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Govt Must Clarify

A respected leading Bangla daily carried a
story on Saturday, based on some sources, al-
leging serious economic irregularity and im-
propriety in the purchase and use of a heli-
copter. There cannot be any question about
the seriousness of the issue. It cannot be
made a short shrift of by any stretch of the
imagination. Because it has pointed accusing
fingers at the top executive office of the
country, the government must come out clean
on the issue — if not for anything else, at least
for the sake of accountability.

Now that the question has been raised that
one of the two helicopters originally on the
list of purchase for relief work with the
money donated by the International Commi-
ttee of Red Cross/Red Crescent (ICRC), has
been allegedly diverted for the prime
minister's use, the government should feel
obliged to make a clear public statement on
the whole affair. And immediately at that.

The issue concerns the prestige not only of
the prime minister's office but also of the na-
tion as a whole. Clarifications as to what has
really happened are necessary both for the
highest executive office's accountability to the
people and for a credible image before the
donors who made the money available for the
purchase of two helicopters meant for relief
work. If the government keeps silent for a
long period, people may start thinking that
some wrong-doing had taken place which we
believe can be avoided with the government
clearing the air forthwith.

As the report points not only to misuse of
the donor's fund but also gross financial
irregularity in the procurement of the two
helicopters, the implications and reactions
both at home and abroad can be far-reaching.
No government can be unresponsive to a
matter so sensitive and delicate as this one,
That is why, we repeat, the government must
clarify its position at the earliest and set the
records straight.

Admission Rush

Dhaka City is now in the grip of an
admission fever. This seems to be a perennial
problem. There are two key sources of this
problem. One, the very much inadequate
number of schools. Two, a widely-held belief
of there being good and bad schools, of better
and even best schools, backed by the fact of
the unevenness of the quality of teaching and
other educational practices and facilities of
the various schools.

From a free-for-all at the first level to the
somewhat controlled secondary stage — the
transition creates both quantitative and quali-
tative aerobatics. The poor kids! Perhaps their
parents are even more unfortunate — for it is
they who do the shuttling between the
schools and have to pose as if money was
never a problem with them:

There are 24 government-run high schools
in the city and about 31 private ones. If all of
these enrol about a thousand apiece — that is
more than a hundred for a class — that comes
to meeting about a wee little part of the total
need for seats in a city having a 80-lakh-plus
population.

Schools would anyhow proliferate under
sheer pressure of demand but this must not
happen outside of a well-thought-out design.
The design should aim at ensuring quality
and, not any less importantly, equitable spatial
distribution. With many schools catching up
with the leaders in quality, rushing the few
top schools would lessen. More effective
would be the situation when school
authorities would admit pupils only from the
area these are located in — and not on a basis
of donation power. Then also insisting on the
merit of seven or eight-year olds for
admission is a grotesque and anti-education
ploy the top schools have been practising in
Dhaka over the years.

Let us then have more schools, far more
than we have now. And let them be spaced
equitably throughout the city. And we want
better schools with teachers teaching compe-
tently —— and with love — in the classrooms
and not asking for the lessons to be done at
home.

‘Horrific End of Purnima

Purnima Rani was only 17. She was kid-
napped a few days back from her village home
in Nandapur, Dinajpur. Her body was later
found dangling from a tree in a jungle close to
the village. It bore marks of beating and other
forms of torture. When police came to take
the body for post-mortem to Dinajpur town, it
is reported that the villagers pooled some
1300 taka and gave it to the police to arrange
for her cremation.

That is part one of the remarkable story.
Part two is even more remarkable. The Dina-
jpur morgue is a three-sided thing and for
three days jackals, swines and dogs made a
feast of her body. The sight was too much for
the tokais who took out a protest procession
and gheraoed the civil surgeon's office.

In the third part of the story we have two
recommendations from the Dinajpur resi-
dents. One, there must be a regular morgue
with four walls and dissections of all kinds
made away from people's view and out of the
reach of the necrophagous beasts.

Two, the RMO of the hospital has said
there is no way Hindu bodies can be disposed
of in the way Anjuman-e-Mufidul Islam does
the Muslim bodies. A body should be formed
by the Hindu citizens or whoever on the lines
of the Anjuman.

ﬂ
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his disciples to go even to
China to attain wisdom.
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In Search of Elysium

Although the success rate is modest, we are moving towards the right direction. In her inau-
gural speech, the Prime Minister has rightly focused on the supreme necessity of spread of
kmwledge,eﬂ‘lmmnceafinteﬂectwu!,at:weaﬂ, the need for universal literacy.

