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.ocal manufacturers claim

Tk 1500 cr Indian sarees
smuggled every year

Bangladeshi saree manu-
facturers have claimed that
over six crore pieces of In
dian sarees worth Tk 1.500
crore are being smuggled an-
nually. posing a serious threat
to the domestic industry, re
ports LINB

"Ninety per cent of weav
ing units. printing factories
and enterprises engaged in
the business of local sarees
are on the verge of closure.”
M Kaikobad Bhuiyan. con-
venor of Bangladesh Bas-
trashilpa Sangram Parishad,
an action committee of saree
manufacturers. said yester-

Addressing a press con
ference at a local hotel. he
urged the government to re-
alise an 11-point charter of
demand to save the saree in-
dusiry.

Bhuiyan said the govern-
mment has failed to protect

the domestic saree industry
by stopping the smuggling of
Indian sarees, which is the
main obstacle to the flour-
ishment of local textile in-
dustry

"Smuggling Is more
harmful to the economy than
hartals.® he said, urging the
government to take effective
measures to check smuggiing
in all the entry points and
seize smuggled sarees from
the local markets.

Although Bangladeshi
manufacturers offer quality
sarees, they cannot compete
with the smuggled ones be-
cause of high production cost
at home. Bhuiyan said.

The Parishad Ileader
blamed high duties and taxes
on imported raw materials of
saree — cotton, yarn, dye and
various chemicals — for the
higher production cost of the
local sarees.

He demanded duty-free
jmport of raw materials used
in saree industry as well as
textile dying and finishing
machinary and urged the
government not to impose
value added tax (VAT) on the
industry.

Citing the free market
economy as another factor
behind the dismal situation
in the industry, Bhuiyan also
demanded that itmport of
grey fabrics be stopped im-
umdillel?.

The Parishad's other de-
mands include reduction of
tariff of some utilities like
gas, water and electricity,
announcement of new import
policy protecting the textile

industry, inclusion of busi-
ness representatives in anti-
smuggling task force and
lowering bank interest rate
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By Staff Correspondent

President of the Bangla-
desh Garments Manufactu-
rers and Exporters Asso-
ciation [(BGMEA) Redwan
Ahmed in a statement yes-
terday appealed to all con-
cerned Lo keep all activities
of garment sector including
production and transporta-
tion of goods to Chittagong
port out of the purview. of
hartal, siege and demon-
stration.

The coming few days are
very crucial for the garments
sector because the deadline
- for US and Canada quota year
is December 31, he said.

Jubo Dal leader
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dul Malek of 225, East Ram-
pura, came out of his resi-
dence. Doctors declared him
dead when he was rushed to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Expressing deep concern
at the 10-day agitation pro-

gramme, Redwan Ahmed
feared that if the export pro-
cess is disrupted, it woyld
lead to cancellation of export
orders and closure of a large
number of factories.

"At a time when hectic
work is going on in the gar-
ments sector to tide over the
loss sustained earlier due to
hartals and siege, the 10-day
agitation programme will
spell a disaster for this sec-
tor and will deal a severe

blow to the economy of the |

country,” he said.

Diana
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"l think you have to be
careful about the word am-

bassador,” the foreign secre-
tary told BBC Radio 4's To-

day programme.

| today
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Opens today at

22/B, Sonargaon Road
Hatir Pool

Dhaka-1205

éiEBL Eastern Bank Limited

A New Horizon in Banking
Head Office
Jiban Bima Bhaban, 10, Dikusha Commercial Area, Dhaka

DU teacher
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university.

Nuban Ahmed was admit-
ted to the DMCH on Decem-
ber 17 with severe injuries in
the right eye and head after
some muggers stabbed him
when he cried for help near
the South Plaza of the
Sangsad Bhaban in the city.

Vice Chancellor (VC) Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed, pro-VC
Shahiduddin Chowdhury and
a number of teachers and
students visited the hospital
immediately after receiving
the death news of Nuban

Ahmed.

The Namaj-e-Janaja of
Nuban Ahmed will be held
after the Johr prayers
at the Dhaka University cen-

tral mosque.

‘Abdul Haq
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travel bags.

The programme started
with hoisting the black flag
and red flag at around 10:30
am.

