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Brian Lara
(West Indies batting
supremo)

"I have an incredible level
to live up to. Nick Price is
ucky. He can miss a q:'mipl;e

tournaments just like
A Agassi can take a break
from tennis. I can't. Mine is a
team game. If | say [ want a
break it can cause resent-

—

take your place.”
On the pressures of ex-

DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT sporting disasters

have off and on struck an
area that is primarily meant
for pleasure. According to
recorded history, the world's
worst was when one thou-
sand and twelve spectators
were killed when the major
stands at circus Maximus col-
lapsed during a gladiatorial
contest sometime between
AD 138-161.

In recent times the worst
sporting disaster occurred
when on February 26, 1918
the Hong Keong Jockey Club
race course collapsed.

The subsequent fire killed
an estimated 604 people.

In 1963 a riot at a football
match in Peru killed over
three hundred spectators.

have led to wars. In
1969 a World Cup match
between El Salvador and
Honduras was decided in ex-
tra time with the latter win-
ning 3-2. This was followed
by rieting. The subsequent

in sports,
one should always give pri-
ority to safety and security
arrangements. Excesses by
rival supporters should be
controlled by motivation. It
might help to remember that
there is always the darker
side of pleasure.

(Competition closes: 8 p.m.
Dec 29, 1995)

| § both of them

SAF snippets

MADRAS. Dec 24: Domi
nating the track and field
events during the last five
ilayvs India and Sri Lanka
vrabbed two more olds
apiece Lo take their tally to
21 and 11 on the concluding
day of the athletic competi

| tion of the SAF Games at the
| Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium

here today, report agencies
The day was very dry for

Bangladesh in the track and

field events. Bangladesh par

ticipated in two events —

@l men's 4x400 metres relay
‘Ml and women's 4x400 metres

relay — and finished fourth in

In the women's 0000
metres race. Sri Lanka's Su

| jeewa Nilmini took the gold

in a record time of 35 min

il uies 42 74 secs

Aqarab Abbas of Pakistan
hurled the hammer to a dis
tance of 66 .94 metres for the
gold setting up a new mark
in the event

WEIGHTLIFTING

India's 24-year-old iron
man and 1995 sr. national
t‘:hamﬁiun and gold winner.

Satish Rai. today created
histmav by revising the Games
record by lifting in the jerk

180.5 kgs and totalling 320
at Kalaivanar Arangam.
Ral, a bronze medalist in
the Pusan (S Korea) cham-
ionship, in the snatch lifted
30.0 kg, 135.0 kg and 140.0
kg respectively in his three
attempts and in the 2-
handed jerk lifted 170.0 kg,
180.5 kg in first two at-
tempts and falled to lift
182.5 kg.

SV LT b A

Bangladesh's heroes yesterday — a delighted Karar
Mizanur Rahman (R) who clinched the gold medal in
the 200 metres breaststroke poses in harmony with his
equally buoyant countryman Mokbil on the wvictory
podium during the swimming competitions of the

Seventh SAF Games in Madras.

— Star photo (by fax)

MADRAS, Dec
24: Two first
half goals from
Rakib Hossain
and Mamun Jo-
arcdar paved Ba-
ngladesh's way into the round
four when they defeated
defending champions Nepal
by the odd goal in three at
the spectacular Nehru Sta-
dium on Saturday.

Bangladesh finished on
top of Group B with three
points from their two league
engagements while Nepal,
who had earlier confirmed
their berth in the last four
with a lone goal win over
Maldives, finished second
collecting two points from as
many matches.

For Bangladesh, who were
earlier, held to a goalless
draw by Maldives, it was a

“wonderful start with Rakib

Hossain, arguably the best
player in the match. opening
the winners’ account with a
cool placing shot past the
onrushing Nepalese custo-
dian Upendra Man Singh in
the 16th minute.

