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An .erial view of part of the over 18.740 empty chairs
representing the number of those killed in traffie
accidents 1n Israel since 1948, The number of chairs.
placed next to the Tel Aviv-Haifa highway at Kibbutz
Gaash on Tuesday, is greater than the total number of
Israelis killed im military conflicts in the history of
Israel. In a war against traffic accidents initiated by
The World Belungs to Careful Association, Israel starts
the Mew Year to commemorate a traged}r that faces

peuple everywhere.

— AFP/UNB photo

Japanese FM to visit Pakistan:

Jajanese Foreign Minister Yoliei Kono will visit Pakistan
tiiis inonth before a four-day official tip to Tokyo by Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, a Foreign Ministry official said
yesterday. AFP reports from Islamabad.

Kono will come in Islamabad from India and stay from

January 12-14.
Israeli navy

Aduiiral

commander ?«
as Isr naﬂ"

Ami Ayalon stepped down

comninder on Monday to be réplaced by Admiral Alex Tal,

an army spokesman said. AFP repo

Ayalon. who is leavin
appoinied as the head o

fts from Haifa, Israel.

the arm after 32 years may be
Israel's inttmal security service

Shin Beth or its intelllgcncf service Mossad. ~according to

state television.

Clashes leave 9 killed in Sudan:

Nine people including a police officer,
belween Islamic extremists and Sudanese securit

died in clashes
fu-rm

near Wad Medani city, the Intertor Ministry aajd

AFF reports from Khartoum.

The incidents Sunday pitted police
p in Sudan,

a hitherto unknown grou

ainst mumbm of
Takfir Wal

[anathema and emigration) in Kambo Acharah village

ministry said in a statement.

British royals cut tnps abroad.

Members of the B

ish royal family cu

their trips abroad

bv a third last year, the Tlmes reported yesterday. AFP

reports from London.

Basing its calculations on the Daily Curt Circular, the

paper said the 14 leadin
tiines 1 1993, compa

royals went abroad a total of 977
with more than 1,500 in 1994.

FII‘E kl].lS 19 1n Ch As Nineteen people

were killed when fire broke out at a

Shenzipen, soutn Clilna,

fal:tur}r dormi in

on New YE:.:I'S day Hong

Nnewspapers repurted Monday. Reuter reports from Hong

Kﬂnp,

Peace efforts to continue |

despite death threat: Peres

-JERUSALEM. Jan'2: I'ii-
me Minister Siumon Peres
seeehe ppeszsd  shew R T
- remains threatened bv vi-
Gletit Oppatents wil their
finger on the trigger.” but in-
sisted this would not prevent
him from pressing ahead
Withh nis peace efforts, re-
Poris AP,

‘1 don't have any iliusions,
to change things voir have to
take decisions which are not
always popular”. he said dur-
irig a television interview late
Motwlay.

“This is painful for some
people. and there are lots of
~demented people around.”
said Peres. whose predeces-
sor Yitzhak Rabim was assas-
sinated in November by a
Jewish extremist opposed to
Lthe povernment's land-for.
pcace agreements with the
Palestinians.

'l know that there are a
lot of violent people with

their fingers on the trigger
and me in their sights.” he
saicl.

"The situation
scare me even though I know

‘that it's' imipossible to have

perfect security.” he said.
Rabin was

minister. aitended '‘a giant |
ouldoor peace rally, '

Rabin's confessed assassin.
Yigal Amir, said he had also |

hoped to kill Peres, who at
one moment passed within
feet of the gunmen. but the
two men left the rally sepa-

rately and he chose to shoot
only at Rabin.

The government .aecurity

.services have come under

sharp attack for the lapse of
protection around both men

that night and security has-
increased.

Leen gdreatly
arounid Peres since he was
named prime minister:

du

Challen e to NATO

Serbs seize 11 civilians
In Sargjevo

SARAJEVO, Jan 2. The
first hint of a ¢ to the
authority of the NATO peace

ml:;lm to !?hmt. m:l:mht
with a at separ
Serbs seized 1] civilans

the civilians were
from their vehicles
the ﬁh;dm]t
lrave thro Za. a
mtu:‘:uburbuh‘:id by hard-

Monda
d

city of Mostar in southern
Bosnia when tried to

was or who had fired the fatal
shol. Mostar's Muslim and
Croal . communities were hell

‘other former Soviet

‘doesn't-

gunned down |
on November 4 after he and '
Peres, who was then foreign |

The incidents in Sarajevo,
which could not be imunedi-
ately confirmed by the NATO-
led Peace Implementation
Force (IFOR), were the first
real challenge to the al-
llance's declared determina-

' tion to ensure free movement

for eve in 11 days of
otherwise trouble-free opera-
tion.