Vice Chancellor of the DU
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed,
former VC Muniruzzaman,
leaders of different left polit-
ical parties including Work-
ers Party leader Rashed Khan
Menon, leaders of trade
unions, socio-cultural organi-
sations and professional
groups, teachers and journal-
ists and some BNP leaders
including Tariqul Islam paid
their last tribute to late Abdul
Hagq.

Mehdi Anwar his only son
and younger brother Ekramul
Haq were also present.

The programme at the
TSC ended with the 'commu-
nist international' (the song
of the communist)] and a
‘revolutionary salute’ and the
body was taken in a
decorated open truck on its
last journey to the Mirpur
Shaheed Buddhijibi Grave-
yard at around 3:30 pm.

Earlier, his Namaj-e-
Janaja was held at the central
mosque of the Dhaka Univer-
sity.

The body of Abdul Haq was
taken to the Mirpur grave-
yard in a long funeral proces-
sion from the TSC. The body
was buried with due religious
rites.

el

Members of the Dhaka Autorickshaw Drivers’ Unity dismantling the dais erected
by the Babi-taxi Labourers’ Union at the Purana Paltan crossing in the city yester-

day.

Autorickshawmen
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yesterday fearing attack by
the autorickshaw drivers dis-

rupting communications

Some 96 drivers and own-
ers were arrested in the city
yesterday on charge of un-
leashing violence and ob-
structing traffic.

UNB news agency said the
autorickshaw drivers and
owners have called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in the city to-
day to protest police action
on them.

The autorickshaw drivers
went on an undeclared strike
and rampage in the city
Monday protesting seizure of
the autorickshaws and au-
totempos plying without valid

A dﬂvtn.f of a Dhaka Uni-
versity bus was stabbed by
picketing autorickshaw
drivers at Sharulia, under
Demra thana while carrying
students to the university.

At Jatrabari they also
clashed with truck workers
while trying to damage some
parked trucks there.

Witnesses said hundreds
of autorickshaw drivers
welding sticks brought out
militant processions in the
city also in the evening.

A group of unruly drivers
snatched a wireless set from
an NSI field officer from Mal-
ibagh at about 10:45 am, wit-
nesses said. Police could not
confirm it.

They set fire to an auto-
rickshaw in the evening at
Kakrail crossing.

Meanwhile, the autorick-
shaw drivers' union was split
into two groups and one ac-
cused the other of conspiring
against the realisation ol
their demand.

Azizul Haque Mukto, a
leader of the Dhaka Autorick-

shaw Sramik Union was

severely beaten up by another
group of drivers who alleged

that his union was
collaborating with the
government to foil the

present movement.

The newly formed group
of the autorickshaw drivers
was holding a rally in front of
the Jatiya Press Club at about
3 pm. At the same time the
Dhaka Autorickshaw Sramik
Union led by Mukto was
holding its rally at Purana
Paltan.

At one point activists of
one group attacked the Pal-
tan rally and beat up Mukto
whn was later admitted to
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and Publisher of the Dainik
Inquilab, Chowdhury Mo-
hammad Faruque, Editor,
Printer and Publisher of
Dainik Millat, Mizanur Rah-
man Mizan, -Editor, Printer
and Publisher of Dainik.
Khabar, Abul Quashem Ma-
jumder, Secretary General,
BSP and Editor, Printer and
Publisher of Dainik
Samachar, and DP Barua,
Managing Director and Chief.
Editor, Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS), have been
made .members of the Wage
Board to represent the em-
ployers of newspapers and

Editor. Dainik Bangla, Syed
Mahmud, News Editor, BSS,
Fazle Imam, Senior Vice-
President, and Bazlur Rah-
man Milon,. Secretary Gen-
eral of the Bangladesh Sang-
badpatra Press Sramik Fed-
eration, Jahangir Kabir, and

President and Secretary

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Karmachari Federation will

Alhaj Mir Mozammel Hossain,
General respectively of the -

Wage Board formed

ment and private organisa-
tions, objective condition of
newspapers and news agen-
cies in different parts of the
country and other relevant
matters.