N his Dwine Comedy
Dante consigned bolh
Cassius and Brutus to the
lowest rung of Hell: they

betrayed a [riend Julius Cae-
sar rather than their country

Rome. A true [riend is rare in
this world: the nearest we
can reach tdwards that goal is
friendship with a good book
— or a good piece of writing.
Learning is given premium

in every known religion and

hilosophy. The word Bible is
rom the Greek word Biblos

meaning book. and our sa-
cred book, the Quran in Ara-
bic means reading.
whole process of achieving
Nirvana, the State of Enlight-
enment,
Kuts highest emphasis on

In the

Gautama Buddha

. Prophet Muhammad
on Him) exhorted

arni

When the Roman Empire

was demonised with attacks
by the Barbarians — Goths
and Huns — the monasteries
took over
scholarship and learning
cluding the preservation of
the rarest manuscripts. They
not only preserved learning.
they
monasteries
rigour and discipline into
seats of learning
dred years. When even Em-
peror Constantine and his
successors had to flee Rome
and seek the relative calm in
the
Bizantium, the Abbeys and
monasteries like the Abbey of

the domain of
. 1n-

the
ils

transformed
through

for six hun-

Eastern metropolis of

Monte Cassino were workin
in preserving and spread o
knowledge throughout the
Middle Aﬁ%tﬂ. Umberto Eco,
the Semioties guru, de-
scribed in his classic: "The
name of the Rose, how the
monasteries in the Dark Ages
forward, inter
alia, the torch of civilisation.
Monasteries dominated edu-

cation and scholarship and

naturally great universities
heﬁan as colleges of theology
and divinity."

In the 16th and 17th cen-
tury England, great efforts
were made to go nd the
Bible of King James | and en-
ter the larger and liberal
world of teaching: Renais-
sance was slow in coming to
England. Francis Bacon and

Milton both were working to
bring knowledge.
books and printing, to t

doorsteps of the masses:
“Knowledge is a rich store-
house for the
creator and the relief of
man's estate” — thus Bacon
exhorted the common . read-
ers, while Milton, dismayed
at the power of the censors,
stated:
uniformity and monotony —

thmuﬁh
[ =

lory of the

"Censorship means

After all, the printing

while rulers of
Muslims cocooned

wave of learning fast,

and they mean spiritual
death”. He gifted us the Are-
opagitica and said: "Where
there is much desire to learn
there, of necessity will be
much arguing, much writing
and many opinions: for opin-
ion in good men is knowil-
edge in the making.”

In South Asia, as early as
the 10th centu BC the
Vedas and Upanis played
a significant role in carrying
the torch of knowledge up to
the modern age. The word it-
self means sitting down (at
another's feet), in order to
obtain spiritual truth. The
poetry and emotion of Kali-
dasa s Sangskrit drama,
Shakuntala parallels the po-
etry and emotion of the tradi-
tion of the attic Greek drama.

The Eastern tradition has
always encouraged learning.
press
was invented in China, like

gunpowder in Turkey. Wher-
eas the Ottoman sultans in

ENCHIRIDION

Waliur Rahman

Turkey used fireworks to
impress foreign ambassadors
in the court 'of the magnifi-
cent sultans.,' the Chinese
and/or the Indians could
hardly make good use of the
printing press. The Euro-

ans took advantage of this
nowledge and through the
Oriental technology, they
brought religious books, to
begin with, within easy reach
of the masses.

The colonial masters in
India were more concerned
with imparting education to
suit their needs. The Persian
introduced by the Moghuls,
left widespread influence on
both Hindus and Muslims.
The British Raj used English,
their court language. in place
of Persian, very selectively.
Whereas the Hindus, easily
took to English. the erst-
India. the
them-
selves in a huff. In the new
the
South Asian countries are
making moves for adult liter-
acy at a breakneck speed
with differing results.
Whereas Kerala, the southern
state of India, has attained
almost 100 per cent literacy.
the rest of India.is making
bold effort to attain that goal..

Literacy is essential in lift-
ing a nation quickly to im-
prove the quality of life. .

™

dom of Beng
down their precious lives to

The

Ahmed Sukarno within
days of Indonesian ind
dence. spent a lion's share of
the bu on education. To-
day. Indonesia can claim al-
most 100 per cent literacy.
Malaysia is closely following.
In South Asia, Sri Lanka has
achieved phenomenal suc-
cess in education. With a
bloody civil war on hand, Sri
Lanka's achievement, in so-
cio-economic field, is amply
reflected in the UNDP hand
book on HRD 1994 /95.

