WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,

BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR!I GREEN, .
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE BE ik NG

OF DIFFERENT TYPES

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
1989, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA_

605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM 861985

TEL

VOL. V NO. 343 REGD. NO. DA 781

Hohday
The offices of The Daily
star will remain closed
today [(Saturday) on the
occasion ol Holy Shab-e-
Barat.

Therefore. there will
be no i1ssue of the
newspaper 1OMOTTOW
[5unday[.

—Inside Today

Article
Economists on
the Economies of
Mastani
Column: Beneath the

| Surface
by Abdul Bayes
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Crimes, public services
and national accoun-
ting; For containing the
desertification process;
and Gallery Events '95:
Playing an active role
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International

France to wrap up N-

tests in South Pacific
by end of Feb

Talks with Syria may
I lead to early polls in

Israel: Peres
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Business

DSE review: Year's
first week witnesses
dull trading
Pakistan overcomes
_major impedsment to
sale of UBL
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| Dhaka Day by Day

Giving amdani a
Chance
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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina visits
Seba Ashram

TUNGIPARA Jan 5
Awaml League president
Sheikh Hasina here today

visited Bashuria Ral Rashra :

Seba Ashram which was re-
portedly ransacked by is
creanls recently Hasina was
received by Chief Caretaker
of the Ashram. reports UNgs
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AL team urges President

The Awami League yester-
day requested President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas to advise
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to step down
immediately to facilitate
holding of the next general
elections under a caretaker
government.

The request was made by
AL stalwarts Amir Hossain
Amu. Tofael Ahmed and Mo-
hammad Nasim who called
on the President yesterday
evening at the Bangabhaban.

At the hour-long meeting,
the AL leaders apprised the

ABU DHABI. Jan 5: Teen-
age boys from Bangladesh and
other Asian countries kicked
and caned camel backs to
spur the animals into win-
ning position in the richest
desert race in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). reports
AFP.

Hundreds of boys, aged
between 10 and 15, were
competing this week in the
‘Grand Zayed Race’ for the
camel owners, who included
top Sheiks and desert
bedouins from the UAE and
neighbouring Gulf Arab states.

The week-long race.
lannched on Sunday. was
named after UAE President
Shetkh Zayed ibn Sultan al-
Nahayan, who donated 10
million dirhams (2.7 million

Ask PM to
step down

Star Report

President of the latest politi-
cal situation in the country
and requested him to exer-
cise his ‘constitutional pow-
€rs.

"We told the President to
exercise his authorities and
request the PM to step
down,” said Mohammad
Nasim, Organising Secretary
of the AL.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, he said that they
reminded the President of
his powers under which he
asked the PM to continue in
office for the interim period

dollars) and luxury cars for
the top winners.

"The prize is the biggest
in a camel race in the UAE. It
shows the president's com-
mitment to the fevival of trd-
ditions.” a UAE official said.

Slim boys. tanned from
the desert sun, appeared on
state-run television waving
canes and kicking camiels as
they attempted to win the
race, which includes several
rounds with a distance of 10
kilometres (6.2 miles) each.

Most of the camel
in the UAE and other oil-rich
Gulf nations are brought from

B#hgladesh, Pakistan and Sri

Lanka, which together form
one of the
communities in the emirates.
Camel owners prefer slim

"
i

[
|

75% Special Discount

for Books/Book Stalls/
Book Publishers

To facilitate the Book Exhibition

and to promote sales of books

Che Daily Star offers you 75%
discount on advertisements for

Books/Book Stalls/Book Publishers

Now you can advertise in Pages

2 & 3 of our newspaper @Tk 100/-

per column inch (instead of
normal Tk 400/-). Rush your

pookings now This special offeris

vald till 29 Feb. '96 only.
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largest foreign

after dissolution of the JS

"We requested the Presi-
dent to exercise that power
again,” he added.

Meanwhile, the backstage
negotiation between the rul-
ing party and the Opposition
has now brought the rival
groups closer than ever be-
fore, sources close to the ne-
gotiators yesterday said.

