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1Israeli troops withdraw |

RAMALLAH (West Bank),
Dec 27: Israeli troops with-
drew today from Ramallah,
the seventh and last main
West Bank town to be handed
over to full Palestinian con-
trol, clearing the path to
historic self-rule elections
next month, reports AFP.

Thousands of Palestinians
cheered and danced as mili-
tary jeeps carried the last [s-
raeli soldiers from the mili-
tary administration building
and station which had
been their headquarters

durlng 28 years of occupa-

hn: youths threw stones
and empty bottles at the
withdrawing jeeps, but the
only casualty was a Pales-
tindan youth hurt by a stray
rock. It was the first time the

lsraeli army withdrew in full
daylight.

"From now on Ramallah is
free.” declared General Haj
Ismail Jaber, head of Pales-
tinian police on the West
Bank.

In a brief ceremony, Jaber
shook hands with the depart-
ing Israeli West Bank com-
mander, General Gaby Ophir,
outside the military adminis-
tration headquarters as hun-

dreds of Palestinians stormed,

into the building and civillans
and policemen alike fired
guns into the air in celebra-
tion.

"l can't put my feelings
into werds, | am so proud of
what is to us,” said
Saleh Hushieh, 36, a UN em-
ployee who spent several pe-
riods in detention under Is-

from Ramallah

raeli rule

But joy was not the only
emotion among Ramallah's
residents

“Its true that there is
happiness and celebrating
but we won't ever forget the
Israelis Injustice and repres
sion.” said Mohammed
Rashid, 35

Ramallah isn't a liberated
town because the Israelis still
control the access,” he said

Ramallah, a prosperous
town of 40,000, was decked
oul with thousands of red-
green-black-and-white Pales-
tinian flags and banners bear-
ing the portrait of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat flew ev-

here.
"Ramallah welcomes the

lions to their kingdom,” read
one banner hung between
electric poles.

$172m project to develop

About 574 kilometres of
rural roads and 150 markets
(hats and bazars) will be de-

in 14 districts under
a US 172 million dollar pro-
ject, reports UNB.
The proposed project is

to help increase ru-
ral t and income
and reduce r‘:;ll poverty
through redu transport
costs, better marketing facili-
ties and higher farm produc-

'Press cynical
-about SAARC

By Staff Correspondent
Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan yesterday criticised
the media for being 'cynical’
about the prospects of

Speaking at the launching
of a news organisation —

South Asian News Agency

:

First meeting of
5th Wage Board
demanded
within 10 days

Three federations of jour-
nalists, press “::urkcru and
employees of newspaper

and Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ) at a joint
rally here yesterday de-
manded holding of the first

of the Fifth Wage
Board within 10 days and an-
nouncement of the dearmess
allowance for them, a

X Federal Union of
“Journalists IBF'UJ]Bg;eH re-
lease said, reports

The rally warned that the
journalists and employees
would announce a fresh pro-

of action if there was

any. delay in convening the
first meeting of the Fifth
Wage Board.

- The rally held at the
premises of the Jatiya Press

. Club was presided over by Fa-

zl¢ lman, convener of the,

central coordination commit-
tee.

rural roads, markets

Intﬂ'mtlunll Development
Association (IDA), an affiliate
of the World Bank, will pro-
vide 117 million dollar as soft
loan for the project. The gov-
ernment will contribute US
40 million dollar while the
rest 15 million dollar will
come from the Swiss Devel-
opment Corporation (SDC).

A World Bank press re-
lease issued in the city yes-
terday said the Second Rural
Roads and Markets Im-
provement and Maintenance
Project had recently been
appraised. It is expected to
be negotiated in April 1996
and approved in July.

The Local Government
Engineering Department
(LGED) will implement the
project over a period of five
years.

Apart from upgrading the
roads and markets, about
3650 linear meters of
bridges and culverts and
19,500 linear meters of
drainage structures on exist-
ing rural roads will be con-
siructed under the project

SAF Games
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dia. the highest gold medal
winners of all the previous
Games.
Prior to the closing decla-
ration, five best sportsmen of
the meet — Bahadur Prasad

and Shiny Wilson fathletics-

India), Susanthika Jayasinghe
(athletics-Sri Lanka), Sebas-
tian Xavier (swimming-India),
and Jaspal Rana (shooting-
India) — were given special
awards.
_ Indian Union Minister for
Human Resource Develop-
ment Madhav Rao Scindia
gave the thanksgiving speech.
Later, IOA President Dr
Adityan handed over the
Games flag and torch to Mr
Paltan Gurung, Assistant Min-
ister for Youth, Sports and
Culture of Nepal, who will
host the Bth SAF Games in
1997. (Details on Page 10).

