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SPORTS TALK

| Was

” Imran Khan

(Pakistani cricket legend)
"For me the one-bouncer-
without
doubt one of the most brain-

per-over rule (s

less pieces of legislation

passed by the ICC. Apart from
protecting inco tent and

gutless batsman. I'm not sure
what it (s supposed to
achieve.”

DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

T Games “'.IF Lumnmnwr
Games is the sports festival of tht
Commonwealth countries. Held at
an interval ol four years, only in
between the Olympic years, the
Cwealth Games began in 1930
and for the first time were held
at Hamilton, Canada.

The participants are those
countries which were formerly a
part of the British Empire and, as
independent countries, are now
members of an international

iping called Commonwealth of

ations

Only eleven countries took

t in the Hamilton Games.

oday about fifty nations vie for
Commonwealth honours.

Bangladesh's first gold in the
Games was won tA:L’ahﬂmrru
Atiqur Rahman and us Satter
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MELBOURNE,
Dec 26. Sri Lan
a,. jubilant after
frmg cleared of
all-tampering,
2 aced further co-

Hrtwrrm. on Tuesday when

off-spinner Muttiah
Murallaharan s bowling action
ruled illegal on the
opening day of the second
Test, reports Reuter
Muralidharan. whose ac-
ueried tn the
)alled seven

pa st
Aus-

WasE no-

the
mandin
the
Ground.
But Muralidharan struck
back in dramatic fashion late
in the day with a wicket in
his 17th over when he
bowled Mark Waugh, who
played on when at l:l‘ll]aunl
to cut, _with his score on
Those incidents overshad-
owed a t resolute and

home side built a com
first innings total at
elbourne Cricket

unbeaten 93 by number three

BOON... 93 n.o.

batsman David Boon. his
highest first-class score of
the season, as Ausiralia
reached 234 for three at
close of play.

Patrick Keane of the Aus-
tralian cricket board said In-
ternational Cricket Council
(ICC) match referee Graham
had confirmed the
umpire no-balled Muralidha-
ran for th

The umpires ﬂ"ﬂ:l file a re-
port on the day's events to
the ICC, Keane naid adding
that Dowling would not make

a statement at close of play
un Tuesday.

Boon's place in the side

was under threal after several
failures during Australia's
series win over Pakistan and
thie first Test against Sri
Lanka two weeks ago. He hit
ten boundaries in a sedate
innings lasting 338 minutes
and 263 balls

Steve Waugh, recalled to
the side after recovering
from a groin injury, was the
other not out batsman on
two

Muralidharan was no-
halled for the first time in
the fourth over 6f his spell
when his fourth and sixth de.
liveries were ruled tllegal by
Hatr. who spoke at length to
the bowler

The 23-year-old spinner
has never laced the bizarre
situation in 58 ous first-

class appearances including
22 Tests.

Muralidharan agptarﬂi
upset at the end of his first
spell as he walked 10 his
ﬂe}diﬁ'pualtmn.

r cricket regulations,
a bowler is deem to have
thrown the ball if there is a
partial or complete strength-
ening of the arm in the ac-
tion of releasing the ball from
the hand.

Muralidharan, whn was
taken ofl by his captlain Ar-

juna Ranatunga alter a spell of
six overs during the after-

noon session back in style
when he returned five overs
later. New Zealand umpire
Steve Dunne did not call any
of his deliveries in his re-
maining eight overs in the

Muralidharan. who fin-
ished with figures of one for
58 from 18 overs, played in

his side's crushi innings
defeat Australia in the first
Test in two weeks

The Sri Lankans entered
the second Test in buoyant
spirits after the ICC on Mon-
day cleared them of ball-tam-
ptnn% in the ﬂrnl test. They
were found gu

of alteri the ::und ition o
the ball urin Australia's
first inni

ICC chief cxccut]v: David

Richards on Monday released
a statement which also criti-
cised match umpires for not
replacing the ball they be-
lieved it had been tampered
with. It also expressed their
sincere regrets to the Sri
Lankan board and their play-
ers.

