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_ Womenr on the HOW.:

Soap, Handkerchief and Credit

ORPLANT., the contro-
versial contraceptive
method, is now being

offered to the vill wormen
by using bribes to the women
as well as their husbands.
This is reported in Tangail by
UBINIG field workers in
September, 1995. According
to the reports, the Family
Planning workers from a
non-governmental family
I:lanning organisation are
olding meetings in the
villages with women and

their family members. ;I:‘hc
field workers
m&m 1 as a "very

good method of contracep-
tion". They in fact, claim thal.
all methods are "not
Then they also tell the vﬂ!ag
womnen, 'if they want to get
regnant after insertion,
Rnrplant can be removed
without any problem.” No
other information is given
about possible side-effects or
potential health
Bilkis um of Gadtala
village said that the FP work-
ers told her that they would
come to her up and will
y Tk 35/- for insertion of
ant. The village women
have heard about this method
before and know that the
users have suffered many
side-effects. So they refuued
to res to this offer. The
FP workers then went to
other villages such as Chi-
nakhola and an. It is re-
ed that the FP workers
a meeting at the Deojan
school with the young men of
the village; most ol them as
the husbands ol the potenual
Norplani users.
m| Tk 100 and two hand-
jefs each. were given
meals “with meat and
Khichuri ‘mixture
of pulses and rice)..The mes-
sage was that they must per-
suade their wives to take
t. Their wives will .be
taken by FP vehicle and will
be given Tk 35/- each. It was
ver{ interesting event I'nr
the vi e. They came
wﬂh thelr children hecau:c

In a few dl s, another
meeting was called in Chi-

nakhola village. But hardly
any women s up. Then
an NGO, called SATU, which
is mainly running adult edu-

cation . called up
a to offer credit to
huy machine, fll.'l ‘W

E;tﬂhmnu c.iﬂer the mut
each woman was given a
cket of biscuits and a Lux
. Women Who came
their children en these
giits. However, ey were
asked how many of them had
only on child. Out of 60
women. only 6 women stood
up. The NGO workers be-
came very with the rest
of the women, who had an
average of 3 to 4 children.
They must take Norplant
they insisted, for which they
also offered credit. However,
as a condition to receive the
credit, the women were
nnlr.ed to take Norplant. If
ey take Norplant, they will
paid Tk 35/- per user. In
thc vllllgu n[ Tangail.
womern are very much aware

were -

for Norplant!

by Farida Akhter

She told them, that this method has many side-
effects. So she did not want her daughter to take
this method. The Family Planning workers

became very angry. At one stage, they threatened

her that she would be put in jail because she was

opposing Norplant.

of the side-effects of Nor-
plant. They have been sharing
information among them-
selves about the harmful ef-
fects of this method, which
was given to some women in
the adjacent thana, Kalihati.
In the village Nurunda,
the two male Family Planning
workers went to a family
called "Boro Bari" and con-
tacted the ]{(c ng educated
d her to orga-
nlzc a meeting in the emﬂng
for a slide show on how Nor-
t will help to keep good

th and to keep good rela-
tions between the mother-in-

‘law and daughter-in-law.

They also assured that the
participants wijll be given
and biscuits.

n the evening there were
over 100 people to see the
slide show. They were given
the soap and biscuits. Next
day, the Family Planning
workers came to the village
and targeted a woman for
Norplant insertion. The girl
fromn the Boro Ban was asked
to take her to the climic. No
cir came to pick Ler un, Boro
Ban gir! was giveu the trans-

part cist lus lakaile the
wollall o the Clidac, But as
thie cunice, Bora pari girl

uhuhidn
H was

asked whether ey
medical chech ups.

found that the woinan had
idh biood
Boro Bari gir

ressureg. Tue
lid not allow

the Family Planning workers
to give Norplant to this
woman although the Family
Planning workers insisted
that it would be allright.

