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Premdent Speaks

President Biswas s assertion that he will

derinitely do whatever is in his power, within
the Constitution, to resolve the present politi-
cal crisis, is reassuﬁnr{ to a point. Finally he
sald something publicly about the crisis and
his possible role in it. The question is when
will he act? It does not have to be a big bang
affair. where he tries to bring the PM and the
opposition together. His actions can be very
subtle and behind the scene, maintaining the
Constitutional limitations and the high di ity
of his office. A lot of time has already
wasted. What we are left with are a last frw
critical days. His answer "Is it so?" to the
question that the nation expects a lot from
him at this crucial hour, speaks, at best, of an
extremely inefficient information feed-back
system at Bangabhavan or, at worst, of a desire
to deliberatf]y ianre the most severe consti-
tutional and itical crisis that we have ever
faced. When he says he is reading up on all
major Constitutions of the world, after having
read every line of ours, he sounds like the
doctor- who reads all medical books for the
best medicine for his patient, but by the time
he is ready to administer his 'ideal' medicine,

the patient is dead. ,
ile urging an active role by the Presi-
dent, there has never been even the remotest

suggestion that he should go beyond the Con-
stitution. In fact he must uphold it both in let-
ter and spirit. What we are afraid of is that he
is upholding the Constitution only in its letter
and not in its spirit. As we understand it, the
spirit of the Constitution is ensuring the
supremacy of the WILL of the people. This is

>3t ensured in a democracy and through a
parliament and whose best representation
comes from a free and fair election. All of this
now stands threatened. The last parliament
became inoperative more than two years ago.
Oppositicn MPs, — all 147 of them — resigned
exactly one year ago. The validity of that ac-
tion was upheld by the Sugrcmc Court six
months agn All through this dark period,
President did not express even a word of
concern. As a solution eluded us, and as we
veered towards more and more violence,
putting at risk our most fundamental civic
and political rights, our President closeted
himself in a magnificent isolation. :

Now that he has finally committed himself
to do something, he should do it in time that
the nation can benefit out of his efforts.
President's biggest mistake so far has been
that he has Srnssly underestimated the
MORAL AUTHORITY of his office. It is time
that he corrects it.

Into a Difficult Hole

broad selection of our leaders of educa-

y to take an overview of

Mﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂ in the last ﬁv: years. They dwelt on

educatio situation

and contentions at times tended to clash and

conflict. But certain truths emerged incontro-
vertibly out of even contrary observations.

Yes, enrolment has fgnne up at the base,
even if the figures offered by government
a l!';mlngiats are l'l.ijghlj.sr suspect. So is heartening

urt in female student enrolment. Drop-
out ratf: has come down if not up to anyone's
expectation. These gains are offset by popula-
tion gains of the nation. The absolute number
of illiterates have gone up despite percentage
increases in literacy.

Student strength gain has largely been ren-

dered meaningless in the absence of matching
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rise in teacher and school strength.

The situation in its quantitative parameters
is untenable enough. Qualitatively it has been a
near disaster over these last years. Supervi-
sion and monitoring is unknown in
Bangladesh education — that is enough to
dismiss the micro-level student-teacher situa-
tion at the individual stage. The far more
manageable macro-level aspects of structuring
and evaluation, policy and content-determi-
nation has been hopelessly bungled owing to
and abusing education for narrow

arochial gains in politics.

But all these failings together pale before
the divisiveness of the spreading madrasa ed-
ucation, which is already eating up an incon-
ceivably big part of the total educational out-
laﬁ!. producing unproductive manpower,

ose role in pushing us into the 21st cen-
tury is at best questionable. It would be
difficult to come out of this hole even if good
sense dawns upon the government.

Repeal Film Act '80

The best way for us to celebrate the cente-
nary of cinema is to r
Control Act of 1980. The simple reason for
this demand is that the Act is out of date.
When we are watching international films

%:- Star TV and others, nearly 24 hours a
day, the role and purpose of the present Act
is, as can be imagined,jneither possible and
far from desirable. We must realise that the
world has radically changed in the last decade
or so. This change is going to be far more
dramatic in the next few years. Of this process
of becoming a part of the Global Village, cin-
ema can and will be an essential part. If we
want benefit from the cultures of other coun-
tries, and put out our own for the people of
other countries to see, admire and learn
from, then we must give due importance to
the medium of cinema as a cultural expres-
sion. For the pru?er growth of cinema we
must have a le framework that permits
creative work, Cnupled with this we must also
have facilities for the benefit of film makers.
We fully endorse the views expressed by
speakers at a seminar organised by
Bangladesh Federation of Film Societies in ob-
servance of World Film Cente ; -

