DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 1996

Caribbeans seem

] —— m—
l’_ Ny

T T e i

To be or not
to be...

BRISBANE, Jan 7: West
Indies skipper Richie
Richardson hinted Sunday
that recerd breaking Brian
Lara might not be at next
month sk{\r‘urld Cup. reports
AFP.

Richardson said he was
unaware of how relations
were between Lara and the
West Indies cricket board
after the 26-vear-old batting
supremo was named in a
provisional World Cup squad.

Lara protested against a
fine imposed on him after
last year's tour of England by
making himself unavailable
for the Australian tour. He
returned to first class cricket
in the Caribbean this week-
end.

"l know things were writ-
ten in newspapers,  but |
dont know exactly what
transpired back there
regarding Brian Lara and the
West Indies cricket board.”
Richardson said.

"'l know that he is in-
cluded in the 20 names
which is not even a squad re-
ally, they just needed 20
names and his name was
submitted.”

Richardson said a a})]a_\rer of
Lara's quality would always be
welcomed back into the
team. But he stated that any
player should abide by board
rules and pay up if disci-

for any reason.

"It's a pity that such a
great talent had to miss the
game." he said.

"“The quicker the problem
is sorted out and we get
Brian Lara back the better.
You can't afford to have that
talent not playing the game
but if he does something
wrong he must pay the con-

uences.”

chardson said the Lara
stand-oflf was not _distractln]g
him from his captaincy role
on tour,

‘'m net even thinking
about it at this
main interest is to get the
guys to play well enough to
. get into the finals and to win

the World Series," he said.

"After that 1 will start
thinking about what might
happen when Brian comes
back.”

The West Indies World
Cup squad will be flnalised
later this month.

’
Zimbabweans
going great

WHANGAREI, New Zea-
land, Jan 7: Zimbabwe _
ended. the second day of
their three-day match
against the New Zealand
Academy Eleven today with a
l141l-run Jead -and nine
secorid innings wickets in
hand, reports ter. :

The tourists were 80 for
oneé after the Academy de-
clared at 213 for one, 61
runs behind.

The day belonged to
E;umlaing ademy openers

bert Lawson and Matthew
Bell who put together a part-
nerghip of 213,

e Academy Eleven de-
clared when 18-year-old Bell
was declared leg belore
wicket for 83 just before tea.

Lawson completed his
maiden first-class hundred,
finishing on 113 not out.

Neither batsman, among
New Zealand's best batting
prospects, gave a chance
r.:luring] their partnership,
which lasted 285 minutes,

Lawson faced 226 balls
and hit 15 boundaries in an

point. My
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impressive display, keeping |

up a steady run-rate through-
out his innings.

Bell began as the more
circumspect of the pair,
man g }ust two singles in
48 balls after lunch. But he

BRISBANE, Jan 7:
West Indies cap-
; tain Richie Ri

| ' chardson fmade a
| i timely return to
; = lorm today as the
tourists confirmed their re-
cent revival by 14 runs in a
limited overs World Series
game, reports Reuter,

West Indies' ended Aus-
tralia's unbeaten record by
posting their third win in five
days in a nail-biting finish at
the Gabba.

Richardson, who has
struggled for runs to far in
the competition, scored an
outstanding 81 in a vintage
display of stroke play that
hel lift his side to 231 all
out from 49.3 overs.

In reply, Australia were
dismissed for 217 in 47.4
overs after fast bowler and
man-of-the-match Ottis Gib-
son claimed the wickets of
wicketkeeper lan Healy and
fast bowler Craig McDermott
with successive balls.

Gibson was engulfed by
jubilant teammates after shat-
tering McDermott's stumps
to the disinay of a capacity
crowd of 21,632.

Gibson, who finishing with
figures of two for 38 from 5.4
erratic overs, made an even
more telling contribution
with the bat. hammering a vi-
tal 52 runs from 40 balls late
in the West Indies innings.

Richardson earlier redis-
covered his timing and con-
fidence during a two-hour
stay at the crease that fea-
tured a succession of well-
timed hooks, cuts and drives.

