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Mubarak forming new |
govt to bom
development

CAIRO, Jan 3. Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak has
said he is forming a new gov-
emment 1o bolster the coun-
try's development and im-
prove the standard of living,

reports AFP.

| want to give a push to
IIHU{H]AI action in various ar-
eas, | am hanging (prime
minsters) tn romote th

rocess evelopment,
K!ubarak tntd reporters after
Prime Minister Atef Sedki
resigned with his entire cab-
inet earlier yesterday.

"My priority and that of
the government is to improve
living conditions for the

Mubarak said.

’I‘hr Egyptian presid
chose Hamar al-Ganzurt,
who has been deputy prime
minister and minister for
planning for the last 10
years, to lorm a new govern-
ment.

The president also urged
the new parliament elected
on December 6 to work hard
for the creation of thousand
of new jobs. to maintain state
subsidies for basic goods and
to continue economic re-
forms launched in 1991 un-
der the guidance of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

Mubarak said the IMF re-
forms would be implemented
more quickly but not in a way
that would adversely affect
low-income families.

Egyvpt is trving (o inject
free-market relorins into a
state-directed economy that
has been wracked by high
unemployment and a low
standard of living, which huas

IBIQIEl:D’

US Gen Graham dead: reured Arny

caused violent and social un-
rest among the country's 60
million people.
Mubarak indicated Sedki's
resignation was linked to the
rime minister's health: If
rlelnutmmuchM
| would have kept for a new
period.
Ganzuri, 62, and a minis-
ter in Sedki's government

since it was formed In 1986, -

is considered one of the
principal architects of the
economic reform programme
launched in Egypt in 1991.

Earlier AP says: By
naming a new prime minis-
ter, President Hosni Mubarak
was apparently trying to head
off criticism over Egypt's
sluggish and accusa-
tions of election fraud, ana-
lysts say.

The new prime minister,
economist Kamal el-Gan-
zoury, is seen as a govern-
ment loyalist who. while pre-
qcntiing la n;; face, won't

eatly alter icies.

i lﬁelaa:mnﬂthalnlni
integrity but who is not likely
to make any big waves. He
will continue along the same
course.... but with more en-
ergy.” said Saad Eddin
Ibrahim of the Ibn Khaldun
Cenire for Strategic Studies.
a think tank named for a fa-
mous Muslim thinker.

El-Gapzoury, who
promised to quickly form a
new government. replaced
Alel Sedki. who served for
nine years, more than any
other Zgvptian prime minis-
ter.

Lt Gen Daniel O Graham, who served as director of the US
Delence Intelligence Agency and later championed the

development ol a s
died. He was 70,
Graham died Sun

atr-haa.ed nissile defense system. has
rts from Arlington. Verginia.
ay of cancer,

according to High

Frontier. a non-profit o gani:.ahnn he helped found to ad-

vocale for the Strategic

elence Initiative.

Malaysia frees US woman: a us

wonan was freed Wednesday after prosecutors dropped

drug trafficking chdrfges which carry a mandatory
sentence, AP reports from Pitaling Jaya, Malaysia.

son, 42, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
in about 2.4 kilograms (5.29

Brenda Denise Fer

was charged with trafficking

eath

pounds) of herion at the airport on September 4.

[ ] ] - [ ]
Rushdie wins Whitbread Prize:
The Indian-born British writer Salman Rushdie, who has
-lived in hiding since an lranian death edict was
‘against him almost seven years ago. Wednesday won the

‘annual Whitbread Prize for the best novel of 1995, AFP

‘reports from London.

Rushdie won the prize for his latest novel, "The moor's

last sigh."
book in an :xc:]lent field.

Frmm: ullah said Tue

Fahd In g

which the judges described as "an outstanding

ood health. iR

that King Fahd is in good

health. one day after the Saudi monarch put him in
temporary charge of the world's largest uﬂ -exporting
nation, AF reports from Riyadh.

Fahd. Saudi Arabia's ruler since 1982 annuunccﬂ Mon-
day he needed time to recuperate from an apparent

stroke.

Polls in Chechnya in

National Assembly EIE‘EUUI‘H in the
Chechnya will take place in either March or

/Apr likely:

ssian republic of
April, Moscow

backed leader Doku Zavgayev said Tuesday, AFP reports

irom Moscow.

speaking on a Moscow radio station. he said the

legis-

lature that emerged from the polls would be “a legitimate

organ of power.

Chinese held with dynamite:

Police in the southern Chinese city of Gu

arrested

a disgruntled worker who strapped dynamite to his body
to extort money from his boss and then seized a woman as
a hostage to make his get-away. it was reported yesterday. -

AFP reports from Hong Kong.

