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SAARC Trade Fair
begins in New
Delhi today

India's Planning
Commission slams

implementation of
economiic reforms
: Pqul,?

NEWS BRIEFS

BNP completes
nati

The BNP yesterday nomi-

nated party leader Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to contest
the cnminf a!ign Sangsad
elections fro rhat-1.
With the nﬂminallnn of
Sheikh Hufibur Rahman, the
BNF completed the nomina-
tion of its candidates to all
‘the 300 seals of the Jatiya
Sangsad, BNP office ‘secretary
!jd“félammad Nazrul dslam told

'Human circle' on DU
tomorrow

The students of Dhaka

University will organise a
'human cirele' toérrow on
the us demanding the
trial the killers

univerllt}r teacher Nuban
Ahmed and protest the
deteriorating law and order
@ press release said. The
circle will be formed around
the Arts Faculty at 10 am.
reports BSS.

JEB official
made OSD

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, ‘Jan 8: In
tor of Schools, Jessore

u-

cation Board (JEB) Fazlur

Rahman Talukdar, has been
made officer on s duty
(OSD) for his alleged in-
volvement in registration
scandal in the last
examination of the board.
sources said.

64 arms
recovered

Law enforcing agencies
yesterday recovered 64

fircarms, 384 bullets and 30
explosives on the 19th day of
the countrywide illegal arms
hunt. According to the Law
and Order Coordination Cell
of the Election Commission,

durh;f the combing opera-

ice. army, navy and
BDR, 3[}5 people were

picked up on various charges, |
udmgpu-ncum‘ufﬂhgul

incl

arms, reports UNB.
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Cargo ship untraced for 45 days

A cargo vessel. owned by a
Bangladeshi. has been miss-
ing with 24 Bangladeshi crew
for more than one month in
the China Sea, off Taiwan
coast, accurding to family
sources of the owner.

The ship, Al-Kashem, had
sailed from Singapore for On-
ahama, Japan on October 27
last year but lost contact
since November 21 when its
owner and ca Rabiul Is-
lam had the last radio
phone call to his wife in

By Rafiq Hasan

Rabiul had told his wife
that they were crossin
rough weather along the Tai-
wanese coast and expected to
reach Onahama on December
30, two days behind sched-
ule, Rabiul's elder brother

Nurul Islam told The Daily .

Star here yesterday.
The ship belo
Seatine Shippin Ltd., a
Singapore-based company
owned by Capt Rabiul and was

flying a Belizean flag.

ed to the

Nurul Islam and some
other relatives of the missing
crew said they got no infor-
mation about the ship from
officials or local ag:nta of the
ship in Bangladesh or any
source in Taiwan, Japan, Sin-
gapore or China during last
one and a half months.

Rabiul used to get in touch
with his family twice or
thrice a week. But there has
been no communication
since November 21, Nurul Is-
lam said.

| EC defers polls

date again

The Election Commission
(EC) has again revised the
schedule for parliamenta
elections fixing February llg
as the polls date.

The rescheduling fol-
lowed verbal and written re-
?eﬂn limm the major o

tical parties, an
lnnuuncement said yester-
day.

The announcement came
only an hour before the dead-
Hne for uubnuuiun of numi

nation paper Pruq::
per the earlier re
schedule.

T:hcmlinltrum opposi-
tion had earlier called a 48-
Ilnurhlﬂ.lllhltﬂlrtad

with Uie Tast dates i
last dates fnr ﬂll
numlnlttun papers a

htul‘nrnﬁmlﬂm

l‘ﬁh

By Staff Correspondent

drawal of candidature is Jan-
uary 23, the EC announce-
ment said.

The election schedule was
first announced on December
4, fixing January 18 as polls
date. The voting was then de-
ferred to February 7. On Jan-
uvary 2, the Election Commis-
sion made a partial in
the schedule fixing January 8

Mnﬁi

and 9 as last dates for fili

nomination papers an
scrutiny.

But 31!: Awami
l..cnﬁue, a Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami, ft Democratic
Front, Gano Forum and

others rejected the election
schedule pending a solution
to the persisting political
crisis over the caretaker is-

camera of a photo journalist snatched at Farmgate in the city yesterday.

understandi

and partici-
pate in the elections within
this time."

"Elections have to be held

within 90 days, that is Febru-
ary 21, fulln'llring the dissolu-
tion of Parliament, as pre-
scribed in the Constitution,”
the announcement pointed
out

The EC could not shift the
elections beyond Febru
as because of the Shaheed
Dibash, Eid-ul Fitr, Shab-e-
Qadr and Jumatul Bida, it ex-
plained.

The however, did not
mention e names of the
Parties whil:h requested it
verbally or writing to shift
the election date n;lign.