Richardson eventually fell
in the 40th over when he

.drove a low catch to Michael

Bevan in the covers to give
all-rounder Stuart Law his
mﬂﬁ wickets of the :

ut the veteran right-han-
der's resurgence in scoring
his first half-century in seven
World Series innings failed to
mask an otherwise indisci-
plined display by his fellow
top order batsmen.

Gibson rescued the in-
nu:},gs by smashing two sixes
and four fours before being
Eﬂﬂwled by all-rounder Shane

o .

_ Fittingly, Gibson reached
his first half-century in nine
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limited overs internationals
by hooking a short pitched
ball from fast bowler Glenn
McGrath out of the ground
for six. ,

Australia captain Mark

Taylor sent West Indies in to
bat on a wicket offering
bounce and movement off the
SEearn.
McGrath was the pick of
the Australian bowlers, claim-
ing three for 47 from 9.3
OVers.

Australia middle order
batsmen Ricky Ponting and
Stuart Law scored 61 and 62
respectively to lift their
side's hopes.

R RICHARDSON . .. 81

The pair added 115 runs
for the fourth wickets before
Ponti fell to a rash pull
shot, lofting a simple catch teo
Roger Harper at mid-on eoff
fast bowler lan Bishop.

When Law was brillian
caught and bowled by Ph
Simmons nine overs later.

. Australia’'s hopes of victory

composed
plummeted '

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the World
Series limited overs mateh
between Australia and West
Indies at the Gabba on Sun-

day: ;

WEST INDIES '
Williams ¢ H b McGrath 0
Campbell b th 5
Simmons c Lee b WIHE 42
Richardson c Bevan b Law 81
Hooper c Slater b Reiffel 18
Harper b Waugh 10
Browne run out - 1
Gibson b Lee 52
Bishop run out 5
Ambrose not out 3
Walsh b McGrath 0
Extras: (Ib-3, w-6, nb-5) 14
Total : (for 49.3 overs)] 231

Fall of wickets: 1-2; 2-27;
3-103; 4-133; 5-167; 6-169;

7-173; 8-220; gz;ﬂ. & W
Reiffel 7 1 50 1
McDermott 8 0 43 0
Waugh 10 0 30 2
Bevan 3 0 16 O
Lee 8 1 30 1
Law 4 1 12 1
AUSTRALIA

Slater ¢ Campbell b Ambrose 0
Taylor ¢ Browne b Bish 14

M Waugh c Browne b Walsh 5
Ponting ¢ b Bishop 61
Law ¢ and b Simmons 62
Bevan run out 17
Lee ¢ Simmons b Walsh 6
H ¢ Walsh b Gibson 15

el run out 14
McDermott b Gibson %
McGrath not out . 0
Extras: (Ib-6, w-7, nb-9) 22
Total: (47.4 overs) 217

Fall of wickets: 1-1: 2-10:
3-37; 4-142; 5-179: 6-180:
7-187: 8-216: 9-217.

O M R W
mmm 9 2 20 1
Walsh 9,..0 56 2
Simmons 10 0-39 1
-4 1 :9 0

Thinking over ti

ME URNE,
Jan A'Sri Lanka
want the Inter-
national Cricket
Council (ICC) to
make a ruling

-

on the controversial bowli
S s
Mur n, rt agen-

cles.

The Sri Lankan Cricket
Board of Control said Sunday
it has asked for the ICC to
ur a nt an indepen-
dent panr.{“:gi decide mgptchc
legality of Muralitharan's
bowling.

The spinner has been
called for throwing by Aus-
tralian umpires in two
matches, first in the Mel-
bourne Test and then on Fri-
day night in the World Series
one-day match against the
West Indies.

Sri Lankan authorities put
a temporary end to hr -
ralitharan's carecr Saturday
when fh? asked all-rounder
Ruwan Kalpage to join the
squad as soon as possible.

The decision to fly in

Kalpage, 27, followed a
. lengthy closed-door meeting
between the team's tour
management and Ana

then struck five boundaries |

in the space of 17 deliveries.

