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McGrath grinds islanders down

MELBOURNE,
Dec 28: Fast
bowler Glenn
McGrath ripped
the heart out of
=4 Sri Lanka's ba-
tting in the second cricket
Test Thursday. leaving the
visitors staring at yet another
innings defeat, report
agencies.

Sri Lanka, beaten by an
innings and 36 runs in Perth,
was bowled out for 233 with
McGrath finishing with 5-40
in a rampant effort that made
full use of a unusually bouncy
Melbourne Cricket Ground
pitch.

Sri Lanka, distracted for
the first two days of the Test
by the saga surrounding the
legality of spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan's bowling ac-
tion, were forced to follow-on
after offering scant resistance
on the third day.

In reply to Australia's
massive first innings of 500
for six declared, Sri Lanka
were dismissed for 233 in
88.4 overs during the tea
session.

At close of play. the
tourists were 33 for one, still
needing to score another 234
runs to make Australia bat

Although beaten several
times outside the off-stump.
opener Chandika Hathurus-
inghe survived a testing 13-
over examination to remain
unbeaten on 20 alongside
number three Asanka Gurus-
inha on eight.

McGrath, 25, claimed his
fourth five-wicket haul, all of
them in his last eight Tests.
He had to wait 10 games for
his first such effort — against
the West Indies in Barbados
earlier this year.

McGrath, bowling fast and
generating disconcerting
bounce, had the Lankans
ducking for cover, especially
left-hander Hashan Tillaker-
atne, who was peppered on
his left shoulder by four of
them in the space of eight
deliveries.

Arfjuna Ranatunga and
Romesh Kaluwitharana hit
half centuries. but the rest
falled to make any significant
contribution in a disappoint-
ing batting display

Skipper Ranatunga (51)
carried out a calculated as-
sault on Warne, hitting him
for six of his nine boundaries.
three in an over, thus foreing
him out of the altack in the
post-lunch session.

Ranatunga's dismissal
characterised Sri Lanka's
batting in the two Tests,
fending outside off-stump
and spooning catches to the
slip cordon.

Warne, not enjoying a

great day with the ball, took a
brilliant catch, falling forward
at third slip to give a hard-
working McDermott his first
wicket,

MCGRATH ... 5 for 40

Ranatunga and an unchar-
acteristically subdued Ar-
avinda de Silva, who scored
18 runs. tried to save face
with a stubborn 60-run stand

for the fourth wicket.

Kaluwitharana followed up
his innings of 50 and 40 in
Perth with an another exhila-
rating innings — 50 runs ofl
59 balls — including seven
boundaries.

Sri Lanka never looked
like recovering f[rom the
early topple of the top order,
the first three wickets going
down for 68 runs, two of
them resuming the day on 29
for one.

McGrath, however, gradu-
ally assuming the mantle of
Australia's number one
strike-bowler ahead of vet-
eran Craig McDermotl, en-
joyed a field day in a superb
display of fast bowling.

McGrath said he was
pleased with his current
form, telling reporters later,
"That was the fastest I have
bowled all season.

"The wicket had every-
thing you would look for an
my confidence was high.”
McGrath has claimed 29
wickets in five Test matches
against Pakistan and Sri
Lanka this season.

When the front-line pace
attack failed to make an early
breakthrough after Sri Lanka
began the day on 29 for one,
Australia captain Mark Taylor
found an unlikely saviour in
Ricky Ponting.

The 21-year-old Tasma-
nian batsman, who has
bowled just 14 overs of his
medium pace in the Sheffield
Shield this season. rewarded
his captain's bold gamble by
dismissing Gurusinha with
his 11th ball in Test cricket.

Ponting compounded Sri
Lanka's plight, forcing left-
hander Asanka Gurusinha
(27) to edge a catch to lan
Healy.

Sri Lanka lost two wickets
in the space of three overs,
opener Chandika Hathurus-
ingha's dour resistance for 23
runs ended by McGrath,
trapped leg before wicket.

Australia pace bowler Paul
Reiffel offered able support
by taking one for 60 in the

first innings before returning
to condemn opener Roshan
Mahanama to another failure
in the second innings.

With his score on three,
Mahanama edged a simple
catch 1o leg-spinner Shane
Warne at the third slip.