Since the very first an-
nouncement of election

:tl;l:gule the agitating o .n!:'io-

called h
with the dates for

M
m-ﬂ

L

Awnml League leader Huua Chuwdhury arguing 'Il’lth Hﬂ:unt}r pernnnnel for returning a

-

ﬂmmph-

— Star photo

24 Bangladeshis still missing

"Since the ship is rt-
edly missing we Enn umlli::me
that it is either taken over by
pirates or it has sunk,” said
Capt Wahed who had dir-em-
barkcd from the ship due to
illness at Hainam purt China,
where it had anchored due to
a typhoon off the Vietnamese
coast. The 6000 DWT ship
was carrying 5000 tons uf
cargo, mainly raw materials
for cosmetics. Wahed said he
was to join the ship in Japan

See Page 12 col 7

PARIS, Jan 8: Former
French Prtaidcnt Francois
Mitterrand, a socialist who

ded France a tur-
ulent 14 years the
end of the Cu]d to-

day, his office aald He was
79, reports Reuter.

"“The President died this
mommning at 8.30 am,” his
pe secretariat said. He
died at the Paris office he
had occupied since leaving
power last May.

Mitterrand, a devoted
builder of the European
Union who had been suffer-
ing from prostate cancer,
stood down as a t in
May. He had twice beaten his
successor, President Jacques
Chirac, to the job.

Mitterand turned the So-
cialist Party into an enduring
Euvernmmt force, becoming

rance's longest-servin

President, and reconcile
the French left with the
market economy.

Chirac told reporters he
had gone this morning to
tribute before Mitterrand's

Zr: said Mitterrand had
tried to reinforce 'solidarity’
and had "made the construc-
tion of Eumpc m forward
with ¢ ¢ had

..h.‘_* _:_: . '.-

- -'il.'

By Staff Correspondent
Clashes between activists

‘of rival political parties and

sporadic bomb ex

marked the first 18 of

:]ht ﬂtla called 48-
our art,ll t bega
terday. nmna{elufe

in the ::lpttnl as elsewhere in
the country.

At least 10 ple were
injured, four of them stabbed
in clashes between pro- and
anti-hartal activists and
explosion of crackers in the
city.

The major opposition par-

Hartal relaxed

The count har-
tal, which “mm
to continue till 6 am
Wednesday, -'I.Ilmul
::lﬂﬂﬂlihﬂuh‘

ee major opposition
parties in separate state-

ments terday also re-
laxed hartal hours for
rickshaws th-

tnﬂl!nnlp-

ties — Awami League, Jall}'a
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami —
called the hartal to press
home their identical demand
for immediate resignation of
the Prime Minister and hold-
ing of general elections un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment.

Jallfa Samajtantrik Dal
(Rab) also gave a call for the
48-hour hartal while the Left
Democratic Front (LDF)
called a dawn to dusk hartal
on the same issue.

The hartal programme

See Page 12 Col |
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250 killed as

in train colhsmn

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR. Jan 8: At
least nine persons were
killed and over 100 injured,
20 of them critically, as two
trains collided today at a
ﬂac: between Hajiganj and

eher stations.

The number of casualties
may rise as rescue operation
continued, witnesses said.

The tralnu Chittagong-
bound Sag ress from
Ehandpur Emd a Chandpur-
bound 101 local train from
Chittagong, collided head-on
at all;ﬂl.llil] E md nr.:ﬁr Kan-
gaish. vi under Haji
thana, 15 Em from hcrél i

chen carringea two of the

express train and five of the
local, derailed in the colli-
sion, killing 8 persons on the
u%t and injuring more then
others witnesses said.
* The injured, 20 of them in
critical condition, were tak:n
to Ha jigargﬂ and Chand
huupitals e person di

the way to hospital. Two train

Eluardn I{nhhat and Abbas
ddin were among those in-
jured critically.

The dead could not be
identified till the writing of
thl%t;:pnr} ait] lll: 30 pm.

ty of the less seriousl
injureg v

people were released
See Page 12 col 6
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25 poisa again

By Inam Ahmed and RM Titumir

adesh Bl.rllt
terday devalued the t:lu hy
another 25 poisa against the
}JS dollar with immediate ef-
ect.

With the new downward
adjustme:;:. of the taka, the
Bangladesh Bank buyi
of dollar now stands nng
40.90 instead of the p
Taka 40.65. The Blnk l
selling rate is now Taka
41.10 instead of the earlier
Taka 40.85.

This 0.62 per cent devalu-
ation of the taka was antici-
pated by the market and it
remained alert.