Ten minutes later Rakib
fed Mamun Joardar with a
gem of a floater from the left
flag corner for the mercurial

workhorse to head the ball
home amidst deafening roars
from the eastern gallery
where some thousand
Bangladeshi youngsters who
are studying at different in-
stitutions in India, waved

Wonderful yet complacent

From Al-Amin

flags and honked horns.
Apart from both the goals
Bangladesh produced an af-
tacking display of soccer
during the first 45 minutes
eventually cornering their

|

opponents with waves of at-
tacks. But striker Mizan once
again failed to live up to his
reputation missing several
opportunities and Bangladesh
had to be content with the
2-0 lead at the breather de-
spite their complete domina-
tion.

However, after the lemon-
break, Nepal showed singes
of a comeback in the match
when substitute midfielder
Mani Saha pulled one goal
back in the 61st minute with
a spectacular rainbow shot

.from the right-hand corner

of the box. Undaunted by the
set back, Bangladesh got a
wonderful opportunity to in-
crease their lead when they
earned a penalty two minutes
later.

But Masud Rana's feeble
12-yarder was brilliantly
saved by Upendra Man Singh,
who dived to his left to deny
the ultimate vwinners.

On the other hand Nepal,
who took full advantage of
Bangladesh's casual approach
in the second half, almost
got the cqualizer in the 73rd
minute when Gyani Serchen
blasted a scorching right-
footer from the edge of the
opponents box. But the ball
rebounded off the cross-
piece, much to the relief at
the Bangladesh tent.

"I'm happy that we have
won. But | must blame the
players for a bizarre display
in the second half." said Otto
Pfister, the German coach of
the Bangladesh team.

In football there is no
place for complacent players
added Pfister to the press.
While elaborating he said " in
the second half the approach
of the booters was so dilly-
dally that it appeared to me
they have already scored
enough goals to win the
match.”

With this win Bangladesh
took sweet revenge of their
solitary goal defeat at the
hands of the same outfit in
the sixth SAF Games, held
Dhaka in 1993.

... less than a year remains

ATLANTA, Ge-
orgia, Dec 24:
(AFP): The 1996
Atlanta Olym-
pics passed the
one-year-io-go
mark juggling a shrinking
budget, sinking dormitories,
irate international sports
officials and sorely dissatis-
fied ticket applicants.

At the same time, several
new Olympic venues passed
their first international tests
with flying coleurs and de-
tails of Olympic year events
such as the torch relay were
unveiled with great fanfare as
Atlanta Games supremo Billy
Payne maintained his relent-
lessly optimistic stance.

"[t's an impossibility that
these Games will not be a re-
sounding success.,” Payne
said, a view he was called

QK

pected, more ticket revenue
than projected and a break-
even budget with little mar-
gin for error.

Organisers have contracts
or money in hand for 86 ﬁer
cent of the 1.58 billion-dollar
budget, leaving 227 million
dollars unaccounted for.

The revised figures left
the Olympic contingency
fund, once projected at 116
million dollars, at only 30
million dollars.

Sponsorship funds had
been expected to produce
513.4 million dollars but are
now projected to pay off with
only about 428 million dol-
lars

Ticket money was antici-
ated to bring in 261.2 mil-
ﬁnn dollars in funds, but that
source is expected to bring
422 million dollars now.

of thousands of ticket appli-
cants, including the parents
of Olympic swimming cham-
pion Summer Sanders — sent
in hundreds of thousands of
dollars with their applica-
tions only to come up empty
handed in the lottery.

Of those who got tickets
in the lottery, many ended up
with events they did not re-
quest, fuelling anger that four
million tickets, many for

remier events such as ath-
etics, swimming and open-
ing and closing ceremonies,
were reserved for corporate
sponsors, politiclans, inter-
national s and individual
Olympic patrons.
There were also more

~ immediate problems.

Work on the B5,000-seat

Olympic Stadium, the show--

piece of the Games, was

Madras
masala

From Al-Amin

MADRAS Dec :
Bangladesh's German football
coach Otto Pfister has seized
the accreditation cards of his
hooters in hopes of keeping
them on a short leash. But on
Sunday morning he allowed
the players to move around
different shopping com-
plexes in the city

A dejected Pfister had
earlier grabbed the cards of
all the booters after finding
most of them out of their
rooms on Friday evening.