World Bank®
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they have not originated from

the management of the
Bank.”

"Nor, of course, am 1 awa-
re of any memorandum or
letter to this effect,” added a
faxed message of the Bank of-
ficial.

Rahman in a similar faxed

e also said, "I do not
think there is such memo-
randum.”

The report in the daily
had said “recently the cop-
sortium members in a mem-
orandum to the policy mak-
ers of the WB and IMF had
expressed their concern
about the ongoing political

impasse in Bangladesh”.

Organised groups
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drive. The deal may cost as
nnl:h as Tk 5000 altogether.
the BRTA's nor-
mal procedure for obtaining a

1§ thc ob-seeker [irst
nme ‘pac deal' with

the 'Ustad’ who teaches him
driving and procures him a
licence through his broker at
the BRTA." said Abdul Jalil, a
driver since 1962.

Jalil said that the licence
issued in this way is fake de-
spite the fact that it bears the

, seals and signatures
of the authorities. It is
not recorded with the BRTA

It was alleged that the
traffic ser

cence from the BRTA Is
complicated time-consuming
and often expensive. One is
required to pass in written,
oral and practical tests after
submitting a range of papers
including medical report and
different certificates.

"It took me nine months
to get a licence from the
BRTA. This long delay and
the bureaucracy in the BRTA
force the young unemployed
people to seek help from
brokers," said Babul, a young
autorickshaw driver.in the
city from Comilla.

The BRTA took an initia-
tive in 1992 to solve the
problem by regularising the
fake licences on submission
of proper documents. But
since most of the autorick-
shaw drivers do not qualify
for a licence because of their
very poor educational back-
ground (the driver must have
completed class VIII of high
school to qualify). BRTA, at
one point, had to abandon
the process.

With the new understand-
ing reached yesterday be-
tween the drivers' union and
the BRTA, the criterion of

minimum education may be

Six killed in
city incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

At least six persons were
killed in separate incidents
in the city yesterday.

Abdur Rahman, 40, a resi-
dent of Shahjadpur Bazar un-

‘der Guilshan was electrocuted

when he was hanging clothes
on a live cable wire.

Zarina Begum, 20, a gar-
ments worker was found
dead in her house. The body
with a scarf around her neck
was recovered by police from
her residence at East
Rampura. Zarina's husband
Forkan
puller, was absconding, po-
lice said.

Sufia Begum, 30, of Sen
Para under Mirpur 10, fell
from the roof of a one-storey
building and died in the
hospital in the afternoon.

Body of Javed, 22, a resi-
dent of 280, Bara Moghbazar
was found in his room. Javed
reportedly committed sui-
cide by hanging himself with
the ceiling.

An unidentified male, aged
about 20, died on the spot
when he was run over by a

ng bus at Shukrabad.

Sabiha, 40, who received
injury in a road accident at
Shat Rastar Morh, suc-
cumbed to her injuries at
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) in the
afternoon.

Mian, a rickshaw- |

Prime Minister Begum Khﬂiuda Zia laad l.hf fuundatmn stone uf Ash
across the river Meghna on Dhaka-Sylhet highway yesterday.

e —— .

Ashuganj-Bhairab Bridge
foundation laid

ASHUGANJ (Brahmanb-
aria), Dec 27: Pri-me Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia laid
the foundation stone of the
longcherished Ashuganj-
Bhairab Bridge here today,
reports UNB.

The 1.160-metre-long
bridge across the river
Meghna will be constructed
120 metres upstream the
existing railway bridge at a
cost of about Tk 267.39
crore. Of the amount, the
government will provide
nearly Tk 113 crore while
the rest will come as project
assistance.

Officials said the con-
struction work will begin in
1996-97 and the bridge will
be compieted in 1998-99.

Laying the foundation, Be-
gum Zia told a big gathering
at Ashuganj ferry qghat this
morning that development of
communication network was
one of the important ways to
achieve economic advance-
ment.

"If we can build a smooth
communication network, it
will be easy to ensure a bal-
anced development in the
country,” she said adding that
the government had given
top priority to the develop-
ment of communication net-
work since its assumption of
power in 1991].