Ranatunga won the toss
ansd sent Australia into bat but
his bold gamble failed as
Boon returned to form to the
delight of a holiday crowd of
55,239.

S5ri Lanka removed Aus-
tralian captain and opener
Mark Taylor lor seven before
lunch and his fellow opener
Michael Slater for 62 during
the afterngpn session

Taylor was bowled e
bowler Pramaodya ‘?ciﬁ
masinghe with the total on
l4, the first time the left-
hander has been dismissed
for less than 40 in Test or
limited-overs matches in
Australia this season.

Slater skied an attempted
hook to Wickremasi e on
the fine boundary off
a short delivery from
Chaminda Vaas.

Scoreboard on the -
ing day of the second Test
between Australia and Sri
Lanka at the Melbourne

Cricket Ground Tuesday.

AUSTRALIA: First innings
Stater ¢ Wickremasinghe b Vaas

®
Iﬁ:'

MURALIDHARAN

Taylor b Wickremasinghe 7
Boon not out
M Waugh b Muralidharan 6
S Waugh not oul ) 2
Extras. (ib4, w2, nb3) 9
Total (3 wkts, 90 overs) 234
Fall of wkts: 1-14; 2-116;
3-219 - -
mcmasinghr22 1
Vaas 1
Hathurusinghe 5 0
Gurusinha 2 0
Muralldharan 18
Silva 18
De Silva 3
To bat: Ponting.
Reiffel, Warne, Mc
McGrath, Kasprowicz.

1
0
0
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Weah puts on golden boot

PARIS, Dec 26:
Africa may not
have won the
World Cup yet
but the crow-
ning ol Liberian
George Weah on Monday as
the besl player in Europe was
the surest sign yet of the
rising power of the African
continent in world soccer,
reports Reuter.

Weah the 29- year-nld
striker AC, won the presti-

ious Golden Ball Award in
the first year the 40-year-old
annual poll has been open to
non-Europeans.

Weah received 144 votes
to beat Gesmany's Juergen
Klinsmann of Bayern Munich

. (108) and Finn Jari Litmanen

Tonya's niystery
honeymoon!

WASHINGTON, Dec 26
Don't ask where disgraced '
Olympic skater Tonya Hard-

:ﬁ: is honeymooning, reports

"Do you think I'm stupid?”
the skater responded when

asked where she and new
hubb

day.

?—Iarding beoted for life
from figure-skating competi-
tion for her role in a knee-
slamming attack on colleague
Nancy Kerrigan, was married
Safurday aboard a ht on a
river in Portland, Oregon.

[t was the fourth marriage

for Smith, a 29-year-old ma-

Michael Smith would
their post-nuptial hol-

chinist. "I'm very happy, and |

I hope to keep it that way,"
Harcﬁflg said.

China to soup

up boxing

BEIJING, Dec 26: China
plans tc hire foreign boxing
coaches and sparring part-
ners and send their rs
abroad for training next year
to boost their standards, a
sports official said today. re-
ports Reuter.

The boxing centre under
the cabinet's State Sports
Commission plans to hire
coaches from Cuba, Russia
and Europe, along with spar-
ring partpers from Cuba,
centre official Liang Iinnlnng
said.

"It will be long term and |
starting next &

systematic
year,” Li said. ,

China banned boxing in
1959 after the death of a
boxer in national games, say-
ing the sport was
"uncivilised" and too danger-
ous.

The ban was lifted in
1986, but the standard of
Chinese hnxinE lags far be-
hind many other sports, in
which Chinese competitors
are world class,

- Boxing is still frowned
upon here, although China
has about 1,000 amateur box-

i &5,

of Ajax Amsterdam (67).

e poll, organised by the
French soccer weekly France

Football, is the longest-

. standing and most highly re-

Ied annual \;::cte in soccer.

‘I'm wvery happy.” said
Weah, after his tro-
phy. "It's a question of African

ide. I'm delighted to be the
irst African to win this

An AFP file
international George Weah celebrating after scoring a
goal. Weah 29, was declared winner of the prestigious
European Golden Boot (Ballon d'Or) award on Dec 25.