Off-spinner Stephen Peal
was the tightest of the Zim-
babwe bowling attack on the
lifeless pitch and was re-
warded with the only wicket
of the innings, taking one for
50 off 28.5 overs.

To complete the day for

the New Zealand opening |

pair, When Lawson was given |

the ball he had Zimbabwe's
Grant Flower caught by Bell
after the batsman had hit a
rapid 53.

- Atlanta marathon
schedule may

be shifted

ROME. Jan 7: The men's
marathon start at the Atlanta
Games will probably be

switched from early evenjn%

to early morning because o

the heat. International Ama- |

teur Athletic
president Primo Nebiolo said
on Saturday, reports Reuter.

He also said organisers
would try to ensure the
timetable allowed US athletes
Michael Johnson and Carl
Lewis to compete in all their
chosen disciplines.

Nebiolo told the Daily La
Stampa newspaper the
marathon start would proba
bly be put back on medical
advice, "It could start at the
same time as the women's at
0730 instead of 1830."

He added. "We will try to
meet the demands of the
Johnsons, the Lewises. the
champions who race in sev-
eral events,

‘It important to put on a
great show [or the American
public, better if it's with their
own hernes.

Johnsor who scored an
historic first by winning both
the 200 and 400 metre
worid tiiles 1in Gothenburg
last yeuar has inbhied the
IAAF and the International
Olympic Committee to alter
the Atlanta schedule so he
can try to repeat the feat.

Federation |

Punchihewa, president of the
Board of Control for Cricket
in Sri Lanka.

Kalpage, an off-spinner, is
expected to arrive in Aus-
tralia once his travel ar-
rangements are finalised,
team officials said.

Punchihewa said he had
faxed the ICC on Saturday
after the m:ttm‘g.

"We have officially asked
the ICC last night to appoint
an independent panel to
evaluate his action,” Punchi-
hewa said.

The Sri Lankans say, they
will accept the panel's deci
sion as final.

"Once the ruling body
makes the decision of the in-
dependent panel we have to
accept that," Punchihewa
said.

Muralitharan will continue
with the squad for the re-
mainder of the tour. but is
not expected to play. It is

understood he will u
further tests by specialists to
confirm he has a perma-
ntntlz-bent bowling arm.
While in Brisbane, West
Indies cricket captain Richie
Richardson is mystified as to

why Mutti uralitharan
P o

was no- throwing in
their World Series Cup one-

dayer here Friday.

The chuckin
controversy, whic
originated in the second
Melbourne Test when
Australian umpire Darrell

Y5 tunate.”

———d

MURALITHARAN
Hair no-balled Muralitharan
seven times for throwing,

was rekindled by Australian
um}glrf Ross Emerson here.

ichardson and West
Indies all-rounder Carl
Hooper were facing Mu-

ralitharan during a three-
over spell when Emerson
called the 23-year-old seven
times for Lhrnwmrg.

Richardson said after the
Windies' seven-wicket win
that he could not understand
why Emerson had no-balled
Muralitharan. particularly
when the Sri Lankan was
switching between off-spin
and leg-spin after his first
over.

‘1 don't know what the
umpire sees but if he sees
that he's throwing it, it's u
to him to call." said Richard-
son, who has defended Mu-

léruns '
STANDINGS
| Stan in the World
Series cricket series
after Sunday’s match (tabu-
late under games played,
won, lost, ts):
Teams G W O Pos
Australia 5 4 1 8
WestIndles 7 3 4 6
Sri Lanka 4 1 3 2

ralitharan's bowling action

before on tour. '
"But | don't really think

that he throws the ball. He

was bowli -breaks and
it's very di t to chuck a
leg-break.”

Richardson said he ad-
mired Muralitharan for con-
tinuing to bowl during the
incident. :

"l feel SO for the
guy. 1 thln%?dm
good cricketer it's really
u:ﬂnrhm-H te.” he said.