Point raised by poet Shamsur Rahman about
the imﬁrt of quality film is extremely impor-

ere is virtua]l no screening of Oscar
winnlng films in Eangladesh. If we can see
films of it then why can't they be released in
regular cinema halls? Cinema today has be-
come an extremely powerful medium of ex-
pression, creative art and of culture. Unless
we understand it and promote, we will re-
main in the backwaters of the Global Village.

epeal the Film Society

h
Whither Security Council Reform?

by Abdul Hannan

rity Council the imternational While there was

HITHER Security
Council Reforms? By
all indications it is

goi g to wither in the vines
The two-day debate on
Security Council Reforms
held recently in the UN Gen-
eral Assembly ended incon-
clusively without any consen-
sus, thanks to the disunity,
warped thinking, flawed per-
ception and lack of vision of
the third world developing
countries in a mad rush to
have a seat in the table of the
rich and powerful in the ex-
clusive club of the privileged
in the 15-member Security
Council.

There were confused
messages (n the debate.
While some wanted expan-
sion of the Security Council
to 200 members. others to 30
Many wanted to increase the
rofating members The
United States wani=d to add
another 5 permanent mem-
bers including West Germany
and Japan and one each from
the three regions of Asia,
Afi.ca and Latin America;
others wanted to do away
with the veto power of the
existing 5 permanent mem-
bers — United States, Britain,
France, Russia and China. Be-
sides the 5 permanent mem-
bers, the Security Council at
present comprise 10 rotating
members elected for 2 years
‘term based on regional rep-
resentation.

West Germany and Japan,
the twe economic ‘power
houses whose financial con-
tribution to the UN rank sec-
ond only to America, hitherto
left out in Y cold as politi-
cal dwarfs to suffer retribu-
tion as enemics in the sec-
ond world war. asserted their
right to be on board the Se-
curity Council as permanent
members regardless of their
infimous record of massive
human rights violation during
the war, acknowledged by
public apology recently by the
Japanese Prime Minister and
the persistent shadow of guilt
by the new generation of
Germans for the Nazi crimes
ag: inst humanity. Yet, fifty
years must be judged too
short a period to expiate
one's sins and be elevated to
the Security Council as a
permanent member one's
economic clout and leverage
not with-standing. Others
who joined the fray Lo be-
come permanent members of
the proposed cnlarged coun-
cil are India, Brazil, Nigeria,

Mgenﬂna.ﬂﬁptlﬂdtndm:-

sia. Yet, many of these coun-
tries do not have very envi-
able credentials of human
rights, democracy. rule of law
or good neighbourly relations.

India has staked its claim
to permanent membership of
the Security Council on the
strength of what it describes
as its demographic weight
and democratic record. How-
ever, many oppose India's
candidature and point their
accusing fingere to India for
its dismal human rights
record of brutal su
of stirrings of in
movement in Kashmir, Pun-
jab and Assam, its persecu-
tion of Muslim minorities by
riots at lucid intervals and
not too good neighbourly re-
lations,

Every body says no to
Nigeria's candidature as they
denounce the judicial murder
ol writer turned human
rights activist Ken Sara Wiwa
and his eight compatriots by

acter of the existing power
structure of the Security
Council. nor will it necessar-
ity make the Council more
responsible to the challenges
of the 218t century
Bangladesh delegates in their
statements both in the Gen-
eral Assembly debate and at
the special session of inter
Parliamentary Council on
reinforcing and democratis-
ing the structure of interna-
tional cooperation held at
the UN headquarters sent
mixed signals about repre-
sentation of small countries
in the Security Council and
the question of veto power of
the 5 permanent members
The Security Council is a club
of the rich and mighty and
the wish for permanent
membership in the Council
by the small countries is a
chase for shadow and fantasy
and not reality. The spin

emergency numhber often
procrastinated. showed am

bivalence and indecision and
suffered paralysis of will and
intention The sitluaMon in
Bosnia was allowed to slide
dangerously into a killing
field as it was not of immedi-
atle concern to the major
powers. The Security Coun
cil. the vainglorious fire bri-
gade often reached the scene
to collect the debris of death
and destruction and not te
extinguish fire. Nobody
knows how many lives might
have been saved from mas-
sacre in Rwanda if the UN
responded f[aster. Yet the re