. The report came just
hours after Bosnians cele-
brated their ﬁnm puc:ﬁll
new year in four years
an exuberant of
into the air with guns
Lmed-u:hm in a ‘lr.lr that

Sarajevos’ 3 midmght
on Supday was m
chinegun tranu'ﬁr: ﬂare
bursts as its war-weary
ians and armed group -:l
comed 1996 in a spirit of
celebration and hope.

. A Bosnian news lgenqr
said it had no informatio
about the fate of 2‘;: t:hﬂim

NATO said it had no offi-
cial knowledge of the ineci-

International
ace mission

dents and added that ctvilian
ice, not its heavily-armed
oops sent in to enforce the
Dayton peace agreemeit,
were responsible for investi-
such matters.

The 11 civilians reported
seized were among many who

-have taken advantage of

NATO's success in securing
freedom ol movement lor

reapl: through areas held by
heir former enemies jour-
neys that would have been
unthinkable a few weeks ago.
Muratovic's office said the
E)mmmmt might be forced
ban its citizens from pass-
llidza, a district .
thlt is due to revert to
ernment control by mld-
March under the Dayton ac-
cord, although it would see
this as a setback in imple-
menting the peace deal.

Diplomats said NATO
riske hﬂnlg dragged into
civilian icing problems
because a dclay in the de-
m yment of a huge interna-
| police force ordered in

by the UH Security Council.

Rao intervenes in Karnataka,

NEW DELHI, Jan 2: Indian
Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao intervened on
Monday to try lo settle a bit-
ler dispute between (wo

southern states over water
for crops, re s Reuter.
Rao a the government

of Karnataka state to release

- six billion cubic [eet (169.9

million cubic metres) of wa-
ter to neighbouring Tamil
Nadu state. which had
claimed its lrt:hu-d crops

were wilhr:rlng and n jeop-

ard';h

rin'u: min.llttr ‘who
spent much of the three
days trying to ate in the
mounting row, set up a
three-member committee to
assess the condition of crops
in both states. The 1 was
asked to submit a report by
January 10.
Rao all'n called a mueunl

of a water resources com-
mission for February to draw

up polity guidelines to gov-

Azad Hind
arrives in
Myanmar

NEW DELHI, Jan 2:The 8-
member téam of Azad Hind

Expedition, which began its
28-day journey from Singa-

- pore to India on December

Lakshmi and Col G S
Dhillon, would travel through
several places like Zeyawaddy
Meiktila, Hlndllnr and

Kalewa in Myanmer and
reach ll:q:hll on Jmmry 14.

' MOSCOW.'Jan 2 Russia)
confirmed on MoA#Ay that ié
had missed a New Year deag;
line for d thousands
of tanks and other military
hardware beyond the Ural
Mountains and said three
republics
also failed to meet the treaty
commitment, reports

General Dmitry Kharch-
enko told Interfax news
agency, Moscow wanted to
push the December 31 1995
deadline pledged by the
Sovjet Union in 1991 back to
the end of lBBH

The delay was purely eco-
nomic, said Kharchmkn who

| sponsible for' internnational

T

is the army . -stall officer re-

mililary cooperation. "About
100 billion roubles (20 mil-

‘lon dollars) in today’s money

is needed to destroy the

Uzbekistan,
and Turkmenistan also

‘missed the deadline becuase

pf a shortage of funds. he
-said. With Russia, they were
respensible for destroying a
total of 10,000 tanks. ~

The Soviet Union agreed to
the deadline on June 14;
IHEI'ltnl which

compromise
cleared the way. to ratification

of the Conventional Forces in, . sysicins.

Tamil Nadu water dispute

ern inter-state water diu-
putes.

“l do bélieve that this is
the only viable process by
which lications such as
we afrc ng with could be
obviated.” the Press 'h'ull of
India q mtudRauJu

Tamil Nadu h uested
11' billlon cubic fﬂ!‘l (311.5
million cubic metres) of wa-
ter from the Cauvery river,
which flows between the two
states. Last month tLhe
Supreme Court told Rao to
seek a lnlutlm to the fester-
mgdi

ndln Radio said Rao's
decillon to ask Karnataka to
release six bililon cubic feet
of water at the rate of 1 bil-
lion cubic feet (28. 32 million
cubic metres) per day was a
el o
slan crops In lTamd
Nadu.

Russia misses New Yr dead]me
for destroying weaponry

Europe (CFE] treaty.

