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Editor's Note . .

What is "Live from the Internet'?

Curious about what Bangladeshi expa-
triates think about our current political cri-
sis? Just ask. Want to know what it's like
student at an Ameri-
can university? Just ask. Want to know
about the Bangladeshi community in UK,
Middle East, Canada, Japan, Australia,
Russia - anywhere? Just ask. In this way,
we hope to link you, our readers, directly to

the rest of the world (anonymous com-

being a

ments are also accepted).
The following

ghs in medicine. All in a blink of the eye.
The result: A vast new world -- a vast

new world of information.

articles and comments
come from the largest network of comput-
ers in the world - the Internet. Over four
crore people from around the globe are di-
rectly connected to the Internet, including

hundreds of expatriate Bangladeshis living
in such places as East Asia, North Amer-

ica, Australia, the Middle East, Scandi-
navia and Central Europe. By connecting
their computers to local Internet host sites
through modems and telephone lines, In-
ternet users can exchange massive
amounts of information - everything from
simple New Year's greetings, to the latest
satellite images, to important breakthrou-

The following articles, or "posts” (to use
Internet parlance), come from the
Bangladesh Internet newsgroup called
"soc.culture.bangladesh," or SCB. In this
newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss is-
sues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from
the Internet" the Daily Star reprints these
posts verbatim (complete with English lan-
guage errors) — just as they would appear
on your computer screen. They have only
been edited for size and relevance to the
subject matter.

And now you, the readers of the Daily
Star, are also connected to the Internet.

Every Tuesday, the Daily Star will pub-
lish "Live from the Internet" and invite
your responses (see address). The Daily
Star will then type your responses into its
computer network and send them back to
the Internet newsgroup where they will be
read and commented on by participants
from around the world. Interesting and
relevant discussions, including your own
comments, will appear in "Live from the

Internet” during the following weeks.
So start writing. And welcome to the wo-

rid of international computer networking.

lete with
have

Daily Star to

Publish SCB
Daily Star
dstar@dhaka.agni.com
Dhaka, Bangladesh:

The Daily Star is pleased
to announce the introduction
of soc.culture. bangladesh
into its pages.

Somnath Sen
ssen@scf usc.edu
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia, USA:
What does this

mean to

non-Bangladeshi bengalis?

Can only citizens of
Bangladesh respond? What if
I want to say HOWDY to my
friends in Bangladesh who
might just look through the

What if
I want to say
HOWDY to my friends
in Bangladesh who
might just look

through the Star once

in a while?
— Somnath Sen, California, USA

Star once in a while? Be-
sides my roots are in

Bangladesh.

Naeem Mohaiemen
naeem®@ix.netcom.com

New York, USA:

I think the extracts from
scb that DAILY STAR is
printing would be an excel-
lent opportunity for folks
from West Bengal to get their
opinions exposed to
Bangladesh audience.

So my advice, whenever
discussing a topic that you
think might be of interest to
sc.bangladesh [e.g. satyajit
ray, tagore, dui bangla theory,
sylhetis, mujtaba ali, baje
golpo XXI, 1971, etc.). please
cross-post to scbangladesh,
bearing in mind that if your
article is interesting, it may
show up in DAILY STAR pa-
per of Bangladesh.

English

On behalf
of the Bangladeshi
commaunity of Logan

IBindu

Wish you all for
the coming

New year!!!!!
—Dewan Gazzali, Utah, USA

Happy New Year
Bangladesh!
sl6gj@cc.usu.edu
Utah State University, USA
The 25th Victory day was
observed at Utah State Uni-
versity . Logan.,Utah. We ob-
serve the victory day on 16th
december and had a culteral
program followed by a dinner
party arranged by Bangla-
deshi Student Association in
the next day. About 75 Bang-

ladeshi from different stste

joined us at the party. On

behalf of the Bangladeshi
community of Logan I Bindu
Wish you all for the coming
New yearfiiifitmu

The following articles, or "posts" (to use Internet parlance), come from the Bangladesh Internet
newsgroup called "soc.culture.bangladesh," or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around the
world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant to
Star reprints these posts verbatim (

on your computer screen.

