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Laws against rape
need to be reviewed

"Rape laws in Bangladesh
need to be reviewed in the
light of international human
rights standards,"” said the
participants at a workshop on
"rape laws and medical evi
dence" in the city yesterday,
reports BSS.

The workshop was held at
the Bangladesh Institute of
Law and International Affairs.

Existing practices of in-
vestigating and prosecuting
rape as violating women's
right to equality, dignity and
personal security. Such prac-
tices too often focus on a
women's sexual history and
her character instead of on
the violence perpetrated
against ‘ther. “We reject the
notion that a raped woman
should be shamed and stig-
matised.” said Sigma Huda, a
human right activist.

Medical reports which re-
flect stereotyped notions of
women's sexuality can effec-
tively destroy a raped
woman's chance of legal re-
dress. "We have even found
medical reports where 12
year-old girls are described
by doctors as "habituated” to
sexual intercourse,” she said.

The participants stressed
the need for placing greater
reliance on a raped woman's
statement as well as to pro-

viding adequate medical sup-
port to ensuring effective
prosecution of rape cases.
They recommended that pri-
vate medical practitioners be
allowed to conduct prelimi-
nary examinations of rape
victims. They also stressed
the neefl for conducting psy-
chological examinations in
rape cases. Medical examina-

tions of the accused man |

should be regularly carried

out, together with the exam- »

ination of the raped woman.

6 extortionists |

held m city

By Staff Correspondent

Detective police arrested
six alleged extortionists and
recovered some arms. am-
munition and bombs from a

house at Khilgaon in the city
yesierday.

Police raided the house at
about 9 am and recovered
two revolvers, one pistol, and
eight rounds of bullets, police
sources said.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Rashed. Biddut, Faisal,
Ripon. Shahed and Hanif.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia laid the foundation stone of Kamtua Bﬂdge at

Debiganj in Panchagarh district yesterday.

JCD rally today

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD), the student wing
of ruling BNP, will hold a
student rally at Panthapath in
the city this afternoon. BNP
Chairperson Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia will at-
tend the function as chief
guest, party sources said.

Pak army officers

From Page 1

charged on December 20 un-
der the Pakistan Army Act
and clauses of Pakistan's pe-
nal code.

They have been accused of
"conduct to the prejudice of
good order and military dis-
cipline, conspiring to wage
war against Pakistan and at-
tempting to seduce any per-
son from his allegiance to the
government.”

Ctg Mayor
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gramme of barricade over
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
and said this was due to the

observance of country-wide
barricade programme yester-

Mohiuddin claimed that
the demands raised by him
were the demands of the
people of Chittagong. "But |
don't press for implementing
the demands overnight. The
government may fulfil those
in phases also.”

Without naming, Mohiud-
din alleged that a minister
was creating obstacles in the
functioning of Chittagong City
Corporation. The minister
was also trying to get the files
of the corporation in other
ministries shelved, he fur-
ther alleged.

i

Welcome New Year
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ers as soon as the clocks
clicked 12 midnight.

In the capital, people
were in a jubilant mood. They
were seen busy yesterday in
last minute purchase of
greeting cards and flowers to
share the moments of joy
with near and dear ones.

Some bullcings in the city
rere itluminated colcurfully.
Jubilait people marked it
with enthusiasm hoping from
one family or social party to
another.

In the world scenario,
some posilive development
took place in 1995. Remark-
able among those are — con-
tinued peace process in the
Middle East despite the
tragic assassination of Israeli,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra-
bin, who along with Simon
Peres and PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat won Nobel
Peace Prize for 1994, end of
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
peace process in trouble-torn
Sri Lanka and release of Aung
Sung Sue Kyi, symbol of
democracy in Myanmar.

Another interesting de-

velopment that drew atten-
tion of the plople at large
was revival of communist par-

ties . under multi-party
democracies in Russia and
Poland.