NEW DELHE Jan 2. A
right-wing Hindu politician
whose party rules the west-
ern state of Maharashira has
vowed to -block Pakistani
artistes from performing in
India to protect the nation's
honour, a newspaper said to-
day. reports AFP.

Bal Thackeray. the
founder of thé Shiv Sena
(Shivaji's Army)} Party, said in
the Maharashtra capital,
Boimbay, on Monday that the
baii was a "matter of policy.”

"Why should we welcome
Pakistani artistes when they
have imposed a ban on our
artistes performing there?”
he said. "l believe in a tit-for-
tat policy. I'm not scared of

{ anyone and will not sell the

nation's self respect for gny
gain.”

Thackeray said he would
request Indian screen legend
Amitabh Bachchan to drop
plans for a string of concerts
by Pakistani singers and ac-
tors in India. The event is
being organised by a media
company owned by Bachchan.

|KSA, Djibuti urged

to demarcate
“maritime border
with Eritrea

DUBAI. Jan 2: Eritrean
President Lassalas Afeworkl
called on Saudi Arabia and
Djibouti to demarcate their
maritime boundary with this
country. in an interview pub-

{ lished Monday by the Arab

weekly Al Wasat, reports AFP,

Alfework! sald Eritrea's
conllict with Yemen over the
disputed Red Sea island of
Hanaih Al Kabir, which As-
mara seized on December
after a three day battle in-
volved all nearby countries.

Our conflict with Yemen
will not be settled for good
utitil all the maritime borders
between the two countries
are [ixed, Afeworki told the

newspaper. .

14 GIA members
face trial in

- Morocco
RABAt, Jan 2: Fourteen a)-

: leged arms smugglers for Al-
Thtfntl:nfﬂnm (PEOs o,

‘geria’s undergrountt-Armed

viding for the destruction of 1hslamic Groups (GIA) faced

large amounts of weaponry in

.Europe. had been in doubt

because Moscow had sud-
denly moved some of its mili-

' tray equipment beyond the

Urals and out of the scope of

the treaty.
But Endtr the compro-

misc. Moscow agreed o in-
clhude the weapons, bevond
the Urals in the treaty's over-

.“l“?}':ﬂ}alr&k& d.esid i
beynud the Urals included

- 6.000 1anks. 1 500 a ed
vehicles and 7.000 Tﬂur

& | Alrican country.

Bupermodeh Knthy Iraland {L] Vandala {C] lmd Naomi Glmpbeli wave to the r:ruwd-

while riding «

on a float based on the children's "Jack and the Beanstalk” during the 107th

Tournament of Roses Parade on Monday in Pasadena, Gnhfumu ‘The theme of this
year's parnde was "Kids, Laughter and Druml

5-killed in
Lankan fighting

COLOMBO. Jan 2: An armny

trooper was among five peo-
 fireworks and all the carous-

Ele killed in sporadic clashes
- between security forces and
Tamil Tige r puerillas in east-
ermn Sri a, the military

said today, re:pnrts AFP.

Gunmen of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) attacked an
~army observation post in the

coastal district of Batticaloa

late Monday, l-r.il]ing one sol-
dier and two civilians, a mili-
tary spokesman said.
_ He said two LTTE gueril-
- las were also shot dead by se-
curity forces in the same re-
gion overnight Monday.

The Tigers have ste pped
up their attacks in the is-
land’s eastern regions follow-
ing the loss of their northern
citadel of Jaffna to the army
earlier last month.

The LTTE is leadini a
protracted campaign fur an
independent homeland for

the ialand u two millior. Tamil.

— AFP/UNB phnttl

| the N?eﬂan

g

1AM News an
| newsmag

court here today,

secret trial before a military
repuris
The ten Moroccans and

| four Algerians were arrested

in mid-Oectober at Oujda, near
Morocco's border with Alge-
ria, and in Casablanca. Two

other Moroecans and one Al-

gerian were also picked up
but freed without charge by
the examining magistrate. .

Defence lawyer Mustafa’
Ramid said three more of
those on tirial shouid also
h&tﬂ: been released as there
was virtually no evidence
against them. .

Offices of medla

| group torched

in ngerla

" LAGOS. Jan 2: The offices
of a media group whose pub-
lications are hi critical of

d in an arson
- attack. Tha fire will force the

group to suspend publicauon,
repm?ts AP. ga

< It was the third attack m

three weeks on the ind

denn:t press in the :st
A spokesman t'ur AH Nm

A Mann%ment -sald in a state-
# | ment Monday that unidenti-

‘fied men set ﬂr: to its offices
Sunday. The building, which
houses the dail nmpa
id Wee
azine called Tempn
was destroyed.