In the meantime, Family
Planning workers in Nalla-
para village convinced a
woman for Norplant inser-
tion. But next day, when she
was supposed to go to take
Norplant, her mother who is
a village midwife. visited her.
After hearing that her da
ter will be taken for Norplant
insertion she waited the
FP workers came. She told
them, that this method has
many side-effects. So she did
not want her daughl:r to
take this method. The F
Planning workers became
very . At one stage,
threatened her that she
would be put in jail because
she was opposing Noi :

In the month of October.
a meeting was called where
mothers-in-law were asked
to be preseat. The old
women: were quite thrilled
aoout the meeling. where
they wese woid that they
wbttid be 2iven soap and bis-
cul. They hr{uu,n*. their
Aroaa colldren with then. o
Lle ticeury. ihey were told

that tlwe reasoa uie dm:&h .
h

ters-in-law behinve badly
thesr mothers 1n laws is be
cause they have more chll-
dren. If they had only one or

W e et .
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,Lel her mdke: her own drﬂsums don't coerce her.

~ NEWS BRIEFS

* LUBINIG has held

two children, then the
daughters-in-law could take
care of their mothers-in-law
better. However, this argu-
ment was discarded by the
old women that "it is
ot Bl il o
a in-law.
‘Next day, the old women
laughed about the
They said. the most attractive
part of the was the
soap and biscuits”. They
were ‘quite happy to share
the biscuits with their grand-
children.
Althdugh Norplant
mmut.inn is done in a very
y manner, it has become
a mal'.ter of serious concemrn.
it is known that a non-'
government family pllnnm%
or tion is ou
these activities In the areas
mentioned above in the
district of They are
totally dinr:glrdiﬂg tht
COMncerns ex earlier
by the women heaith activists

and research sations.
They are taki difierent
ways to promote method.

The clinical trials could not”
prove its safety nor could it
show proper service delivery.
Norplant promotion was
always based on [false
irl;fult:;matiun thl“d now u:':
"bribi wi SOApS an
i?:g' More im :
the trial revealed that
removal of Norplant was cer-
tainly a problem. and there
were po
on the ésers. There are not
eniough doctors " who are
trained in Norplant removal.

cornierences and discussion

with tie: i of Health
and Family P on the
unethical  and coercive

aspects of the Norplant Trial.
The latest concern was that

the shelf life the
imported Nurpqzmm in
the warehouses was over
:;}Iunt bluﬂﬂﬁu‘g:_;ltlw eflorts to
istribute ant is going
on duperl;ely ‘This
e Ge na
throu a

HGt}sg such as the FI.III.“%

Planning Association
Bangladesh.

&'

Ministry of
Population Control, GOB. This
constitutes 1% of the total

contraceptive prevalence in
the coun For ad which
has not the stage,

1% of so-called "acceptance”

are high, only Indluﬂ HTrp 'i.l.‘ll'ltt
the proponents
are not Iulloﬂn; the rules.
They are istribu
% available
gll:n! were
ce the
second phase
workin
Thana
last year, efforts were
made th
ning NGOs to just "find” any

Violence Against Women

12.12.95 The Daily Star

A housewife Rina Akhtar
Mala was allegedly set on fire
by her husband Rafikul Islam
on December 4th at Babu
Bazar area under Kotwali
thana. Mala died at the DMCH
onll.12.95.

Relatives said that Mala's
husband reportedly de-
manded Tk 20.000 Iroin her
as dowry a lew days belure
the incident. AL one stage Is-
lam set her on fire during .
heated argument.

in her statement at the
hospital given belfore her
death, she said that her hus-
band always pressed her for

dowry and her mother-in law
supported her - husband.

Mala, who got married to
Rafiqul Islam three years ago.
has a one and a half year old
daughter Disha,

A nnrd:r case lias bLeein

dlea with thae Kotwall st
LIRS, W W T L S L

Liddiadisl . NU ailivs,s L.dVe Latcls
ale Yoo Masige!' dalany is

sl Lbecolid. .y,

The Daly Illtiefag |
14..1.95. A housewile naned
Krishna Nanm got mugged
near the BNP office in Naya
Paltan yesterdav.

James Bond
BY AN FLEMING
ORAWNG BY HORAX
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MY UNCLE EP -WAS
BIiG-ON ETIQUETTE

LI-L G3AVD Wil

s PORE NC Thairdsied by Urees il Praas Synako se

*NEVER BELCH OUT LOUR”

HE ALWAYS SAID

The miuggers stopped the
rickshaw she was in to
snatch a gold chain from her
neck and reportedly fled
away by an auto-rickshaw
(Dhaka Metro Tha-02-4244)
soon after,

A casre lias been f[iled at
the Molyhceel poace stauon.