The. Prime Minister said
the construction of the
Meghna-Gumti bridge has
established an uninterrupted

link between capital Dhaka
and the south-eastern port
city of Chittagong.

Similarly. the Ashuganj-
Bhairab bridge will also
establish an uninterrupted
road communication between
the capital and the districts
of the Sylhet division.

Begum Zia said 320
bridges and numerous cul-
verts were constructed in the
country in last four fiscal
years. She mentioned the
construction of the Meghna-
Gumti, Monu, Mohuri, Shika-
Ilbaha, Mahananda, Shah
Amanat. Pagla Shaheed Sid-
diq Protap and Manda
bridges.

Kamal welcomes
new political
development

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain has said the
latest developments in the
political arena regarding the
proposed dialogue at the
highest level provided a real
opportunity to end the
‘'suffocating political impasse.

Welcoming the initiative,
he pointed out at a press
conference yesterday that the
opposition had already indi-
cated it was ready to sit for a
dialogue at the highest level
if it was broadcast live on
television and radio.
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Hangladesh N atmnal Village Develﬂpment Luup-eratwe Federat.mn started a hunger Et.nke
in front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday demanding waiving of their loan up to Tk 5000
as was announced by the Prime Minister,

— Star photo

— PID photo

Hope for soccer gold dashed

From Page 1
where the stakes for
Bangladesh, who failed to win

the football gold in the last

ssix edition of the meet, was

gven higher than for the In-
dians.

Although Otto Pfister, the
German coach of the national
football team, has claimed
that Bangladéesh played "very
good" in the final but some
thousand patriotic youngsters
who helplessly watched their
full-throated cheers from the
eastern end of the giant
Nehru Stadium go down the
drain, were obviously injured
by the pathetic show of our
booters.

In the whole 90-minute
Bangladesh, apart from a late
equalizer opportunity, hardly
showed any motivation to
cope against a spirited dis-
play of attacking football by
the Indians.

In the upfront Mizan and
Ranjan ran listlessly while in
the middle Arman along with
Rakib, Zakir, and Hasan al-
Mamun displayed all sorts of
miss passes and in the rear
captain Monem Munna, Ma-
sud Rana and and Sohel Reza
time and again failed to
negate the Indian attacks.

But custodian Ponir, with
yet another brilliant exhibi-
tion under the bar, saved
Bangladesh from a humiliat-
ing defeat. The tall goal-
keeper, who had earlier in-
spired Bangladesh to reach
the final with two saves in a
5-4 tie-break win over Sri

Lanka in the first semifinal,

once again rose to the occa-

sion to make at least three
spectacular saves.

'On the other hand India,
who employed man-to-man
marking, tough tackling and
adopted long passes against
Bangladesh's abortive short
passes, forced the opponents
to play to their tune.

They were unfortunate of
not having a fourth-minute
lead when siriker Vijayan,
with all the time in the
world, headed the ball wide
of the mark.

Undaunted by the early
disappointment the Indians
mounted pressure with cap-
tain Bruno Couthinho, Tajin-
der Singh and Basudeb Mon-
dal providing a series of de-
fence splitting throughs
down both flanks.

But they had to wait for an
unpardonable blunder from
Bangladesh's Hassan al-Ma-
mun for the much-needed

goal at the stroke of the short
whistle.

As Mamun failed to clear
the ball in the left corner of
the box, Tejinder Kumar
made no mistake to float a
prefect cross deep into the
heart of the opponents' de-
fence where an unmarked
Sabir Pasha did the simple
task of heading the ball home
past a helpless Ponir amidst
rapturous jubilation from a
partisan crowd.

In the second half the
pattern of the game contin-
ued to be the same with
Bangladesh remaining at the
receiving end despite the in-
clusion of Manik, Naquib and

Sohel al-Masum in places of
Zakir, Ranjan and an injured
Hasan al-Mamun, who was
carried off the field following
a cynical foul by Ajay Kumar
Singh in the 85th minute.
Ajay was sent off reducing
India to play with ten men
for the remaining five min-
utes.

