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olumn One
DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT ice hockey. pelota

la direct descendant! ol
real tennis), hurling (akin to
hockey) and sky-diving are
among the fastest non-me:
chanical sports.

To me the fastest is the
one in which your team is
playing or the ones which in-
volve class. A World Cup final
may seem a fifteen-minute af-
fair; such is the intensity of
the drama.

And the slowest? Well, il
has to be sumo wrestling.
The pre-match rituals take
hours. The actual contest may
last a few seconds.

But, actually the slowest is
when your team is leading 1
0 in a big football match. The
la.ut minutes seem never-end-

SP@E@TTS FAIL[K(

Chril Cmrnn
_(New Zealand all-rounder)

" "My father is my best
guide. He was a role model
though we are different play-
ers. | would like to be differ-
ent. | respect dad for what he
- Omn his father, former Test

all-rounder Lance Cairns.
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Yamaha Div 1

cricket
Sports Reporter

DPHANMONDI CLUB:
‘157 for 8 in 45 overs (Lipu
'31, Anisul 27; Ahmed 2/16)

AJAX SC: 160 for 6 in
44.3 overs (Sumon Biswas
50, Babu 27, Morshed 21;
Anisul 4/27)

KHELAGHAR SKS: 168
for 9 in 45 overs (Uzzal 26,
Rais 24; Deer 3/29, Khokon
2/24 : Nadir Shah 2/25)

SURJO TARUN CLUB:
169 for 6 in 42 overs

[Joydev 48, Tareque 38 not
Rais 3/30, Shakil 2/18)

Ajax Sporting Club and

-Sur]u Tarun Club won their |

respective matches in the
Yamaha First Division cricket
league held on Monday in two
different venues of the capi-
! Ajax, in their first league
encounter. recorded a four-
wicket victory over Dhan-
mondi Club at the City Club
ground, Mirpur.

: Winning the toss, Ajax in-
vited Dhanmondi to bat in
the first session and they
scored 157 for eight in their
alloted 45 overs. In reply, the
Elephant Road-based club
reached the target in 44.3
overs losing six wickets.

In the day's other match.
Surjo Tarun, who lost their
previous encounter to Ba-

Boys Club, defeated
Khelaghar Samaj Kallyan

m also by four wic-

hl:t in to bat, Khelaghar
collected 168 for nine in 45

overs
‘rﬂ
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Saiful Izlam and Nasiruddin Jony in the free rifles three position of the SAF
— Star photo by fax (Courtesy -

Bangladesh

BRIEF SCORES

ABAHANI KC: 257 lor |
nine in 50 overs (Pilot 69,
Durjoy 41, Akram 36; Zakir
3/54. Dipu Roy 2/46, Pial
12/47)

AGRANI BANK S8SC: |55
in 42.4 overs (Anwar 53
Rahad 3/31. Dulu 2/14.
| Moni 2/19)

Reigning joint
champions Aba-
hani Krira Cha-
kra made a ca-
kewalk in the
L =4 Premier Di
vision cricket league when
they outplayed promotees

rani Bank Sports Club by
102 runs at the Dhaka Sta-
dium yesterday.

This was the second vic-
tory in a row for the Dhan-
mondi outfit who earlier in
their league opener defeated
Dhaka Wanderers by 33 runs
last Thursday.

Batting first, Abahani col-
lected 257 for nine in the
stipulated 50 overs with
wicketkeeper batsman
Khaled Masud Pilot scoring
69 and all-rounder Naimur
Rahman Durjoy slamming 41
runs. In reply, Agrani Bank
were sent packing in 42.4
overs with 155 to their
credit, 102 runs short of
their target.

Put in to bat, Abahani lost
their first wicket on 26 when
opener Imran Hamid Partho,
who scored a half-century
against Dhaka Wanderers,
was bowled by Bank's new
bBall’ bowler r Hossain in
the 14th over scori 13

The other opener Harunur

"Rashid Liton and Durjo

added 28 runs in the secon
wicket stand before Liton
(21) returned on 54 after giv-
ing a return catch to right
hand pacer Abu Hamid Pi
the 14th over.

