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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Fi\_re more new sugar mills to | o | i n o e
be set up in the country . . faRaTAR,,
Bangladesh Reconditioned e S

While the government has
put two sugar mills on the
dock for auction, a taskforce
of the Ministry of Industries
has recommended the set-
ting up of five more sugar
mills in the country to "boost
sugar productien towards
self-sufficiency.”

According to official
sources, the proposal of set-
ting up of new sugar mills
and other recommendations
have been sent to the Plan-
ning Commission for ap-
proval.

The 15 sugar mills in the
country, all in the public sec-
tor, are struggling to survive
in the face of stiff competi-
tion from imports and smug-
gling. The cost of setting up
of five sugar mills will be
about Taka 400 crore, said
Bangladesh Sugar and Food

By Govinda Shil

mills to the Privatisation
Board last month for sale n
the private sector.

But the private sector has
showed little interest to buy
the mills.

The sugar mills have an
annual production capacity of
around 200000 tonnes annu-
ally and the country requires
additional 150000 tonnes of
sugar which is imported.

"Il the suggestions are im-
plemented, the mills can
meet the requirement of the
country by the year 2005,
said senior BSFIC official.

He said the sugar mills
that have been Incurring
losses since 1984 earned a
profit of Taka 9.02 crore ip
the last fiscal and the pro-
jected profit in the current
fiscal is set at Taka 23.57
crore.

ment pays for R&D, develops
roads in the mill areas and
reduces Value Added Tax on
SUZAT .

Citing examples of the
neighbouring countries. he
said these works are done by
the concerned ministries. In
Bangladesh. the factories do
these works at their won
Ccost.

Bangladesht sugar mills
spent additional Taka 5.50 to
produce one kg of sugar
which included Taka 2.42
Value Added Tax [VAT) on
one kg of sugar. The Indian
mills pay only Taka B9 as
VAT on one kg of sugar.

Another official in the BS-
FIC said in an open market
economy, the government

cannot regulate input and -

output prices, but here, the
prices of sugarcane and sugar

cultivators in 1990-91.

“If BMRE of 11 sugar mills
could be done at a cost of
Taka 288 crore and five new
mills were constructed, the
country would be self-suffi-
cient in sugar production,”
said another official of the
BSFIC.

These initiatives would
help to increase the effi-
ciency of the mills. increase
productivity of sugar fields
and raise the sugar output
from 200000 to 433000 MT,

sources added.

Considering per capita
sugar intake at three kg the
country will require 433000
tonnes sugar, said the task-
force.

‘If BMRE is not done, the
economy would have to pay
Taka 250 crore annually to
import additional 1.8 lakh

| Vehicles Importers and Deal-
| ers Association (BARVIDA)

has demanded removal of
anomalies’ regarding tax on
imported vehicles.

Representatives of BAR-
VIDA at a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club Wed
nesday expressed their fear
that many importers of
reconditioned vehicles would
become bankrupt if the au-
thorities do not allow unload-
ing of vehicles, for which let-
ters of credit (LCs) were
opened before December 12,
under Pre-Shipment Inspec-
tion (PSI).

Earlier, on December 12,
the National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR) issued a notifica-
tion banning import of four
types of motor vehicles —car,
jeep. microbus and pick-up
van — under PSL

There were allegations of

g e i ek 7 e e !ﬁﬁi{# e et

Qatar Airways inaugurated its flight te Dhaka on December 26 with the founder and

Chief Executive Officer H H Hamad Ali Jabor Al-Thani*piloting the airline's Boeing B747

himself. He was welcomed at the Zia International Airport by State Minister for Civil

Aviation and Tourism Major (Retd) Abdul Mannan High-level officials of Civil Aviation

id Biman Bangladesh Airlines and Qatar Airways' GSA Oryx Aviation were present on
occasion.

BOI registers 672 projects

Industries Corporation In an open and free econ- are fully regulated by the gov-  metric tons of sugar after the | abuse of the system.
SOUrces. omy, the sugar mills are un- ernment. year 2000," said the official. Customs officials claim ®