solve and political will of Lhe
international community
euphemism for the five per

manent members. can make
a real difference Finally the
intervention by the leader.
ship of the United States to

response to Irag's 1980 inva-
sion of Iran and the UN was
unmoved when Indonesia
got bled up Eas! Timor in
19’5 the Security Council
vety»ed a majority resolution
calling upon Britam te pull
oul of Falkland Islands under
British occupation claimed
and invaded by Argentina in
1982. The UN arms embargo
imposed in 199] against all
states of former Y via
gave heavily armed Serb
rebels an overwhelming mili-
tary advantage over the
Bosnian Serbs. The oil em-
barge on Iraq suspected to
possess chewical and biolog-
ical weapons programme,
continues unwubated causing
humanitarian sufferings on
account of shortage of [nod
and medicine But the UN
has turned a deaf ear to de-
mands by president Mandela
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the Cangaroo Court of the
Nigerian military ruler, Gen-
eral Sani Abacha. The Inter-
national Community is eriti-
cal of Indonesia's human
right record in East Timor,
former Portuguese Colony,
invaded and annexed by In-
donesia in 1975 Many look
back with horror at the grisly
killings and disappearances
of tens of thousands of politi-
cal dessidents under the 7-
year rule of military junta in
Argentina before the restora-
tion of democracy in 1983.
Newspapers abound in re-
ports of police brutalities
against the fundamentalist
opposition in Egypt.

If such were the quality of
potential arrivals in the Secu-
rity Council as permanent
members, we had better do
without clamouring for ex-
pansion for redressing the
damage of geographical im-
balance in the Security
Council and reconcile with
the status quo with some
modifications.

The main contentious is-
sue is not the expansion of
the Security Council but how
the Council can effectively act
as an impartial mediator in
conflict resolution. Expansion
of the Council. let alone by
increasing the number of ro-
tating members. will not
make any fundamental differ-
ence Lo the nature and char-

doctors f[or expansion in ef-
fect support only the cause of
regional heavy weights for
permanent seats in the pro-
posed council. We should be
forthright and unequivocal in
our btatement that what is
needed is a qualitative, a sub-
stantive and systemic change
in the Security Council by
way of reform to improve its
delivery and performance
and not merely a cosmetic
change by adding a few more
permanent regional repre-
sentation in the Council

The Security Council was
crafted to preempt a poten-
tial conflict situation and
contain wars through preven-
tive diplomacy. But it was
never perfect. The quest for
the holy grail continues. Its
authority and ability to act
and intervene decisively has
been hamstrung and paral-
ysed since its inception by
east west cold war rivalry and
conflicts of interest. In post
cold war era its quest for
peace had been distorted by
separate agendas or the lack
of themn by permanent mem-
bers and use it as an instru-
ment to exercise their power
and influence and further
their political, economic and
strategic interest. The
council has all along micro
managed international rela-
tions according to their
threat perception. The Secu-

negotiate a peace accord on
Bosnia has proved that they
can make a difference, albeit
after millions of lives had
been lost and many inneo-
cence destroyed.

Some aggressions and
misbehaviour in the Council's
book are much worse than
others. The intervention by
the Security Council has
often been selective and of
double standards The Coun-
cil did not do any thing to
force the military ruler at
Nigeria to hand over power
to the jailed leader Moshood
Abiola. the winner the 1993
presidential election. Nor did
it take any action to force the
military junta of Myanmar to
restore democracy by hand-
ing over power to the popu-
larly elected pro democracy
leader and noble peace prize
winner, Daw Aung San Sun
Kyi. Yet, the Security Council
sent a multinagtional force to
vacate Iraqli aggression in
Kuwait and organized the
military campaign "operation
uphold democracy” to oust
the Haitian strong man Raul
Cenras to cede power to the
popularly elected leader Jean
Bertrand Aristide. But then.

Haitl is a different matter.
America will brook no
""wrong doing"’ or

‘impotence” as was described
by Theodore Roosevelt in its
backyard or "near abrcmd"

and the Nigerian oppeosition
for oil sanction against the

flagrant human rights abuse
by the Nigerian military
rulers. The litany of contra-
diction is large.