The news Frou hu becn
highly critical of
regime, which drcm: its pub—
lications underground for
several months last year dur-
ing a manhunt for their edi-
lors.

military regime |
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A L.h ]mm caricature uf cartoon bird %m:d} "t':- .H’Jd".ﬁ"ﬂkt!

e P

is marched past Big Ben on Monday during New Year's
day celebrations in London. The 10th Lcndon Parade
also included an attempt to beat the world record for the
world's largest band nmultnnmﬂy marching and

playing. '

TAIPEL:

— AFP/UNB photo

'Mml'qediﬁngin
bathroom!

A Taiwanese couple plans to marry

in a

xurious 27 million Taiwan dollar (US 1 million dollars)
iblic bathroom that they built themselves, the China Post

newspaper reported Tuesday, says

Reuter.

The pair and five other cuup&l will marry in, the -

bathroom. lavishly

central Talwan, on January 14 in the hope
world record for a mass bathroom wedding.

newspaper reported.
i said the

¢ L Huel had

/
groom and bride, Lee Wang-Feng
and built the bathroom.

decorated and located in a park in

- of setting a
the

and Chiu

andClﬂululdtheymtndtnmanylnlhathrm-
m*muhcltillrmwmmﬂl © g

= Plangaingmﬁr-
New Year 2000

WELMHGMHI: :Pﬂlﬂ# P-m-
from the arrival of 1996, tiny wmmumtu- in the South

Paetffic are planning big parties

of,us are still recoyering .
for New Year 2000, which

will start hours before the rest of the world, reports AP.

Just west of the international dateline, where,
day begins, tiny island states guc

h as the if Tonga

and Republic of Kiribati are planning national midnight

celebrations, even

though purists insist that thr.

millennium won't start until 2001.
Further south tiny windswept Pitt. lilnnd in New

mvnturewulmakcutﬂﬂntmhabitedhndmwm:

 first sunrise of 2000.
Mﬂtm:chtlwiﬂnrﬂatdﬂd:mhcﬂttm:nu

its rays

January 1,2000, mdwmuﬂﬁrﬂuﬂnumcd. a’

promotions company
Roberts said Tuesday

tlmmaae.

celebrations there.

the company has negﬂialed
utnlhrumdhmdlandutn‘ﬂm:nMﬁrnnght

Myanmar troops caphn'e

- Khun Sa headquarters

BANGKOK, Jan 2: About -

1.500 Myanmar troops have
taken over the jungle head-
quarters of drug warlprd
Khun Sa in the opium grow-

ing Golden Triangle region, -*
civilian sources 1n tin. Lown -

| said today.

Sources in Khun Sa's hilly
stronghold of Ho Mong o
the edge of Myanmar's east-
-ern Shan state. about (kms
{19 miles) from the Thai
border. told Reuters by tele-
phone that Myanmar troops
met no resistance when they
entered Ho Mong on Monday
morning.

"Thousands of HMHI

‘soldiers were trucked into

the -town since Monday
morning,” Khun Kya Oo, a se-

nior official of Khun Sa's
-Mong Tai Army (MTA) living

in northern Thailand said.

L]

" Zealand's remote Chatham Islands, claims the Earth's

F

AmmmﬂnMM

mﬂrearmadﬂamn!rlrmpl

kept moving into the town.

L tntlﬂ' F ' [ .

"Myan
ing deployed at camps where

+ MTA soldiers used 0o live but
they do net disturb viilagers,™

a tivilian source said.

m_m. said it vas

unclear if Khun 8a and his
lmlnrulmmnuum

' Ho Mong.

Khun ‘Sa, 61, an ethnic

indicted by a US court on
various narcotic trafficking

charges, announced his re-

tirement as MTA mnmm.dcr
“in Hnmher 3

The MTA have claimed .tu
be fighting for a Shan state
autonomous from Myanmar's

govenlmtin‘l’aﬂm

New Yr's recovery takes on solemn_ tone wzth deaths, Pope s blessing

UNDATED, Jan 2: After all
the bells arnd whistles, all the

ing that welcomed in 1996

| around the world, a more

splemn tone resonated as re-
covery began on Monday, re-
pﬂrtu AP,

"It's truly important that
we adults think about ensur-
ing that children have a fu--
ture of peace.” Pope Johm
Paul Il said in his New Year's
blessing to tourists and pil-
grims filling St
Square in Rome. "It's our
task. our responsibility."