In Bangladesh, we are
making considerable efforts
to impart universal education
to our population. Although
the success rate is modest,
we are moving towards the
right direction. In her inau-

ural speech, the Prime

inister has rightly focused
on the supreme necessity of
spread of knowledge, efflo-
rescence of intellect and,
above all, the need for uni-
versal literacy. The Frankfurt

Book Fair and that in Torino
keeps the light on in Europe.

¢ book fair, inspired by
National Book Centre, with

international participation, is
a useful concourse blish-
ers and printers. Although

English books and its attrac-
tions dominate the show,
Bengali books are also show-

ing good appearance. It is, of
course, not as universal as

the Ekushey Boil Mela, organ- -
ised by the Bangla Academy,
to commemorate the martyr-
alees who laid

secure recognition for our
mother tongue, Bangla, a
unique event in the history of
nation-building. The Ekushey
Mela gave impetus to writers
and readers, and printers of
Bangladesh, and brought
books at a discount price to
the readers. The present
mk fair shows no[way to
er participation print-
publishers and allows
readers of Bangladesh to

come face to face with books

they would otherwise not see.

Bengali classics along
with those in English includ-
ing translations from other

: Jlaanguagcn should be intro-

uced at a more reasonable
price. Years ago no library
worth its name would be
complete without the Greek
and Latin classics, Samuel

Sir, The Bosnian peace
agreement was signed on
14th December '95 at the El-

Palace in Paris. This may
termed as the very agree-
ment, peace lmrm% people
had been waiting for long
four : -
I welcome this war-ending
agreement, but I can't wel-
come F!t wiH:] ;ltl;lch satisfac-
tion. For | e Hﬁfer_mcnt
nothing new and different
from the Owens-Vans formula
which was rejected by the
Bosnian Muslims and hence
the whole world. The US-
brokered Dayton cement
might be ¢ historic and

President Bill Clinton and his

western counterparts could
be thanked for that, but the
l::rescnt agreement is un-
ikely to brl{ﬁ]about perma-
nent peace. Why?

(a) First, there is a painful
lack of justice in the ee-
ment. It will provide the in-
vador-Serbs, having only 30
per cent of the population,
with - 51 per cent of land
while 70 per cent Muslim-
Croats will get only 49 per
cent of land. So, however, it
may sound, it is not at all
what we call justice.

(b) Second, the Serbs will
share Sarajevo, but has there
been any reference that the
Muslims and the Croats will
have the similar right on any
one of the Serb-held cities?

(c) Finally and fatally, the
agreement failed to guarantee
the trial of the war-criminals.
And as it is comprehended
from their benefactors' side
that they had been set scot-
free in a roundabout way. The
agreement only says, "No
war-criminals will be allowed
to hold office in new Bosnia."
But the question is, who, ac-
cording to the agreement,
are the war-criminals? And
what does new Bosnia mean?
Actually there is no stron
indication in the agreemen
that Radovan Karadjic or his
generals are the war-crimi-
nals, who have already been
tried and sentenced by the
world at large.

Besides this, if they are
the criminals, their only pun-
ishment is that they will not

be allowed to hold office and
nothing more. Will anybody
call it a punishment for these
infamous war criminals?
Well, if the world-leaders
force us to call it so, | am

- ﬁ?lﬁm tell the world, "Don't

50,000 innocent -
ple, don't make two on
people homeless and don't
rape thousands of women,
because all these will make

u unfit for holding offices

future!” And I dare to re-
mind the leaders that the
root-cause of the Second
World War had been sleepin
in the womb of the secon
Verssi accord only for 20

years.

Razzak Raza
165, S M Hall
Dhaka University

Promotion of
bankers

Sir, There is no uniform
promotion policy for the post
of general manager (GM) in
the Nationalised Commercial
Banks (NCBs), Development
Financial Institutions (DFls)
and the Bangladesh Krishi
Bank.

The management of
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank and
Shilpa Rin tha consider
the promotion of the general
manager as per their own
policy. The Bangladesh Bank
too arranges the promotion
of its executive director
which is equivalent to GM of
other banks. Previously,
Bangladesh Krishi Bank
(B used to promote the
general manager at its own
accord. Now House Buildin
Finance Corporation (HBFC
has got its own policy. But in
case of NCBs and other spe-
cialised banking institutions,
the Ministry of Finance re-
cently arranged interview to
consider promotion to the
post of general manager. The
ministry constituted promo-
tion committee comprising
non-banking personnel. The
committee interviewed the
candidates for five to ten
minutes and evaluated the
experience of bankers who
are above 50 and have got
experience of minimum 30

- years. No one can assess the

performance of an experi-
enced man in such an inter-
view. These aged people can-
not give prompt answers like
a BCS examination candidate.
The bankers also do not get
enough time to study.