The Council must be more
ira 1sparemt and accountable
to be trustworthy. The big
powers believe that the UN
should be seen and not
heard. Out of more than
eighty Security Council reso-
lution on Bosnia, nol more
than a dozen were adopted in
open debates of the council.
The reference to "conspiracy
plotting faces” in the Security
Council by Brian Urquhart, a
highly regarded former se-
nior UN peace official in his
introduction to" a book "A
Global Affa.". may confirm
the suspicion about the se-
cretive operation of the
council. A new UN must re-
equip and redraw its charter
in order to be relevant to ex-
pectation and challenges of
2 ¥st century. The charter
which is not sacrosanct and
inviolable must be amended.

The congenital weakness
of the Security Council is en-
demic in the command and
cor'trol of the power struc-
ture of the Security Council
rocted in the geo-politics of
1945 when the 5 permanent
members were the victors of
the Second World War. The
first wurld proprl:ty of IEHE

I8 an accident of hisiory and
many not be appropriate to-
day. In a post cold war era of
cultural diversity. UN will be
increasingly called upon teo
respond to the chalienge of
lackling the scattered debris
of the landscape of separatist
tendencies and ethnic and
scclarian disputes within ar-
ttfictal states The council is
suflering from organizational
sclerosis and must be cor-

rected in order for the UN to

be effective. efiicient and
trusit worthy.
The privilege of veto

power is an anachronism. a
residue of the imperial
and inconsistent with cﬂ:
ter's enunciatetd principles of
universalism of membership
— one member. one vote and
savereign equality of all
states. and should be re-
nouriced. Consensus and not
veto should be the modus
operandi of the council. Mul-
tilateralism and cooperative
endeavour have a spectal au-
thority because they are co-
operative. But the West is re-
luctant to relinquish power
and authority and is sceptical
of the recurrence of what
they describe as the “the the-
ater of the absurd" and the
‘tyranny of the majority” in
the General Assembly. This is
a short-sighted policy.

In an age of interdepen-

dence and emerging globali-
salion, the fates of the rich

and poor are inextricably
linked together. Instability
and turmoil in one corner of
the globe inevitably affects
the other. Passengers travel-
ling in the first class in an
airlines will not be safe if
there is a bomb in the econ-
omy class at the rear. Time is
ticking. In times of crises,
UN is our last hope and
refuge. It cannot and will not
fail. The big powers bound by
theier proud tradition of
democracy. cultured liberal-
ism and values of freedom
and human dignity must act
anchored in logic, commeon
sense and decency and not
expediency to realise the wi-
sion of a new world order.
The loss of confidence and
trust in the UN caused by
dashed hopes and failed
promises, must be rebuilt to
restore its moral authority.
The big powers owe it to the
world because they are the
founding fathers of the UN
and because they are big.

The writer is former Press
Counsellor., Bangladesh Mis-
sion 1o the UN.

Economics of Mastani: Extending the Analysis -

by Nasreen Khundker

Iti-nmmtochamthepoliﬂaﬂpmwm:, bnthmtermnnfpmmrand harrntlthatm
bestows. Otherwise, the earnings from this unproductive sector cannot mmpetefuﬂh the earnings from
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ECENTLY, a new and

interesting category

has been added to the
domain of economic analysis
in this country, by
respectable and senior
economists such as Dr Anisur
Rahman and Dr R H Khand-
ker (See for Iinstance,
"Economics of Mastani: A
Light-hearted Analysis” and
references thereof in The
Daily Star, December 19,
1985). The category Iis
"mastani.” Unfortunately, no
English synonym has been
used for this term, reflecting
perhaps the uniqueness of
the phenomenon it describes
to the present socio-eco-
nomic context of our country.
In any case, 1 hope that the
reality changes so that the
termn does not transfer itself
from everyday usage to eco-
nomics textbooks. That
would indeed be sad. But
while the usage of the term

. continues, | want to follow

my peers and add a few
words to extend the analysis
of the phenomenon of
"mastani,” hoping that all our
contributions are simply an
aside to the, more serious
pursuit of knowledge on eco-
nomic issues.

Dr R H Khandker's mood
in analysing "mastani’ is a
jocular one, though he occa-
sionally lapses into more se-
rious thought. Anisur Rahman
is definitely serious. Both
have had some say in the
past, albeit for a brief period,
in shaping the affairs of our
country. Both have also re-
cently returned to the coun-
try after completing impor-

lant assignments uhmad and
are puzzled at the turn of
events have taken in the na-
tion. I too am caught between
these two moods, jocular and
serfious. Perhaps it is the
irony of the situation and dis-
belief, which accounts for our
hesitancy.