The suggestions of the der pressure of the World ‘By chaining our activities, In Bangladesh, the sugar | that over the S m Ve mon
taskforce, which was formed Bank and other donor agen- the government cannot tell mills pay subsidy to the con- | they were detecting increas- |
early this year, include com- cies to be privatised. But the us to compete in the free sumers by selling at a price | ing number of import in- The Board of Inyestment day. istan and India.
pleting the "Balancing, Mod- officials and workers of the market* he observed. lower than the of cost of pro- voices under PSI which did | (BOI) has ed a total of Projects involving foreign The proposed investment
ernisation, Rehabilitation and mills as well as the manage- BSFIC official pointed out duction, sources said, In not conform to their respec- | §72 projects during the last participation have shown an will be made in the indus-
Expansion (BMRE) of 11 ment are unwilling to let the that the government in- these circumstances, tHe tive tariff values. five months (July-November, increase of around 700 pet tries like textile, electronics,
sugar mills, introducing High mills go to the private sector. creased the price of sugar- sources pointed out. that the Pressed by newsmen, 1995) with an investment cent compared to the corre- engineering, chemicals
Yielding Varieties (HYV) of So, the mill-personnel are cane to Taka 37.50 per mills earned profit during | BARVIDA representatives | outlay of Tk 63.586 million. sponding period of the previ- telecommunications, lhl'ilIl-]:;

m.rcunc. making the sugar desperately trying to make maund from Taka 27 in 1989 1973 to ‘83 period. ‘'and | admitted that the prices of | equivalent to 1590 million ous year. hatchery, pharmaceuticals

economically viable, de- those factories economically but reduced the per kg sugar again it could sustain its the imported vehicles in- | US dollar, reports UNB. The proposed foreign in- _leather goods and m'

veloping infrastructural facili- sound. i price substantially, from Tk  profitability if necessary co- | creased by Tk 10,000 to The amount is 350 per vestment in 86 projects dur- ‘industries.

ties in the mill areas, carry- The sugar industry was 29 to Taka 22.50 at that operation is given to the 30,000 after the abolition of | cent higher compared to ing the last five months

ing out research and devel- made open to the private time, that was helping the mills. PSI. . corresponding ¥ period of stands at Tk 34,965 million BOI said efforts ‘were um-
sector since 1979 but no en- mills to lose their In a written statement at | 1994 when a total of 533 p- derway to find out the

opment {R&D) programmes,
shortening the harvesting

The 'lhortmmg of crush- '

ing period would help the
mills to earn a profit of Taka,

trepreneur showed interest

production, often alleged to
be high, the official said, the
cost of production of one kg

sugar
competitiveness in the mar-

ficial of the BSFIC said, a US
farmer was paid more than
Taka 70 as subsidy to pro-

Meanwhile, a new sugar
mill in Pabna is going on a

Taka 68.77 crore but due to

lengthening of the time pe-
riod and the devaluation of

the press conference, BAR-

and illogically’ imposed four
times higher wharf rent for
vehicles and Road

rojects were registered with

investment clearly indicates a
sharp acceleration of invest-
ment trend, although this

which is equivalent to US

dollars 874 million. The

period of last year.
Major interested ecountries
are Japan, USA, UK, France,

progress of implementation
of the projects and further

period to 120 days and ex- to invest independently or go ket. trial production in February | VIDA president Abdul Haque | an outlay of Tk 18,572 amount was Tk 5 174 mil-
tending bank loans to the for joint venture. Citing an example of the next year. The initial cost of | alleged that the Chittagong | million. lion, equivalent to US dollars oProvement of the method-
farmers Dwelling on the cost of international market, the of- the mill was determined at | Port Authority ‘unilaterally The amount of r ered 129 million during the same Ciogy Saa qualtynf statistics.

The Board will periodi-
cally publish estimates of
and voiume of in-

33 crore. : of sugar was Taka 26. "But we duce one pound of sugar. In-  taka. the revised cost of the | Transport Authority (BRTA) | does not reflect the actual The Netherlands, Korea, Vestment proposals regis-
BSFIC placed the Desh can produce a kg of sugar at dia paid 100 crore rupees as. mill stood at 84.42 crore, realises more fees for the | guantum of investment, said Philippines, Malaysia, Hong tered with its office, the

Bandhu and Kaliachapra sugar Taka-18 to 21 if the govern- subsidy to their sugarcane sources said registration of ﬂ:cd ;ﬂd a press release of BOI yester- Kong, Iran, Sri Lanka, Pak- Press release added.

T " - | reconditioned vehicles than , ;
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~ the company at a city hotel en Wednesday.
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lirgaon Road Division

those for the new ones.

He demanded readjust-
ment of the rate of deprecia-
tion for fixing tax on im-
ported vehicles. _

BARVIDA alsé idalled ¥or
the formulation of transport
policy.

BARVIDA secretary Nimal
Kanti Roy, vice president
Alauddin and other office
bearers were also present at
the press conference.

Tk 4cr BKB
loan disbursed
. ' ;
in B'baria
BRAHMANBARIA, Dec 28:
An amount of Taka four crore
one lakh 90 thousand has
been distributed among the
farmers as agriculture loan by

Bangladesh Krishi Bank
(BEKB) through its 24

tributed among the farmers
of the district as crop loan,
Taka 22 lakh 26 thousand for
purchasing cattle, Taka 68

«, .. punish

Eumpeans angry over US move to

+WASHINGTON. Dec 28:
America's European allies re-
acted angrily to a US Senate
decision to impose sanctions
on foreign companies that
make new, substantial in-
vestments in Libya's energy
business, according to Wall
Street Street Journal Service.