Li Jiansheng, a migrant worker from Hunan. was caught
by Ogohr:r on New Year's Eve alter he succeeded in getting
0 yuan {360 US dollars} from his boss by threatening

to blow him 1o Eieces with dynamite attached to hui body.

the Hong Kony

ranch of Chuna News Service said.

ROK to discuss aiding PLO:

Foreign Miumister Gong Ko-myung will express Soutit
forca’s> willingness o acuvely participate in aiding Pales-
dntans in their newly autonuinous regions, government.
ollicials sa.d Wednesday, AP reports [rom Seoul.

Gong was to make a key note speech next Tuesday in a
Paris conference run bgul.he International Monetary Fund.

the UN Development

nd and other organizations andl

countries that will discuss dlrs 550 million in proposcil
projects in the Palestinian regions.

Crackdown on homeless in Moscow:

Police have been given authority
clear of the city's 250,000 to 300,

Moscow's sireels
00 beggars and

lo kee

homeless people, with the authorities pledging to help
find them jobs and crack dﬂwn on loitering, Int.erfa.x news

agency reported Tuesday,

eports lrom Moscow.

Homeless people wil be talcl:n lo special shelters that
are to be opened lu every Moscow district, city authorities

told the agency.

US backs change
in KSA leadership

WASHINGTON., Jan 3: The
United States on Tuesday
backed the leadership chan-
ge in Saudi Arabia, saying the
country was "in good and
stable hands" with Crown
Prince Abdullah running the
government while his bro-

ther King Fahd recovers from
a stroke, reports Reuter,

‘In terms of the kingdom
and its governance, we think
it's in good and stable hands,”
State Department deput]r
spokesman Glyn Davies told
reporters.

Davies said the United
States believed the transfer
of power to be temporary,
. nol permanent.

According to a al order
on Monday the 'il;g? ear-old

Fahd handed over the run-
ning of the government to
ullah, who is reputed to
Lake a less Ipru—WI:n rn line
than his elder brother.

Palestinian candidate Hanan Ashrawi (L) waves at supporters in Jerusalem's Old City
on Tuesday at the start of her election campaign for a seat in the 88-strong Palestinian
Autonomy Council. Ashrawi, who was a leading member in the Palestinian delegation
during the first stages of the peace talks with Israel, has since been criticising the self-

rule authonty for its huinan rights record. Palestinian ulacﬁul? will

be held January 20.
— AFP/UNB photo

Including Bangladeshls Indians, Pakistanis

11,076 Asian infiltrators
selzed in UAE 1n '95

ABRU DHABI. Jan 3: The
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
on Tuesday reported a sharp
increase in the number of

ilans seized in 1995 while

ng to enter the oil-rich
Gulfl country illegally in
search of jobs, reports AFP.

Al-Khaleej ne per said
the coast and burdp? guards
had seized 11.076 Pakjmma
Indians. Afghans, Banglade-
shis and lranians in terri-
torial waters and remote
mountains.

The figure is far higher
than the 7.253 infiltrators
caught in 1994 and it raised
the total number of seized il-
legal immigrants to more
than 35.000.

" "The coast and border

dfuards wiil step up eflons to
face infiltration attempts and
arrest all inﬂltrltuﬂ said

their director general. Abdul
Rahman Shal 3
“We appeal for all nationals

and expatriates (o cooperate
with police and the compe-
tent a orities and inform
on 1 trators in order to
tackle this problem which
has become a source of anxi-

ety for all.”
Securi sources said most
cﬁll immigrmtn

uf th:
rmrtrnl boat nwm:rl charge
arge sums to transport them
across the Gulf to the UAE
shore, one of the longest
coastlines in the Guif.

The UAE has stepped up

naval patrols, beefed up its
coast guards and iniulled
radars. But officials said in-
truders were . dodging the
radars by landing near
mouintains at the Omani bor-

der and trying to sneak in af

t.
“The problem is that the
number of intruders who
to enter the UAE is

far than those who are
caught,” a munty sources
The UAE,

ducer, has nne hlgﬂ:l

per capita incomes in the
world. standing at around
17.000 dollars in 1994. Non-
Arab Asians account for more
than half its 2.2 million popu-

| maining

20 civilians -
killed in Kabul
rocket attack

KABUL. Jan 3: Twenty
civilians, including five chil-
| dren, were killed and 48 in-
| jured in the first rocket at-
tack of 1996 on the besieged
' Aflghan capital, witnesses and
hospital staff said today. re-
ports AFP.