The Board can also rec-

ommend fiscal benefits for
‘time work' and 'piece work'.
It will submit* specific
recommendations to the gov-
ernment for giving dearness
allowance for interim period
for the journalists and other
employees of the newspapers
and news agencies. The
Dearness Allowance will be
merged with recommended
and allowances in fu-

tions to the government
within the next six months.

decided to hold a jdnt nl]y‘
of the journalists, press
workers and employees of
newspapers and news
cles in the Jatiya Press

premise today at 11 am to

— Star photo

2 JU students killed
in road accident

By JU Correspondent .

Three persons including
two students of Jahangirna-
gar University (JU] were
killed and ten others injured,
three of them seriously, wh-

en a Dhaka-bound passcnger
bus collided with a truck on
the Dhaka-Chittagong high-
way early yesterday.

Shah Ahmed Khalil Moon,
a third year student of the
English Department and an-
other unidentified person
died on the spot when the
bus of S Alam Transport
Company hit a road-side
electric pole following a col-
lision with a speeding truck.

Ruhul Amin Shishir, an-
other student of the same
department expired on way
to Gazaria thana health com-
plex soon after the accident

The mishap took place on
the Meghna-Gomti bridge at
Daudkandi when the bus
from Cox's Bazar tried to
overtake a truck at around
3:30 am.

Moon and Shishir were
the only sons of their par
ents.

Of the injured three stu-
dents of the English Depart-
ment of JU Nurul Momen

Khan, Abdullah-Al-Faruq, and
Shamsuddoha Rony — were
admitted to Suhrawardy Hos-
pital in a critical condition.

Seven other injured pas-
sengers were released after
first aid at Gazaria thana
health complex and the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

After the post-mortem ex-
aminations at DMCH, the
bodies of Moon and Shishir
were taken to their resi-
dences at Mirpur in the city.

The body of Moon was
buried at the Martyred Intel-
lectuals’ Graveyard at Mirpur
while Shishir's body was sent
to Singair, Manikganj for

Transport strike
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Munshi Abdul Majeed, told
The Daily Star last night that
it wonld hand over a memo-
randum to the Prime Minis-
ter Loday to press for imple-

menting the agreement
signed in 1992,

[le agreement includes
issuance of a number of li-
censes in different-categories
to the autorickshaw drivers.
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The Midnight File

Assoc formed

KATHMANDU, Dec 26: Economists from South Asian
nations today formed a South Asian Association for Re-

gional
“The

(SAARC) Economic Association (SEA).
of the association is to formulate the study

and analysis of the issues concerned with economic coop-
eration in the SAARC region in order to encourage effec-

tive linkage the

among
SAARC secretariat official said.

From Page 1
from the region met each
others was in the SAARC
football championships in
Colombo early this year when
the Indians clinched the
thriller against the run of

.. play in tie-breakers. Their

last match-up in the SAF

contributions to the cultural
arena were really praisewor-
thy and his death was a great
loss to the nation.

In a similar message

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia y also
expressed her profound

shock and sorrow at the
premature death of Chunnu.

The Prime Minister
prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul and expressed
her heart-felt sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman, Informa-
tion and Commerce Minister
M Shamsul Islam and State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Prof Jahan Ara Begum in sep-
arate messages also condoled

the death of Chunnu.

in the region,”
AFP.

Fightforaoccergold

played three matches in five
days. There is a limit to how
much workioad a player can
take and my over-worked
players are very tired.”

Plister,
complaining about the organ-
isers from the very first day,
only stopped short of accus-
ing the hosts of
the schedule for the local
team's benefit.

The usually jovial German
also complained about the
bizarre wisdom" of holding
the final at 1 pm under the

" B Total

Country G S
India 105 60 19 184
Sri Lanka 16 25 52 93
Pakistan 10 33 36 79
Bangladesh 7 16 35 58
Nepal 4 B8 16 28
Bhutan 0o 0 2 2
Maldives 0 0 1 1
Total 142 142161 445
Deportees
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fourth batch. They identified
themselves as residents of
Teknaf.

Some of the returnees also

in Saudi Arabia, for alleged
non-cooperation with the
Bangladeshi expatriates. §

Nurul Islam said, "we
wrote to the about
our sufferings in Saudi jail
but no response was re-
ceived.”

The returnees also alleged
that they had faced food and
accommodation crisis on
board the vessel during their
16 days' journey.

They paid 100 riyals each
but were herded together.
The voyage was also risky
because the ship was old,
they claimed.
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