Bangladesh. In "Live from the Internet" the Daily
errors) -- just as they would appear

language
mmg-mwmm@_ﬁamm
- Who Decides Hartal?

Swapon Ghosh
ghosh@minerva.ias. hi-

roshima-w.ac.jp
Hireshima University, Japaru
The people are -the
supreme authority to decide
whether opposition demand
is resonable or not. Of course
people can reject Hartal if
they think it is not reason-
able.

Zahid Hussain
zahid@rajshahi.demon.co.uk
London, UK:

Indeed people are

supreme judge of whether a
demand is just or ptherwise.
However, it is extremely dif-
ficult to gauze whether the
hartals are indeed supported
by the public. Political parties
in Bangladesh are not un-
known to pay hoodlams to
incite riot and enforce har-
tals by threatening and con-
ducting violance to the ex-
tent of looting and burning
buisnesses, beating up taxi
drivers and damaging their
vehicles. :

Do tell us if these acts are
democratic and reasonable?

People should be able to
withdraw their labour in
trade disputes, where their
pay and condition is involved
(ie as the dispute in France).

The current wave of hartals
in Bangladesh are political in
nature, people are not with-
drawing their labour because
they have a dispute with the
government but because the
opposition parties are en-

gaged in activities to oust the
encumbunt government.

We reproduce them authenti
know what

\ expressed in these columns.

Disclaimer )
The Internet is a global medium of communication and

expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
| author’s own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
cally to permit our readers to

s abroad are feeling
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions

and saying.

- Editor.

Vivid Memories of 1971

"Chﬂdren of Three Families" |

Montaz All
mali@kasper.abo.fi
Finland.:

Dear friends: This is the
months of our glorious vic-
tory. Let us re member those
who sacrificed their lives for
the cause of our true feelings
that we are an independent
nation with our own identity
and dignity.

| was a littele boy and as
obvious in this month my
vivid memories of war takes
me back to the site where
103 (one hundred and three)
the brightest sons of our land

were brutally murdered in
my village.

My home was in the front-
line and as a result we had to
leave home and take selter
in an abandoned hindu house
two Kilometer away. Every
week | used to come to my
home with my father, uncle
or cousins when opportunity
came. | saw my mother and

and 10-15 muktijodha were
killed in that battle.

One day while | was
playing with the others in a
field near to the main road |
saw Tara Miah (a village
doctor. well respected
person of Bhitarbond bazar)
was being taken away hy
several youngs. Later he was
gun down with three others
(unknown) in the fool ball
ground in the Nagesawarl
bazar. After Liberation his
sons discovered his mutilated
body in a shallow grave and
brought it back home. Some
of "these children’ were
involved in his killing.

Childern of C were re-
sponsible of burning houses.
In Katal-bari one kilimeter
from kurigram town one
whole village were burnt into
ashes in the leadership ol Ta-
sul Islam Chaudhiri (Son of
C). That was the village of
former VP of Kurigram Col-
lege and now a Local Aler.

... my vivid memory of the war takes me back
to the site where 103 of the brightest sons
of our land were brutally murdered

in my village.

my sisters were always in

tears. On several occasions
we had to hide in a small
bush or in the "jute ground”
amid fears of raid by pakis
and the rajakers.

Kurigram was a place of
three vetern Muslim Lea-
guers (ML} and Many of the
crime were committed by
the "children of three fami-
lies” Here is the descriptions
of “"three families”

A Family of Kasim Miah in
Olipur .

B. Family of Alhaj Saifur
Rahman in Nageswari.

C. Family of Ponir Miah in
Kurigram.

The eldest son of family A
[(Maidul [slam Mukul} was the
supreme commander ef the
command counsil of rajakers
with sector and subsector
commander from family B (in
a lesser degree) and family C.
All of these three "Great
Housest?)” were turned into
mini cantonments. Family A
had several mini canton-
ments in and arount of their
house where many suspected
Awami Leaguers (AL) and
young people [suspected
Freedom fighters (FF)) were
tortured and even rnurdered