The Libyan measures was
added December 20 on the

US Senate floor to a bill that
would penalize foreign com-
panies making investments of
240 million dollars or more
in Iran's energy sector. If the
bill becomes law, the sane-
tions are expected to have a
far greater impact on Euro-
pean firms doing business in
Libya than in Iran because

spokesman for the French

38y, "We have a good re-
lationship with the US, but
this is adding stress to the
relationship.” He added that,
"l presume if this passes, we
would go to the World Trade
Organization with a com-

plaint.”

One casualty of the bruised
feelings could be an Organiza-
tion for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development initia-
tive to liberalize investment
rules for industrialized na-
tions. "The US jeopardizes its
leadership and credibility... if
it adopts a secondary em-
bargo on companies investing
in Iran or Libya," said William
Berry, president of the Euro-

A US official worries that

inyestments in Libya

such unilateral actions involv-
ing sanctions would make it
more difficult for Washington
to maintain the support of its
allies at the United Nations
Security Council. which im-
posed milder sanctions on

Libya in 1992.

"What kind of precedent
does this set?” asked the US
official. "When we act unilat-
erally about the things we
care about, how can we
complain when the Euwro-

peans do the same thing.”

In a move to head off the
Libyan portion of the bill, the
White House called for
tougher multilateral UN ac-
tions against the nation.

es in Brahmanbaria
':;:igﬁhti?l November, official | for€ign investment is much EEE;‘I';T;““““ Chamber of  gpokesman Michael McCurry
i et S _ sources said, reports BSS. greater in Tripoli. : said in a statement: "We urge
Harun-or-Rashid Khan, Chai of Monno Ceramic Industries Ltd, addressing the 14th annual general meeting of | amount, Taka three crore 30 | !8lation.” said ~Jean- puts the Clinton administra- to support the expansion of
- . thousand has been dis- | ¢Pristophe Belliard, a tion in an awkward position.  existing UN sanctions on oil-

related equipment for Libya.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

: 1 LR .~ i H -. N | : lakh 56 thousand for em- Omm thhe Exacuﬁve Engm
' TENDER NOTICE o S i HES Dvion2
A ' | fim e women rural areas, a 3
; g P Y o % ’ S there lakh 90 thousand for Mirpur. Dhaka
Sealed Tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are invited. - d fi Taka three lakh INFRASTRU E IMPROVEMENT -
1. Tender Notice No ¥ 2 : 10EE/T of 1995-96. = R s { ei?ll;{ tm.sand afur ;ttage DHAKA URBAN ADB L;.. MEHE B‘?;E PHOJECT Lot
2. Name of work 3 Construction of RCC hex culvert, work under Thakurgaon Road Divisio iIl‘:dUEU‘iE:- Emhm llﬂké"] 28 " s g (SF)
' i 5-06 i ' thousand for the landless '-

3 Head of A ke ) dun.ng 1995-96 in 2 (\I:wn} Grmps | :Lmlcra and the rest as gen- NOtlce Invmng Tender
4. Estimated cost - | ' | | mn:.nmmm also said that NO 05 (DU“P) 1%
5. Earnest money : | as per group list. | | the target of distribution of 1. Government of Bangladesh (GOB) has received a loan No 942 (SF) from the Asian Development
6. Time allowed : . | | loan has been fixed at Taka Bank towards the cost of Dhaka Urban Infrastructure Improvement Project at Mirpur. Different
7. Eligibility of Contractor | - | | 12 ;rgrﬂ 76 tm i::?fa'{- organisations/agencies shall implement different components of the project. Housing & Settiement Directorate
8. Name of office where tender documents can : 1. Executive Engineer (RHD), Road Division, Thakurgaon/Dinajpurf{ | "aneial mgm Brahmanbaria | | (SP) shall be responsible for the implementation of the area upgrading and infill works. It is intended that part of

the proceeds of this loan shall

be applied to eligible payments for the infill works under this contract.

be purchased NilphamaﬁfPlanning & ]Jesign Division, Rangpurﬂ’lanning & Divnl district
< i On tlhu h tiand th .E.HSDWWMMHHBWMFWHQEHMMWM ing from the VA
Y | t c ml L] & i T
Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka - Hinl -réa"““ I rTa] ; 2_;3 mgiﬂﬂ:d enlisted apndd 1st class (former "A" class) contractors of Houmg' & Settlement Di