"He just kept smil We
it (e MM, Shaet W o
we were relaxed. | just felt

really sorry for him.
%h of us were very dis-
appointed. “It's really unfor-

Meanwhile, a ten-member
International Cricket
Council (ICC) committee,
including India's Sunil
Gavaskar, is to review

cricket's laws on throwing.
The meeting, to take
a

ce in Calcutta, would de-
: te the entire system of de-
e

a fair “h!z a
day ore the the Ils

Eurid Cup starts.on February

‘Mmrdtn; to the the Aus-
tralian news ICC chief
executive Richards had
conceded the debate would

S T
ndependen
wnulgcbe mtnmruh

on {llegitimate actions.

That is an external panel
who could took at a
vld:uur: or look at
information say well, we
think there is a bowler who
has got this particular
problem and this is what
really needs to be done.” the
paper quoted Richards
saying from London.

Describing it as an ideal
group of people to get their
minds around all of this,
Richards said. “The objective
in all of this is to try and as-
sist the players, where there
is that element of doubt, to

the matter rectified be-
ore it gets to the situation of
them

e

Prof M Shahjahan, Vice-Chanceller, BUET, handing over the championship trophy as
chief guest of the inter-faculty cricket competition '95 to the
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captain of the Faculty of

Electrical and Electronics Engineering last Friday at the BUET play ground. — Star photo

Sport

| Sino swimmer |

bch*:E called in interna-
tional cricket.

turns up heat

~ HONG KONG, Jan 7: Han
Xue, a l4-year-old Chinese
swimmer, set a world record

of 31.11 seconds Sunday in

the 50-metre women's
breaststroke at the Epson
World Cup short-course
ition, reports AP.
an broke the previous
short-course record of 31.19
set by Sweden's Louise Karls-
sor in November 1992.
Short-course records can
be set only in 25-metre
pools. :
Britain's Jaime King
placed second in 32.46 sec-
onds, with Sweden's Hanna
Jaltner third in 32.68. |
Swimmers from 14 coun-
tries and Hong Kong com-
peted in the two-day meet at
the Kowloon Park swim
center. It is the first l‘ig o
orld

the eight-meet 1996
&m. : ;
England get
Into quagmire

CAPE TOWN, Jan 7: Eng-

land's tour of South Africa
continued its downhill spiral
on Saturday when they lost
by three wickets to what
was effectively a Western
Province second team in a
day-night 50-over match at
Newlands, reports Reuter.

Playing  all five of their
one-day reinforcements, the
tourists could only ma
-196 all out after winning
o mproved

i bowling and
fielding lay then reduced
WP to 132 for seven, but the
wheels fell off in the last
:'I’F,ht overs as the eighth-

cket pair of Faiek Davids
(55) and Paul' Kirsten (32)

smashed 68 runs to win with |

an over to spare. '

Yorkshire all-rounder
Craig White conceded 18
runs in his last over, which
also turned out to be the last
of the match. Successive
balls were hoisted for four
and six by Davids to put the
issue doubt

Davids hit his runs from just
39 balls with five fours and
two massive sixes. Ironically
he was only in the team be-
cause WP's five current Test

were rested and West
ndian opener Desmond

H-wes is away in Dubai.
icketkeeper Kirsten,
younger brother of Test

opener ., was the ect
foil to the

hitting
utting pressure on the
elders

with scampered
ones and twos.

It had all started so well
for England who looked

capable of defending

their score, articularly
when the recalled Phillip
D:Fn]itu was bcwiirln af
miser openi spell o
eight gmapﬁnr Eg I"I..III:E-.

The support bowlers all
did their bit and none of the
WP batsmen seemed capable
of breaking the stranglehold.
It -looked as though II-Fl.grlglzmacl
would coast home, but an
outbreak of nerves ended
their .

Earlier White had helped
rescue England who had
been reduced to 13 for three
by paceman Meyrick
Pringle’s impressive opening
spell.

White Neil

and

Fairbrother both made 46 |

and added 82 for the fourth
wicket to right the ship. But
only Dermot Reeve (23) and
Jack Russell (29)
contributed down the order
and the door was left
tantalisingly ajar for the
home side.

Graf's fate
hangs in
a machine!