One of the cantonment of
A once was attacked by FF

More tragedy started
when the fronthines were
shanging rapidiy and one day
FF were fighting back Rein-
forcements were arriving
shortly with two vehicles of
FF and they were just passing
"Baparier hat” where (in my
village) they were ambushed
by enemies. | hard in the am-
bush "children” of A and C
families were present. Later
however these "children” re
visited the site and shouted
at the deadbodies saving
"indian agem" and "where is
your joy bangla now" etc

Their slogan ‘joy bangla is
now abandoned probably be
cause 1t 1s too powerful! How
can we respect them without
their so beloved slogan “joy
bangla "7

After the tragic death of
Bhabgobandhu these ‘three
ML families’ soon became
BNP and their children went
on to become the cabinet
minister and MFs

Can anybody please tell me
what is the difference be
tween
la) Killers of 1971
now Jl and
(b} Killers of 1971 who are
now BNF

who are

" its

Debate on role of Rakkhi Bahini
-~ and Other issues

Here is an example of how
Internet works. Two
Bangladeshis — one in the
USA. another in Hong Kong

— argue with one another
about Rakkhi Bahini's role

and present political issues
as if they are sitting across a
table.

Read and join their debate. if
you wish.

Sajedur Rahman

mridsaj@minna acc. lil. edu
[JSA.

Now let me tell little bit how
widely the propaganda was and
is being made against Al and
Sk. Mujib. Khaleda Zia always
tells about the ‘Rokkhi Bahini.
'‘Rokhi Bahini was nothing but
an extra force like police. But it
was stronger than police force.

Parvez
khim@hkursc. hkeu. hk
Hong Kong:

Stronger 7 In what sense?
Stronger in torture and
persecution authority? Or what
7 Raxi Bahin! was created to
oversee Awaml interest over the
whole of the country. Yes. Rakxi
Bahini was stronger than police.
Because they could arrest any
one on any plea at any time and
detain for any period they wished
to without any trial and torture

' in any way they liked until the

death of the captive (if they

' wanted to kill him). Police is a
| legitimate law enforcement

authority and is bound by
constitutional law. Rakxi
Bahini, on the other hand. was
a politucaly motiviated party and
para-military in status and had
unlimited and undefined power
of persecution and torture.
Folice works wunder the
command of home ministry and
authority is defined
constitutionaly. Can you please

' tell us under which ministry did

Rakxi Bahini work and how its
authority was defined ? To my
utmost knowing Rakxi Bahini
was not under home ministry
but under direct control of
Awami Leader . Its authority was

- not defined.

Rahman. USA: We really needed
this kind of low-enforcement
force 1n that time

Parvez, Hong Kong: Is it ? | think

. a legimate government will

suggest a stronger police force
other than organising a para

military force under political
leadersip if situation i1s worse

Alter all. it is easier to modérmise
and reinforce an already existing
law -enforcing force rather than
building up a new force

Rahmarn USA Jasod and some
other parties started anarchism
in Bangladesh

Parvez, Hong Kong: They started
terrorising after they were not
allowed to speak epenly. Things
that happened actually was that
when they were disallowed to
use weapon of language. they
started speaking in the language
of weapon.

Rahman. USA: Police force was

not enough to fight against them.
The need of stronger force arised
then

Parvez. Hong Kgng: Then why |

not to reinforce the police forec?
Why to establish a new force
under the control of a party
leader ?Why was it para-military
in nature ? Why not civil force ?
If they would have reinforced
the Police force. it would serve a
long term purpose of Police
capability to fight crime.

Rahman.

army officers were ble
for the propa-ganda that Rokhi
Bahini is a parallel force toarmy
and they are having better arms
and better training than army
do. This was one of the reason

which provoked the coup against
Sk. Mujib.

Parvez. Hong Kong: Wrong.
Millitary never said Rakxies are
getting better training. They said
Rakxies were getting better
opportunities and eating up a
big amount of the budget.

Rahman, USA: AL deserves this
chance. Why are we so reluctant

to see AL Iin power?

Parvez, Hong Kong: | can speak
for myself. | am scared that
Rakxie era will return once
Awami league assumed power.

Rahman, USA: AL was in power

Parvez, Hong Kong: | think they
did for what they were created.

