo

. the plane had to make

Mexico, and Phoenix.
to wave goodbye earlier
to his container tank at the

Reino Aventura amusement park in Mexico City, then

driven by truck to the
More Crowds,

cﬁrl and minivans, lined the

in
mmw?mmmmm to

the custom-built,
e he will live at

?
44
Ew

the T,OW-pmmd Iapllg':l-kllol

Mexico City amusement park, made the 8
thout any serious problems.

" Asia-Pacific region urged

million-gallon (8-million-liter) tank
the Oregon Coast Aquarium. About
330 media representatives from around the world were on

tht:lr four children

ﬂtq:h them
ed their dad

past 10 years in

to pay more attention
to arms control

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8:
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad the
Asia-Pacific region today to
pay more attention to arms
control, Innludinlgeunuclear
weapons, reports

"l think we in the Pacific
must address the issue uf
arms control more
he said at a conference of
Asia Pacific experts and offi-
cials, including three US se-
nators.

Mahathir said the Pacific
region "more than any other

needs to implement
visions of Nuclear Pinn
Pruliftrntign Treaty more
vigorously.

"“Three of the five declared
nuclear are in the Pa-
cific. A fourth tests here."

Mahathir said, referring t
French nuclear arms tﬂtlng
the South Pacific.

Newly industrialising
countries such as Malaysia,

ficer said. "They'll go fly that
:‘“’:T’} and execute against a

e officer pointed out
that under UN mandates de-
vel after the Gulf War,
southern Iraq is a "no-drive”
zone as well as a no-fly zone.
In the wake of threatening

i 1%4 raqgi forces in Oc-

'pa.lntl are espe
cially alert of ld-
vancing armoured mlunm- If

'i;he,-_',ar :r:tted one in the re-

zone, they could at-
t-ckthe column.

US Air Force F-16s and F-
15Es as well as Navy A-6s and

British Tornados are the
main ground attack aircraft.
“It's enough to blunt any
attack and it cold in its
tracks.” the said.
The idea, according to

Pm-y is not provocation but

deterrence.

whose litary capabilities
were relatively low to begin
with, are ra to catch up
with each other and acquire
new t

"We cannot deny these
states the t to enhance
2;[1: capabilities,” Mahathir

But the hard selling of
more and more sophisticated
arms to one country would
lead to the others wanting
similar hardware.

Malaysia has been
rapidly modernising its
armed forces

Defence Minister Syed
Hamid Albar said last month
Mala was in the market
for three regiments of main
battle tanks.

It is expected soon to
award a contract for 27 pa-
trol boats worth 2 billion
dollars and take delivery of
two British-made frigates.

g Iraqi installations

"We think we won't have to
fight because the capability
“hmhmilmlmprm

that no sane aggressor would

challenge it," Perry told about
60 crew members of the
radar planes and aerial
tankers that are key to sus-
taining the air effort. These
planes are based at the

air base in Riyadh,
E capital. But others
leu nﬂp. ing in the missions
aircraft carriers and
frnm other bases in the re-
ﬂo{?}-lm Binford Peay IIl, head
of the US Central Eomnnnd
the Florida-based headquar-
ters responsible for milit
operations in the Mideast,
said US military Intl:ﬂl.gence
gatherers "have

proof ... in a nu H&ﬂﬂ'

ent ways” that Saddam plan-

'n-lltulll-qm WOPO- "
nd time in the 'Igll

Major urges IRA
to halt series

of murders

LONDON. Jan B8: British
Prime Minister John Major
on Sunday challenged Sinn
Fein. the itical wing of the
IRA, to call a halt to a series
of murders and beatings that
have cast a cloud over the
Northern Ireland peace pro-
cesse, reports Reuters.

Sinn Fein has refused to
condemn the killings, which
have been claimed by an anti-

drugs gang that the security
forces say is a front for the

outlawed Irish Republican

Interviewed on BBC telewvi-
sion Major said the fact that
punishment attacks "m'lncul—
ously” lh:g»fcd during
President Cltnlnnl -ﬂm |
to Britain and Ireland last
dmenth showed that they
were “centrally directed -