Sri Lanka will need to lift
themselves if they are to
avoid a whitewash in next
month's third and final Test
in Adelaide.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the third
day of the second Test be-

tween Australia and Sri Lanka
at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground Thursday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
500 for six declared (Steve
Waugh 131 not out, David

Boon 110}

SRI LANKA: First innings
(overnight 29 for one)

Mahanama ¢ Taylor b McGrath 3
Hathurusinghe Tbw b McGrath 23
Gurusinha ¢ Healy b Ponting 27
De Silva ¢ Reiffel b McGrath 18
Ranatunga ¢ Warne b McDermott 51
Tillakeratne ¢ Taylor b Warne 14
Kaluwitharana ¢ Boon b McDermott 50
Vaas ¢ Healy b Reiffel 0
Wickremasinghe ¢ Healy b McGrath 10
Muralitharan ¢ Slater b McGrath 11
J Silva not out 8
Extras: (Ib-7, nb-7. h-6) 20

Total. |BE. 4 overs) 233

Fall of wickets: 1-3; 2-64,
3-68; 4-128; 5-140; 6-182:
7-183; B-213; 9-221.

Bowling: O M R W
McDermott 23 8 63 2
McGrath 234 9 40 5
Reiffel 20 5 60 1
Ponting 4 2 8 1
Wame 18 5 49 1
SRI LANEKA: Second in-
nings
Mahanama ¢ Warne b Reiffel 3
Mathurusinghe not out 20
Gurusinha not out 8
Extras. (b-1. 1b-1]) 2
Total: {for one wicket, 13 overs) a3
Fall of wicket: 1-11.
Bowling (todate: O M R W
MeDermott 3 O 13 (1]
McGrath 4 0 5 0
Reiffrl 4 r: "'.'s 1
1 I 0

Sport
‘Murah thrown into flat spin

MELBOURNE,

- Dec 28: Sri Lan-
ka are conside-
ring omitting

_J controversial

spinner Muttiah

Muralitharan from next mo-
nth's third Test against Aus-
tralia unless cricket autho
rities make a definite ruling
over his suspect bowling
action, Australian newspapers
reported today. says Reuter.

Muralitharan's Test career
has come under threat after
he was no-balled seven times
for allegedly throwing on the
opening day of the second
Test against Australia on
Tuesday.

Sri Lanka team officials
said it would be too great a
risk to play the 23-year-old
off-spinner again if there re-
mained doubts as to whether
his action would be ruled il-
legal, according to the press
reports.

Such a decision by an
umpire would effectively bar
Muralitharan from bowling

in the match, dramati-
cally weakening the side's
attack.

"If the situation arises
where he is called again, it
puts the tcam in a quandary
where you're minus a
bowler,” Board of Control for
Cricket in Sri Lanka (BCCSL)
secretary Anura Tennekoon
told Melbourne's The Age
newspaper..

"We don't want to take a
chance going into a Test
match with your main bowler
unable to bowl," Tennekoon
said.

BCCSL vice-president
Thilanga Sumathipala said
the legitimacy or otherwise
of Muralitharan's bowling ac-

. tion had to resolved.

"He (Muralitharan) can't
go on with this kind of doubt
because in those circum-
stances we won't be inclined
to play him." he said.

The Sydney Morning
Herald said a high-level
mee . ing of BCCSL officials
and team management was
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IR e L R L SR S RS e e T R I e ——

helc in Melbourne on
Wednesday night to discuss

BRISBANE. Aus-
tralia. Dec 28:
West Indies ca-
ptain Richie Ri-

chardson today

L ~— joined former
Ausiralian skipper Allan
Border in defending 5ri
Lankan bowler Muttiah

Mumltdh aran. r-?pnrts AFP.
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RICHIE RICHARDS{}N

Richardson does not be-
lieve the 23-year-old off-

Judge the judgement

i him ...
' of a set-up.

the no-balling of Muralitha-
rarn.

Muralidharan's action is at
worst suspect, but says there
are plenty of bowlers in in-
ternational cricket who
throw and gain more advan-
tage from doing so.

“I'm not convinced that
he straightens his elbow all
the time." Border was quoted
in a newspaper as saying.