Rahman. USA: | guess nobody
will answer affirmative here. Now
if asked if we need police force,
no negative answer will come,
although most people are sick
of what they're doing.

Parvez, Hong Kong: Wrong
comparison. Whatever police is
doing. they don't have tyrranical
power. They are corrupt. And
many police are often punished
as well. Your Rakxies, had
unlimited power. Rakxies,
unusual in their cruelty,
barbarity and power could only
be compared with Hitlers
Gestapo. Almost all of the poice
detainess came back home but
few of Rakxie's detainees had
the fortune to return alive. Army
had legitimate reason to be
scared when they see Rakxies
being armed with Heavy Mortar
and light artillary.

Rahman, USA: After Zia took over
the power, he himself said that
Rokhi Bahini did not have
anything - no good armaments,
even not a good training as that
of army.

Parvez. Hong Kong: That was in
comparison with millitary. But
Rakxies were a growing threat.

Rahman, USA: Bul during Sk.
Mujib's ruling, Zia and other

USA: Thisis [ =] only for three
Lo This is the and halfyears
Jbackground |- background of country was
Bahini. 'Rﬂkhl Bﬂhlﬂl'. r‘ll:?t?:wa
Parvez. Hong — Rahman, USA condition
Kong: No. after our
This is not. liberation
Thllll'll"l"ﬂﬂl | Nﬂ'- nh b Mtl WAar, and
a n d |Thisis wrong and | there was no
misleading. lead ‘l’lﬂ recognition
Rahman. mis ‘ { o r
USA: | don't =~ Topes; Maglong: | Aangladest
say that —_ from the
Rokhi Bahini did their job as ~ DIG&est dﬁﬂﬂﬂu_l::t lﬁhmiﬂdh

ppﬂlﬂd ASieTn Ccoun 8, many
{::rfﬁct]yau thcywm;e = European countries. In this

situation. it was very hard to
provide a square meal for the
common people. let alone other
fundamental needs.

Parvez, Hong Kong: This is
correct. | admit.

Rahman, USA: Besides many
people took advantage of the
Muyjib's liberalism.

Parvez, Hong Kong: Those are
also Awami Leaguers. Infact
Awami people mislead Mujib and
brought his fall.

Rahman, USA: But at least we
should believe that Sk. Mujib
tried his best to build the
‘country. In many respect, his
success was tremendous even
in such an adversity. Khaleda
Zia also kept telling of her first
three years in power that the
autocracy took away everything,
so we should allow her more
time to show her work. Well we
did. But we did not do that to
Sk. Mujib.

Parvez, Hong Kong: Mujib's
attempt was thwarted
completely by selfish and
opportunistic leaders. Even {f
Mujib were in power for decades,
nothing better could be achieved
uniess he could shrugg off the
honey sucking bees around him

Rahman, USA: Many of us like
to think that Khaleda Zia would

keep her mouth shut and
congratulate AL if AL won that
election instead of BNP. Actually
it would never happen. If you
were reading the news-papers
before the '91 election. you might
have seen many statements
made by Khaleda against the
Shahabuddin’s ad-ministration.
| remember couple of them. Once
in a public meeting, she told she
got information that some people
in the administration are
working for other party (she
explicitly did not tell AL). In
another public meeting, she said
if you people saw any rigging,
prevent them with bamboo
sticks (just “prevent them’
would be OK, but the addition
“bamboo sticks™ is obviously
instigative). At the beginnig of
election result announcement
in TV. She always had doubt
that administration and the
election commission were not in
favor of her party. When
Shahabuddin Ahmed said that
he could not hand over the power
to Khaleda because of
constitutional barrier then -
Constitution had to be changed
to make this process legal.
Khaleda made some statements
to embarrass him. If you
impartially think, then you will
realize she would not stop at

just making the statement like

‘Sukho Kerchupi’, it would go
far beyond that.

Parvez, Hong Kong: This is true.
Khaleda would probably not be
perfect in democratic culture if
she would have lost the election.
But this doesn't stand as a
justification for Hasina's
activities.

Rahman, USA: We are blaming
the opposition parties, especially
AL for calling so many hartals. |
also agree this. But at a same
time, why don’t we also blame

the government party for this
crisis.

