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Rao

NEW DELHI, Jan 3: Indian
Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao cancelled a
trip today to the state of
Punjab because of bad
weather, officials said, deny-
ing that it was called ofl be-
cause of a reported threat to
his life, reports AFP.

" Rao had been scheduled to
take a special aircraft to the
Punjab city of Patiala, 200
Kilometers northwest of
here. but the flight was can-
¢elled because of ‘dense fog.”
an official spokesman said

re.

Rao had been schedul
augurate the 83rd Ind
cience congress in the
orthern city and award
rizes to scientists. She
ould have returned to the

capital after three hours.
+ The Prime Minister last

visited Punjab in September
after the car bomb assassina-
tion of the state's Chief Min-
ister Beant Singh by Sikh

ucpnrntlltu anr.l nfﬂti.ll had
mounted unprecedented se-
curity in Patiala on Wednes-
day.

ancels Punjab trip

Threat to life?

was brought into the city
from all over Punjab. India's
only Sikh-majority state, and
the conference venue, the
untversity, was sealed off
Scientists were given special
invitations to attend.

The spokesman said the
visit was not called off for se-

curity reasons. '‘Not all." the
official said. "It is because of
weather.”

The cancellation came
seme 10 days after Punjab
police announced the arrest
of Lthree Sikh separatists who
had allegedly plotted to as-
sassinate the prime minister
when he visited Patiala.

The police said explosives
had been seized from the
three men along with a re-
mote-control device which
was to have triggered the

Thousands of policemen bomb.

—

. Grilling after killing
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My wife is still alive,

Sharma tells court

NEW DELHI, Jan 3: A
former Indian politician
charged with murdering his
wife and buming her body in
a restaurant's tandoor oven
claimed in court here Tues-
day that his wife was still
alive, reports AFP,

Sushil Sharma. the former
president of the local youth
chapter of India's ruling
Congress (I} Party, startled
the New Delhi High Court
with his claim.

* The former President of
the Delhi Youth Congress was
arrested after a nationwide
manhunt and is facing trial
for the gruesome murder,

which sparked protesis
across India.
Sharma told judge SL

Khanna on Tuesday that his
lawyer, K G Bhagat, who died
suddenly of a heart attack last
month, had been planning to
produce proof that his 29-
year-old wife, Naina Sahni,
was alive.

DNA tests conducted on
the charred corpse found in

the open-air grill of a restau-
rant in a downtown hotel
here on May 22 identified it
as Sahni's body.

Two separate autopsies
established that she had been
shot.

Sharma told the judge that
he had been receiving death
threats and that the death of
his Defence Counsel could be
linked to his involvement in
the high-proflle case.

"Bhagat's death could be
related to the threats he used
to receive for taking up the
case,” Sharma saild. He said
his lawyer suffered a heart at-
tack after arguing on the
telephone with an unidenti-
fied caller.

Sharma has asked the
court for special protection
in prison and claimed to he
the victim of a political ven
detta.

He had been held in soli-
tary confinement at a maxi-
mum-security prison here
since his arrest in the city of

Bangalun:

mu contradicts
NP's observation

Awami League presidium
member Amir Hossain Amu
yesterday contradicted BNP
leaders’ observation that the
Opposition has set precondi-
tlons for talks on the political
Crisis.

“I's not a precondition.
We have sought the govern-
ment side's opinion on our
proposal which was already
discussed with them in past
few days.” he told UNB in a
rebuttal to the statement
published yesterday.

- Amu. the main negotiator
from the Oppositien side,
said during the talks with
BNP leaders, the Opposition
had proposed that an interim
Prime Minister of Prime Ad-
visor or a Chief Advisor —
whatsoever it is called —
should be appointed with full
executive power of a Prime
Minister to head a neutral
non-party caretaker govern-
ment.

The Opposition also sug-
gested that election is not
possible during the month of
Ramadan.

FlI'ﬂCI‘ﬂCk&l‘S
worth Tk 2 lakh

recovered
By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered a huge
quantity of firecrackers
worth about Tk two lakh
from the Shakharli Bazar area
in the old part of the city
early yesterday.

Kotwali police during a
raid in different parts of
Shakhari Bazar from 12:30
am recovered the firecrack-
ers in 60 sacks and 50 poly-
thene bags, police sources
said.

It was alleged that a sec-
tion of unscrupulous traders
in the area collected the fire-
crackers from different parts
ef the country for selling
those on the occasion of the

holy Shab-e-Barat, sources
added. :

However, the persons in-
volved in the business fled
away on the arrival of the po-
lice in the area.

|

SAARC finance
ministers' meet
begins in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Jan 3: The
second meeting of the SAARC
finance and planning minis-
ters opened today with the
seven member countries get-
ting down to business on
working out the modalities
for eradication of poverty in
the South Asian region, re-
ports PTI.