Wn:ah who moved from
Paris St Germain to AC Milan
during the summer, is actu-
ally the second African player
to take the award as the
Mozambique-born Eusebio
won the title in 1965 as a
Portuguese national.

That Weah should capture
the first open title, despite
flerce competition from the
best players of Europe or
South America, the tradi-
tional cornerstones of the
sport, was a tribute both to
the man himself and to
Africa.

Weah has almost an over-
abundance of the natural
African gifts of skill, elegance
and hysical power, combin-

em in a rich cocktail
which makes him one of the
world's most exciting plag':ra

African players ave
steadily becn maiting their
mark in Europe's top leagues,
notably in France but also in
England, Germany, Belgium,
Netherlands, Spain and Por-
tugal.

The of

scoring feats

hntu lhm‘rm; AC Milan's Liberian

Ghana's Anthony Yeboah have
charmed German and
English fans, Nantes won the
French title last season with
Ehad s Japhet N'Ooram

nﬁ the strings and Nige-
nan inidi George helped
Ajax Amsterdam tu the Euro-
pean Cup.

It&ljl’. where the cream of
world talent whips up soccer
passions, was the last bastion
to fall but Torina's signing of
Ghanaian Abdi Pele. three
times African-player-of-the-
year, last year marked the
turning point.

Milan, realising a reputa-
tlon as the world's greatest

b was at risk unless some
rican power was harnessed,

turned to the best on offer —
George Weah,

eah has slotted into the
Italian game with great
aplomb, winning over team-
mates, fans and the media
with his skill and dedication
on the field and his humility

off it.
In seven years in French
soccer, first with Monaco,

then with PSG, he was uni-
vtl'!-&l]}l’ known as "Mister
George” because of his
t;cntlcmanl},r behaviour and

A devout Muslim, Weah is
also devoted to his home
country where he is fre-
quently to be mobbed by
adoring crowds. He helped
his country to qualify for thl:
first time for the African Na-
tions' Cup finals, taking place
in South Alrica next month,

Weah may be a jet-setter,

ding a lot of time in the
nited States where he has a
house and a restaurant busi-
ness, but his heart is in Africa
and he never forgets his
humble origins, playing
street football with friends in
Monrovia.

"I could never forget for a
single day that 1 am an
African.” he once said. "When
1 finish my career 1 will %ﬂ
back to Liberia. If 1 have to
die, [ want it to be in Africa.”

His last team will be not
be AC Milan but the little-
known Junior Professional,
the club he owns in Liberia.

Ironically, Weah wins the
greatest award of his career
after a year in which his goal
tally has been relatively mod-

est. He has scored only seven
times this year in the h
and Italian | es, six since
joining Milan, tho he net-
ted another four in European
competition and three In
domestic cups. '

TOP G
Following am top ten

footballers in European club

and nationality are in brack-
ets:

1. George Weah (AC Milan/_beria) 144 ponis
2. Juergen Kineman: (Bayem Munich/Gemmany) 8
3. Jar Limanen (Ajx Amsterdam/Fintand) o

4. Messandro del Piero |JuveniusMaly) ¥
5 Pawch Kuven (Amx Amsterdam/Metheriands) 47
8 Geaanfranco Zola (Parma/faly) #
7. Paclo Maidini (AC Milar/Maly) =

B Marc Overmars (Amx Amsieriam/Nethsriards )33
8 Malthms Samme: [Borussa

Loamund/Gemmany | |
10 Michaed Laudrig |Feal Madnd/Uenmarn | [

|

?
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S port —
Muralidharan at centre of controversy [

Old Boon on way back

Hupbrt Murdech, lhu Australian mvdm magnate waves with his index finger bandaged prior to the start of the 51st
Sydney to Hobart yacht race on Dec 26. The 64-year old Murdoch, a regular competitor of the race, required plastic
surgery after his finger was crushed in a boating accident on Thursday

Windies willow
brings some
solace

BRISBANE. Australia, Dec
26: A quickfire 77 off 88 balls

Jimm Adams and Roger
H};rpcr saved West Indies in
their one-day match against
Queensland at the Brisbane
Gabba today, reports AFP.