The Ministry of Finance
always arranges interviews as
per its sweet will. Again if
selected to be in the panel,
the candidates have to wait
for one year or more. Mean-

while they may retire or even
die. The ministry is attaching
importance to the academic
degrees. The old bankers
cannot win in the race if ed-
ucational qualification is
counted. In Europe and the
USA nce is much
counted. Very few of their
bankers are degree holders
of Harvard University or Lon-
don School of Economics.
The government has given
romotion to some senior
1 BCS officers on the basis

of SSB report.
Then why d}edputy gen-
eral managers (DGMs) should

be interviewed for motion
to the post of GM? The im-
portance of efficiency has

been argued by the World
Bank and other rele-
vant bodies. How the effi-
ciency will develop if promo-

tion is not given the right
time for groom up? s
year, 107 DGMs hdve been

interviewed. Out of them,
only 25 DGMs have been rec-
ommended for promotion to
the post of GM. Many suitable
candidates did- not get any

recommendation for promo- .

tion. Most of the eandidates
were bewildered with the
nature of questions. We re-
quest the honourable Prime
Minister to intervene and re-
consider promotion of all the
interviewed candidates.

Touhid Alam

Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank

Head Office, Rajshahi

Our fate

Sir, I am much afraid
to see the present condition
of our country. What is Egoing
on in this country? Every
morning when | see the
newspaper, | become aston-
ished to read the news of
murders. Eve{hy day this is
ha g in the broad day-

. Are we living in a bar-
baric place? When the whole
world is trying to maintain
peace in this beautiful world,
then we have started a chaos
without any sensible reason.

Nowadays hartal is a
common phenomenon in our
country. It is a human right
in a democratic country. But |
want to pose a question to
the leaders who call hartals,
that how many of our ple
observe hartals from their
heart. We are being forced to
make hartal successful. It is
dangerous to go out of the
house during hartal time.
Picketers are very active on
the days of hartal. | am not
blaming them. They get
money from the political

arties for picketing. They

reak the glasses of the cars,
destroy the rickshaws etc. Is
it also a human right?

Our political parties are

| Turkey

Johnson, Gibbon and Jane
Austen. Today we should
permit readers of our country
to have, in addition. a Tagore,
Nazrul, or Shamsur Rahman.

Books. good books, are
necessary to enrich our soul.
As Carlyle said: "the good of a
book is not the facts that can
be got out of it, but the kind
of resonance that it awakes in
our own minds. . .” the reso-
nance not only for the soul
but also about the tradition of
yourself and your country and
its culture, its civilisation.
And a civilisation without
tradition, as Sinclair Lewis
puts beautifully., in Babbit,
would degenerate into amus-
ing itself only with rubbish.
And Ekushey Boi Mela goes a
way (o meet that
desideratum: the Bangla
Academy assemblage of pub-
lishers, printers and books
quintessentially represent-
tnﬁ. by and large, our national
ethos evolved through the
historic symbiosis of the
blood of the martyrs of 1952
Language Movement and the
memory of the three million
dead during our glorious War
of Liberation. It is a pride
that you achieve only in a
millennium. it is a tradition
that is bequeathed only to the
bravest, it is an enlighten-
ment. incandescent with cul-
ture and tradition of a people
with a thousand-year-history,
in which men, women and
children, Iirrespective of
caste, creed and religion, so
long as they are Bengalees,
commingle with each other,
transforming the mela into a

at concourse of freedom-
oving and language-loving
humanity.

That's how books and
book fairs are so Important
for us, parlh:ulnrlﬁf for those
in 'salad days still in green

judgement’ so (hat one can

decipher chalf [rom sub-
stance. {llusion from reality.
And the search for Elysium

goes on...