Sungbad.). . .0 0 O0n 1OLh
Noverniber a woinan traiucker
Ol nancupat' Lroinel aieng
Willl Lafer 0! s JucoinLplces
were selllvnced 1o 14 years
LHuprisonment at the Katyadi
Thana under a wviolence

against womnen case. The sen-
tence was carried out under

No: 5 of the special tribunal’s
judge Muhammad Shamsul

Huq.

In 1992 the accused lured
a young woman named
Parveen to Kandupatti
nromusing her employment.

They ‘lorced Parveen 1o work
lor . broinei there. Later a
complain. was made agalnsi
ine accused where upon Lhe
police carned oul an Invest-
gatwn and brought out
charge sheets against 4 per-
sons. Three of them were
sentenced to vigorous im-
prisonment and one was re-
jeased. -

bilities of coercion !

press -

. spectable [amilies

RESSED like hl:r bro-
thers, in pyjama, ach-
kan, and a topi, Be-
guin Sufia. a mere child.
weirl to Pyarilal's school to

learn Bangla.

A zealous woman born
with a burning passion for
knowledge. Begum Sufia Ka-
mal was the daughter of Syed "

- Abdul Bari (BA, BL), a pundit

who knew nine languages. By
profession he was an advo-

cale practicing in Comilla
and Baizidpur. Her mother,
Syeda Sabera Khatun, was the
youngest dzughter of Nawab
Syed Mozatiiuiel Hossain of
Shaistabad. -}

Begum Sufia was born at
her grandparent's house in
Shaistabad on the 10th of
Ashar,1318( June 20, 1911).
When she was just seven
mocaths old her father left
his family in search of a spiri-

tual life. Thus her mother

came back to her father's
house with her two living
childrén; a- three and half
year old son and seven-

.n Sufia’s grandparent's
houise her maternal uncles
maintained an aristocratic.
highly cultured status. Even
though' all her uncles were
well educated and had their
owil career. they were ex-
tremely conscrvative abou!
their women Jolk. Her eldest
maternal uaele. who was also
a pundit w1 nany longuages
and had a big. wali equippec
library at .his own nouse,
never aclually gave much
thought ab>ut women's edu-
cation. Hc was strongly
aganst it, s t was consid-
ered very demeaning to their
status.

Yet defying all these age
old conservative thoughts

Sufia expressed her desire tu
study Bangla. During those

times people irem re-
spoke
in Urdu. women folk only
learned Arabic and Persian at
home. Young Sufia along with
others went to the family

commonly believed. a female

is not welcome. If
technological
faciiues as a amaniocents was
ireely and cueaply

child

- avanable then 1he wunber o

"lemale foetus” abornions
would shoot up alarmingly.
Luckily thus i1s not the case.
In diiterate and some %0
“educated” [amihes,

the birth of a daughter, and
the pressure is on her to
F:du“ a male offspring.

fact that the Ia;th:r may
have some contribution to-
nrl:ln the gender of the cl.'uld

rnnt -mm

being said that “its God'l
wish whether the bcﬂ is a
boy or girl". Geod' sh it

is but God has pro-

vided us all with all the rele-
vant factors, so not try
and understand so simple a
process?

Th:gtnder a human

_ tinued to

lands. Moreaver o religious
occasiuns shiec would be lasci-
rfated by hvinns and loved o
hear bailads sunz by the
wurkers. These small oppor-
tuniues o acquire knowledge
made young Sulia even more
thirsty for it.

Seeing her enthusiasm,
her uncles. brothers who
were . in hostels in Calcutta
used to send her story books
by post. When they came
home for vacation Sulfia's
favourite game with them was
‘school-school’. In one such
game - she secured 100%
marks in English and as a
prize her brothers' made her
the subscriber of the famous
Sandesh magazine. Her
brother with his own schol-
arship money sent her the

It was a grand occasion for
her but at the same time she
was extremely tense, and
wanted the matter to be a se-
cret. A from the Nawab

. family receiving Bangla books

by post was considered an
impudent act. However the
post master being her
teacher Pyarilal. kept it un-
der cover and secretly con-
her.
When she was only seven

years old she first met Begu m.l:ﬁ
Rokeya. This left a deep

in her life. Begum Rokeya
impressed Sufia and wanted
her as her student but due to

the l...'t"f'll aEiances Ml Lhe
rigid famuly rules she was

prevenied lisr from the only
Chance ol ny lonni educa-
uorn,

Aceordjng 1o her lamdly
radition she was marned to
her materaal cousin - Sved
Nehal Hossain, a law student,
in the year 1923. when she
was a girl of 12. She camne io
live in Barisal -with her hus-
band. Barisal at that time was
extremely progressive and
Nehal was acquainted with
the editor of weekly Tarun’.
He first gave him his wife's

" writing to be printed.