In any case, the present
discourse has brought home
to me a few facts, which I
have known from my student
days. but which gets rein-
forced from time to time.
First, economics as a disci-
pline cannot get us very far
unless we borrow from other
social sciences such as politi-
cal science and sociology.
Second, and perhaps Prof.
Anisur Rahman will agree
with me on this point, trans-
fers and distribution has not
received as important a place
in economic analysis as it de-
serves. On the first point, I
may add that "mastani” is not
simply a service or a disser-
vice. to be added or deducted
from* the National Accounts.
It is both a sociological and
political phenomenon. Again,
[ would like to differ with Mr
Golam Kibria, that "mastani”
is primarily explained by high
youth unemployment rates.
The missing factor in their
analysis is patronage. Mas-
tans, as we have come to hear
of them (let me hastily add
that I too do not know them

pernun.nl]]r but mmty rely on
heresy), are of different
kinds. Some may be purely
"“political mastans”’ and some
may be better described as
"economic mastans.” Either
variety, I am told. cannot ex-
ist without some degree of
patronage. It therefore boils
down to a struggle for power.
"Mastans” are a power base
for others higher up in the
social /political /economic

hierarchy. Again, I do not
have any hard fact to boost
my argument, but merely rely
on what | have heard. The
unemployed are usually de-
fined by National Income
statisticlans as those who
were actively seeking em-
ployment in the reference
period. By this definition,
"mastans” are not unem-
ployed. They are unproduc-
tively employed. They receive
retainer fees and various
benefits from their patrons.
Perhaps, they serve the same
role in society as the retinues
of feudal lords did, in older
times. To reduce "mastani”
therefore, it is not enough to
reduce the unemployment
rate of the youth. It is neces-
sary to change the political
parameters, both in terms of
power and the rents that
power bestows. Otherwise,
the earnings from this un-
productive sector cannot
compete with the earnings

from productive employment.
| agree, however, that better
employment opportunities
can increase the range of op-
tions for some engaged in
this business, and we can get
a marginal shift from one
sector to another [As you can
see, | am well versed in Mar-
shallian analysis). We should
also bring in sociological pa-
rameters such as rising ex-
pectations, uncertainty about
the future, necessity of realis-
ing short-term gains etc. in
really understanding the
phenomenon of mastani.

I now dwell on the issue of
distribution and transfer.
Some transfers are perfectly
legal, such as the unemploy-
ment benefits and old-age
pensions in richer societies.
Illegal transfers in the form
of bribes and payoffs are also
known in poor and rich so-
cieties alike. The transfers
we are concerned with are
E:ﬂhably coerced transfers.

any case, economic analy-
sis should pay more attention
to distributipnal issues. Be-
cause if the distribution is
skewed, or if there are not
enough legal transfers, illegal
transactions (of both wvari-
eties) will continue to plague
us. At this point, I am getting
the uncomfortable feeling
that Pierre Landau Mills is
shaking his head in dis-
agreement (How can we leave

Casualremark

Sir ., An individual when
placed in a position should
not say whatever he or she
likes, and should be careful
that nothing irrelevant is ut-
tered.

Sometime back, it was
learnt from newspaper re-
ports that Sheikh Hasina had
said that if she went to
power, she would not show
herself on the TV screen. Can
she say so candidly? As an
eminent leader of the public
she should have known that
when appointed President or
Prime Minister of a country
one does not remain an ordi-
nary individual. He or she be-
comes a symbol of the nation
and as required by necessity
he or she may have to appear
publicly and cannot remain
confined in office. Even one's
own electorate may require

—d him or her to appear on the

TV screen. wulmﬂlq;hu

able to avoid it? Then why
make such an announcement
in advance, which may have
to be revoked?

She also said that the
people did not vote Khaleda
Zia for Prime Minister-
ship.She was elected merely
an MP. It is very much true.
But the fact is that Begum Zia
through constitutional pro-
cess has become the Prime

Minister. Is anybody directly
elected as Prime Minister? Is

there any such provision in
the country’s Constitution? It

is better to call spade a

spade.
F M Rahman
114, Uttara, Dhaka

Bangladeshis in
Middle East

Sir. It has been observed
that Bangladeshis are treated

most Mhtumnly in almost all
the Middle-East countries
including Saudi Arabia where
a large number of our people
go for the divine attraction of
the two holy , Makkah
and Madina. of the
Middle East people towards
the is indecent
and humiliating. My own ex-
as well as that of

others who happen to visit or
stay in the Middle-East is
more or less the same.The
Middle-East people prefer
and treat better people from
non-Muslims countries. [ts a
shame that they look down
upon fellow Muslims while

' entreating before the West-

erners.