Parvez, Hong Kong: Goevrn-
ment party is sufficiently lenient
over this issue. It is the
opposition which is stubbom.
All foreign mediators too
unlaterally accused the
opposition for lingering the
crisis.

Rahman, USA: Obviously they
are also part of this and have
the biggest responsibility to end

this crisis. Just blaming a
particular party and ignore every
fault of another won't solve our
current political crisis. We
should understand what is good
for us, for our country, not for
those politicians and their
parties and should compel them
to do what we want.

Parvez, Hong Kong: | agree

-

Live Debate Between Khalida Zia
and Sheikh Hasina?

Rinku Anisuzzaman
anisuzzaman. 1 @postbox.acs.o
hio-state.edu

Ohio State University, USA:

[ just read that Hasina is
willing to debate zia, but only
if the debate is broadcast on
national TV and radio. Hasina
has put the country to so
much pain, and all of a sud-
den, she is willing to talk
with the BNP. My question is,
why now? why did she not do
this when this whole "crisis”
started?

Her selfish motives are
known by all Bangladeshis.
She will easily sacrifice the
country for her own needs.
Bangladesh does not need
her, she needs Bangladesh.
Its because of people like
Hasina that our country is go-
ing nowhere. While [ dont
know much about Bangla-
deshi politics, I know that
Khalida was elected through
a reasonably fair election (by
Bangladeshi standards).
Where is Hasinas proof at
massive vote riggin by the
BNP? Does she have any
proof in the first place?

Swapan Ghosh

ghosh@minerva.ias. hi-
roshima-u.ac.jp
Hiroshima University, Japan:

[ think You don't know the
beginning of this crisis. Long
Long month ago Hasina
ofered this debate to the PM
Begum Zia. The PM replied,
she agreed in any such de-
bate, but it must be in the
perliament.

[The previous| election
was conducted by a non-party
caretaker Govt. But during
telepohone conversation with

Hasina The PM lost her
memory. It is not possible
for You to learn how

Bangladeshi politicians ma-
nipulate vote results. Gen. Zi-
aur Rahman got 98% vote on
his favour in a refurendum.

Ershad was more clever; he
got much less than 98%. Go
to Bangladesh and ask
Magura People about the
proof of vote rigging. Wish-

ing you a happy and prosper-
ous New Year.

Montaz Ali
mali@kasper.abo.fi
Finland:

What's wrong if such a de-
bate is to be held in TV and
radio? I think that is a good
news. At least people can lea-
son to both of them (Hasina
and the PM). For the crisis all
parties deserves critism for
their fair share, why Sk
Hasina alone? As to the vote
raging, I think people of
Magura khow better than us.
Yes. | agree, It's time to "put
up or shutup” now.

Saif Ahmed
sahmed@cs.oberlin.edu
Oberlin, USA:

Well, lets ask similar ques-
tions of Khaleda. She has
been saying for the past 2
months that she's willing to
offer a caretaker government,
it's the 90 days idea she
doesn't like. Why now? Why
not two years ago when the
AL asked BNP to introduce
bill for a constitutional
amend-ment to allow for a
caretaker government for all
parliamentary elections.
There was nothing wrong
with the demand then, and
there's nothing wrong with it
now. Though [ personally
don't think that would have
averted the crisis, 1 think
Hasina would have found
some other excuse for a
‘movement’, but a provision
for caretaker government
might have averted future

crises.
As for the debate, I'm all

for it. There should be more
live debates. Dirty tricks or

not. it will expose the politi-
cians.

Massacre of 21st
. February

nonymaous
oshrwny@ix.netcom.com
USA:

Someone recently told me
that the 21st of February oc-
cupies a special place in
Bangladeshi national life and
that on this date in 1952,
more than a 100,000 citizens

were massacred in Dhaka
during protests over the sta-

| tus of the Bengali language.