There are tragedies also.
Some 25,000 people per-
ished in a disastrous earthg-
uake in Japan, peace remains
a nightmare in Afghanistan,
Kashmir Valley remains
volatile, Karachi remains a
boiling pot due to ethnic
strife, a bomb devastated the
World Trade Centre in the
US city of Oklahama,
completely undermining the
consensus against nuclear
explosions, France did it a
number of times in Muraroa
Atoll in the Pacific.

The 14-year-old marriage
of the most discussed royal
couple of British aristocracy
Prince Charles and Princes
Diana has hit the worst phase
following the Queen's request
to them to divorce.

In Bangladesh. the linger-
ing political crisis is going to
step into its third year amid
frustrations among the
masses.

s

remain in force.
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Special Notice regarding
overseas telephone calls at
25% reduced rate

It 1s notified for information of the valued
telephone subscribers that for the convenience
of overseas telephone callers it has been decided
to reduce the overseas call charge by 25% on
Fridays and all Government holidays. This will
be effective from 1st January 1996.

Besides, facilities for making overseas
telephone calls during off peak hours everyday
from 11 am to 8 am at 25% rebate rate will

-
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NGO rally
From Page 1

A number of NGO leaders
and political personalities
including Dr Kamal Hossain,
Dr Kazi Faruque Ahmed,
Khusi Kabir, Advocate Sigma
Huda were seen talking to
police personnel at the
venue.

Dr Kamal Hossain told the
Daily Star that police was
obstrueting setting up of the
stage unlawfully.

"We have court verdict to
hold the rally at this venue,”
salid Advocate Sigma Huda.
"This gives us the right to
erect the stage.”

“"We are going by the law.”
said Dr Faruque, "When we
took permission for the rally,
nobody told us that we need
permission of the DC Traffic.
Now they have come up with
this excuse."”

Later, the NGO leaders
left the venue to take per-
mission from the I[nspector
General of Police for holding
the rally. But nothing could
be known till filing the re-
port late last night.

Meanwhile, a single
member Special Vacation
Bench of the High Court yes-
terday stayed an order issued
by the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) regarding can-
cellation of a permission
granted earlier for use of land
speakers at a national rally of

grassroots.organisation in the
l:lty today.

]
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PM lays foundation of

DEBIGANJ (Panchagarh),
Dec 31: Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia today urged
all to keep continuity of the
success story of development
and help consolidate the
democracy in the country,
reports UNB.

"The success in develop-
ment activities throughout
the country is the success of
democracy. It's the success of
your inspiration for work.”
she said. "Let's together
strengthen this trend of suc-
cess, let's consolidate demo-

cracy.
Begum Zia was speaking at
the foundation-laying cere-
mony of a bridge across the
river Karotoa at Debiganj in
Panchagarh in the afternoon.
It will be the fourth China-
Bangladesh Friendship Bri-
dge in the countn
The long-cherished
577.40-metre-long bridge
will cost Tk 60 crore. The
on Boda- j-Do-
mar-Jaldhaka road is being
financed jointly by the gov-

ernments of Bangladesh and
China.

Laying the foundation, Be-
gum Zia told a huge gathering
at the River View Girls’
School ground that develop-
ment of communication net-
work is one of the important

ways of achieving economic
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advancement.

“If we can build a smooth
communication network, it
will be easy to ensure a bal-
anced development in the
country,” she said.

JCD factions
trade gunfire
in Ctg: 1 hurt

From Stafl Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 31: A
gunfight between rival [ac-
tions of the pro-BNP Chhatra
Dal today rocked the Pahar-
toli College campus, accord-
ing to police.

Al one stage the gunfight
spread in the Pahartoli rail-
way school premises. One
person Md Azad (30), re-
ceived bullet wounds during
the gunfight, police said.

Azad was admitted into
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital for treatment.
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New capital adequacy system
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views that the existing Hahﬂ-
ity-based system does not
hinge the banks against such
situation.

The central bank is ex-
pected to notify the sched-
uled banks about the new sys-
tem by next week and they
will have to implement it
within two months of notifi-
cation, the sources said.

Those banks which will
face problems in implement-
ing the new a:fntem will be
given two years' time to ac-
quire capital adequacy.

