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Chinese currency
t0 remain
stable next year

BEIJING, Dec 27. The
Chinese currency will remain
largely stable next year de
spite major changes in the
country's foreign trade poli-
cies, a report said yesterday.
according to AFP.

A signed article in the
overseas edition of the Peo-
ple's Daily dismissed concern
that a significant cut in im-
port tariffs and the cancella-
tion of some import licenses
would have an adverse aflect
on the Chinese yuan.

"The most important fac-
tor determining the ex-
change rate is the relation
between hard currency sup-

y and demand." the article
said, adding that "no big
changes will take place in
this cennection in the near
future.”

The yuan is currently val-
ued at 8.31 to the dollar, up
1.7 per cent from the end of
1994.

The article said China
would continue to pursue a
relatively tight financial and
monetary policy in 1996. so
as o prevent excessive
growth in domestic demand
and the overall economy.

That policy will lay the
foundation for a balance in
hard currency supply and
demand, it ;

At the same time, the ar-
ticle said China's growing
hard currency reserves put
the government in ? strong
position to regulate the sup-
ply and demand of foreign
exchange and stabilise the
domestic currency.

Integrated research
on science,
tech stressed

BUET Vice Chancellor
Prof M Shahjahan empha-
sizéd on integrated research
in the field of science and
technology, 1=rorts UNB.

He was addressing yester-
day the inaugu:-al ceremeny
of a two-day international
seminar on "Fluid Mechanics
Research,” organised by Me-
chanical Engineering De-

artment of BUET
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Engmeering and Technol-

Research works in the
field of Fluid Mechanics
would help BUET in achiev-
ing its duel responsibility —
deviioping capable man-
power and provid neces-

support to both public
an rivate sectors, the
BUET VC said.

The subject has got wide
applications in forecasting
weather, development ol
technologies, and designing
process equipments  and
plants. Prof Shahjahan added.

Presided by Prof MA Ta-
her Ali, the inaugural sessjon
was also addressed by Prof F
Hussain of Houston Univer-
sity. Prof AC Mandal and AKM
Sadrul Islam.

Ten foreign delegates
from USA, Australia, India.
Japan, and iz attended the
seminar where 40 research
papers were piaced by the
experts.
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Speakers at a seminar opine

Fall in food output prime

cause of rice price-hike

Speakers at a seminar
here yesterday attributed the
sharp rise in rice price
mainly to the fall in food pro
dugtion in recent years. re
ports UNB

The actual production fell
so0 much below the trend
value in 1993-94 that it
brought about a sharp rise in
rice price in recent years
they said.

"As the output further fell
in 1994-95 there was further
rise in prices,” Dr AH Shaha-
dat Ullah, a former member
ol the Planning Commission.
told the seminar  at
Bangladesh icultural Re
search Council [BARC) audi-
toriuim.

The Agriculiure Ministry
and the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) jointly or-
ganised the seminar in con-
nection with the World Food

Food and Agriculture Min-
ister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan.
Fisheries and Livestock Min-
ister Abdullah-Al Noman. FAO
representative Dr SS Rekhi,
Food Secretary Abdul Moyeen
Chowdhury, Dr SK Roy. Dr
Atig Rahman and Ahsan Ali
Sarkar also addressed the
seminar chaired by Agricul-
ture Secretary Akhtar Al

The per capita availability
of food has been declining
steadily since 1990-91, rais-
ing question about the policy
environment from the point
of food security in Bangla-
desh.

Dr Shahadat observed
that ‘appropriate policy envi-
roniment,’ the sustainability
question, was rudely brought

to realisation in 1994-95
when a very poor Aman har-
vest was followed by a fertil-
izer crisis and the food out
ut declined by over 1.2 mil-
ion tons

The rice production has in
fact been falling after reach-
ing tts peak in 1992-93, he
said in a paper on "Prospects
and Problems of Food u-
rity in Bangladesh "

Dr Shahadat said food aid
in per capita terms is al
much lower level now than
in 1980s. total food availabil
ity per capita has declined
since 1990-91. public food
stock has reached such low
in recent years that it will be
hard to call it a food security
reserved to meet any emer-

Cy.
Een"f?’ﬂn-d security is at its
lowest level now which can-
not but adversely affect the
state of poverty,” he added.