The pontiff dedicated
1996 to children, especially
those suffering from war and
violence, and after leaving
the central altar of St Peter's
he stopped to caress the

‘were injured

Peter's

in Calcutta, Indil when a
tiger killed a tipsy young man

and mauled his friend aﬂer

jand’
, neck

they tried to place a:
nfmnrlgaldunrumldl

_in a traditional New Year's

greeting. The 13-year-old
male Royal Bengal tiger in
the zoo is nlmed Shiva, after
the Hindu god of destruction,

‘More than 900 Italians
by firecrackers,
rockets, firearms and other
devices set off as the revelry
streiched well into Monday.
Three people were killed,
including a 16-month- uld

baby poisoned by swallowed

. explosives and 3 9-year-old

girl hit on the held by an
exploding rocket as she cele-

‘brated with friends.

At Jeast 11 people were

cheek of a little girl who had ikilled and hundreds were

given him a shy wave :

injured as Filipinos defied a

Celebration turned’ dendly hm on powerful firecrackers

_ streets, wishing

andgum.mmuuuidm
of those killed were hit by
stray bullets, two were

‘blasted by firecrackers, and

itwo were stabbed in drunken
brawls.

After nearljr fuur“ years of
war, Sarajevans savouring
warmth and light and hope
for enduring peace shook
hands and embraced in the
each other
better fortune in 1996.

In a more
servance, the annual Tour-
nament of Roses parade got
under - way Monday in
Pasadena, California, with a
frog at the helm and kids'
‘dreams as the theme.

Kermit the Frog tmlly a
puppeteer crouched in back
of a- 19848 Lincoln convert-

- ible) was grand marshal - the
- first nonhuman to l‘rnd the

pnrndc solo.

t ob-

"'.I'hil is so much fun, I

_can't believe it." said a gig-

gling Rose Queen,
old Keli Hutchins.

+ Fireworks lit up the har-
bour in Sydney. Australia, at

midnight and in one neigh-

17-year-

. ' bourhood drunks climbing

trées and awnings'caused
sSone conslernatiol.

"Police were called in to
help a man who was stuck up
a pole,” a ‘police spo-
keswoman said. "When they
tried to help him down,. the
csowd turned on them and

pelted them with cans and

bottles. No police were
injured and police withdrew
to avoid and incident. They
got him down later." |

The year was ushered in
more sedately in Japan,
where millions of people
streamed to shrines and
temples to pray for no repeat

uf 1995's terrors - the devas-

- tating Kobe earthquake, and

. Tokyo subway gas attack —

and,welcomed the Year of the
Rat with a clamour of bells
and whistles.

The rat, which starts a
new l2-year cycle in the Ori-
ental - zodiac, symbolises
wealth. Traditionally, a house
without rats was a house
without grain.

Thousands of Muscovites
undaunted by a temperature
of 5 ees Fahrenheit (-17
Celsius) set off a firecracker
fusillade, smashed cham-
pagne bottles and posed for
photos with the guards at
Lenin's mausoleum in Red
Square as the clock on the
Kremlin's Spassky tower
chimed midnight.

Eighty equally valiant nud-
ists washed off 199% with a
skinny dip Wr the French Riv-

‘ifera town of Montpellier,
where the Mediterranean
was a cool 48 degrees F (9 C)

- Confetti raining down. an
estimated ,500.000 revelers
came together at America's
most famous New Year's Eve
party to watch a new Times
Square ball — decked out
with strobes, halogen lamps,
a fog machine and 12.000

rhinestones - drop to mark:

the beginning of 1996 in
New York City.

And in Riga, Latvia candy
thieves who learned that the
240 boxes of chocolates they
had stolen were meant for an
orphanage were struck by a
pang of seasonal spirit - they
decided to compensate the
kids.

"It's a matter of honour.”
one of the thieves told the
ITAR:-Tass news agency,

—

4 more killed-

in Karachi

KARACHI, Jan 2. At least
four people were killed in a
E:nhatt!e with Pakistamt po-

e today in Karachi, rai
the ﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂ*tﬂl‘l‘l city's deat

toll in the New Year to 22.

police and ambulance work-
ers said, reports Reuter.
Police said the four were
killed in a n-battle at
Sharifabad in District Central
after a night-long search of
the —area for suspecis in
Handaya killing of four
soldiers and one policeman.
More than 20 suspects of
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
2!3 were detained, police

More than 1.950 people
died in 1995 in ethnic, sec-
tarian and political violence
that has wracked Pakistan's
commercial capital.

The governmen!t blames
the for most of the vib-
lence while the MQM accuses
security forces of the blood-

| shed

L B