BONN, Jan 7: German in-
vestigators into the tax affairs
of tennis world number one
Steffi Graf are to examine a
machine which may have
forged her signature on tax-
related documents without
her knowledge, Der Spiegel
magazine reported Saturday,
reports AFP.

The investigation could
clear Graf of suspicion that
she was involved in tax fraud.
Her father Peter has been in
jail on remand since the
summer suspected of con-
cealing a of his superstar
dlUﬁhterl earnings, while

has herself faced ques-
tioning from police.

German criminal investi-
gators have determined that
several contracts anb:; tax re-
turns were signed a spe-
cial machine, but, while fﬁ:
Graf f are known to pos-
sess such a machine for
signatures, officials now be-
lieve a second one exists.

Steffi Graf maintains she
knows nothing of a second
machine and expressed sur-
prise that so many of her sig-
m:a:s had ostensibly been

. Splegel said in its lat-
est edition out Monday.

. The magazine suggested
the confusion could nefit
Steffi in the final an s in
that a machine is known te
have -ignad her tax return
for 1993, which concealed 5
million marks (3.5 million
dollars), implying she was
unaware of the d Is of that
claim.

Tax accountants are now
preparing corrected 1993
declaration, according to
Spiegel, ,

Graf is estimated to have
earned some 180 marks (128
million dollars) since tu
professional in 1982, while
only around 25.5 mil-
lion to the German treasury
since 1984,
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Competitors start off the women's 50 metres backstroke

final of the Hong Kong swimming World Cup on Jan 6.

— AFP/UNB photo

. excuse,’

DOHA, Qatar, Jan 7: Little-
known Moroccan Younes el
Aynaoui stunned French
Open champion Thomas
Muster Saturday, beating the
top-seeded Austrian 6-4, 6-4
in the semifinals of the Qatar

Open, reports AP.
El Aynaoui, ranked 110th

i on the ATP Tour computer,
lwill face Czech Petr

orda,
who beat David Prinosil of
Germany 6-7 (4-7), 6-1, 6-3,
in Sunday’s final.

El Aynaoui, who has never

. won a pro title, only got into
' the main draw as a wild card
- after Frenchman Henri Le-
' conte withdrew bedcause of
© an injury.

"I had a slight ankle injury
this week, but that's not an
said the third-
ranked Muster, the onl
E:Ed player in the scmlfi-

Despite the loss, Muster
sounded unimpressed with
the 24-year-old El Aynaoul
saying he was too dependent
on his serve.

“It's not bad reaching a fi-
nal with just a serve to rely
on,"” said El Aynaoui, who had
12 aces and has lost only one
service game all week. "I
played better and faster. I
controlled the game and

made the points. I don't
think he was badly injured.”

Korda, who enters Sun-
day's final with a distinct ad-
vantage of hHaving won six
ATP Tour titles, blamed his
first-set loss to Prinosil on
his racket.

' babwe in Sunday's singles

Unheralded nfl-rnundcr ‘

avids. _

%

Kafelnikov beats

r 8] ADELAIDE, Jan
7: Top seed Yev-
gﬂg“ Kafelnikov
of Russia scored
a thn:t-saé vic-
tory over Byron
Elg:k of Zim- 8

nal of the US 328.000 dollars
Australian Hardcourt tennis
championships at Memorial
Drive. r AP.

Kaflelnikov defeated No. 8
seed Black 7-6 (7-0), 3-6, 6-
1 to win the event for the
second time in three years.

Kafelnikov, who is ranked
sixth in the world, struggled
in the second set before lift-

ing to seal the win.

The Russian said, he had
taken time to adjust to the
Centre Court temperature of
30 de Celsius after play-
ing all but one of his previous
matches of the tournament
in the evening.

"The heat was
affecting me. 1 didn't have
enough
conditions,” Kafelnikov said.

"1 felt
end of the first set. 1 still
don't know how | won that

really

matches during those
pretty bad at the-

set, but if I had lost it then it
might have been a different
story.

"l thought Byron was more
fresh than me and he was
hitting some good shots from
the baseline.