Under the existing sys-
tem, a scheduled bank has to
maintain a minimum six per
cent of its demand and time
liabilities, or Taka 20 crore,
in case of banks registered in
Bangladesh and taka 10 crore
in case of banks registered
outside the country,
whichever is more as capital
adequacy.

The demand liabilities in-
clude current account, call
deposit and 11 per cent of
savings account while time
deposit liabilities consist of
89 per cent of savings ac-
count and term deposit.

In modern banking sys-

tem, this rule regarding capi-
tal adequacy has been aban-

doned in both developed and
developing countries. The
Switzerland-based Bank for
International Settlement
(BIS), an international regula-
tory for banks, recommended
introduction of risk-weighted
capital adequacy and a mini-
mum of eight per cent of
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risk-weighted assets as capi-

tal adequacy, said a Banglr
desh Bank source,

To give legality to the new

. risk-based capital adequacy,

the central bank, with prior
approval of the government
has arranged legal coverage
under Article 6 (13) Ka of
Bangladesh Bank Company
(amendment) Law, 1995.
Earlier, Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman in 'his letter
on March 9, 1994 to the
Managing Director, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF),
had mentioned about intro-
duction of the new system of
capital adequacy. Different in-
ternational organisations like
the IMF, the World Bank and
Financial Sector Reform Pro-
ject (FSRP) members had
also repeatedly recom-
mended introduction of risk-

based capital adequacy sys-
tem

AB Bank com-
mittee examined the new
system and recommended it
for adoption before sending it
to the Division of the
Finance Ministry for approval.

Under the new system,
according to Bangladesh
Bank, risk of both on and off-
balance sheet items will be
reflected, which will help
analyse the risk of bank's
credits and advances as well
as of borrowers.

If the loans are pm-vided

inst guarantees, the risk
of the guarantor will also be
considered in the risk man-

t.
Meanwhile, bankers have

' ing Director of National Bank

‘bank's growth are restricted.

. yots.

welcomed it as a positive
move.
Kazi Abdul Mazid, Manag-

Ltd, sald in his immediate
reaction. “This will be good
for the banking sector as a
whole as it will give more
flexibility to the banks in
handling their resources.
Under the existing system,

But under the new system
the banks will be able to grow
with prudent risk ‘manage-
ment.”

Managing Director of a
nationalised commercial ba-
nk said on condition of ano-

ty. "this system would be
very helpful for the banking
sector if quality of assets are
accurately assessed.”

A risk analyst of a foreign
bank said, "Government sec-
tor loans will be risk-weigh-
ted which will contribute
towards in the capi-
tal base of the nationalised
banks and will enhance their
international acceptability
which is important for an
emerging economy.”

However, another banker
in the private sector pointed
out that the banks will pri-

marily face problems in de-
termining the risk as there is

shortage of qualified risk-ana-

Meariwhile, a source in
Bangladesh Bank said the
government is thinking to
train some bank officials on
this t under the
forthcoming Commercial
Banks Restructuring Project.

DU teachers
go on token
strike today

By DU Correspondent

The teachers of the Dhaka
University will observe a two-
day token strike starting
from today demanding im-
mediate arrest and exem-
plary punishment of those in-
volved in the killing of
Nuban Ahmed.

Nuban Ahmed, a young
teacher of the Department of
Economics, was seriously in-
jured by some miscreants on
December 17 at the South
Plaza of the Sangsad Bhaban
and succumbed to his in-
juries at the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital on Tuesday

k8
Book Fair '96
begins today
A fortnight-long book fair
with an array of books from
home and abroad begins in
the city today. reports UNB.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate
the Dhaka Book Fair ‘96 at 11
in the morning, officials said.

The fair, organised by Na-
tional Book Centre of

Bangladesh. sits on the open
ground of Army Museum ad-
jacent tﬂ Bljoy Sarunj

Samson Chy
elected MCCI
President

Samson H Chowdhury has
been elected President of the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Dhaka, for next year, reports
UNB. "

The election was held
yesterday at the Chamber's

entrepreneur, Ehnwdhury is
the Chairman of Square
Pharmaceuticals Ltd and
Square Textile Mills Ltd.
Maj. Gen. Amjad Khan

Chowdhury (Rtd) has been |

elected new Vice-President.
He is the Managing Director
of Rangpur Foundry Limited.