"1 think occasionally he
might, whicl: constitutes a
throw, but if I was an umpire
[ wouldn't be prepared to call
I think it's been a bit

"Over the years l've

played against a lot of blokes
with suspect actions on ei-

‘ther short-pitched deliveries

or just the odd one that I
‘reckon they hoick.
"I just feel sorry for this

5 . young bloke and [ think he's
¥ 1 {been set up a little bit."”

Border also said it seemed
unusual that Muralidharan
could play so much interna-
tional cricket — 23 Tests and

spinner is a chucker despite

being no-balled seven times

by Australian umpire Darrel
Hair on the opening day of p

the second Test on Tuesday.
"Just last night I was

watching television and they |

were showing replays of Mu- &

ralidharan.” said Richardson
during West indies' training
here.’

"When 1 look at the slow
motion picture I don't really |

think he chucks. He comes
over with a slightly bent arm
and when he releases the ball
his wrist straightens, but if
you look really carefully, the
arm remains bent.

"I saw it for the first time
very clearly and that was my
opinion., 1 don't think he

throws the ball, he's just
unorthodox.”
Border, Test cricket's

rreatest run-scorer. believes

PARIS Dec 28 (AFP): The
return to the international
fold of countries of the

former Y lavia was surely
a er victory than any on-

pitch success in 1995.
oslavia, beaten by Diego
Har ona's Argentina on

nalties in the 1990 Werld
up quarterfinals in, [taly.
make their international
comeback but without the
Croatians and Bosnians who
helped make them a force in
world football.
"It's great for Yugoslav
football after the sanctions.”

Weah, man of
the moment

ubg_lﬂME,tﬁzc 28. AC Milan's
an striker George Weah
said on Wednesday he would
offer his p prestigious Golden
Ball award in an effort to
bring peace to his homeland.
reports Reuter.

The annual award, organ-
ised by the French soccer
weekly France Football. is
one of the most highly re-

individual soccer ac-

colades in Eur . It is the

ﬂr-t ar it has open o
uropean players.

Wuh who moved to Milan
from Paris St Germain earlier
this year, told Italy's Gazzettia

Dello Sports newspaper his
could

“I'd ke to
model for a ter future.”
said Weah.

At least 150,000
were killed in Liberia
Hi:lnll f

ple
n fac-

ting h:t-un De-

and August this
year, whcn a peace accord
wWas ;
=L like to offer the
Golden ball award to all the
rival forces who have been
fighting each other for six
years in a war that has de-
ltrr.ryed the country,” Weah

"'!"hil could help to
unite the ent factions,
foster peace and promote

for my people
t he also had words of
criticismm about racial atti-

tudes in : it was
"extremnely tough” for an
African to make

stopped a traffic police
man in . but was n
an when the cer
realised he was.

incident in Paris, he
when a policeman who

stopped him in his car told

him: "First it was Loko, now
it's tu.rn

said Yugoslav Football Federa-
tion president Miljan Mil-
janic,

In December. they were
drawn in the same World Cup
qualifying group as Spain,
Czech Republic. Slovakia,
Ha]ta and the Faroe Islands.

ruguay may have won the

1995 Copa Amernica, Norway
earned e women's Warld
Cup. and the 16 nations o

the European Championships
finals in England next year,
were decided, but the come-
back of the Slavs, now com
gﬁaing the rump state of
bia and Montenegro, was
the most heartwarming story

Yugoslavia had been in in-
ternational limbo since the
United Nations Security
Council decreed a political
and financial exclusion which
encompassed a suspension of
sporting contacts too. Yu-

lavia's last match was a 2-

defeat in Holland on March
25, 1992

But the end of the civil
war has meant Yugoslavia,
often described as the Euro-
pean Brazil with its non-stop
production of flair footballers,
are back in the spotlight

Bosnia-Herzegovina, ad-
mitted only after the Dayton
Peace Accord brought almost
four years of war to an end.
will be relleved to have
avoided the Serbs of Yu-
goslavia in their World Cup
qualifying group. but cannot
be too happy at ;uﬂng to play
Croatia.