CORRIGENDUM
In the last week’s col-
wnn (January 1) the words
"mrl wings” in the second
of second para should
be read “put wings”, the
word “gravitative” in the

q
and the word “plimsoll”

should be put between the
words “the” and “line” in
the thirteenth line of

%2 printing errors are
etted. | .

doing these for their own in-
terest. Their activities before
the election is alarming.
If they show this type of
schedules round the year, our
country will prosper soon!
Their aim should be to build
our coun and not to do
nasty politics. After 24 years
of independence we cannot
make our main problems
solved. At this moment it is
very important for the gov-
ernment to end the present
political crisis. As [ am a stu-
dent | think student politics
must, be stopped. Our politt-
cal titans are trying to de-

stroy our young generation.

They send their children
abroad saying that our educa-
tional system is contami-
nated, whereas in their draw-
ing rooms students are wait-
ing for their command to
murder someone or destroy
something. A request to our
l&:muiah e leaders li: that

ey not engage the stu-
dents for their own. interest.
Please take them as your son

not as your stooge.
Mirzapur Cadet College
Mirzapur

#

The Turkish
introspection

Sir, How Europe treats
: Imﬁi hng the Turkish
people look at Europe
important than how they look
at themselves and their soci-
ety. and the new world order
in the next century. Turkey
so long sought the more pro-

ssive Eu camp, may

for economic reasons. Man
c;unm‘befur: any man-made

A Husnain
Dhalaa

Whizzkid

Sir, I have taken part in
almost all the WHIZZKID
competitions. | regret to say
that although all my answers
were correct. I have not won
prizes even once. | have also
noticed that prizes are
limited to a few schools. | am
writing to bring the matter to
your notice. | hope you will
take effective action.

Md Khalid Mahfuz
A reader, Dhaka

Prize winners are picked
by lottery. Interested persons
may be present every Friday
at 9.00 pm to witness the
draw.

— Editor

is less

The Ball is in

Hasina's Court

by Muhammad Anisur Rahman

had to summon some
courage (o write this, for
the subject is so sensit-

., and | may be so easily
misundersit . But I felt 1
should still try to commu-
nicate whatever my thoughts
are as a concerned citizen, in
the nation's hour of great
crisis.

The clock is ticking. The
countdown may be said to
have started. and somebody
may have set a time bomb to
f:;glndf: at some hour in
February. What should a sane
leader of the opposition do?

Pleas have been made un-
successfully to the Prime
Minister to give the nation a

ft — a decisive step toward

ealthy democracy in the
form of a practice of general
elections under non-party
governments for succession
of periods. The Prime Minis-
ter has refused, thereby ad-
mitting in effect that she
cares more for the partisan
interests of her party than for
the nation, and that she sees
the chances for herself and
her party in the coming gen-
eral elections uncomfortably
uncertain under a non-parti-
san %g::rgmcnt, Whatever it
may be, her response seems
now to be final, and it ap-
Ecarl that elections will be

eld under BNP premiership
whether the major opposi-
tion parties participate or
not

The ball is now in Sheikh
Hasina's court. with a provo-
cation of the first order This
is a real test of her leader-
ship. and she is expected to
play the ball in the ultimate
interest of the nation and of
the cause of democracy.

What Sheikh Hasina has
been saying, alongwith the
other opposition parties, is
that an election except under
a non-party head o ern-
ment will resisted at all
costs. This has the simple but
dreadful implication that, if
her professed resistance suc-
ceeds, the nation will be
plunged into a breakdown of
the constitutional order and
hence into a frightful disor-
der. A constitutional state
will no longer exist. Nor do
we Iimmediately see any
‘revolutionary party” ready to
seize to give us a state
of a different "breed” alto-
gether. We should, therefore,
expect (o see a state of anar-
chy devoid of any legal refer-
ence whatsoever, or a seizure
of "central” power by some
organized anti-social or

{ otherwise undesirable quar-

ter imposing its own "law” on
the society. One would ho
that Sheikh Hasina, the
daughter of a legendary
leader who loved the coun
so much, would not
disintegrate with such a ball
in her court, and play it so
recklessly as to become the
immediate cause of such a
havoc for the nation.

One is, indeed, reminded
of the famous Cuban missile
crisis when Krushchev de-
cided to sacrifice the Soviet
ego and withdraw his mis-

es to save mankind from a
nuclear havoc when Kennedy
pushed him to face this
choice. The whole world

hailed this not as an act of
defeat but of statesmanship of
the highest quality. On a
smaller plane the challenge

for Sheikh Hasina to prove
her statesmanship qualities is
similar. She may have the
power to cause a collapse of
the constitutional order, but
she does not win anything by
such a move, least of all pro-
mote the cause of democracy
for which she has struggled
and sacrificed so much.