The departure of Ajay
promptly brought Bangladesh
into the game with a rare
counter-attack down the
middle in the 88th minute.
Like a flash in the pan Arman

set striker Mizan with a de-
fem:e -splitting through on
top ‘of the opponents’' box
from where the lithe striker
blasted a scorching drive. But
the Indian custodian
Hamanta Dora with an half-
hearted fisting sent the ball
to an onrushing Naquib
whose sure sitter into the
open net rebounded off the
near post killing Bangladesh's
hopes of an intriguing finish.

The teams: India — He-
manta Dora, Carlton Chap-
man. Aloke Das, D P Chowd-
hury, Danesh, Cruno Cautinho
(captain), Satyajit Chatterjee,
Basudev Mondol, Tajinder
Kumar (Ajay Kumar), Sabir
Pasha, 1 M Vijayan.

Bangladesh: Md Ponir,
Monem Munna (captain), Ma-
sud Rana, Sohel Reja, Hasan
Al-Mamun (Al-Masum), Ma-
mun Hossain Joarder, Md
Arman, Rakib Hossain, Zakir
Hossain (Mann), Mizanur
Rahman, Shahidul Ahmed Ra-
njan (Imtiaz Ahmed Naquib).

Referee: Nazri Abdullah
(Malaysia).

Nuban Ahmed
laid to rest

By DU Correspondent

Nuban Ahmed a teacher of
the Dhaka University was laid
to rest at the Mirpur Sha-
heed Buddhijibi graveyard
after his namaj-e-janaja at the
Dhaka University Central
Mosque yesterday.

Nuban Ahmed, a teacher
of the Economics Depart-
ment succumbed to stab In-
juries at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital on Tuesday.

He was admitted to the
hospital on Dec 17 with se-
vere injuries in his right eye

and head alter some muggers |

attacked him near the South
Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad.

The namaj-e-janaja of.

Nuban was attended by the
Vice Chancellor of the Dhaka
University prof Emajuddin

uganj-Bhairab bridge I
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ISLAMABAD, Dec 27: Pakistan today indirectly accused

India and Afghantstan of complicity in a recent spate of
bomb blasts in the country. "We are a victim of interna-

tional terrorism.” Interfor Minister Nasee
pariiament while speaking on a car

ah Babar told
last week that

killed 42 people and wounded more than 100 in the
northwestern city of Peshawar, reports Reuter.

16 Kashmir militants
killed, 11 arrested

SRINAGAR, Dec
Twelve militants Im:h.uhng A
foreign mercenary. were
among 16 people killed and
eleven militants, one of them
a self-styled chief comman-
der of Ikhwan-ul Muslimeen
outfit, were arrested in
Kashmir valley since yester-
day evening, reports PTI.

Meanwhile, a major
tragedy was averted with
timely detection of a live
bomb on the roof of a bus
near Rehari bus stand in

- Jammu region yesterday, an

— ==le AL T

Ahmed, pro-VC Shahiduddin |

Ahmed, Education Minister
Zamir Uddin Sircar, former
justice Habibur Rahman,
Awami League leader Abdus
Samad Azad and a number of
teachers, students and em-
ployees of the university. -
His qulkhwani will be held

at his residence at 7/7 Sir |

Sayed Ahmed Road, Moham-
madpur in the city tomorrow.

The teachers, students
and employees of the Eco-
nomics Department of DU
yesterday brought out a
mourning procession. The
procession started from the
Aris Faculty premises and
ended at the National Press
Club after parading different
roads of the city.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed her deep shock at
the premature death of
Nuban Ahmed.

Times-Bangla

From Page 1

1995 and Taka 81.41 lakh on
account of the Times till
1993.

, Dainik Bangla's total loans |
| including interests stands at

Taka 5.56 crore till 1995

! while Times' loans including

interests total Taka 1.92

| Crore.

Earlier, Dainik Bangla had
taken interest free loans of
Taka 1.58 crore from the
president's Relief Fund in
1989 and Taka 13.26 lakh
irom presidents Discre-
tionary Fund in 1990,

Autorickshaw

From Page 1

an end to the alleged ha-
rassment of autorickshaw
drivers by police and relax-
ation of a rule providing for a
minimum educational qualifi-
cation of an autunckahaw
driver.

The union r::]aima that an
agreement was signed in
1992 between the union and
the BRTA, but it was not im-
plemented.

Most of the buses were off
the roads for the third con-
secutive day yesterday fearing
attack by the agitators creat-
ing sufferings to the people.