The next partnership be-
tween Durjoy and Filot dou-
bled the scoreboard (108) in

Sports Reporter

12.1 overs before Durjoy was
trapped leg before by right-
arm off spinner Shariful
Haque Plaban in the 26th
over. Durjoy's valuable 4]
runs came from only 54 balls
which includes four bound-
aries.

Skipper

Akram Khan

joined Pilot in the 4th wicket

stand and the pair took only
B8 balls to adrf a further BO
runs. Pacer Zakir broke the
artnership on 188 when he

wled Akram Khan (26]) in
the 41st over.

But nothing could bother a
sedate Pilot who took the
scoreboard to 220 in the
next 4.1 overs along with all-
rounder Enamul Haque Moni
before he lost his stumps to

PILOT ... 69

left-arm medium
Chowdhury
on 69. His brilliant inning uf
69 off 103 balls included a
six and five boundaries.

veteran
pacer Dipu Roy

In the remaining five
overs, Abahani lost four muore
wickets in their haste but
added another 37 runs which
enabled them to end their
innings on 257 for nine.

Abahani loot the Bank

Moni (16) and Rahul (15)
were the other double figure
Abahani scorers of the day.

Zakir was the most suc-
cessful Bank bowler who
grabbed three wickets con-
ceding 54 runs in 10 overs
while Dipu Roy and Pial
earned two wickets each
giving away 46 and 47 runs
respectively.

In reply, Agrani Bank
never appeared to be able to
contain an ;u;grtsstve Abahani
attack. S eria new ball
bowlers As | Rahad and
Jahangir A.lam Dulu were oo
harsh on the Bankers to
share five wickets amnnﬁi
themselves with their letha
bowling.

Opener Anwar Hossain
Chowdhury was the lone
Bank batsman who played
with some courage. He hit 53
off 71 ball with eight bound-
aries before he was caught
behind off a Moni delivery in
the 29th over.

Among others, Pakistani
batsman Nasir Ali Khan and
Pial added 18 and 17 runs
respectively to the Bank ac-
count,

Abahani's Rahad took
three wickets giving away 31
runs in nine overs while Dulu
and Moni bagged two wicketls
apiece conceding 14 and 19
runs respectively,

Abahani will take on Gul-
shan Youth Club in their next
encounter at the same venue
on December 29 while Agrani
Bank will meet Victoria
Sporting Club on the same
day at the Dhanmondi

Cricket Stadium. _

Lankan grappler

indisposed

MADRAS, Dec 25: The Sri
Lankan wrestling squad suf-
fered a 'big jolt' when their
skipper, V Munisamy, 90 kg
category, was hospitalised
here with chicken pox, re-
ports PTIL.

MADRAS.
Traditional rivals India and
Pakistan warmed up for their
keenly-awaited hockey battle
during the South Asian Fed-

india, Dec 25:

eration (SAF) Games with
i1assive victories here on
Sunday night, reports AFP.

The Asian giants. wheo
face off on Tuesday for the
first time in six years. went
of a goal spree against lowly
opponents to heighten the
excitement preceding their
historic tie.

Mohammad Riaz slammed
in five goals. including a hat-
trick, as hosts India trounced
Nepal 16-0 in their penulti-
mate round-robin league
match at the Mayor Radhakr-
ishnan Stadium here.

World champions Pakistan
thrashed Sri Lanka 12-0.
with Naveed Alam, Tahir Za
man and Kamran Ashraf net-
ting three goals each in an
awesome display by the
highly-skilled forward line.

Pakistan's superior goal
difference (37-2) against In-
dia's 256-0 leaves the visitors
needing only a draw in Tues-
day’'s decider to clinch the gold
medal.

But India must defeat
Pakistan to take the title.

"We are ready to take on
Pakistan,” said veteran de-
fender Pargat Singh. recalled
to lead the Indians at the bi-
ennial regional Games.

