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A New Year's Gift for
Our Readers

Live from the
infernet!

Starting tomorrow, T
Puily Star will open the world
to its readers.

In a special forum enti-
tied "Uive from the Intemet.”
you, the readers of The Duily
Star. will De able 1o discuss—
via the ‘“Information

Superhighway” — important
issues focing this country
with Bangladeshis and
other Intemet users around

the globe.

See "Live from the Inter-
net* tomomrow on Page 5
and leam how you can

parficipate.
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Ruling party, Opposition meet at Merrill's residence

BNP considering interim
govt led by neutral person

The idea of an interim
government headed by a neu-
tral person for holding the
next general elections is be-

| ing 'considered’ at the high-

est level of the ruling BNP,
The Daily Star learnt from

| well-placed party sources late

last night. ;

"The idea may be ac-
cepted in principle, subject
to two conditions,” a top BNP
leader indicated.

The issue was discussed
at a formal meeting between
the top negotiators of the rul-
ing BNP and the Opposition
in the presence of US Am-
bassador in Dhaka David N
Merrill at his residence yes-

By Nazmul Ashraf

terday afternoon.

Earlier, in the morning,
Merrill also had a meeting
with the Awami League and

Jatiya Party negotiators at the
same venue.

According to meeting
sources, the two conditions
put forward by the BNP are:
the head of the proposed in-
terim government would
have no executive powers and
the elections must be held
within the constitutional
deadline of February 21.

On the other hand, the
Opposition insisted that the
chief of the interim adminis-
tration should have executive

powers and that the elections
be held 90 days after the res-
ignation of the Prime Minis-
ter, the sources added.

Later, at night, the BNP
negotiators met party chief
and Prime Minister m
Khaleda Zia at her Tejgaon
office and briefed her on the.
latest developments. Details
of the meeting were not
available.

The AL negotiators also
apprised party chief Sheikh
Hasina of the outcome of the
negotiations.

Meanwhile, the three ma-
jor opposition parties — the
AL, Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-

Islami are scheduled to meet
today to discuss the new de-
velopments.

The ruling party-Opposi-
tion meeting was attended by
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Information and
Commerce Minister Shamsul
Islam and Food and Agricul-
ture Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan of the BNP, Amir
Hossain Amu and Tofael
Ahimed of the AL, and Anwar
Hossain Manju of the JP.
Merrill was present at the
meeting as a facilitator.

Earlier, in thé morning,
Merrill met Amu and Abdur
Razzak of the AL and Manju of
the JP. ®
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Bid to remove structural weakness

Risk-based capital

- adequacy system

for banks

By_ Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The government is going
to introduce a risk-weighted
capital adequacy system for
the commercial banks repla-
cing the” existing liability-
based adequacy system, a
move welcomed by the banks.

The move initiated by the
Bangladesh Bank and ap-
proved by the Finance Min-
istry this week is aimed at
removing the structural
weakness in the banking sec-
tor now due to the continued
slide in the quality of banks'
assets.

Under the new system,
banks will be required to
maintain eight per cent of

their risk-weighted assets as
capital adequacy, according
to official sources.

The major variables which
will determine the risk are:
cash in hand and in banks
excepting banks abroad,
money at call and at short no-
tice, foreign currency bal-
ances held, export and other
foreign bills, foreign invest-
ment, import and inland
bills, and advances.

The main objective of
maintaining capital adequacy
is to minimise risk of the
banks during crisis period.
But, the central bank now

See Page 12 Col 3

LArmy joins arms
recovery drive today

Army will join police and
BDR in the on-going country-
wide drive to recover unau-
thorised arms from today at
the instruction of the EC, re-
ports UNB.

The police have recovered
some 735 firearms and a
huge quantity of ammunition
since the drive began on De-
cember 21, but the Election
Commission has expressed
its dissatisfaction over their
performance.

The déployment of Army
was decided at a meeting
between the CEC and the
chiefs of Army. Navy, - Air
Force and BDR on Saturday.

~ The CEC ordered the law
enforcing agencies to recover

: A Hli&lors
criminals before the Febgiary

7 polis.

Army has short-cut its

-w'lnter exercise to assist the

Election Commission in re-
covering illegal arms and
maintaining law and order
the electioneering
period, sources said,

Meanwhile, the Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC). Justice AKM Sadeque
yesterday directed local-level
police administration to take
stern action against anyone
who violates electéoral rules
and regulations.

He was addressing the
concluding session of a train-

"

ing workshop on 'Electoral
Crimes. Misconduct and its
Prevention' organised for the
OCs (Officer-in-charge) at the
Electoral Training Institute
in the city's Mohammadpur
area.

The CEC said the role of
the local law enforcing agen-
cies is very significant in the
maintenance of law and order
during polls.