Ten of the victims died
instantly when a hail of
rockets struck the southern
Kabul suburb of Karte Seh
late Tuesday, while the re-
10 died on the way
to hospital or after admis-
sion, they said.

The salvo of about 20 So-
viet-built BM 2] rockets,
which the ernment said
was fired by the Taliban mili-
tia, struck a busy bazaar area
claiming more victims than
any similar attack here is re-

cent months, locals claimed.

The barrage struck two
tailors' shops, a private home
and bustling market streets.
showering the area with
shards of twisted aluminium
that sliced into stall holders

and by.
, "mmndi behind a
wall when the roc start-

ed landing all around the
~area. When it ended, | saw

bhodies ere and the
wounded were moaning and
- crying.” local resident Mo-
. hammed Arif told AFP.

Pools of congealed blood
which had see into the
dusty earth still marked the
scene of the carnage today.

Government officials
blamed the attack on the Is-
lamic Taliban who have been
encamped around Kabul for
nearly three months, saying
slate forces had later laun-
ched a retaliatory attack
' south of the city.

Kabul has come under al-
most daily rocket and ar-
¢ Ullery barrages over recent
months, with il .uss of
svores ol lives.

Nigeria frees 4
more political
prisoners

t LAGOS. Nigeria, Jan 3:
Four more Nigerian political
. prisoners have been freed,
| including the senior aide to
the country's most promi-
nent political detainee, re-

ports AP. .
Three independent La-

gos newspapers on Tuesday
quoted government security
officials as saying they had
released Fred Eno, the most
senior aide to Moshood Abi-
ola.

, Eno is the third aide to
Abiola to be freed in the last
two weeks. On Sunday,. the
ijow;rnment released Ade-
mola Anini-Adele, a leader of

Clash at Ethmpla, Sudan border

HFMRI\I:}UM Jan 3: Ethi-
opian soldiers have attacked
Sudanese troops along the
border between the two
‘countries, Khartoum's official
Suna news agency said on
Tuesday, reports AFP.

In a dispatch from the
eastern city of Geddaref, it

quoted a local official as say-

ing that Ethiopian soldiers
had taken part in attacks "at
certain points" along the

1 frontier.

Similar incidents in the
past have involved Ethiopian
"bandits,” the official. who
was not named. was quoted

Bu-t he added: "If Ethio-
pian forces really did in the
attacks (alongside bandits). it
would be a grave develop-
ment and a flagrant violation
of bilateral agreements ...
governing border relations."

The Sudanese government
always respects these agree-

ments. he said, "and it hopes

that the Ethiopian side will
do the same."

The Suna dispatch came a

. day after Sudanese military
spokesman .General Mo-
hammed Abdel Gadir Idris

denied press reports which
told of armed incidents last
week along the border.

What had happened, he
said, involved Ethiopian out-
laws trying to steal l:ltﬂc and

* produce.

On Saturday, Khartoum
claimed that Addis Ababa was
trying to "destabilise Sudan”
after alleging that Ethiopian
re had been killed and
tortured inside Sudan. The
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees has begun investi-
gating the Ethiopian allega-
tions.

Five hundred sailors of HMS Illustrious, cruising in the Adriaﬁc off the.coast of the
former.Yugoslavia, get their act together on Tuesday to spell out their support of the front-
line NATO truups serving in Bmma as part of tha Organuntmna Implementation Force

( IFORJ

—AFPf'UNBphoto

the opposition National
Democratic Coalition and
aide to Abiola.

A millionaire business-

man, Abiola was jalled when
he declared himself presi-
dent on the anniversary of
the annulled election.
L He reportedly has been
moved to more relaxed
quarters in a government
"guest house.” another sign
his 17-month detention may
be ending.

- Tigers attack
air force base,

1 killed

- COLOMBO. Jan 3: Tamil
Tiger guerillas launched a
major attack against an air
Lanka today. KIHng oae: air

ay. one air-
man and wounding at Jeast
12 others. defence officials

' nted the awn raid against
~ the small training facility
near the town oi Morawewa
but the air lorce was able to
' resist the assaull, oificials
said.

“The Tigers used a hf:avy
concentration of cadres. They
obviously wanted te overrun
the camP but failed in their
mission.” a military spokes-
man here said adding that
rebel casualties were not
immediately known.

The latest LTTE attdck
further intensified violence
in the island's eastern reﬁn
where at least 23 people have
died in clashes since the
New Year. ‘

It comes a month after the
Tigers' lost their northern
citadel of Jafina to the army.

said, AFP

| Gunmen from the sepa-
| ratist Liberation Ti of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE)} mou-

the
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WASHINGTON, Jan 3:
The partial US federal gov-
ernment shutdown is turning
into an emergency for the
State Department and US

embassies, the Washingto
Post reported in today's edi-
tions, reports Reuter.