"There is no pressure on
us. We have the resources to
win."

Pakistani captain Shahbaz
Ahmed said his team will go
out to win, even though a
draw would suffice. "We play
hockey to win, not to settle
for lesser results. We will live
up to our reputation of world
champions.” he said.

Home fans are hoping
their hockey team will be en-
couraged by the runaway suc-
cess of their colleagues in the
other 13 disciplines, where
India has cornered 79 of the
107 golds decided so far,

Unstoppable Ajax

AMSTERDAM. Dec 25: Ir-
resistible Ajax marched to
their 17th win in 18 Dutch
| league matches this season as
thf:y dispatched NEC Ni-
jmegen 3-1 on Sunday, re-
ports Reuter.

Ajax, facing up to being
without international winger
Marc Overmars for the rest of
the campaign, extended their
Eea;:l over ser:ﬂndhplaccd PSV

indhoven to eight points.

Goals by ﬂ:;i Jari Ltt-l
nen, Nigerian Finidi Ge
and a from Ronald
Boer carrier Ajax to success.
They have scored 62 in
their le run of 17 wins
and one and conceded
only six.

Overmars’ replacement
Martijn Reuser was instru-
meintal in the fist goal, find-
ing Litmanen in space in the
12th minute.

|
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A Sri Lankan booter chases the ball as his Bangladesh: counterpart closes in to
during their SAF soccer semifinal at Nehru Stadium yesterday Bangladesh won 54 on

penalties after 120 minutes of play

— TV pheto

BRIDGETOWN.
Barbados. Dec
25. Barbadian
cricket expert
Joel Garner said
| Sunday the West
Indies team is in shambles
and captain Richie Rich-
ardson should be replaced.
report agencies.

If the West Indies is to

A

pose a chal in the World
Cup in India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka Feb 14 to March 16,

fast bowler Courtney Walsh
should take over a captain,
Garner wrote in his weekly
column in the Sunday Advo-
cale newspa

“If he [ﬂardmn] does
not perform with the bat on
the current tour (of Aus-
tralia), he should not go to
the World Cup, as he has
been a negative influence on
team morale as captain and
would likely continue to be so
in a lesser capacity,” Garner
wrote.

According to Garner, the

| withdrawal of Brian Lara from

the team before they left for
their current tour of Australia
has served to magnify prob-
lems existing in team unity.

Lara pulled out after being
fined recently for misconduct
on this year's tour of Eng-
land, having been under the
impressien it had already
been dealt with.

Garner wrote, "it is high
time for Courtney Walsh to
assume his rightful place
until he retires, as he has
earned it. Had he been cap-
tain in the first place, there
might have been no "Lara af-

"It is much more Nhkely
that the players will settle
down under him. as they
have done in the past, and
begin to focus on what they
are being paid to do.

“Things are not going to
change overnight, but at least
they will be heading in a pos-
itive direction and this will
be best for all concerned.”

Walsh successfully led
West Indies on tours ol India
and New Zealand in 1994-95

when Richardson took a
break from the %amc because
of acute mental latigue.

Richardson has survived a
ﬁmm’r deal ol pressure since
is appointment as captain in
1991 ahead of long-serving
opener Desmond Haynes, a
decision which itself was not
altogether popular through
out the region

As captain., Richardson
has a 45. T cent winning
record compared with the
48.6 per cent winning record
of Clive Lloyd. the most suc-
cessful West Indies captain of
all time.

His Test
47.90 — with

average was
14 centuries

from 62 games before he be-
came captain, but since 1991
he has averaged 35 18 with
two centuries in 24 Tests.

| r

JOEL GARNER

Garner, 43, a 6-foot B-
inch, fast bowler known to
fans as "Big Bird," took 259
wickets in B8 Tests for the
West Indies between 1977
and 1987

His commentis are even
weightier because he is one
of two Barbados delegates to
ithe West Indies Cricket

Board of Control (WICBC).