"It's a hard group but
we're pleased just to be play-
ing said Bosnian in-
ternational Faruk Hadzibegic
who had a lo r.luﬂ with
French club

"We don't mtnd playi J

t Croatia.” he add
% the draw in Paris
a's group is a battle

of the Balkans as they face
bouring states Croatia
Slovenia. as well as Eu-
ropean champions Denmark
and Greece snia will play
their home matches in

Bdcaru. Italy
eanwhile another off

tch lootball battle was
ardly resolved, but put on

ThE clash of world govern-
ing body FIFA with its Euro-
pean counterpart UEFA over

slans to decentralise foot-
Lall s power base in Paris in
December was shelved.

FIFA spokesman Keith
Cooper said a detailed report
on proposals on UEFA's new

world vision W8UId be sent to

FIFA's executive committee
early next year.

UEFA president Lennart
Johansson has lobbied sup-
port from the six confedera-
tions throughout the f[ootball
world to rotate the hosting of
the World Cup and the FIFA

prtsidtm:}f between a new
system ol four continental
bodies

Oceania and Asia would
merge, as would South Amer-
ica with its sister confedera-
tion of North and Central
America and the Caribbean,
reducing the number from
six to four bodies.

Each ronfederation would
adopt the FIFA presidency for
a four-year term after it had

ed the World Cu

ut FIFA presi tnt Joao
Havelange, in a letter to Jo-
hansson, who has publicly
stated he wishes one day to
succeed the Brazilian, said
his plans "demoted FIFA to a
simple coordinating body.”

Meanwhile, tht 6 nations
for next ear's European
fhampmnl ip finals, with an

cted turnover of 150
mt lion dollars were known
after the qualifiers ended in
November

The major upsets were
the non-qualification of Swe-:
den. third in the 1994 World
Cup. Belgium. World Cup
semifinalists in 1986 and Eu-
ropean Lhamplunnhir run-
ners-up in 1980, and Ireland
who qualified for the lﬁ‘ﬂ-ﬂd
round of the 1994 World Cup

Sweden's demise was
aided by injuries to key mid-
fielder Tomas Brolin, out for
most of the first half of the
Ea:. and goalkeeper Thomas

velli

Bflgjum s poor showin
was probably d‘;ﬂm to the
of a golden era of such play-

embraced the Ba lkans

ers as Jan Ceulemans and
Eric Gerets.

Republic of Ireland,
meanwhile, only just failed to
qualify after being beaten 2-0
by Holland in a play-off at An-
field, Liverpool. Patrick
Kluivert scored both goals to
end a superb year for . He
also scored the winner for
Ajax‘'tn thefr 1-0 victory over
AC Milan in the European
Champions Cup final.

However, key, Croatia
and the Czech Republic were
new countries taking cen-
lrestage.

Croatia have well and tru
exploded onto the scene wi
Davor Suker the scorer of
the qualifiers with 12 goals. A
victory in Italy is to book
their ticket as thc}' topped

their qualifying

Turkty1r wit renuﬂrntd
siriker Haka Sukur, have
made their first major inter-
national finals appearance
since playing in the 1954
Wurld gup finals in Switzer-

The Czech Republic also
made their first ever finals
following their split 'lrlth Slo-
vakia, perhaps the least

ainful of the Eou cold war-

mdrm urope’'s east-
erm
ts in 1995

Other h
were Uruliﬁmlth South

American c p vic-
tory — a 5-3 -shootout
win over world champions
Brazil a l-1 draw in

the final in Montevideo.

Enzo Francescoli and
Daniel Fonseca were
Uruguay's main architects of
victory.

But Bruﬂl new strikers
Fdmundo and Juninho her-
alded the end of the Bebeto-
Romario era and showed
enough skill and flair to warn
that they could be a major
foree in the 1998 World
in France.

And Norway won the sec-
ond women's World Cup with
a 2-0 victory over Germany in
Solna, Sweden. The success
of the event even led FIFA
general secretary Sepp Blat-
ter to proclaim: “The future
of iootball will be feminine.”

up

Baby always
comes first

SOFIA. Dec 28: Yordanka
Donkova, the former 100
metres hurdles Olympic
champion and world record
holder, is expecting a baby
and will miss the Atlanta
Games in July, Bulgarian
sports officials said today, re-
ports Reuter.

“It depends on many
things when Donkova will re-
turn to competition, but it is
definite that she will miss At-
lanta.” said Bulgarian Athletic
Federation general secretary
Dobromir Karamarinov.