2. Sub-Divisional Engineer (RHD), Road Sub-Division, Thakurgaor
Panchagarh

crore 30 thousand during

ral) of R&H and ‘A

Engineer, Dhaka H&S Division-Il,

of MES for the undermentioned works which will be

, Dhaka up to 12.00 Noon

. ; . received by the undersigned & Executive
9. Name of office where tender will be received :- 1. Add. Chief Engineer (RHD), Rangpur Zone, Rangpur. m_ptnm' ihe woureesd 1o 11]-1-& and wil h;'ommd on the same day .;1:2'15 pg in of the intending tenderers. Sealed
- | : : ) ; T ep——" i & y. envelopes containing the tender should bear the name of the work with ; itten i
2. Superintending Engineer (RHD), Road Circle; Dlna]pgrﬂdnmtmng & Sonali Bank's lotiers e a1 e papers package no. clearly written in block

Evaluation Circle, Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.

3. Tender documents may be obtained from the offibe of the undersigned and Executive

; 1 E:fr;cutive _Engineer (RHD), Road Division, Thakurgaon/Dinajpur man'agement*CBA Division I, ' r, Dhaka during office hours on ali working days up to 9-1-96 on cash w {E
, | Nilphamari. - meet held refundable) of Tk .00 (Taka one thousand) only per set. Tender will be sold only to those
10. Last date of ‘selling tender documents : Up to 8-1-1996. A formal discussion meet. | | coMractors who have successfully completed the earth work (supplied earth carried by

Orecetus o PHDRAMAIS

#

(Within nfﬁr.:?: hours) . * |/| ing was held Wednesday than Tk 20 lakh (Taka twenty lakh), in a single tender in Housing & Settiement
11. Last date & time for receiving tender : At 12-30 PM on 9-1-1996. | | mo at the head office of | ] for which necessary completion certificatle must be produced at the time of purchasing tender ‘documents.
12. Date and time of opening tender box . At 12-45 PM on 9-1-1996. | Sonali Bank h:li_t:'l:cnﬂ éhu H.ﬂlltl:’ﬂlm certificate as a VAT payee must also be produced at the time of purchasing tender documents,
13. Date and time of opening of tender bids At 11-00 AM on 15-1-1996. | | (CBA) and the banis highes | |2henwise tender documents wil not be said.
14. Date & time of lottery (If necessary) . : At 11-00 AM on 20-1-1996. . authority to consider the 26- S Name of works with location Package | Eamest | Time allowed
. Groups list of work point demands plated by the No No | Money (Tk) | for completion
oup|  Name of Road Name of work | Chargeable| Estimated | Earnest | Time | Eligibility| Remarks oG, ot L | op. | | 1 | Development of land at Block-D at Section 14&15 and Block- 2% of the | 3 (three)
No with location | head | cost | money | allowedfor| of ment, says a press release. S o Nou 1. Merpur under Diwka: Urhan Qe e
completion | contractors | |° Newly ed CBA Presi- | Infrastructure Improvement Project during the year 1995-06 amount
: of work " dent Aminul Haque Faruque 4. Eamest @ 2% of the quoted amount must be enclosed along with the tender in the form of Bank
1 5 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 mdﬂﬂnﬂﬂmmﬂ?-lm Draft from any bank of in favour of the Executive Engineer, Mirpur H&S Division-2, Mirpur
| Thakurgaon-Baliadangi- Construction of 168 RBF 7,55,262)- 15,106/~ 90 (Ninety) ‘A’ to 'D' tender || | Uddin Ahmed took the lead | | phaia Any bid not accompanied by requisite eamest money will be rejected by the Engineer-n as non-
(one) Nekmogad Ranisankasl. ROC Box Culvert days ~ special S?Emwgrm | | banik's Managing Director M | | esponsive. e
Pirganj-Birganj (in/c  at 13th KM. caﬁﬂ%)nf Earnb:st oney ﬁ-an#t i-lf‘ e represented :
to be submutted e an management. “'3“ any reason thereof.
Road). for each groups Deputy Managing Director, all 6. The bidder bear all cost associated with the preparation and delivery of its tender, and the employer
2. Thakurgaon-Pirganj Construction of do-  7,64,784/- 15296/- 90 (Ninety) 'A'to'D’ 3 eral managers. concerned In no case be regponsible or liable for those costs. ;
(Two) Road. RCC Box culvert special %wm managers and 7. This tender nofice will form a part of contract and will be binding upon the tenderer
. at 6th KM. category of s e velli B 8. All other terms and conditions wil remain the same as in Form No 2911
Md Hamidur Rahman The. 26 potwt  emsnds D %"
DFP-32343-24/12 Executive Engineer (RHD) | | the meeting and a consensus | | OF o-32292-24/12 o seddiuneoy
G-1973 Road Division akurgaon. vwas reached for instant selu- ' 38075

{ tion to some problems.

|‘ —