I[n a poverty ridden coun-
try, he said, food security has
the first and fm;:mnut mean-
ing of ensu or every per-
s‘;gn S0 mu:lltllgﬂ' food as he
requires to lead an active life.

The central problem of
food security is the distribu-
tion of fi among the vari-
ous socio-economic groups,
that is. in the realisation of
the normative standard, he
said.

Food security depends on
both supply and demand
management, but it is first
considered from the point of
supply management, he
added.

Agriculture Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan stressed the
need for  increasing food

production and developing
the supply system to ensure
food for all

Still 85 per cent of the
population of the country are
directly or indirectly depen
dent on agriculture. 38 per
cenl of the GDP comes from
this sector and 31 per cent
of the export earning comes
from agriculture, he said.

This is why, he said, the
overnment has attached
ighest importance to the
agricultural development and
taken various measures for
the development of the sec-
tor

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abduliah-Al Noman
said instead ol depending on
foreign assistance the coun-
try needs a system devel
by itself to solve the food
problem.

"An integrated plan by us-
ing natural resources will
help solve the food problem. ™
he said adding f storage
was nece for a disaster-
prone country like Bangla-
desh

FAO representative Dr SS
Rekhi said FAO places high
priority on food security as it
is a fundamental human right.

The activities which FAO
is carrying out in association
with the national efforts, will
no doubt foster new -
ship and bring fresh inspira-
tion to the struggle for
achieving food security, he
said.

Later, the food minister
inaugurated a two-day food
exhibition al} the BARC pre-
mises.

Prof M Shahjahan, Vice-Chancellor of BUET. delivering his inaugural speech as chief

guest at a two-day international seminar on "Fluid Mechanics Research" organized by

the Department of Mechanical Engineering, BUET at the Council Bhaban of the

university yesterday.

3-day computer
exhibition
begins today
By Staff Correspondent

The Conference and Exhi

bition Management Services |

(CEMS) will hold a three-day
rum?ulfr exhibition at a local
hotel beginning today (Thurs
day)

Twenty-etght private com
puter [irms will participate in

the exhibition titled Comteq |

95 says a press release.

Participating computer
firms are: Ace Computer [n
dustries Ltd Communication
Systems Ltd. Computer and
Office Automation
Lid, Computer Vally. Com

uter Network System [CNS) | |

td, Daffodil Computer,
Dhaka Soft, Electronics and
Computers, Great Oriental
Trading Company, [mpulse
Computer Ld. Infinity Tech-
nology Int. Ltd, International
Office Machines Ltd, Limo
Electronics Ind. Massive
Computers, New Star Elec-
tronics, Nexas Computer,
Pacific Associates Ltd, Pacific
Bangladesh Telecom Ltd Pa-
triot Elecnologies Ltd, PC
Bazar, Projukti International
Ltd, Siemens, Super Nova,
Technics, Tel Asia Ltd, Tet-
teriod (Ban esh) Ltd. The
Superior Electronics and
Urmi Trading Corporation
(Fvt) Lid.

Wages of
comrades
below Rs 2000

CALCUTTA, Dec 27: The
wages of whole-time com-
rades in the CPI-M including
Jyuoti Basu, were below Rs
2000 and there was no pro
vision of pocket allowance in
tle party, the CPI-M state
committee secretary, Sailen
Dasgupta said yesterday, re-
ports PTIL

Contesting a report pub-
lished in a leading English
daily entitled 'monthly al-
lowance of full-timers raised,
Dasgupta said, the item was
‘motivated and part of a de-
liberate vilification and disin-
lormation campaign to deni-
grate our party.”

Issues of whole-timers’

wages were not discussed in
the state CPI-M. He said, the
guestion of raising it did not
arise. We have not issued any
instruction to raise wages lor

Lthe party district level
whole-timers from Rs 1.500
to Rs 3000.