Sheikh Hasina. therefore,
may wish to reconsider her
stand to resist the elections
and agree to participate, even
if elections are held under a
government headed by a
member of the ruling party,
putting down the condition
that every polling centre and
its vote counting process bhe
observed by institutional in-
ternational observers such as
representatives of the United
Nations and or the Common-
wealth Secretariat in addition
to representatives of the na-
tion's own civil organizations
(eg registered NGOs, teach-
ers associations. educational
institutions, women's bodies,
Grameen Bank representa-
tives, and the media). The
Prime Minister might not
want to agree even to such
conditions. but the genuine-
ness of such a position might
evoke enough support na-
tionally and internationally to
bring out the statesman in
her as well. And a decision on
this may perhaps be taken by
the Election Commissioner
on his own authority. And
whatever may be the outcome
of the elections under such
terms, Sheikh Hasina could
emerge from out of this with
a great plus to her credit as a
statesman., and this could
only enhance her standing as
a leader of the nation
whether immediately coming
into er or not.

eyes are now focussed
on Sheikh Hasina. She has
announced her resolve to re-
sist the elections unless con-
ducted under a non-part
overnment, and has ask

e nation to be behind her
in this resistance. But she has
not told the nation how it
should face the comnsequent
disorder, and what kind of
leadership she herselfl would
provide in this respect,
should she succeed in her fi-
nal confrontation with the
state. One would hope that
she would pause a little, and
consider that the cause of
dﬁmncrac}r which hshch is
championing may be best
serve_tr at this stage, given the
sad intransigence of the
other party, hﬁ buying time
for it rather than acting to
blow it up to pieces just be-
cause victory is not immedi-
ale.

And Sheikh Hasina may
have to decide to act alone
now. Her main political allies
in her struggle for a fair
election, ironically, have little
to lose, perhaps something to
gain, if the time bomb ex-
plodes. If one had assessed
that one needs to compro-
mise even with anti-inde-
Fendcm:: and communal
orces to win people's voting
rights, then a tactical with-
drawal from a strat of all-
out confrontation when this
might unlg’rdeatrny without
any the cause, could
also be a compromise worthy
of consideration by any re-
sponsible leadership.
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What a Cut

ens for Tax Justice, nobody has any idea exactly
what kind of deduction to expect. But we are becoming
ss is more confused.
I conducted a survey on how people planned to spend
into effect.

HE big tax cut that we are all waiting
! as big as everyone thinks. According to the Citiz

more cautious as

their cut if the tax plan
William Byrd said, “I'm go
ah} McDonald's. It's something
n

bracket so [ don't

fhink

Irving X,

ush bumper sticker.

Not all the tax benefits will
plastic shopping bags and frozen

Jefl Legum said, "My kid goes to college, and if | get my
tax cut I'm going to treat him to a hot meal for lunch.” :

There is tremendous excitement over the new tax bill
people will be affected.

Lisa Farrell is undecided about whether to bu
token with it or a first-class stamp from the

Brad Blank, on the other hand,

since so man

to a toll booth on the New Jer

Everyone is in agreement that they can all use the

monev — somehow.

Herman Rebhan confided,
much of a break as those in the top bracket because the
earned their money the hard way
share because | would like to
purchase a fly swatter with it. | believe that the more fly
swatters you own, the better chance
vernment out of the fly-swatting

reall
bonds. But [ still want my

the
The new tax bill
schoolchildren although

will

will not be affected by
can

or 10
increased, but they deserve it

Some computers predict that the tax cut for most
people will amount to 69 cents a day which should change
every man. woman and child in
otch Lape

the econom
America wit

by providin
one roll of

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and

UNB

time, but my family budget couldn’t handle it."

mond Gascoigne Thompson said, "I'm in the lower
mega bucks. Whatever [ get I'm
to put into a shoeshine. It's a safe investment, and |
the Republicans would approve of it.”

urg told me that if he got
ve it to the Republican Party in exchange for a George

no one knows how much. So ex-
perts say that there will be enough to purchase a pair of
sneakers, while others believe that it will provide every
child with his or her own Frisbee.

The tax foundation reports that 68 million households
the cut although wealthy investors
expect a needed break. This is as it should be
At the same time 13 million middle class households,
percent of the work force. will have their taxes

for may not be

to buy a bag of French fries
ve been wanting to do for a

a tax cut he would

go for luxuries such as
yogurt.

a bus
post olfice.
plans to give his tax cut .
Turnpike.

‘'l don't expect to get as

in stocks an

u have of keeping
usiness .’
provide allowances

for