Garner goes thru' roof

Richardson. who has led
the West Indies in 24 Tests
since succeeding Viv
Richards. has been under
mounting pressure as his
own batting formm has de-
clined and his team, under-
mined by internal divisions,
has struggled to win matches.

It has lost all three
matches it has played in the
World Series tournament in
Australia after the shock
withdrawal of star batsman
Brian Lara two days before
the team left the Caribbean
on Nov 26

A team man ‘s report
leaked to the pEremiﬁl
that Lara complained at a
summer team meeting that
Richardson was responsible
for problems on the squad.

Garner said that Lara's
sition is shared by other

players —" many of
us have known for some
time

He said Richardson's ap-
pointment was an opportu-
nity for team adminisiralors
to regain control of the play-
ers. because former team
captains Clive Lloyd and Viv
Richards could not be con-
trolled.

Richardson. he wrote,
"Appears to do their bidding
unqguestionably.”

"Now there's a funny thing
about uppets.” arner
added. "Even though they are
quite animated when their
strings are pulled, they can-
not pull thc strings them-
selves, much less Lhose of

others. Pul them in charge of
others and everything {alls

as there is no one re-
ally in control.”

Garner also saw a need for
change in the WICBC leader-
ship.

He named Jamaican busi-
nessman Pat Rousseau as the
likely successor to incumbent
president Peter Short of Bar-
bados at the annual general
meeting in May.

"He comes at a time when
a whole new direction must
be furged for West Indies
cricket,” Garner wrote.

PARIS. Dec 25
[AFP): Ajax Ams-
terdam comple-
ted their meta-
morphosis from
top club in Eu-
rope lo the best club in the
world in 1995 when they
beat Brazil's Gremio to lift
the Inter Continental Cup.

That 4-3 win on penalties,
following a 0-0 draw in Tokyo
pnn November 28, stretched
their unbeaten run to 66
matches in all competitions

and propelled them from
Dutch superstars to world

beaters,

Off the pitch. a fair share
of controversy was also pre-
sent in 1995 when Eric Can-
tona was banned for a kung-fu
kick, Patrice Loko went off
the rails, a German player
failed a drugs test, and Dy-
namo Kiev were banned from
the European Champions’
Cup.

Gremio, with more of a

phvsical game than the aes-
thetic skill of neighbouring
Brazilian clubs, were not ex-
pected to beat Louis van
Gaal's side and Ajax con-
firmed their favourites status
with their usual brand of en-
tertaining. attacking football.

And, by late December, Ajax
had still not lost a Dutch league
game since a 2-1 loss to
Willheilm Il on May 8 1994 —
the last day of the 1993/94
Season.

Of course victory in the
European Champion's Cup fi-
nal on May 24 in Vienna —
Ajax's first triumph since
winning three years running
from 1971-1973 — pushed
five-times champion AC Mi-
lan into the background.

Ironically frank Rijkaard,
one of dutch trio who mas-
terminded Milan's 1989 and
1990 European Cup wins,
switched roles and excelled
for Ajax this time.

Rijkaard's angled pass

through the Milan defence was
instrumental in creating
Patrick Kluivert's 83rd minute
goal for a 1-0 win. At 18,
Kluivert was the youngest ever
scorer in a Champions' Cup
final

Meanwhile, Gremio won
the Copa Libertadores, equiv-
alent of the European Cham-
pions’ Cup, for the second
time with a 4-2 aggregale
scoreline over Colombia's Na-
cional of Medellin.

Like Brazil's 1994 World
Cup winning team, Gremio's
strengths were organisation
and physical power rather
than the flair-based sides
more traditional in Brazil.

Gremio's most impressive

“win came in the guarterfinals

when they pipped favourites
Palmeiras 6-5 on aggregate.
In the 1994/95 season in
Europe, a new sweep of the
brush brought through Black-
burn Rovers, Juventus, Real
Madrid, Nantes and Borussia

Leeds’ Ghanamn international Tony Yeboah (white ]urney] placn the hall paat
Manchester United’s custodian Peter Schmeichel from a scramble to score the second
goal for his team during a English Premier league match at Elen Road, Leeds on Dec 24.