It said there was a
mounting sense of crisis
among senior officials as un-
done paperwork piled up,
the backlog of unprocessed
visa and passport applications

ew. travel plans were can-
celled and officials
scrambied for funds to pay
local :

"We just don't have any
cash." Richard Mosse, Un-
dersecretary of State for
Management, was quoted as
saying.

The budget impasse be-
tween President Bill Clinton
and Republican congressional
leaders has led to a record
18-day partial government

T

. shutdown that has idled

280.000 employees and left
another 580.000 working
without pay.

Meanwhile AP adds,
about 600,000 homebound
elderly people who depend
on a government programme
for meals may be forced to go
without by next week if the
government shutdown con-
tinues. officials said Tuesday.

Up to 1 million elderly
Americans a day get meals
threugh nutritien pre-

grammes financed by the US
Administration on Aging.

But money is drying up
quickly because Health and
Human Services is among
nine departments for which
the US Congress has not
passed appropriations bills.

Eight American presi-
dential candidates split more
than 22 million dirs in tax-
payer-provided federal
matching funds made avail-
able to them Tuesday.

The infusion of cash
comes as the contest enters
one of itssmost costly phases
— a period of cross-country
campaign swings, expensive
media buys and costly fund-
raising efforts, with the first
primary contests just over a
meontl away.

Nobody is going to get all
the cash he's entitled to — at
least, not immediately. That's
because of a requirement that
the Federal Election Com-
mission put aside money for
each party's convention and
the general election cam-

Because revenues from a
tax return checkoff fund total
less than the amount for
which candidates have gquali-
fied. each campaign got only
a pro-rated 60 per cent pay-

ment Tuesday and will re-
ceive the reinainder over the
nexit five months.

()l] the Record

pear Wednesday at the trtll
a man accused of stalking and

threatening her, but her
lawyer asked to have the de-
fendant

- she testifies,

- ublic .

at Dewey ins,
who was shot by Madona's
bodyguard, has a right 1o

AP,

coniront all witnesses and |
certaindly won't leave the|
star |

courtroom when the

Dcputr Public Defender

e

out of court if
efender said

E—— e—rm .

John Myérs also sald he|’ '

would a move

ders uf Eurupc without
bat u so meek at
home he -
on before c stati-

'Fall of Ho Mong signals

Hadmm: lawyer, Hichola? DeWitt. to haw: her teauﬁ on .

{ in boats and start
election Lhis year.

's habit of pimchﬁng out his

Khun Sa's end of career

BANGKOK, Jan 3: Myan-

mar have taken over
the heatiquarters of opium
warlord Khun Sa in what

e e iatert Bia. g
on sur-
render the end of his ca-
reer as one of the world's
most infamous d barons.

Civilians in the jungle
stronghold of Ho Mong on
of Myanmar's east-
ern Shan state, about 30 km
(19 miles) from he Thai bor-
der, told Reuters by tele-
phone Myanmar met
no resistance when t en-
tered the town on Monday
morni

Tt::g' whereabouts of the
61-year-old Khun Sa were
not lmunwn but former associ-
ates were convinced the wily
guerilla cnmmandcr had cut a

" amnesty and live pe

dcal with Myanmar authori-

"I'{h..m Sa seems to have
recached a secret deal with
the Myanmar. first to hand
over his troops and territory
fo them. then announced a
surrender which would mean
he would be granted an
acefully
for the rest of his life.” said
one veteran Shan nationalist

politician.
. Khun Kyaw Oo, until re-
cently an o al in Khun Sa's

gtrﬂla organisation, told
uters from northern Thai-
: "Khun Sa is maki
dlrt move :;l lthe ﬂtlnd ﬂ
career ing the Mo
Tai to M - g
"Thousands of M}ranamr
soldiers have been trucked
into the town since Monday’

Serbs' unity shattered as realities of peace deal sink in

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-He-
rzegovina, Jan 3: The Bosnian
Serb military commander,
Gen Ratko l\fladit:. says he
wants to give peace a ce.
Al least that's what listeners
to "independent Radio Kra-
jina" are hearing, reports AP,

Radio Krajina, run by men
loyal to Mladic, is camp
ing hard for the US- hrnktred
Bosnian peace deal. But Bos-
nian Serb state radio. |
political leader Radovan
Karadzic, is lukewarm at best
abﬂut the plan.

* As the effects of the Day-
ton peace plan being
felt, cracks are a ring in
the Bosnian Serb leaders
that could help make or
break the deal and decide
the fate of Karadzic and
Mladic. both indicted as war
criminals.