The agitating autorick-
shaw workers brought' out
processions and went on
rampage at Ramna, Malibag,
Jatrabari, Saidabad and Gulis-
tan in the morning. They also
damaged passing and parked
buses, trucks and private cars
at Kalabagan, Bahadur Shah
Park and Mirpur Section 1.
One traffic constable was
beaten up by them.

At around 2 pm, while a
procession of autorickshaw
workers was ng to-
wards the Press Club from
Malibag area, police chased
them and beat up some 10

sis.

At 3 pm, they held a rally
in front of the Jatiya Press
Club where president of the
union Azizul Haq and secre-
tary Golam Faruk declared
that the government ac-

cepted nine out of the ten _

demands.

They brought out a victory
procession from the rally in
the evening which marched
towards Motijheel area. Wit-
nesses said, at least eight to
ten cocktails were exploded

during the procession.

official spokesman said here
today

He said the powerful de-
vice, suspected to be planted
by Pakistan-trained militants,
was removed immediately
and was later neutralised by
the experts.

AFP from London adds:
Two of the western hostages
being held by Muslim sepa-

2 brothers burnt

alive

From Our Correspondent
BARISAL, Dec 27: Two
children were burnt alive in a
fire at a house at Majh village
in Chikankandi union under
Galachipa thana in Patuakhali
district midnight last night.
The fire originating from a
kerosene lamp engulfed the
house killing Tapan. 10, and
Swapan. B, and seriously in-
juring their parents who
were admitted to Galachipa
thana health complex.

742 Bangladeshis
From Page 1

on the west coast.

The suspects are being
held in a, detention cam
pending repatriation, Mo
hamad said.

Meanwhile, in one of his
requent swipes at the West,
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad today accused
Western nations of trying to
stall East Asian development
by stirring up labour unrest.

"They try to incite our
workers not to work unless
they are paid higher wages.”
he said.

Their motive is not to
help the workers but to en-
sure that Asian products be-
come less competitive and
the workers lose their jobs.
Mahathir said in a speech to
inaugurate a racial harmony
campaign.

Some Malaysian union
leaders are willing to accept
the propaganda. but most
aren't, which has thwarted
the West's plan, he said.

The prime minister did
npt explain how the West is
inciting labour trouble.

Europe and the United
States have often called for
better labour practices in
East Asia, and in some cases
they have imposed trade
barriers in a bid to enforce
their labour and human
rights standards.

ratists in Kashmir state were
allowed to receive gifis and
cassettes from their families
at Christmas, a British MP

said today.
Tim Devlin. member of
parliament for the con-

stituency where the family of
one of the hostages lives, said
Indian negotiators passed on
present and cassette record-
ings on Saturday to Paul Wells
and Keith Mangan.

Ctg Nagorik body

forms human
chain

From Btiﬂw

CHITTAGONG. Dec 27:
The Chittagong Nagorik Com-
mittee organised a human-
chain this afternoon from the
Cement-crossing te Baha-
ddarhat in support of its 28-
point charter of demand for
proper development of
Chittagong.

Led by city Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin, the chain was a
part of week-long agitation
programme of the commit-
tee. :

Hundreds of people thr-
onged both the sides of the

road to witness the human
chain.

DU teacher
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handed over to the Detective
Branch police, the senior po-
lice official added.

Nuban Ahmed, a lecturer
of the Department of Eceo-
nomics of the Dhaka Univer-
sity, was found unconscious
near the South Plaza of the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban on De-
cember 17 with grievous in-
juries in the right part of his
head and eye. He succumbed
at the DMCH Tuesday.

“He was so polite and
amiable that | cannet imagine
him doing anything that
could have provoked such a
brutal attack,” said a senior
professor of the department.

The professor. who was
acquainted with Nuban for
more than seven years, said
that the students could not
do such a heinous job. He,
however, al that the at-
tack was a pre-planned one.

"He was fair to his stu-
dents and was bright and
promising both as a student
and a teacher.” said the
chairman of the department.

Promotion

From Page 1
the next tier following our
appeal, our seniority was not
maintained. As a result we
have remained. junior to
those who entered the ser-
vice after us,” another official
said. [

As an example, a senior
bureaucrat said, "An influen-
tial minister is lobbying for
promotion of a joint secre-
tary, who does not even be-
long to any cadre.”
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EBL’'s 14th Branch "
Opens today at

22-23, Station Road
J.B.C. Shopping Centre q
Chittagong
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