External Affairs Minister
and Deputy Chairman of
Planning Commission Pranab
Mukherjee opened the meet-
ing saying the best remedy to

y was to achieve a level
of growth that could generate
adequate income for all.

In this connection, the
SAARC ministers observed
that the region was blessed
with tremendous resource
potential which if harnessed
jointly could provide people
with a minimum level of in-
come that could lift them
above the poverty line and
make it prosperous.

30 hurt in clash
for khas land

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 3: At least
30 people including 6
women were injured, 12 se-
riously in an armed clash be-
tween two groups of people
over of khas land
at Charborhan under Dash-
mina thana of in Patuakhali
district yesterday evening.

Witnesses said, members
of the Patuakhali Krishi Fed-
eration and the Bhumihin Kr-
ishak Samabaya Samity fought
for about two hours for occu-
pying 1200 acres of khas
land

Seriously injured Forkan,
30, Zakir, 36, Alam. 18,
Khaleque, 60, Masaraf, 55,
Sahabuddin, 47, Salma, 16,
Anura, 35, Kohinour. 30,
Runu Begum, 25, Sirin Be-
gum, 18 and Selina, 27 were
admitted to hospital.

Closed door meet
From Page 1

He declined to elaborate
his proposal.

The Information Minister
was also unwilling to disclose
Dr Wazed's suggestions.

Meanwhile, there was no
formal meeting between the
negotiators of the ruling BNP

and the agitating Opposition
yesterday.

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting at Bangabandhu

Avenue in the city yesterday.

Hasina

From Page 1
to relinquish power because
they embezzled crores of

AL general secretary Zillur
Rahman and central leaders
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
Abdul Mannan, Tofael
Ahmed, Abdur Razzak, Mo-
hammad Nasim and Amir
Hossain Amu also addressed
the rally.

"Call the head of a neutral
administration by any name
you like —Prime Minister,
Prime Advisor or Chief Advi-
sor — but the polls must not
be held under one-party ad-
ministration.” Amu asserted.

Amu, who held a series of
behind-the-scene talks with
BNP leaders told the rally
that the Opposition was not
serious about the name of the
proposed interim body. but
fervently wanted that the
person heading it must be
neutral and non-partisan.

Rab meets Hasina

JSD leader ASM Abdur
Rab had a meeting with

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina at her Dhan-
mondi office yesterday

evening. reports UNB.

They discussed latest po-
litical situation and ways to
gear up agitation to realise
the demand for a caretaker
government.

LDF leaders will meet
Hasina today.

- Star phum

" IEH irregularities

State minister

heads new

probe body

By Mizan Ali

Another probe committee
has been formed with State
Minister for Tourism Abdul
Mannan heading it to investi-
gate the irregularities in Is-
lamia Eye Hospital (IEH) in
the city.

“It has been assigned to
me by the Health Minister as
the IEH is situated In the
constituency from which |
was elected an MP in the last
elections.” said Abdul Man-
nan, while talking to The
Daily Star.

The three-member com-
mittee will probe the mis-
management of services and
facilities for patents and the
conflict between the hospital
managemenl! and the staff.

Two other members of the
committee are the Director
General of Health and a joint
secretary ol health.

Earlier, an inquiry con-
ducted by a Health Direc-

torate probe body found vari-

ous irregularities

A number of patients had
to suffer eye removal in the
IEH following faulty cataract
operation there late last year.

The Health Director probe
body found that one-man
control, grouping and mis-
management led to chaos In
the affairs of the IEH. The
probe report was published
on November 30 last

Director of the hospital Dr
Mustaflzur Rahman went on
leave a few days after the
publication of the report.

It was reported In
September last that eyes of at
least 12 patients were re-
moved following faulty
cataract operations at the
hospital during the first 10
days of the month.

Press reports also said
that in late August, eyes of 25
patients who underwent
cataract operations at the
IEH were removed because of
fungal infection.

Senate okays bill but
stalemate persists

WASHINGTON, Jan 3:
Weary of the partial federal
shutdown of federal govern-
ment, the US Senate has
voted to immediately return
furloughed civil servants to
work, reports AP.

House Republicans, how-
ever, stood firm against
Tuesday’'s measure until Pres-
ident Clinton to a
budget-balancing deal, and
after three hours of negotia-
tions with Clinton, no such

breakthrough was reported.

Saying "enough is enough,”
Senate Majority Leader Bob
Dole got unanimous approval
for a measure temporarily
that would temporarily re-
open closed government fa-
cilities while the budget talks
continue.