Disagreement between the
two men are not new. Last
year, Mladic defied efforts by

Karadzic to fire him. But the.

rift is now focused on two
key points of the peace plan:
the reunification of Sarajevo
under Muslim-Croat rule; and
the decision to refer to in-
ternational arbitration con-
trol_of the Posavina cortidor
—- a northern sliver of Bosnia
that links the Banja Luka re-
gion to other Serb territories.

Karadzic loyalists, such as

Bosnian Serb -parliament
speaker Momcilo Krajisnik,
focus ori their power base
around Sarajevo. They want
to delay or prevent altogether
the handover of Serb-held
Sara suburbs to the Mus-
lim-led Bosnian government.

But Mladic, who continues

tobeﬂ!cmmt nr

haa L:amcg iﬂ) w-lth Hara-'
dzic's deputy Nikola Koljevic
to back Serbian Prﬂuidtnt

Slobodan Milosevic's drive for

peace.

blic -

=

They are coun on win-
ning control of the vina
corridor when the arbitration
: od is over in a year's time

showing good will on
other parts of the Dayton
agreement, policed by a
NATO-led force of 60,000
soldiers.

The corridor is vltal to
Banja Luka, the tn
the 49 cent
to the Berhu* About BD per
cent of the 800,000-1 mil-
lion people who live on
Bosnian b territory are in
thé Banja Luka region.

the mass expulsion
of thousands of non-Serbs
and a similar influx of Serb

refugees, the city itself has
‘more than 150, inhabi-
tants.

Although spokesman

would not say where Mladic
was, there is no doubt that
Radio Krajina s for him.
The radio director. Gen

Milovan Milutinovic. also is

Mladic's l?okeﬂnan
"There.is no alternative to

reace. We must support the
ATO forces,” Milutinovic
said in an interview.

" Radio Krajina su ed
the Dayton nn{-urd uu:rmd-

cast live from Paris the De-
cember 14 treaty gni
"State radio lKnrldz:h:u ntl
tion) didn't even announce
it," said Milutinovic.

In early December, Mladic

roundly criticised the

deal. But nhncrvm say he il

now trying to shift his

tion, and b public

gradu toward nnr::
Milutinovic makes no

bones about the leadership
split. His radio encourages
live -ins that criticise
Krajisnik and others in Pale,
Karadzic's small-town capital
east of Sarajevo.

are divided

Serbs now
along political. military and

regional lines:
Serbia versus Bosnian Serbs;
military men against politi-
cians; war profiteers versus
those who lost family and
friends on front lines.

Milosevic is counting on
the Banja Luka area for sup-
port in  sidelini Karadzic
and other Pale Serbs.

Despite the extreme na-
tionalism exhibited as non-
Serbs were expelled, the
Banja Luka area hi:a»i;u::trri,t:lJI{l
has sympathized more wit
pro-Belgrade Communists
than with Serb nationalists

* who have more su fort in
mountainous areas
rivalries will

round Sarajevo.
come to a head in a

Vasic said
likel

battle between Koljevic and
Krajisnik to succeed
Karadzic, who is banned from
office by the Dayton accord.
According to the agreement.
Bosnia-wide elections are due

Serbs from -

SUIIMIMET .

Krajisnik, thrnugh his vu=
cal opposition to Sara
reuni caunn is gnrntrmg
su around Pale.

t Koljevic has shifted
his he arters from Pale to
Banja Luka. heeding’ Milose- I
vic's calls to get a "real” capi-
tal for Bosnian Serbs.

Koljevic can count on hel
from Milosevic's powerfu
state media in Serbia to bull-
doze public opinion in his
favour. In Bosnia, Mladic's
popularity is a key asset. |

Milutinovic predicted
Mladic's popularity would

protect him from the war
crimes tribunal.

Iraq harassing
Jordanians

AMMAN, Jan 3: [raqi au-
thorities, a ntly in retal-
iation for Jordan's shift of

%W&Iﬂ one-time ally
Hussein, are harass-

ing Jordanians and detaining
thl:mp without charge, reports
AP.

Travellers said Tuesday
that lragi border officials also
were delaying the departure
of Jordanians and thoroughly
Hnrrhlnqkrlrs and visitors
from the kingdom

"Iraq is no longer safe for
us begause many Jordanians
are unjustly thrown in jail ~
said a anian businessman
who s food to |

"Iragi security officials tell

Jordanians as they arrest
them that they are pa far
| the ‘'misdemeanor of their

rmment.  said the trader
who. like others. spoke on
condition of anonvmity for

fear of reprisals

5 _:-: ’H‘-