They indicated that the
negotiations, brokered by the
diplomats from two influen-
tial countries, focused more
on the possibility of deferring

See Page 12 Col 7

Bangladeshi boys back
on camel backs

and small boys because their
light weight allows the camel
to run faster. Away from the
race track, the boys work in
remote desert farms. looking
after the camels and prepar-
ing them for the races.
Several Asian boys have
been reported to have fled
their homes to work as camel
jockeys after seceing their
fellow citizens on television.
Boys below 10 years had
been allowed to work as
jockeys but later they were
banned by Sheikh Zayed alfter
a series of au:ldenls during
TACES :
. The .currsnt rm-u '
al the desert Oasis ol
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changes in law

The Election Commission
(EC) will shortly seek
amendments to the existing
law enabling it to issue iden-
tity cards (ID) to voters only
in selected areas before the
ensuing general elections,
according to EC sources.

Issuance of ID cards to all
volers is not possible before
the upcoming general elec-
tions scheduled for February
7. the sources noted.

Under the EC Bill passed

‘by Parliament. every eligible

z.must be provided-with .
an 1D card before holding of
any general elections.

The formal request for the
amendments to the Bill will

- JaEXt

By Morshed Ali Khan

be made to the Prime Minis-
ter within a day or two. the
sources said.

"Once the proposed
amendments are cleared by
the Prime Minister, those
will then go to the President
for promulgation of an Ordi-
nance to this efiect.” an offi-
cial source said.

In June last year, the EC
had said that it would seek
amendments to the EC Bill so
it could issue ID cards only in
selected areas béfore the

eligible voters would
ID éards in phases, it
poirited out.

In all, 64 firms in the

clections - Byt all - feomed the

country were given the job of
preparing 1D cards for an es-
timated 51 million voters. An
EC source said that although
those [irms were now work-
ing round the clock 1o pre-
pare the ID cards, it would
still not be possible to give
everyone an ID card before
the polls.

It could not be ascertained
how many [D cards could be
made available before the
next general elections.

"Since we had already in-
- T~
lier about the inability to is-
sue [D cards to all voters be-
fore the ensuing elections.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Purulia arms-dropping

Hunt on for Kim,

- Sam & others

WELLINGTON, Jan 5 A
suspected gunrunner sought
by police in India over a mys-
tery arms drop in the east of
the country is using a pass-
port in the name of a baby
who died 34 years ago. a re-
port here said today, reports
AFP

The New Zealand Press
Association said police had
confirmed that a passport in
the child's name. Kim Pal-
grave Davy was issued In
Wellingion in the 1992

Indian police are hunting
for the alieged arms smug-
gler — named as Kim Davy —
in connection with a drop of
arms near the eastern town

of Purulia on December 17.

The man eluded them al

Bombav airport just before

Christmas after his Russian-

buill transport aircraft was
forred to land there by In-

dian Air Force planes

Indian police have named
the man as Kim Palgrave
Davy.

The New Zealand Herald
newspaper reported today
that police national head-
quarters in Wellington had
confirmed that the man was
travelling on a false passport.

The baby Kim Palgrave
Davy died in the central
north island town of Rotorua
on April 3, 1962. five and a
half weeks after being born to
Judd and Jean Davy

British tip-off

NEW DELHI. Jan 5 A
British tip-off helped lead to
the seizure of a transport
plane suspected of dropping
weapons in Purulia, a visiting
British minister said today.

‘We were very pleased to
be able to supply information

See Page 12 Col 7

It was Judd Davy who no-
ticed that the hunted man
was using the name of his
dead child.

Another report says. a
businessman from Singapore
is suspecled of involvement
in the air-drop of weapons,
state-run television in Delhi
said.

Folice are also looking for
a London-based Danish na-
ttonal — named only as 'sam’
— In connection with the
incident, TV said.

State-run station Doordar-
shan jdentified the Singa-
pore-based suspect as
Deepak Misra and said fed-
eral police agencies were
trying to track him down.