The members of the
committee are Zafar Ahmed,
Iftekharul Alam, M Shamsul
Alam, Syed Tareque Md. Ali,
M. Anis Ud Dowla, SA Azim,
Abdul Hafiz Chowdhury ,
Frank Gamble, Mrs Laila
Rahman Kabir, Golam Mustafa
and Afroz Rahim.
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Ind.m,Pahstanexchangehst

HEW DELHI, Dec 31:

context,

today

In sharp contrast to western
attempts to portray the subcontinent in a
india and Pakistan will exchange
nuclear installations and facilities tomorrow as

negative nuclear
a list of their
of a

broad framework of confidence building measures (cmb)
agreed upon by the two countries, reports PTL.

' Rally of the poor
in city today

By Staff Correspondent

Grassroots-level non-gov-
ernment organisations from
across the country will hold a
massive rally of poor men and
women in the city's Manik
Miah Avenue at 11 am today.

Disclosing this at a press
conference at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday, the or-
ganisers said the rally will
call for building a poverty-
free society in the country.

The rally is being organ-
ised by the Trinamool
Janasangathan (grassroots
organisation), backed by the
Association of Development
Agencies (ADAB), an associa-
tion of NGOs. '

The organisers told
newsmen that they were ex-
pecting that nearly one lakh
poor peaople representing
grassroots level organisations
from across the country
would attend the rally.

"We will organise a social
révolution to achieve the
goals,” said Hare Krishna Roy
Palash, an NGO activist in
Barisal.

Another member of the
reparatory committee,
omtaz Alam, read out the

‘announcement’ of the rally,
in which they demanded that
the government give 50 per
cent of the development
budget for poverty alleviation.

Kazi Faruque Ahmed,
Chairman of the ADAB and

Hasina
From Page 1

heinous crimes like killing
and hijacking have become a
regular phenomena.

She said in a statement
that the people, particularly
traders, students, teachers
and women, had be
hostage at the hands of the
terrorists.

Hasina expressed happi-
ness at the news that the
armed forces would begin
countrywide operation to re-
cover illegal arms from today.

The Awami League chief
said that a certain quarter
had exploited the Armed
Forces in the past to gain po-
litical interest.

"The members of our
Armed Forces have earned
name and fame by serving in
the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion,” she said. Hasina also
lauded their role at times of
natural calamities at home.

Season’s Greelings

convenor of the national advi-
sory committee for the rally
informed that about 700
NGOs are working for hold-
ing the raily.

Khushi Kabir of Nijera
Kari a member of the national
preparatory committee also
replied to questions at the
press conference.

UN compcnsatmn
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the cheques of this compen-
sation to the injured and the
relatives of those killed dur-
ing the war, who are treated
as B’ category claimants. The
compensation wvaries from
2500 to 10,000 dollars per
person.

In all, 95 'B' category
claims were received by the
government and sent to the
UNCC trough Bangladeshi
mission in Geneva for provid-

ing necessary compensation.
The UNCC has also de-

~ cided to compensate another

11 'B’ category claimants out .
of the rest.

Speaking at a simple cer-
emony on the occasion, held
under the auspices of the Bu.
reau of Manpower at Kakrail,
the labour and manpower
minister reiterated that the
government was very much
aware of the suffering of the
Bangladeshi repatriates.

Army joins
From Page 1
ing for the police officers
themselves, Justice
mentioned that they were
now being treated as a
pointees on deputation of

Election Commission for the
dectlmpmod.

Justice Saddeque advised
them to take action after be-
ing aware of pre-election ir-
regularities and crimes
against those responsible.

Election Commissioner
Justice Md Abdul Jalil and
Additional Secretary of the
Commission SM Zakaria were
also present on the occasion.

A total of 259 OCs from
across the country attended
the workshop in the first

phase.

And Al Good Wishes

Sonali Bank
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