“Unlike the neighbouring
countries, we are going for a
slow adjustment of t as

part of our policy of pt:r:uing
a flexible exchange rate,”

central bank official told The
Daily Star.” For this purpose,
we monitor the real effective
exchange rate (REER) in re-
lation to a trade weighted
basket of currencies of major
trading partners. In this ex-
ercise, taka's position is mea-
sured vis-a-vis other currency
basket through US dollars. In
addition. the level of inflation
in the country vis-a-vs its
trading partners is reck-
oned.”

Another reason behind the
devaluation was to cap im-
Eorrs to some extent which

ad skyrocketed this year

The

| reducing the country's for-

.

eign t:xchang: reserve, the
central bank sources said.

Following revaluation of
taka by 15 poisa on March 7
1995, taka was devalued
twice earlier by 15 poisa
against the dollar on

tember 12, 1995 and 25

sa on October 1.

During the last calendar
year, the local currency was
devalued by 1.61 per cent
against the greenback com-
pared to almost 14 per cent
depreciation of the Indian
Rupee and eight per cent de-
valuation of the Pakistani Ru-

fuelled by a food

Hually
the later part of

shortfall,

1994-95 and the first quarter |

of the current fiscal year saw
an import boom whl-:h forced
foreign exchange reserve to
Bllummct from a peak of 3.4

llion dollars in April '95 to
2.37 billion dollars in De-
cember, 1995.

An amount of 476 million
.-md 21.9 million dollars were
t to pay the food import
durin h: last fiscal and

the July-October period of
the current financial year re-
specti The country's im-
port bi Is surged to 2269
million dollars during July-
October period of this fiscal
year. a 43 per cent increase
over the same periods in

1994-95, according to cen-
tral bank figures.
See Page 12 Col 4

4 SAARC states want removal |

of high & non-tariff barriers

NEW DELHI, Jan 8:
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka. Nepal
and Bhutan today expressed
identical views regarding
elimination of tariff, para-tar-
iff and non-tariff barriers to
make South Asian Preferen-

tial Trade Arrangement
(SAPTA] as an effective vehi-
cle for economic and
trade cooperation, reports
BSS.

Delegation leaders repre-
senting the four out of seven
member countries of the re-

onal bedy were addressing

e twu-day meeting of the
SAARC commerce ministers
which began today at Vigyan
Bhavan here.

They said SAPTA should
be made the launching pad
for eventual progression to a
SAARC Free Trade Area
(SAFTA).

Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao inaugurated
the meeting. He stressed the
need for making the next
round of SAPTA negotiations

far broader. deeper and
meaningful, "in tcrmn of
preferential tariff cuts as well
as dismantling para-tariff and
non-tariff barriers.”
Addressing the mﬁ:ting
leader of Bangladesh
tion Abdul Hamid Chuwd

hury, Chairman of Bu:ﬁ:dah
Tariff Commission, ngl
{Jleldcd for removal of
ariff and non-tariff barriers
ave the way for
Blnﬁg&deshl goods to find
markets in other SAARC
countries,

The advanced economies
in the region should unilat-
erally “eliminate all tariff and
non-tariff barriers on all im-
ports from least developed
countries in terms of Article
1C of the SAPTA t.”
he asserted. This process, he
said must begin immediately
and be compieted within two
years

Efl Lankan Minister of
Trade, Commerce and Food
Kingsley T Wickramaratne

emphasised the need for
Eliminating all tariff, para-
tariffl and non-tariff barriers
to ensure free movement of
goods and services within the
region.

He favoured adoption of
across the board tariff reduc-
tmn aﬂpmch instead of the

oduct eﬂ product
nflproa.ch e identi some
of the structural impedi-
ments  hindering the

ansion of trade amo
. member countries.”

The obstacles he identi-
fied include high (f{reight
charges, lack of marketin
skills, high insurance cos
and financial obstacles In-
cluding inadequate trans-
portation network.

Nepalese Minister for
Commerce Fateh Singh
Tharu pleading the cases of
four least developed coun-
tries of the region said the
provisions for additional con-
cessions in the articles of the

See Page 12 col 7
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Hotel owner
murdered:

9 arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Nine persons Int:ludi‘rﬁ a
film producer, Faroque Tha-
kur, were arrested yesterday

in connection with the ki
lling of a hotel owner, Sham-
sul Alam at Gulshan in the

2

city Sunday ni
Faroque akur, along
w!th eight other accused par-

— Syed Din Mohammad,
leul Huq., Rustam Sardar,
Mizanur Rahman, Arifur
Rahman, Mujibur Rahman,
Nazmul Hossen and Mithu —
were produced before a city
murt and sent to jail yester-

police said.

Shumul Islam, owner of
Hotel Plaza in Baridhara, was
shot dead during a shootout
between two groups of peo-
ple over possession of the

round floor of a house on

ad No 72 there.

Nurul Islam younger
brother of Shamsul Islam
flled a case with Gulshan
thana accusing 20 persons in
the incident, police said.