"They should remain
neutral in discharging their
duties, with courage, rising
beyond any influence,” he
said and urged them to main-
tain an atmosphere con-
ducive to holding elections in
a free and fair manner.
Sounding a note of wamn-
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asina urges
Armed Forces to

remain neutral

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday

urged the members of the
Armed Forces to carry out
the hunt for illegal arms and
arms holders by maintaining
neutrality and rising above
political opinions, reports
UNB.

Expressing concern at the
deterforating law and order
in the couyntry. she sald

See Page 12 Col 7
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w Benazir govt

Trial of 4 Pak

ISLAMABAD, Dee 31: Four

senjor Pakistani army officers
arrested In weni
on trial today a court
martial on c of plotling

ernment and mili-
tary discipline, reports AFP.

" Official sources said the
trial of the officers »~ Major
General Zaheerul Jeélam
Abassi, Brigadier Mustansar
Billah, Colonel Mohammad

ey
L]
i
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Azad Minhas and Colonel

Inayatullah' Khan - began at -

Attock near here.
The trial, which is not

_mnﬁupubﬂcurprm.u

!

conducted by a field
court martial headed
General Zahid Ha-
san. court includes four
other officers of brigadier
and colonel rank. |
The accused were

hMl?Cﬂl

" Govemnment of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

Notice

It has been reported in a few mﬂ‘.iﬁml:mll

The government has re-
ceived for the first time
287,500°US dollars as com-
pensation recently from the
United Nations Compensa-
tion Commission (UNCC) for
68 repatriated Bangladeshis
victimised during the war
between Iraq and Kuwait, re-
ports BSS.

Labour and Manpower
Minister Mir Shawkat Ali yes-
terday formally handed over

See Page 12 Col 8

"Lady of Light" Poet
Sufia Kamal The Daily
Star Woman of The
Year.

See New Year Spe-
cial on Pages 16, 17.
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CHITTAGONG, Dec 31:
Mayor of Chittagong City Cor-
poration ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury today set a fresh
deadline — January 15 — for
acceptance of his 28-point
charter of demand for the
development of Chittagong.
Earlier, the Mayor had set
December 16 as the deadline
for the government to accept
the demands. .
Addressing a press con-
ference at the conference
hall of the City Corporation,
the Mayor said that they

would go for ‘continuous pro-

28—Pt charter of deman

hittagong Mayor sets

From Staff Correspondent

grammes' in Chittagong from
January 20 if the demands

were not met by January 15.
The deadline had been ex-
tended to give more time to
the government to think over
the demands made by him,
he added.

"Otherwise, barricades
will be put up to block the
transportation of goods from

Chittagong to other parts of

the country from January
20." the Mayor said.

He referred to the post-
ponement of today's pro-
See Page 12 Col 2

Q wishes its valued E‘a
{ readers, well-wishers,
patrons and adver- ?

tisers a Ha
L New Q’Effy %

o g e e
Welcome '96
Star Report

Welcome 1996. With the
first ray of a bright new sun
in the eastern horizon, we
turm another leaf is our lives.

The passing year has been
made unique as it adds one
extra second to the last
minute of 1995.

The world community
celebrates the Gregorian new
year with renewed pledge to
make the Mother Llarth more
peaceful and more glorious
with more room to accom-
modate the have-nots.

The celebrations were
kicked off with exchange of
new year greetings and
pleasantries, feasts, parties
and explosions of life crack-

See Page 12 Col 1
Police stops
erection of stage
for NGO rally

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday stopped
setting up of a stage for the
NGO-sponsored rally sched-
uled to be held today at the
Manik Mia Avenue in front of
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

The NGO workers started
setting up the stage at 12
noon. Police intervened at
around 2 pm on the pretext
that the organisers of the
rally did not obtain permis-
sion from the DC Traffic.

See Page 12 Col 3
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System in Bangladesh wishes their valued consumers, customers & partners a very
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newspapers that fresh announcement on the Pre-
Shipment Inspection (PSI) system is in the offing

3 and that the government could not reach high

ey level final decision about change of PSI. It has also

L PRt been reported that the honourable Finance

; ;._'::;;‘-5'1_:_;::':-__5*;‘:._-'_:": Minister himself has opted for cancellation of this
;.-:-_?.-";_."'-.n.-._:-{..:-.ﬁ-.:;-.; system. In this regard, it is hereby notified that no
PR At P es P e proposal to totally cancel the PSI/CRF system is
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under consideration of the government and the
Finance Minister also has not made any statement
against this system. In fact, he has not made any
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_“.;-".;__'-‘F::'-..;';_“e-?'?'-“"'mﬂ, statement in this regard. Earlier, the decision to
Eried kel alal el continue this system has time and again been

stated on behalf of the National Board of Revenue
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i) '@ﬂ*& A1R’E¢ (44 E’%ﬁ | necessary adjustments. Therefore, importers, products at the rate of than servings each day.

traders or general public have no reagon to be o I ol the

Woutd reach 1o the moon &nd back more than
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anyway confused or worried about PSI or CRF. 941 times,
The Custom Houses concerned also have been o I &l the brang E@. produced were stacked
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