Could someone shed more
light on this event and its
~-significance viz. the devel-
opment of Bangladeshi na-
tionalism. I personally find
the number of casualties
quite incredible, especially
on a single date. This is not
to suggest that a smaller
number would diminish the
importance of the event and
its memory, just trying to get

an accurate picture.
Saif Ahmed

sahmed@cs.oberlin.edu
Oberlin, USA:

Your facts are not entirely
correct. In all 3 people were
killed and hundreds injured.
But it is true that the day is
very significant in the history
of Bangladesh. Bengalis of
East Bengal sacrificed a lot
towards the creation of Pak-
istan in 1947. Thousands of
lives were lost in the com-
munal riots of the time. But
almost immediately after the
creation of Pakistan. Mo-
hammed Ali Jinnah, in his
first ever visit to Dhaka (then
Dacca) declared that Urdu
would be the official language
of all of Pakistan. Bengalis felt
a tremendous sense of be-
trayal. Urdu was the language
of less than 20% of Pakistan
whereas Bengali was spoken
by more than half the popula-
tion. Bengalis began to feel
like a colonized nation once
again. Protests began over the
declaration and gradually
grew in intensity when in
1952 hundreds of thousands
of protesters marched in the
streets of Dhaka. Police at-
tacked the crowds with
sticks. and guns which re-
sulted in three deaths and
thousands of injuries. After
that incident. Bengali was
declared the official language
of East Pakistan. The lan-
guage movement is signifi-
cant for a number of reasons.
Firstly, it enforced the notion
that Bangladesh was once
again a colonized nation. Sec-

ondly, it shifted Bengall na- .

tionalism from a religion
based one, which resulted in
the breakup of British India
into India and Pakistan, to a
language based one. This,
along with economic ex-
ploitation of East Pakistan,
led to the creation of various
autonomy movements and at
least one (NAP) movement
for independence.

the Internet”

1205. Fax: 863035.

The newsgroup, ;Df mculture bangladesh, has been
provided coutesy of Agnt BBS

Please send or fax your Internet posts to: "Live from
Daily Star. House 11, Road 3, Dhanmond!( R/A, Dhaka-

If you have an email account, you can email your post
directly to:soc-culture-bangladesh@® pws.bull.com

Letters should be no more than 500 words in length
and titled. Anonymous letters will also be accepted.

A Question
Abul Anisuzzaman
anisuzzamar. 1 @postbox.acs.o
hio-state.edu
Ohio, USA:

Why does Bangladesh have
s0 many ministries? It seems
that for a country our size,
our buraucracy is overwhelm-
ing. We have ministries for
everything -railway, works,
fisheries. Some of these min-
istries are essential [-kmow,
but com on, cant we cu‘i
down on some of the re
tape?

AND NOW MY TOP 7
PROPOSED MINISTRIES

1. ministry of pan affairs

2. ministry of sweets

3. ministry of caretaker gov-
ernments

4. ministry to ensure that
vote rigging does no occur

5. ministry of pandit affairs

6. ministry of student vio-
lence and homemade bomb
affairs |

7. ministry of hartals

while this list is absurd, so
are some of the ministries
that ACTUALLY DO exist in

Bangladesh.
CA

kgazi@ix.netcom.com

Funny you should say that,
for fact is stranger than
fiction ! Notice my comment
"BD must evolve its own
characteristic democracy”.
To truly implement
DEMOCRACY in BD I can
vouch for at least 6 of your 7
items listed above "[: (2 (; ".
BTW. dont forget The
Ministry of Rickshaws |

Best Bengali
Cookbook

Sangeeta Muhkerjee
sangeeta. mukherjee®eng.sun.

com, Cal{fornia, USA:

Could you recom-mend a
Bengali cuisine cookbook?
The ones that | have are all
written by Non- Bengali, so |
am assuming that they are
second hand recipes. Do you
use a cookbook that you think
offers authentic recipes?
Also, what bookstore would
carry this?

S. Bari
shahedaziz@mail utexas.edu
University of Texas, USA:
One excellent book that all
Bangladeshi girls get when
they get married (often sev-
eral copies) is called Ranna
Khaddo Pushti. It's written
by Siddiqua Kabir, who is a
professor in Dhaka and has
some wonderful recipes. It
covers basic dishes to very
fancy stuff (and we all agree
Muslims are better at the
biryani type food). Just use
your own judgement with the
quantities - khe tends to use
a bit too much oil. Good eat-

ing!