Donkova, 34, won the
Olympic high hurdles gold
medal in Seoul in 1988 and
clocked a world record 12.21
seconds the same year. She
was also European champion
in 1986.

Keegan — the
'choice

LONDON, Dec 28: Newcas-
tle manager Kevin Keegan has
usurped Terry Venables as
the supporters' choice to lead

England to World Cup glory.
according to a magazine sur-
vey, reports AFP.

England coach Venables,
whose contract expires at the
end of the European Champi-
onships in 1996, has
the Football Association to
l:ll.rltr his future prior to the

But only 38 per cent of
the fans who took part in the
poll believe Venables is the
best man to guide England
through the World Cup quali-
fler.

Keegan received 45 per
cent of the votes while 17
per cent chose Middles-
brough boss Bryan Robson.

“The fans are telling the
FA loud and clear that they
would be wrong to extend
Venables' contract at this

stage, as they seem likely to
do.” said Football Monthly ed-

both Poles

WARSAW, Dec 28: A Polish

| adventurer has become the
| first person to hike to the

North and South Poles in one
year, Polish media said Wed-
nesday, reports AP.

Marek Kaminski reached
the South Pole at 2300
Greenwich mean time Tues-
day after for 53 days,
against the wind and through
snow and ice, the Polish

| news agency PAP said.

The agency said Kaminski
was monitored by the Centre
for Cosmic Studies based in
Toulose, France. which had
followed his solo trek via
satellite.

Kaminski and a friend

| successfully walked to the
| North Pole with no assistance

&d | this spring, dragging heavy

Manchester United goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel keeps a cautious vigil for the outcome of
the aerial tussle between teammate Enc Cantona (C) and New Castle United's David
Ginola during an English Premier league clash at Old Trafford on Dec 27 The Reds won

2-0

— AFP/UNB photo

sleds with food and equip-
ment

A few months later he set
off on the South Pole march
with 120 kilogrammes (264
pound] of supplies and

equipment on a sled.

Tales from the ringside

NEW YORK. Dec 28: While
in prison. Mike Tyson
thought about never fighting
agait. reports AFP.

"But then [ thought. Who
am | going to hurt?" he said
in an interview in July. "I'm
going to hurt myself."

So Tyson fought twice in
1995 for a total of 10:01 (less
than 3 and a half ‘rounds),
earned about 50 million dol-
lars and had the various
champions of the talent-
shallow heavyweight division
all but begging to fight him.

WBC champion Frank
Bruno will get first crack at
Tyson on March 16. Bruno, of
Britain, became a champion
in his fourth try when he
outpointed Oliver McCall,
Sept. 2.

While Tyson's return
against Peter McNeeley and
Buster Mathis got mixed re-
views, there was no doubt it
restored excitement and an-
ticipation to what is sup-
posed be the sport's premier
division.

The year also saw the
continued rise of Roy Jones
Jr and Oscar De La Hoya and
the return of boxing to New
York City's Madison Square
Garden. The sport also was
haunted, as it is every year,
by death in the ring,

It was the big men who
got the most attention — at-
tention that was considerably
increased with the release of
Tyson on March 25 from
prison. where he was serving

ﬂLLAN BDRDER

31 one-day intermationals —
without being called, a sen-
timent echoed by Richard-
SOM.

'If they decide he's legal,
let him play out his career
because he s played 23 Tesis®
to date and hasn't been called
before.” he said.

The controversy and con-
fusion lingered into the sec-
ond day of the Test when
Muralitharan bowled a fur-
ther 20 overs without being
no-balled.

Muralitharan was bowling
from the southern end of the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
on each occasion he was no-
balled on Tuesday but he sub-
sequently survived further
scrutiny after switching to
the Members' End.

Sri Lanka management
sald they would approach
Australian umpire Darrell
Hair and his New Zealand
colleague Steve Dunne at the
end of the match in an at-
tempt to establish why some
of Muralitharan's deliveries
were called while others
were deemed legitimate.

Fair. who made all the
calls against the spinner on
Tuesday, told Sri Lankan offi-
cials that he would no-ball
him again If Muralitharan
bowled during the final ses-
sion the second day on
Wednesday., The Age re-
ported.

Muralitharan did nat bowl
again in the innings before
Australia declared their first

innings on 500 for six late in
the day.