New chief of
BCIC

In accordance with notifi-
cation of the Ministry of In-
dustries. Dr. Azizur Rahman.
Director (Production & Re-
search) of Bangladesh Chem-
ical [ndustries Corporation
(BCIC). has. in addition to his
own responsibilities, taken
over as Chairman (current
charge) of BCIC with effect
from December 26 , says a
press release.

He has succeeded AIM

System | |
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usain Khan, Chairman,
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

rd of Directors of Eastern Bank

inaugurating the bank's 12th branch &t Chawk Mughultuly in the city on Tuesday AIM
Iftikar Rahman, Managing Director and M Hedayetul Islam, Executive Vice President,

are nlso seen.

Low flow of Ganges water
affects G-K Project

KUSHTIA, Dec 27: The
Ganges-Kobadak project. the
biggest irrigation project of
the country, is going to meet
the same fate this year, as in
the past several years, due to
the unprecedented low flow
of Ganges water from upper
riparian, reports UNB.

The project was estab-
lished aiming at increasing
agriculture production but is
facing water crisis again
much ahead of the dry sea-
son Lhis year.

The mouth of intake
channel which feed three
main pumps and 12 sub-
sidiary pumps for the irriga-
tion of 3.50 lakh acres of land
in Kushtia, Chuadanga,

Jhenidah. Magura and Jes- f

sore districts has been silted
up.

As a result, the project
authority has been forced to
undertake dredging work
much ahead of the time at an
expenditure of Tk one lakh
per day for maintaining the
water flow in the main pump
house, The pump house is
situated at Hardinge Bridge
point, only 3000 feet away
from the main river Ganges.

Lowest flow of the Ganges
water was recorded 15,000
cusecs in February, this year.

Water and soil experis
said that low flow of water,
owning to unilateral with-
drawal of waters at Farakka
Barrage, has increased soil
salinity by 40 per cent in 21
districts of the country.

They also apprehended
more than 1.20 crore acres
of cultivable land in the af-
fected districts may turn into
an arid land. This phe-
nomenon has been increas-
ingly lowering the moisture
content of soil. Experts
termed it a sure sign of de-

sertification which has al-
ready been started in the said
21 districts.

The reduction of moisture
in the soil is hampering the
rabl crops production in
greater Rajshahi. Pabna.
Kushtia. Faridpur and Jessore
districts. they said.

"Hence the rise of surface
water salinity and soil intru-
sion salinity owing to unilat-
eral withdrawal ol water of
the river Ganges by India will
force us to change the usual
cropping pattern in those af-
lected districts for our sur-
vival." they added.

With the rapid reduction
of water level, innumerable

shoals have emerged in the
mid river Ganges. causing
hindrance to the ferry ser-
vices at Bheramara-Paksey
route.

Emergence of innumer-
able chars in the mid-river
indicates that huge quantity
of water has been diverted in
the upper reaches, much
ahead of dry season by India,
causing dislocation of ferry
services on various other
routes.

Bheramara-Paksey [erry
ghat is being shifted fre-
quently to keep the service
smooth and dredging work
requires every year involving
additional expenditures.

Less demand marks tea
_auction in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Dec 27
The wnciglly tea auction heid
here on Tuesday where de-
mand was quite less and as
the sale progressed the buy-
ers tended to be selective
whereby a fair weight of
plainer varieties remained
unsold owing to lack of ade-
quate bids, reports UNB.

Export buyers icularly
Poland was holding lower
limits and as a result, lagers
brokens suffered a decline in
price, market sources said.

Internal buyers initially
lent good support but as the
sale progressed, demand
weakened resulting in lower
rates and fair withdrawals,
the sources added.

CTC: Bold and larger bro-
kens met with only a fair
demand at easier rates de-
clining by Tk 1 to 1.50 over
last with some withdrawals.