I myself have witnessed
the outrageous behaviour they
meted out Lo poor
Bangladeshis at airports and
other places, sometimes

openly scolding them as

‘beggars'. Islam disallows and
discourages vanity which
most of our Middle-East fol-
low Muslims seem to prac-

tice ‘most fervently. Do they

know that they were even
economically worse than the
Bangladeshis only half a cen-
tury or so back? Do they
know that the Bangladeshis
by and large. are far superior
as Muslims in so far as the Is-
lamic spirit is concerned?

It is a pity that they don't
mend their manners nor do

our authorities firmly point
this out. I call upen all Mus-

lim envoys in Dhaka to look

into the matter of systematic |

harassment of B
in their countries imme-
diate reversal of the trend.

Faruguddin Ahmed |.

Minto Road
Dihcakera

\ work. according to plan.

out donor representatives
from any analysis about the
future of our nation?). To him
of course it all boils down to
growth and lack of privatisa-
tion. But then he and | went
to different schools. My
guestion to him is: how can
we downsize government and
yet have a separate ministry
for privatisation? Perhaps. he
is one step ahead of me, and
is really talking about re-dis-
tribution within government.
This also reminds me of R H
Khandker's reference to pol-
lution. I once mentioned to
Pierre in a seminar that pri-
vatisation policies have led to
increased pollution in Dhaka,
by multiplying the number of
privately-owned . motorized
vehicles. He probably did not
see my point. However, |
agree that organizational is-
sues and nwn:rnhlp struc-
tures are Iimportant.

"Mastani” we know, is defi-
nitely a private sector busi-
ness, Yet my peers like R H
Khandker are of the opinion
that this does not promote
economic efficiency. In fact,

OPINION

Purulia Imbroglio
Sekandar Ali

The air-dropping of arms
and ammunitions in the West
Bengal village of Purulia has
raised manv =yebrows.

Certain su.urces have tried
to suggest tl.a! the arms car-
tons were prepared in
Bangladesh, hence the name
of Rajendrapur!

As a concerned citizen, |

am a bit amused to see such
acc usation:
If the government of
Bangladesh really was in-
volved in this gun-running
why should they put the
name of Rajendrapur on the
cartons. Further the govern-
me it of Bangladesh does not
ha' e any interest in foment-
ing trouble in Eastern Indian
states. They have a full
agenda — the agenda of de-
veloping the country and en-
hancing the quality of life of
its 120 million people.

It appears that some

{ country's intelligence agen-

cies were caught on the
wrong foot because the clan-
destine operation did net

it ‘may very well generate
negative externalities, decel-
erating the growth process.
S50, it seems that efficiency is
not simply a matter of pri-
vatisation. However, patrons
of mastani may not always be
in the private sector. (iuoes o

show how complex social is-
sues really are. As a last
point, | want to mention that
having a Planning Commis-
sion should give us some
dignity and sense of self-re-
spect that we are indeed a
sovereign nation, so that effi-
ciency may not be the only
desirable goal. -

I get the feeling that it is
time to conclude this short
piece. At this point however,
I want to shake off my irony.
After all, | am a teacher. |
come into contact with the
youth every day. | see eager
faces in my classrooms. Some
of them have been bringing
out journals and engaging in
very good economic analysis.

Most manage to find produc-
tive employment once they

te. All they need is a
little bit of hope. Why can't
this nation harness the
tremendous power of its

Professor in the Department
of Economics, University of

|

Bangladesh ha%® enough

problems c! its own. The
country has an election on
hand and o'ganising a clan-
destine operation would need
a gigantic logistics apparatus
and that too from Phuket to
Karachi! This could be a fit
subject for some ex-
peits to clarify. May be the
Govt of India would be in a
better position to clarify alter
hearings in the court are
over. The crew members
should be able to throw more
light on the whole operation.

Some observers suspect
thet the arms were dropped
for the religious cult sect
Ananda Marg : a group that
was against the Communist
Govt of Jyotli Bose. In the sev-
eniies this group reportedly
organised terrorist acts
against the Provincial Gowvt of
West Bengal as well as
against the Central Govt at
Delhi

All eyes are now set on the
Bombay court — to know the
true story — If it is ever re

vealed