The Age said unnamed
sources within both the Sri
Lankan and Australian teams
sald Hair gav: Dis warning as
the teams took to the field
after tea.

In the wake of Tuesday's
events, the International
Cricket Council, the game's
ruling body, issued a state-
men'! detailing the history of
its concerns over Muralitha-
ran's technique.

The statement urged the
bowler to take whatever cor-
rective action was necessary
to eusure he can continue to
represent his country.

a sentence for a rape convic-
tion.

Riddick Bowe won the
WBO title by knocking out
Herbie Hide in the sixth
roynd March 10. It was not
an outstanding performance,
but Bowe was impressive in
knocking out Cuban Jose Lujs
Gonzalez in the sixth round
June 27.

Bowe finished the year by
getting off the floor to stop
Evander Holyfield in the
eight round Nov. 4. Holyfield,
who had retired after losing
to Micliael Moorer in 1994
because of what was thought
to he heart problem, got
medical clearance end fought
lwice, outpointing Ray
Mercer in his other boul.

George Foreman, looking
every hit his 46 years, re-
tained his IBF title with a
controversial decision over
German Axel Schulz on April
22. Big George had been
stripped of the WBA title ear-
lier in the year. and by year's
end he was without the IBF
title after refusing to give
Schulz a rematch.

Bruce Seldon won the va-
cated WBA title by stopping
Tony Tucker in the seventh
round April 8. Francois Botha
of South Africa won the va-
cated IBF title on a decision
over Schulz that was greeted
by a hail of bottles Dec. 9 at
Stuttgart, Germany.

Lennox Lewis, the former
WBC champion from Britain,
kept himself in the picture

Sumo grand champmn Akebono (1) pounds HlPﬂmEd

rice with a wooden pastel to

make mochi (rice cakes)

with the help of two other wrestlers on Dec 28 for the

New Year celebration

— AFP/UNB photo

by winning three fights, the
last a sixth-round stoppage of
Tommy Morrison on Oct. 7.
Tyson made his much bal-
lyhooed return from a layoff
dating back to a decision win

L] L]

over Dnnmran |-

dock on Jine 28, 1: With.
an 89-second victory over
McNeeley on Aug. 19 before' a

sold-out crowd of 16,000 in
Las Vegas and a huge pay-
per-view audience world-
wide.

McNeeley was disqualified
when, after he had been
down twice his manager,
Vinnie Vecchicne, jumped
into the ring. This brought
acreams that the fight was a
ripoff, zlthough a lot of peo-
ple seemed more disgruntled
by how the bout ended that
about its length.

Mathis was counted out
2:32 of the third round on
Dec. 16 after Tyson set him
up with a right uppercut and
finished him off with a left
hook and two rights, The
bout in the Spectrum at
Philadelphia, postponed from
Nov. 4 because of a fracture
to Tyson's right thumb, was
watched by a crowd esti-
mated at B,000, of which
only about half reportedly
bought tickets, and a big au-
dience on American com-
mercial television — the first
major fight on free TV in the
United States in a decade.

It was De La Hoya who
brought boxing back to the
main Madison Square Garden
arena for the first time since
March 1993. He stopped
Jesse James Leija in the sec-
ond round before a crowd of
16.072 on Dec. 15 for De La
Hoya's third victory of the

year.

Jones. the unbeaten super
middleweight champion, also
won three fights, and was set
to follow De La Hovya into the
(Garden on Jan. 12,

Ring fatalities included
Jimmy Garcia of Colombia
and James Murray of Scot-
land.

(rarcia collapsed after be-
ing stopped by Garibel Ruelas
in a bid for the super feath-
erweight title on May 16, and
died 13 days later. Ruelas
didn’t fight again until Deec. 1.
when he lost Lhe title by be-
ing stopped in the fifth round
by Azumah Nelson of Ghana.

Murray died two days after
losing. the British ban-
tamweight title to Drew
Docherty 1in Glasgow, 5Scot-
land

On Feb 25, Gerald Mc-
Clelland, defending the WBC
middleweight title suffered
life-threatening Iinjuries
when he was a stopped by
Nigel Benn of Britain in the
10th round at London

On Jan. 11, Carlos Mon-
ron, the former greal mid
dleweight champion, was
killed tn a car accidenti in his
native Argentina. He was 53
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