- Her first publica-
tion. where she wrote as Sufia
N.Hessain., was appreciated
widely except of course by
her uncle, who called them
back to his residence. There
she was under surveillance
while her husband was
abused for such an 'insane’

act. ile she was in Barisal
she also started doing some

social work as well.

She came to Calcutta with
her husband and there she
had the opportunity to meet
Kazi Nazrul Islam, Saugat's
editor Md Nasiruddin. poet
Rabindranath Tagore. Sharat
Chandra. Subash Basu. Lila
Ray. Shamsunnahar Mahmud
etc. :

Inspired totally by her
husband she became the [irst

Bangalee Muslim woman to

_ dence n

Begum Sufia Kamal: Brtaking Barriers,
Clearing the Way for Others

& bmeteRashid

ﬂ}r an aeroplane. At that time,
she flew in a small aircraft
with only a male pilot. This.
however, created enough
wave in the society. But for
her it meant fulfilling a
childhood dream of flying.
Even though she had this de-
sire to be a pilot herself, her
lack of official academic cer-
tificates put an end to it.

However. her carefree life
was brought to an end when
her first husband died pre-
purcl}r at the age of 26
eaving behind his loving wife
and a six-year-old daughter.

This unfortunate incident
brought her to a turning
point in her life. She was re-
garded as a bad omen by ev-
eryone. Hard working and
self reliant as she was she
took a job as a primary school
teacher in Calcutta Corpora-
tion School. To earn this job
of a Tk 50 pay check, Sufia
had to prove her credibility
as she had no academic cer-
tificates. Studying hard for
three months, she sat for an
exam, proved her worth and
got the job.

Sufia N. Hossain remarried
in the year 1939 to Mr Ka-
maluddin Khan [(MSc) and
became Sulia Kamal,

Hegum Sulia Kamal was
11“ avs cousciods about her
us anwd 100K acuve
,J. rLin u*xn sooial cliange.
Shie canwe o ko Bang sdesh
arter vy ludT partition and
SEATIG Mo bl WGTR,

ey ol owar o hade-
Remdenwe, SBoegunl Sulic Ka-
mal staved ai her own resi-
Chanmond: and
continuecd to help our Mukli-
jodhas When her relatives
and neighbours leit for India,
they gave Sufia Kamal their
ration cards. With all these
caras she supplied the Muk-
Ll_;ndhas with food and grains.

During these nine months
she stitched nine Nakshi
Kathas. which later sht de-
scribed as sewn with her
blood.

Begum Sufia Kamal being
an ever diligent woman set
up a rehabilitation cell for the
war-affected. suppressed
womert.

Ardently anxious and ac-
tive, she was at the forefront:
of the silént procession dur- .
ing the '90s mass uprising.

A girl who was born in a
conservative family, she
broke many bdrriers and
paved the ways for the gen-
erations following hers. Hers
was a journey through wild
and untamed territories.

Information taken from Dr
Salim Jahangir's book Sufia
Kamal published by Nari
Uddyag Kendra.

The Gender Factor: Blame
it on the chromosomes

being is determined by t

"sex. chromosomes

acquires or at h:lrth
These are the set of
chromosomes which

determines a person's sex.
There are two types of sex
chromosomes in human
beings. These are the "X"
chromosonie and the 7Y
caromosome. A human beung
d.Ways uUeis a »el ol 1oewe
chromoscmes and u coinbina-
tior. of 'XX" renders a leiawe
gencder and "XY" re.ders a
malc gender. When a zygule
- 1.€. the lirst starung ceil ot
life which develops 1nto Lhe
embryo — is formed, all of us

chromosomes are obtained.

from the parents’' cells.

All chromosomes in hu-
man beings divide before fer-
tilisation occurs
{chromosomes always occur
in sets of two so that their
number is halved. When fer-
tilisation takes place, one
chromosome each is con-
tributed from the male and
I'enl.ulc parents and the re-
sulti zygole gels a com-
plﬁcn::t chromosomes.