Medium brokens were
also similarly easier whilst
small brokens were generally
steadv but with the progress
of sale eased by upto Taka 1-

2 per: kg. Popular varieties
were generally a firm market
wilh prices ranging between
Taka 53 and 55.60

CTC FUNNINGS: Funiungs
opened on a firm market
especially the brighter
liquoring types, but eased
with the progress of sale by
upto Taka 1-2 with fair
withdrawals. Popular types
were steady to slightly easier
olten declining upto Taka 1.
Prices ranged between Taka
53 and 58.30.

GREEN TEA: Some 30 ch-
ests on offer were sold at
lower rates. YH fetched Taka
44 50 per kg.

CTC DUST: A total of
2.163 chests, 10 bags and
547 gunny sacks on oifer
continued to meet with a
strong demand. Well made
and good liquoring RD/PD
were well competed for and
were mostly dearer whilst all
others were generally firm.
Internal buyers continued to

lend useful support.
Nazmul Alam who went on .
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Jalalabad Gas Transmission & | | Production process of new

. : i) preparatory to
« ) ) Dmn svsm leltw msh . Q retirement) from Tuesday. Mllltary Eﬂglneel' SENICES
/), uk in ugurated Bangladesh Navy
== (ACompany of Petrobangla) L o | Tk 126.8m AKF e
as Banglades smoke by new Mishuk is neg- N t f T d
athantuiy, S}‘lhEt (ABL), an enterprise of Bang- ligible, and it can play a vital g[‘aﬂt f(}]" BRAC o Ice o en etr
Ref. No. JG/13692901 Dt. 29-08-1402 BS/13-12-95 Eng ladesh Steel and Enﬁine&ring role in Emti:cttng environ- 3 -
1% T, AT AT I Corporation {(BSEC) has desi-  ment of the country. _ The Aga Khan Foun D&E’“‘ I Annex-'A' to
4 ned more powerful 125cc The press release said, disbursed Tk. 2-95*?10' untri? DW & CE (Navy) Lalasharai Nabik
47 AT 51" ey our stroke engine of assem- 65 per cent local spare-parts | BRAC, in collaboration I Colony, Mirpur-14, Dhaka-1206
. . bled "Mishuk". State Minis- were used in esignin the Canadian Internationa 2 :
B (CIDA) Letter No 605/BN/2/135/E-6
COm um Notlce tor [of Indiistries Lutlfor Baki«  wagitie of the: Misivk. Development Agency (CIDA).
man Khan Tuesday formally The minister directed the 'i'gg i"t% ”ﬁ{“ﬁl ﬁauoaugm? Dated : 19 Dec 1995
in the Tender Nolice for "officers' quarters construction, Shahji Lﬁgg{ﬂ!i{:ﬂ “{’:iﬁfll‘“’;{ EL J:g.l; i‘;‘;;,‘;"'ff_?’ Eﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁi—_ says a press release. | . Applications are hereby invited by DW & CE (Navy) ILalasharai Nabik Culnn}r,thrpur-H
L release. duced at large scale aiming at | donors, supports BRAC's ru- SN Description of works Approximate cost (In Lakh)
ft)" vide this company Ref No. JG/13692901, dated 28-11-95, the ABL authority informed protecting environment. ral development activity, un- g . . N 32 00
amended time Hmmmﬂmamm will be 8th January the State Minister that the In the light of free mar- der which it provides func- | . Construction of three storied SM BK for 16 Sailors S :
. ’ newly designed Mishuk is ket economy, we have to | tional education, leadership with CH/DH, ground floor open with Guard room at Chanua,
Other terms & conditions will remain unchanged. cost is comparatively lower.  at a low cost for our success- | generation activities and 5 Construction of Office room over existing 15 Bay Utility 33.50
02231 The new Mishuk consumes ful existence, the minister credit to the poorest in rural . ; Chi
P X fuel comparatively low and as  said areas of Bangladesh. BRAC Vehicle Garage at BNS Issa Khan, Chittagong.