Leeds won 3-1.

— AFP/UNB photo

It's two sides of the same coin

Dortmund as the winners ol
the major leagues.

Madrid clinched their
26th major title — their first
since 1990 to end
Barcelona's run of four con-
secutive Spanish league wins.

Real's 2-1 victory over
second-placed Deportivo la
Coruna, watched by 105,000
fans at the Bernabeu Stadium.
clinched the title.

Chilean Ivan Zamorano hit
the winner 10 minutes from
time after BHrazilian Bebeto
had equalised Jose Amavis-
ca's opening goals.

Borussia Dortmund won
their fourth German title,
their first in 32 years, by
beating Hamburg 2-0 at
home. while Werder Bremen,
leading by a point and with
better goal difference, fell 3-
1 at Bayern Munich.

Dortmund coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld could pat himself on
the back with victory, partic-
ularly as strikers Stephane
Chapuisat, Karl Heinz Riedle.
and Denmark's Flemming
Povlsen were ruled out thro-
ugh injury late in the season.

e

Juventus heralded a new
era in Italy to win their first
title in nine years and be-
come only the fourth team to
complete the league and cup
doubile.

Juventus beat Parma 4-0
in Turin to clinch the league,
and won 3-0 on aggregate
against the same opponents
to win the Italian Cup. But
Parma at least managed a
UEFA Cup win, with a 2-1 ag-
gregate success over Juven-
tus.

The Turin club thanked
rejuvenated veteran Gianluca
Viali and new find Allessan-
dro del Piero, who they
nearly sold to Parma., lor
their s iccess.

Roberto Baggio was out in-
jured for half the season. and
was even unloaded to AC Mi-
lan at the end of the year,
proving Juventus could deo
without the World Cup star.

Nantes won their [irst
league title in 12 years, and
seventh in all, but the suc-
cessful squad was on the
verge of dismantling.

Leedslookfreeofrust

LONDON, Dec
25: Ghanaian
Tony Yeboah
and fellow stri-
ker Brian Deane
struck match-
winning goals as Leeds upset
Manchester United's attempt
to close the gap on English
Premier leaders Newcastle
on Sunday, reports Reuter.

Yeboah scored in the 36th
minute and Deane in the
73rd to thrust Leeds to a 3-1
home victory over second-
placed United whose second
consecutive league defeat left
them 10 points behind New-
castle.

Leeds, trounced 6-2 at
Sheffield Wednesday last
weekend, were given an early
lift when Gary McAllister
scored from a penalty kick
after six minutes.

, Andy Cole equalised after
30 minutes with only his

fourth goal of the season but
Yeboah restored Leeds’ ad-
vantage six minutes later.

Deane sealed victory for
Leeds with a headed goal
during a seven-minute period
when United played with 10
men while French striker
Eric Cantona was off the field
receiving stitches to a head
wound.

United manager Alex Fer-
guson, whose side were con-
vincingly beaten 2-0 by Liv-
erpool at Anfield on Decem-
ber 17, recalled Roy Keane
after a six-game absence to
give the midfield some steel
and also included Paul Parker

. at the back tor his first start

since September.

Keane worked tirelessly to
try to give United control but
Parker contributed to his
side's downfall with a wret-
ched display, his error

leading to Yeboah's goal.

Leeds, whose response to

the mauling at Sheffield
Wednesday. sent in Deane for

Andy Couzens, could not have
made a more ideal start.

McAllister's corner [rom
the right was met by Gary
Speed's head and, amid a
mass of confusion and falling
bodies, referee Dermot Gal-
lagher spotted a handling of-
fence by Nickey Butt and
awarded a penalty.

Deane hit the bar shortly
afterwards but United got
back on terms when Speed
lost possession on the edge
of the penalty area, but
crossed, and Cole turned the
ball home.

Leeds were back in front
six minutes later when Ye-
boah pounced on an error by
Parker, surged through the
middle and struck an angled
drive past goalkeeper Peter
Schmeichel.
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