Highlighting differences
between the Republican-

dominated House and Senate,

House Speaker Newt Gin-

grich said he preferred to

link an end to the 18-day-old

federal shutdown a budget-
accord.

Gingrich, Republican of
Georgia., and other congres-
sional leaders met Tuesday
night at White House in the
latest round of talks over
ending federal deficits by
2002.

When it was over, White
House spokesman Mike Mc-
Curry read a bipartisan
statement saying the bargain-
ers had made "constructive
progress” and would meet
again Wednesday afternoon.

"I hope we can reach an
agreement,” Clinton said be-
fore the session. He called
the Senate vote to return
workers to their jobs "a very
good sign" and urged the

| wﬁawﬁwmumm[ﬁmml

l wﬁ@ﬁr@wﬁmﬂmwwwmumﬁm
| 8TS N1 ¢ o3 ST ARTMER TN, LR 05 1 S
1| 522 AT A3 s T T

| T 0 s oo fan s 96 e o ey
| Reyrosaer o s6rs sRuffee Rem i siay ses
|
‘
|
|
|

|
|

JURR | 44

A FHMICHL I AL Ry gz e @rds w8 v

a1 qoIaR RS v 1 TR TR IAFARTE AN A1
M @ 173 SfST TR ANy P 2 GRS = Ty e
AT T AT T ST HLHB Arery s wfFes 1 Ay
ATy IS 8 HAGIANG FTFG! (T 8 w8 o) T RIS
| TIYTS (g 0938 ¢)- TR AR 329 |
i

ST -TFS33/ db

teas o Roaifers

A AerT FHTE] & TS FHIE! (e oA TreATren
(FFIISS AN TR I 242 30 |

[l
&
e —————————————————————————— e e e e e  ——————

ot e m—— ¢ o e m— S M S s SN m M SRS N S S S S | SR S ———— — R S R — —————— R . S R — — e e il MET B e T = = =T

s am e o

= e

DIt el

=

Menon

From Page |
learnt to have discussed the
latest political developments
as well as President's possi-
ble initiative under the con-
stitutional ambit to overcome
the crisi

Menoh, 4lso a frontliner of
the Left Democratic Front,
reportedly told Biswas that
someone should come for-
ward to guide the nation at
this critical juncture, and he
could play that role.

"If Constitution fails,
where does the President or
the Prime Minister stands?...
Take your stand in tackllng
the crisis," Menon was
quoted by a source close to
the left leader to have said.

During his meeting with
Hasina, Menon was learnt to
have also discussed the
overall political situation and
probable ways of a solution.

Senior Awami
were with Sheikh Hasina
during the meeting with
Menon at the AL chief's
Dhanmondi residence in the

moming.

Raw jute
From Page 1
Bangladesh Jute Associa-
tion (BJA) has ted

| the government for with-

drawal of the restriction.
Vice Chairman of the BJA

Rezaul Karim told The Daily

Star over telephone that the
withdrawal of the restriction
was necessary in the greater
interest of jute producers.

luderl' _

GF, LDF for
meaningful

elections

The Gano Forum and Left
Democratic Front (LDF) yes-
terday suggested that a con-
genial atmosphere be created
for holding a meaningful par-
liamentary elections with the
participation of all political
parties.

Talking to UNB, Workers'
Party General Secretary and
LDF leader Rashed Khan
Menon and Gono Forum
leader Pankaj Bhattacharya
said there could not be any
meaningful elections without
the participation of all the
parties.

- "We'll definitely take part
in the elections i we find
that an atmosphere has been
created for holding free and
fair polls ... Then we may not
consider which party is tak-
ing part or not,” said Pankaj.

The Gano Forum leader
denied reports that his party
had any discussion with BNP
leaders on the elections issue
recently.

He said the Gono Forum is
yet to decide on joining the
February 7 elections if held
under an advisory council

headed by the President.

Meanwhile, a Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) sources
said they would have a meet-
m with Awami League today

ursday) in the morning
and with Gano Forum in the
afternoon to discuss the

worsening political situation.

House to do the same.
Gingrich said he would

discuss the Tuesday evening

meeting with rank-and-file

Republicans on Wednesday.
But earlier, he said the clo-

sure would end when there

was a deal to balance the
budget.

Jamaat
From Page 1

Jamaat Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami told a
party rally at the north gate
of Baitul Mukarram mosque
in the aftermoon.

The formula articulated by
the Jamaat leader almost

- matched the last month's an-

nouncement by Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia that
her government might con-
sider a council of advisors
under the President if the
"Constitution permits.”