The tourists, str ing to
shore up their problem bat-
ting, floundered to 121 for
six ore Ha and Adams
pushed the total to 206 for
eight off their 50 overs in the
day-night match.

,FL seventh wicket stand
between Adams (28 from 36
balls) and Hagxr (46 not out
off 51} hel estore some

ride after thrtc losses to Sri
ka and Australia in the
World Series Cup competi-
tion, which resumes on new
year's day in Sydney.

Harper hit Queensland
captain Stuart Law for six off
the last ball to end a magnifi-
cent knock.

None uf the tﬂg order
batsmen pa ut cap-
tain Hichlt Richardnnn
showed some signs of a re-
turn to form with an enter-
prising 37.

Swing bowler Adam Dale
took the first three wickets
to fall in an unchanged 10-
over spell. finishing with 3-
31.

West Indies rested wick-
etkeeper Courtney Browne
while pacemen lan Bishiop
(groin) and Anderson Cum-
mins (back) were also left

 out

Queensland needed to
score at 4.14 runs an over to
beat the West Indians under

| Hghts.

' A helping hand

L
to a champion
[ ]
in need

SAN JUAN, Dec 26: This
week, Gov Pedro Rossello
signed into a law a benefits
package for local boxers,
which would pay Benitez 600
dollars a month for life, re-
ports AP.

"It was the least we could
do. Here's a man who put
Puerto Rico on the map and
worked hard to become one
of the best in the world," said
lawmaker Ramon Luis Rivera,
chairman of the local Senate
Youth, Sports and Recre-
ation Committee. "He was a
great champion. Now he is
sick and he needs our help.”

Due to his condition, Ben-
itez’s speech is slurred and
barely coherent. Neverthe-
lcsa. the former champion

teful.

at can I say. This will
helé) ease the pain,” Benitez
gal

Benitez's case is the latest
in a long list of Puerto Rican
champions whose careers
have ended in mayhem.

Wilfredo Gomez, a former
WBC super bantamweight and
featherweight champion, lost
most of his assets soon alter
retiring and had several run-
ins with the law, including
arrests for dume:utit: vialence
and cocaine possession.

Samuel Serrano, a former
WBA junior lightweight
champion, served a 10-year

prison sentence for cocaine
and nmﬂllluuna trafficking.
And the list goes on to in-
clude such names as the late
Esteban de Jesus, Edwin "El
Chapo” Rosario and Alfredo
Eacaltra. _
As part of the benefits
l:mckagc passed by the local
slature, the Puerto Rico
Buxjn,g Commission will now
have a division providing fi-
nancial counselling and social
services to boxers.
With man ﬁung locals
rising ranks, in-
cluding International Boxing

Federation welterweight
champ Felix Trinidad, the
Puerto Rico Commis-

sion is hoping to end the no-
torious trend.

"Puerto Rican champions
don't have a track
record and we want to do our
best to keep something like
this from happening again,"
said Boxing Commission
Pr:lidcnt Dnmm{r‘ Delgado.
It's a recurri agedy that
has to stop. It may be tnu late
for Wilfred, but there are
others who will benefit from
this."”
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Confident Messiah strikes

out for the top

Leading African soccer players are showing the world that their
continent is a force to be reckoned with. Gemini News service spot-

uperstar who is worshipped in Europe and is
about to thrill South African crowds.

lights a Ghanaian s

sportsman who is said
to combine the speed
and power of an Oly-
mpic sprint champion with
the skill and vision of the
world's best soccer player is
ready to set the African Cup
of Nations alight in January.

Anthony Yeboah, the
stocky Ghanaian striker with
dynamite in both feet, has
been described by Franz
Beckenbauer, a World Cup
winner as a player and as a
manager, as "'a cross between
Pele and Carl Lewis.”

Beckenbauer, manager of
Bayern Munich, said that if
he could sign any football

layer in the world it would
gy eboah.