[ : x ' i : ’ ' 140,00
ol a result owner, driver and BSEC Chairman AFMS |also provides non-formal 3. Construction of 2 x 10 Married MCPO''CPO's Qur (5 storied)
: passenger would be benefi- Zaman and Managing Direc- | pPrimary Ed]]imauﬂ%ﬂt; RIS at Nabik Colony No 2, Chittagong.
By T ————————— | T : tor of ABL Ashraful Haque [ than 1 milion canicren 1:11 4. Construction of houndary wall on the western side of TS 4.17
G : f the P le' | [t was also informed the were present on the occa- | about 35.000 one-roome . , ,
avernment 0 t e eop e s | | State Minister that outflow of  sion. schools. Tigﬂl‘!}ﬂbﬂ__ Chll_TdEﬂnE-. o 7 44
1 ' | |- 5. Construction of Dyke in order to fill earth to H]U_ acres of .
Hepl.lbhc Of BangladeSh ‘ """"" Naval land at Dangercher Mouza through dredging from
; : : ety B LaRE et s R Kornafuli river, Chittagong.
Office of the Supermt%rfdlng Engineer (R&H) | 6. Supply of 36 Nos Steel rack (Pigeen hole) and 87 Nos steel 20.25
| Dhaka Road Circle, Dhaka | rack (Open) for Chanies store No 3, Chittagong. o
| . 3 H 3 ; 4 {
| T d c H d N - i | el 00 SR o g @ o HE . 7. Installation of 18 Nos Halogen Lamp to existing 9 Nos :
| en er orﬂgen um Otlce | Security light post adjacent to South side boundary wall at
| : - : , BNS Ulka, Chittagong.
| [t is hereby notified for information of all concerned that the : : : ;
| undermentioned corrigenda have been inserted in the Tender | 8. Cnnstructrmln of PCC road in front ﬂ.f Gun room admin hl;:.:. 41.56
| Notice for construction of pre-stressed concrete girder bridge (2nd SM BK, 'C’ type Qtr, EES Sub-Station & from "“_"dﬂmy g
Dhaleswari i%:1ge) on bored pile foundation at 18th KM of to Mosque and North side of Sentry post to b’f_k side of ward
Dhaka-Khulna Road under Munshiganj Road Division invited | room and widening of road by 3 metre & casting of PCC on
| through Tend<r Notice No-2/DRC yr 1995-96 earlier vide Dhaka | the road from hardstanding of 'E' type Qtr to Gymnasium at
| 1)  Last date of selling tender: 15.1.1996 up to office hours | 9. Construction of 2nd & 3rd floor over existing newly 131.45
| instead of 30.12.1995. I | g R il s constructed st floor bldg. No 200 at BNS Patenga Hospital,
| pi) Lastdateuf receiving tender: Up to 12.30 PM of 16.1.1996 | 10. Construction of Security wall B'-0" high with 4'-0" barbed 10.00
instead of 31.12.1995. | wire fence on top (300 M long) along the boundary towards
| Date of opening tender: 22.1.1996 at 1.00 PM instead of North at BNS Bhatiary
7.1.1996. | . :
| . oo e =z 1. Provision of 44 Nos light post, 88 Nos 1000 watt Halogen 27 86
HEEICIH m,rnﬂwlm&m:m n{ﬂ'teafﬂresa;q invited | Lamp incl installation of 1x250 KVA Transformer at BNS
tender will remain valid as usual. This corrigendum notice shall | ;
| be treated as integral part of the above tender and should be et B e . Bhatiary boundary area.
| attached with ‘the tender. Otherwise tender will be treated as | F H Abed, Executive Director of BRAC, receiving a cheque for Tk 29,670,000 from RMH Md Mahbubur Rahman
can celled. Hirj., Chairman, Aga Khan Foundation (Bangladesh). Also seen in the picture are EPRING VIO XEN
| DF>-32375-26/12 Superintending Engineer (R&H) Mutarak Ali, Member, National Committee and Dr Amir Ali, CEO of AKF (B). The grant | DFP-S;I‘;.-:;IHH - SO-11(Works)
G-1970 Dhaka Road Circle, Dhaka. Péfnh:fn made in collaboration with the Canadian International Development Agency by For DW & CE (Navy) Dhaka