ISLAMABAD. Jan 3: Some 32 Pakistani senators

DHAKA THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1996

opposed to a covert US programme against Iran today

called u

pon the United Nations to check any move that

could destabilise the Tehran government. reports AFP.

From Page 1
how much faith she has in
the public's good sense to
vote correctly. We have al-
ways done so in the past.

Then again the argument
can be turned on its head and
said. what is there for the
opposition to lose if there is
no chief . and the President
heads a Council of Advisors?
The most important thing is
that the opposition and the
ruling party will fight the
election from the same level
outside the government.
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda
Zia will both contest the
election as private citizens.
This is a significant victory
for the opposition and does
set a level playing field.

The of the mo-
ment is a historic compro-
mise — for the people, for
democracy and for a peaceful
election. Whosoever is seen
to do more for that com-
promise will win the hearts
and minds of the voters. Ev-
erybody wants an end to this
political conflict. We are frus-
trated. and are tired We
refuse to continue to be a
hostage in the hands partisan
politics which are no longer
serving public interest.

Could it be that both sides
have lost faith in the people
and are therefore unduly
concerned about peripheral
issues like who will be in
what vantage position and
when. Are they not ignoring
the fact and WE THE PEO-
PLE are the ultimate judge.
Election is OUR RIGHT. It is
the process thfough which
we express our views — pun-
ish bad leaders and reward
good ones. If anybody tem-
pers with that process, WE
THE PEOPLE are likely to be
far more outraged, than any
political party.

If we could have toppled
Ayub Khan and Yahya Khan
(in Pakistani days) and fought
a Liberation War, and then
toppled the autocratic
regime of Ershad, we can
definitely topple any govern-
ment which distorts and ma-
nipulates OUR WILL, that we
express through elections.

We have fought too many
battles for democracy to al-
low anybody to get to power
through rigged elections.

5 killed, 40 hurt
in Jhenidah

road accident

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Jan 3: Five
persons were killed and 40
injured when a Chuadanga-
bound night coach fell into a
roadside ditch at Jhapjhapia,
about 4 kilometers away from
here this morning.

Of the dead. 4 were iden-
tified as Chand Ali, 22, Jamat
Ali 30, Jahidul 20, Hasibul 20
and rest could not be identi-
fied.

Twenty seriously injured
passengers were admitted to
the Jhenidah Sadar Hospital.
The condition of injured
Jahurul Islam was stattd lu

maa

II be critical.

Time for compromise

Remember both Bhutto (Z A)
and Marcos (F.) rigged elec-
tions and then fell We will
teach the harshest of lessons
to whoever that tries to steal
our elections from us.
Therefore trust the people.
We will know when and if
elections are rigged. Take
other steps to make election
free and fair — strengthen
EC. put DCs, TNOs, police
under EC, bring in as many
foreign observers as possible,
permit citizens group to
monitor polls, and remove all
controls from radio and TV.
Let us take any other mea-
sure, if there is any.

But God's sake end this
intransigence and go for a
historic compromise on the
two issues at hand. and leave
the rest to us - THE PEOPLE.

What is the alternative if
there is no compromise?
There will be violence. loss of
property and of course loss of
lives. Both sides will say that
the other side is responsible.
Shout as you will, but in our
eyes both will be judged as
culprits. Will all that chaos.
turmoil. uncertainty, unrest,
violence and death do any
good to any genuine political
party?

The challenge, as we said,
is to compromise. But do we
have political leaders of vi-
sion, courage and sufficient
love for the ordinary people
to make that sacrifice? This
challenge is particularly for
Begum Zia and Sheikh
Hasina, for only big leaders
can compromise. Please trust
the people, compromise, and
go for an election partici-
pated by all. You both owe it
s

RMG market

From Page |
guing that it was relarding
the textile sector's develop-
ment and thus delaying the
establishment of its linkage
with the RMG sector.

According to the review,
textile sector in Bangladesh
was enjoying the "heaviest”
protection which reduced its
competitiveness and thus en-
couraged smuggling of for-
eign fabrics.

To make Bangladesh's ex-
ports, including the RMG ex-
ports competitive with those
of the neighbours, the World
Bank review strongly advo-
cated "appropriate” exchange
rate in relation to competi-
tors and removal of infras-
tructural constraints, inchud-
ing a chronic port conges-
tion.

It also emphasized on
streamlining the complicated
Bonded Warehouse system
which is at present burden-
ing the garment factories
with extra costs in the form
of pay-ofis.

The review pointed out
that a medium to large gar-
ment factory required 12-24
interactions with the cus-
toms authorities every month
for the release of raw materi-
als and export of finished
goods. Informal payments
during the encounters cost a
factory about Tk 250,000 a

year.
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