Hashimoto set to
become new PM

TOKYO. Jan 8: Japan's
ruling coalition announced
today it had chosen trade
minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
as its candidate for Prime
Minister, a move that virtu-
ally ensures he will be
elected to the job by m-
ment later this week, s
Reuter.

coalition
to

Asked if the
E:ﬂ leaders had

ck can-
remlﬂ' finance

Hashimoto as
didate for
minister Masayoshi Take-
mura told ! "Yes, we
have decided on that.”
Takemura is leader of
the Sakigake Party, the
smallest partner in Japan's
three-way coalition. He was
peaking after the coalition
party leaders met to decide
on their chosen candidate to
succeed outgoing premier
Tomiichi Murayama.
Murayama, who heads

the Socialists, unexpectedly
mmmmmhm;lmlum ll:
premier ay. l-l)"ﬂ'll
was time to hand over

to a new ment

the comtlun h?::(

Liberal Democratic Plrty
P). Parliament votes on
ursday to choose a new

prime minister and “‘Il

coalition holds a solid

The conservative LDP
lost a four-decade hold on

ncwer in July 1993 and
ashimoto, ., would be-

come the first LDP Prime
Minister since that time.
Ty
- urayama, ls

e il d as :m
ade tiajor w won
praise mma for his han-
dling of bitter car trade talks
with the United States last

year,

-] O h ik T
%G g ',1
h J""' S R, |

devalued

plane Elou ghs

into market
in Zaire

KINSHASA, Jan 8: At least
250 were killed today when a
Russian-built airliner plou-
thd into a teeming market

the Zairean capital,
medical staff and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Eggss (ICRC) said. reports

ICRC staff reported 230

eople killed, inciuding 217
rom the crowded Sim-
bazikita market where the
Antonov AN-32 came down
after failing to gain altitude as
it was departing Ndolo air-
port, a smali alrport near the
centre of Kinshasa used for
domestic flights.

A further 12 bodies were
taken to Kinshasa central
hospital, the ICRC said. Med-
ical staff said a further 20
bodies were taken to the
Mama Yemo Hospital.

On December 18, a Lock-
heed Electra turboprop, op-
erated by a Zairean firm,
crashed after takeoff in An-
gola, killing more than 140

people.

PM briefed
on political
developments

Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia held a meeting
with some of her cabinet
members yesterday afternoon
to discuss the latest political
developments. A minister,
who participated in the
meeting, informed The Daily
Star that, the PM was ap-
prised of the latest political
developments followi ne-
gotiations with the Opposi-
tion over the last few days.

The meeting was at-
tended by BNP secretary
eneral and LGRD Minister .

bdus Salam Talukdar,
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Miah. Information and Com-
merce Minister M Shamsul
Islam, Education m!:iﬂinsiatar
Zamiruddin tate
Minister for ishment
Aminul Hug. |

Before attending the
meeting, Shamsul Islam told
The Daily Star that the 90-
day limit of holding elections
:llftcr the dia;nlutiumu the

atiya Sangsad was a
mar{:la tely

Thetm;:}l'za of an advinury
council under the President
with executive powers vested

| In his office has already been

conveyed to the Opposition
uarters, said Islam, adding
that the response is yet to be
received.
Zamiruddin
did not Igl:t the par tﬂ nomi-
nation for the forthcomin
election, said that he woul
o back to his law practice at
e Supreme Court but would
remain in litics and work
for the BNP as a member of
the party's advisory council.

CPA earns

Tk 284 cr
revenue
in '95

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 8: The
Chittagong Port Authority
recorded a revenue earnings
of Taka 284 crore in 1995,
an increase of about Taka 42
crore compared with that of
1994, official sources said.

In 1994, CPA earmmed Taka
242.94 crore against the
handling of cargo, vessels and
other sources of rents, port
reports said.

Port officials attributed
the increase in revenue last
year to a remarkable growth
of traffic through this major
port of the country.

Chittagong port in 1995
hnnd{l% }ﬂ.i 321 metric
tons of cargo as against.
90,38.48]1 MT handled in
1994, according to port re-

s.

Last year's total c in-
clude 95,48, 348 MT im-
mt_-t goods and 14,78,973

export goods while in '94
the im

Sircar, who

rt cargo recorded

78,13.229 MT and export
12.!;,!3:1 MT.

handled a total of a17

TEUs mntuner up frou

?&739 TEUs handled in
In 1998, the port handled
Imw Mthlnthlt

of previous year.
Correction

The DIIE“E’I.II" rted

tween Awami League hldﬂr
Amir Hossain Amu and In-
formation and Commerce
er Shamsul Islam took
at the latter's resi-

Information and Com-
merce Minister informed
ay that no such meet-
took place on that day.
We regret the ‘inadvertent
error.