The ovum mother cell di-
vides into two ova, each con-
taining one "X" thrm

bmewemParlmm

The sperm mother cell (here
mother cell means the origi-
nating cell) also divides into
two sperms. each containing
one chromosome [rom the
mother cell. Since the sex
chromosomes of a male are
"XY", the sperm cells get. one
"N chremosone aad the
other & Y chnrosiosanie.

A zveole s loronad wiien o
ljll.'

. M .ﬂ....i... R T R Ly
Tesenan® SCTLMlE™E i) G SMubi-
LE okt uu.. Oy Lo Setlidie, N L
Wi VO L b N Vi T ulhonull
(Pl | Gl TIsFanoie a mSaoaka®
‘..:.';.u* ol snern. testhar oo
tamiing an. X'or 2 Y chromeo-
some)] which determines

whether the resuiting zygoie
is an XY and hence a male or
an XX pype. a [emale.The
chances are 50-50 i.e. equally
split for there will always be
an equal number of X sperms
and Y sperms meeting an
ovum., therefere equal
chances of a bov or girl babyv.
Research shows that
slightly more number of boys
than girls are born in most
parts of the world. Though
the reason for this is not very
clear, but it also hap ns that
the mortality rate for baby

boyn and men is also ulighth*

higher than the mortalit
rate for baby girls an
women!

The 'sex’ of the offspring
is therefore clearly seen to be
a complete biological process
oriented one,

It will take a lot of
wdacationt o weduciite the
naostly Jliierate aniasses ol
.l vty betore they
vive D ¥ dioacfalatad sJdE @
wela el stead  Bawsdlda  ohid
"'-I'.--. [ PR aatell] RTULUSN,
s VubdCale Lo Pt aaieosay

AL budiissL, w hio
l‘t*:?:m‘ v vleaessiarnd Lo and

sutl openly blanie & wolnan
for the sex ol the.r children,
wili however regquire difter-
ent methods. Our general
"close-minded” approach to
life. the tendency to blindly
accept things running in the
way they already are and the
refusal-to trv and UNDER-
STAND the actual process is
the longest barrier of all. We
can only hope (and hope
there always is. even if there
is nothing else} that in the

ry near future, we will have
§whulc eneration of pcople,

undtrﬁtaudi
ciating so natura
a process of life.

and appre-
and simple

Needed : Mechanisms to Enable

Mothers to Breastteed

REASTFEEDING em-

rs women. [t gives

tcr control

their . It makes
them less t on the
business interests that pr-

omote bot , and on
doctors and other medical

professionals.

Not only does breastieed-
ing have a cont cl'-
fecl which

pace their children.

reducﬂ the risk of ln.lmlll
for the child and helps pro-

tect the mother against ovar-
'II.I"I' and breast cancer, osteo-
porosis and multiple sclero-
sis.

Recognisin women 's
right to breastieed. more-

over. is acknowledging that
reproductive lcuvlty is
nllynlull:ien tive

produc
work. and that a way has to
he[nundtumtaputatl'mtﬂ
ol activities.
ot the least, breastfeed-
ing challenges the view that
the breast is primarily a sex

Advocates of the
reiierated these points anew
in discussions on women's
reproductive ﬂ'htl at the

m mﬂ“m

l:ndwnd at lht HGO Fo-
ljumn:n‘whrl'ch took pll:? in
s Huairou county from
Augnst 31 to September 8,

1995, was the remluum that

actice

"hrenlrctding is a women's
issue.
Mechanisms . nats

breastfeeding and the we

of the mother lnd the child

include materni ter-

nity leave, chil clr: acili-
ties. flexible work hours and

a private place where women

to promote

can express and store

The klnct which is
based in Penang. Malaysia,
asked individual corisumers

and women's groups to ac
lively oppose misleading
marketing prnﬂiftl of baby
food companies. to boycott
produrcty whose adveriise-
ments use womens breasis

promotion. and to lobby
I'nr tht inclusion ol the
breastfeeding issue in action
plans from the local to the
national levels.

Depthnews Young Asia

CORRIGENDUM

The by line uf the artt-
cle "Essence of People's
Participation in Develop-
ment Programme” printed
in this page yesterday
| should be read as "y M Sai-
t_,fur Rashid” which was: in-
[udurrtrnuu prmfed as “by
. Somesnwar Singh.”
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