"Early in the third set I
started to think 'this is the
final, put everything you can
do into these 20 minutes’
which I did."

The 20-year-old said, the
win had boosted his chances
of success at the Australian
Open later this month,

"But to win a grand slam
you have to win seven five-set
matches — it's not that easy,
I'm telling you." he said.

Black, a doubles expert
whose singles ranking has
lifted to 40th, said his effort
in winning the second set
had cost him energy in the
final set.

"l felt pretty good in the
second set coming back, and
then I could really fell him
step it up a notch in the
third set and I just couldn't

~match him.” Black said.

1 think he was saving his

energy a bit for the third. He
got the early break and he
never really looked back, he
really got his confidence back
and started really teeing off
out there, .

"l couldn't keep up with
him at the end. He was really
running me around and he
really had the feel."

Kafelnikov earned US
43.427 dollars for his win.
while Black collected US
26,247 dollars his first

H. -
pearance in an ATP Tour K- .

nal.

The top seeded Australian
pairing of Mark Woodforde
and Todd Woodbridge de-
lighted the crowd by winni
the doubles final 7-5, 7-6 (7-

over Sweden's Jonas

4)

Eylurkman and Tommy Ho of
the United States 7-5, 7-6
(7-4).

The 32-draw tournament,
contested on synthetic Re-
bound Ace courts, is one of a
series of tournaments lead
ua lo the Australian
whi

ch begins Jan. 15 at the
Tennis Center_ i .

National
Meibourfie.

\
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M PERTH. Australia,
Jan 7: The Hop-
man  Cup team
tennis champion-
ship ended with
Marc -Rosset in

hospital and Martina Hingis

in tears as Croatia celebrated

a bizarre victory.

Rosset injured his right
hand punching an advertising
board after the Swiss team
squandered four champi-
onship points in the 10th

ame of the final set of the
ecisive mixed doubles, re-
port agencies.

He layed two more
oints, both of which the
wiss won, before the pain

forced him to forfeit.

The Olympic champion
now may miss next week's
Peters International tourna-
ment in Sydney and the Aus-
trallan Open, which begins
on Jan 15 in Melbourne.

He left for Sydney on
Sunday moming with the in-
jured hand in a splint.

"1 know | shouldn't have
done that,” a rueful Rosset
sald after the match. "It's
hard to explain how sorry |
feel. but sometimes it's tough
to control (yourself)."

The Croatian combination
of Goran Ivanisevic and Iva
Majoli trailed Rosset and
Martina Hingis 3-6, 7-6 (7-
4). 5-5. 0-30 when Rosset
signalled that he would not
continue.

Hingis earlier defeated
Majoli 6-3, 6-0 in the open-
ing women's singles before
Ivanisevic defeated Rosset 7-
6 (B-6), 7-5 in the men's sin-
gles to level the contest.

The victo was bitter-
sweet for Ivamfisevic and Ma-
joli, the tournament's top
seeds who had wanted to win

Rosset's

-

the eight-nation round-robin
event for their war-torn
country.

Ivanisevic expressed sym-
pathy for Rosset, a close
personal friend.

‘This sort of thing can
onlv happen when Marc is
playing.” he said.

vanisevic also offered

.Some advice to Rosset.

“You smash your racket,

not your hand," he said.

sset was also warned by
the umpire for racket abuse
during the mixed doubles as
players [rom both sides
showed thejr frustration fol-
lowing mistakes.

Majoli narrowly missed an
official when she threw her
racket in disappointment
after an error on her part
gave the Swiss the first set.

"It doesn't feel like vic-
tory. It was a half win," said
Ivanisevic afterwards. .

Rosset and Ivanisevic
thundered down 35 aces
between them during their
closely-fought singlts%::atﬂ:.

The Swiss man won two
games — one in either set —
entirely with aces.

Ivanisevic eventually won
the duel in a flurry of power-
ful shots. taking the last
three game of the match.

Hingis had Majoli gasping
for breath as she hit winners,
both forehand and backhand,
to sail through the last nine
games of their match.