It also accused one of the
six arrestedd crew members
ol the AN 26 transport plane
— Briton Peter Bleach — of
being one of the main mas
terminds in the case.

Hartals protesting
BNP nominations

By Staff Curreaponﬂent

Resentment among a sec-
tion of activists of the BNP
and its front organisations,
protesting nomination of
party candidates for the up-
coming polls, continued yes-
terday in different areas of
the country and hartals were
observed in some places.

Factions of BNP, Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Jubo Dal enforced hartals and
announced party nominees as
‘persona non grata’ Iin differ-
ent constituencies yesterday.

Our Staff Correspondent
reports from Chittagong:
Normal life was disrupted at
Rangunia thana yesterday as
supporters of a faction of BNP
enforced a dawn to dusk
hartal in protest against the
nomination of Adil Hossain as
party candidate from Chit-
tagong -7 constituency.

They barricaded Chit-
tagong-Kaptai road and de-

Teenaged boy

murdered in city

By DMCH Correspondent

A teenaged boy was mur-
dered at Maniknagar under
Demra thana in the city yes-
terday.

Enamul Islam alias Rubel,
17. received fatal stab and
bullet Injuries when an
unidentified gang of youths of
the locality attacked him on
the road near the Hotel Sea
Queen in the area at about
12:30 pm, police sald. He
died on the spot.

The murder was a sequel
Lo past enmity. sources said.
However, local people al-
leged that Rubel was killed as
he and some of his friends
resisted a local influential
gang involved In trading of
banned seductive drugs and
other anti-social activities.

Rubel, son of Abdul Latif
Molla of Gopibagh. was sup-
posed to leave for Malaysia
this month, said his relatives
who took him to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH]). Rubel passed his
Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) examinations (rom
Kishoreganj.

A case has been filed with
Demra thana in this connec-
tion. None was arrested.

manded giving nomination to
Nurul Alam, president of
Rangunia thana BNP, instead
ol Adil Hossain. who is the
son of erstwhile East Pak-
istan Governor Zakir Hossain.

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdullah Al-Noman
could not attend the sched-

uled closing ceremony of a I e ]
' -9 spontaneously.

Shab-e-Barat

tonight

The holy Shab-e-Barat, the
night of fortune, will be ob-
served throughout the coun-
try to night, reports BSS.

Quran khwani, milad mah-
fil, waz-mahfil, zikir and dis-
cussions will be held at all
mosques on the holy occa-
sion. Night-long prayers will
be offered seeking divine
blessings from Almighty Al-
lah.

Special prayers will also
Le offered at different
mosques for the continued
peace, progress and prosper-
ity of Bangladesh as well as
stronger unity and fraternity
of Muslim ummah.

Many people will visit the
graveyards of their near and
dear ones on , the night and
will offer fateha for the peace
of the departed souls.

Distribution of halua and
ruti and sweets among the
relatives, neighbours and
poor will mark the holy festi-
val.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia and Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
yeslerday issued separate
messages on Lhe occasion.

Replace cabinet
by advisory
council: GF

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forum Fresident Dr.
Kamal Hossain demanded
dissolution ol the Cabinet and
its replacement by an impar-
tial and non-partisan advisory
coulcil under the President.

Exc:zpt: on Page 4

Addressing a press con-
lerence yesterday at the party
office, Dr Kamal also urged
for immediate consultations
and direct discussions be-
tween the political leaders in
the Opposition and the ruling
BNP. He said the meeting
should take place “round-the-

clock lor the next 72 hours"

Ske Page 12 Col T "~
Keep off farcical
polls, teachers,
govt staff urged

The liaison committee of
Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami yester-
day requesled government.
semi-government officials.
employees and school teach-
ers not to involve themselves
in the process of one-party

‘farcical’ election. reports
UNB.
The call came from a

meeting of the three major
opposition parties

The meeting held at the
residence of Awami League
Presidium member Abdus
Samad Azad called for observ-
ing the 48-hour on January
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