The German soccer le-
gend paid Ghana's number
nine this lavish compliment
while Yeboah was éjlaying in
Germany for ntracht
Frankfurt. But it is only since
last season, when he moved
to Leeds United, that fans
around the world — thanks to
the global coverage English
soccer enjoys — have begun
to savour his brilliance.

Yeboah and other top
African players, such as Finidi
George of Nigeria and
Liberia's George Weah — who
play for European clubs Ajax
Amsterdam and AC Milan re-
spectively have been

utting their continent's
ootballing talent firmly on
the world map.

The presence of these and
other stars playing for their
national teams in South
Africa in January will further
enhance the growing pres-
tige of African football. Ye
boah has ambitious goals at
Leeds, but these will be put
on ice for a month as he
cornmits himself wholeheart-
edly to winning the conti-
nent s top soccer prize.

"It's very important to us
to win the African champi-
oriships,” he says. "'I'm look-
ing forward to its because it
Is a long time since we won
the African Cup. We are pre-
pared to give our best."

Yeboah's best is awesome.
At the start of the season, he
scored the winning goal
against Liverpool with a volley
from outside the alty area
that required both the explo-
sive power of his right boot
and the perfect balance of a
top athlete. Then, against
Wimb]cdun he went one bet-
ter. using his chest and thigh
to control the ball. before
volleying home again from
outside the area.

Alter that game, in which

——

By John Perlman from London

he scored a hat-trick, Yeboah
said: “After the Liver
goal, my wife said, You'll mov:
lo score one like that for me.'
S0 the second gal against
Wimbledon is for . 1 think
it might have put the goal
against Liverpool even
though that was special — in
the shade. Let's say it was a
r{_ nice goal!”
relaxed manner in
which Yeboah talks about his
moments of brilliance gives
some insight into his inner
strength. He is confident
without being arrogant, and
is too busy enjoying the game
and his ability to play it to
waste time on false modesty.
"l score a lot of goals and
I'm not a Elayer who is very
nervous when [ get a chance
to score.” he says. "If |1 get
chances from my team col-
leagues, it is very easy (o

a chance to score'

- part in raising

Anthcn Yeboah:

'I'm not nnrvnua when | get

sCore
Yeboah's confidence. per-
haps, provides him with his
atest weapon — no matter
ow crowded the penalty
area and ne maiter how
fierce the tackles, he always
seems to have lots of time
Leeds manager Howard
Wilkinson describes him as
"clinical, cool and calm."
Yeboah tries tg explain
what happens. "H's about
concentration, but vou alseo
have to be relaxed. If you're
to aggressive you can miss. |
try to create my opening and
then cool down. Normally, in
a one-on-one - situation. the
ﬁalk:tprr will go one way
at's why [ always wait."

He packs a ferocious shot
with both feet. He says they
left is stronger. but the rock-
ets agains!t Liverpool and
Wimbledon were both scored
with the right.

Many of the openings he
makes are created by his
speed. He has run 100 me-
tres in less than 11 seconds,
and is especially quick over
the first 20 metres. His
physique 85 kilograms

acked into a 1.78-metre
rame — makes him very dif-
ﬂ::u]t tn shake off the bhall.
oung Yeboah was in-
s lrrd y such soccer greats
as Pele, George Best and
Gerd Muller as he was grow-
ing up in Ghana's second
biggest city, Kumasi. He also
lcllowed in the foolsteps nf
his father. Mike, who
lor one of the nation’s
clubs, Asante Kotokn.

Anthony was one of eight
children and began playing
soccer from the age of two.
There was never a time I
can remember when [ wasn't
a striker.” he says.

He played for Okwahu
Inited. from where he was
picked for the national squad.
And at the Cup of Nations
eight years ago, he was EE
proached by an agent who
nifered to find him a team in
Germany.

cagl,in i

Yeboah has played a big
the stamis of
African football. But if he
takes the forma he has shown
m England into the African

up in South African in Jan-
mry not everybody will re-
joice. They will be to busy
picking the ball out of the
net. — Gemini News

About the author: John
Perlman is a South African
freelance journalist based in
London.
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