The slightly built Swiss
confirmed her dramatic rise
in women's tennis with her
fourth straight win in her
first Hopman Cup.

Hingis and Ngtjoli. doubles
partners on tour, had played
each other just once before —
in an exhibition match in
France which Hingis won.

Dr Gerard Taylor of St

trouble

John of God Hospital told
tournament organisers the
initial X-rays were inconclu-
sive but that he believed Ros-
set had fractured a small
bone at the base of his little
finger.

He said Rosset will need
to undergo a bone scan in
Sydney on Monday once the
swelling around the Injury
has subsided.

Rosset received treatment
for the injury after the 10th
game of the doubles. The
Swiss pair won the first two

oints of the 11th game but

sset then walked to the
sidelines and signalled his
surrender.

Ivanisevic and Majoli
shared 150,000 US dollars
while Rosset and 15-year-old
Hingis earned US 75,000
dollars.

Olympic tennis champion
Marc Rosset, however, could
face a severe penalty for his
extraordinary display of fury.

Tournament
McNamee gave the warnin
Sunday as the two-metre (7ft,
7 in) tall Swiss player nursed
the right hand he injured.

McNamee said : "It was
such a great final until then
that it was an awful anti-cli-
max that Marc should do in
his hand so badly.”

"l have been around ten-
nis for more than 20 years
and [ have not seen anything
like this happen before.
Frankly, 1 am still in shock."

McNamee said the great-
est [;‘Enalt}r for Rosset was
that he was not able to con-
tinue and possibly guide his
country to victory.

"He did the wrong thing,
but he has paid a hefty

rice, and that may not be
e end of the damage.” he

v 51 SYDNEY, Jan 7:

' B Top seeds Gor-
an Ivanisevic an-
d Richard Kraj-
icek both face
tough first-rou-
nd matches at the Peters
International tennis tourn-
ament — the final lead up
event to the Australian Open,
reports AP.

Ivanisevic, the No |1 seed
who Saturday led Croatia to
victory In the Hopman Cup
final in Perth, faces German
David Prinosil in the 670,500
US dollars tournament,
which starts Monday.

Second-seeded Krajicek
meets Canadian-born Briton
Greg Rusedski in a match be-
tween two of the hardest
serving players in the sport.

Left-hander Ivanisevic
won all four of his es
matches at the Hopman Cup
and is happy with his form,
while Prinosil reached the
semifinals of the Qatar Open
in Doha.

Tough tasks for

. "1 played well all week in
Perth. but that doesn't mat-
ter if | lose in the first round
in Sydney or Melbourne.”
sald Ivanisevic, winner of last
month's Grand Slam Cup iIn
Munich.

Dutchman Krajicek was
forced to withdraw from the
Hopman Cup with a muscle
injury to his upper right arm
he believes in link to an
earlier neck Injury.

He will need to be at his
best against Rusedski, who
made the quarterfinals at the
Australian Hardecourt cham-
l:niu:uhi s in Mtlﬂd;fr before
osing to top see evgen
Kafelnikov. = gl

Armaud Boetsch of France,
seeded third, faces Australian
wild card entry Richard
Fromberg, while No 5 seed
Todd Martin of the United
States Is drawn to play
Martin Sinner of Germany.

Marc Rosset of Switzer-
land. the No 4 seed, is drawn
to play Karol Kucera of

top seeds

Czechoslovakia in the first
round but could be forced to
withdraw after suffering a
hand injur when he
punched an advertising board
during the Hopman Cup final.

Chilean ace Marcelo Rios,
one of the hottest new stars
in the game, is seeded No 8

and faces Italian Renzo Furlan
i1 his opener.

Three-time Australian
Open champion Monica Se-
les, who has not played since
losing to Steffi Graf in the fi-

nal ol last year's US Open, is
the top seed in the women's
singles. but has a first round

bye

—

The tournament, which
features a 32-draw men's
event and 28-draw women's.
event, will be played on Re-
bound Ace, the same “"l‘r:l-
thetic surface that is at
the Australian

. which
begins Jan 15 m%arm.

the heat

irector Paul |

;

=5