Besides, he had also ad-
vised the players not to shut
the doors so that he could in-
spect the rooms whenever he
wished

Karar Mizanur Rahman
made the most of a false start

by Indian natant Harinder

Singh to win the gold in the
100 metres breaststroke to
day

Although the Indian fin-
ished first in a photo finish at
the Vallechery Aquatic com-
plex, Harinder was disquali-
fied after the TV replay con-
firmed a false start.

Otto Pfister is well known
for his humour. But none of
his previous quips could
match the one he cracked at
the Games' Village dining hall
on Saturday.

‘I am from China,” replied
Pfister to the Pak hockey
team manager's inquiry. And
when the apparently con-
vinced Pakistan manger
wanted to known the home
state of the jovial soccer
coach, he answered with a

augh, "Dhaka...".

Diego not
going to
Canada

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 24:
Soccer star Di:ﬁ Maradona
cancelled at the last minute a
trip to Canada to spend the
Christmas holiday with his
brother Hugo, a news agency
reported Saturday, reports
AP.

Maradona, his wife and
their two daughters were ex-

cted to board a flight to

oronto, but their reserva-
ttons were cancelled by a
tourist cy employee one
hour before departure, the
Diarios Y Noticas agency re-

ported. .

The reason for the
cancellation was not
disclosed.

Hugo Maradona plays in
North America.

Peter's early
Christmas!

BONN. Dec 24: The famil
of tennis champion Ste
Graf has made a quick pre-
Christmas visit to cheer u
her father Peter, in jail
pending investigations into
tax evasion allegations, Bild
Am Sonntag reported today,

reports AFP.
World number one Steffi,
her mother Heidi and

brother Michael paid a 45-
minute call Friday on Peter
Graf. detained in Mannheim
since August 2, the paper
said. It was the first family
reunion since Peter Graf was
remanded.

Steffi. who has just under-
one a foot operation, Peter
raf was remanded.

Steffi, who has just under-

gone a foot operation, tear-

fully embraced her father and
promised to pay however
much it took to win his re-
lease on bail, Bild reported,
the paper added she was not
allowed to bring along a
Christmas present,

Peter Graf, 57, is spend-
;l}tg Christmas behind bars

er a Mannheim judge re-
,lccted a demand by his
awyers for his released. Ju-
dicial authorities will review
the case for bail on December
29,

Bild quoted sources close

to the investigation into Steffi
Graf's tax
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Booters battle Lankans today

MADRAS. Dec
24: The gold-
starved ang-
ladesh national
football team
will attempt to
go a step further in their
campaign o capture the
awalted SAF Games footbal
gold when they take on a
strong Sri Lankan outfit on
the eighth day of the seventh
edition of the hbiennial
regional meet at the Nehru
Stadium at 530 pm (local
timme) here tomorrow

The first semifinal of the
soccer competition featuri
the two teams, neither o
whom have struck gold in the
last six SAF Games, will be
[ollowed by the second semi
between two two-time
champions-holders Nepal
and hosts India at the same
VETILE

Radio Bangladesh is likely
to broadcast running com
mentary of the Bangladesh
game while both matches
may be viewed live via satel-
lite on Doordarshan. the
state-run Indian television
network.

The Bangladesh team are
not expected to make any
change to their regular
eleven for tomorrow's clash
with Sri Lanka, against
whom our booters have a
marvellous record of [live
wins in as many encounters
—the latest being a lone-goal
victory in the Myanmar gquad-
rangular meet last month
Their last match-up in the
SAF Games was in Islamabad
in 1989 when the islanders
lost 1-3.

“I'm alga].nal any change in
the regular eleven unless any
last minute injury forces me
to do that,” said coach Otto
Pfister to the journalists at

From Al-Amin

the Games village on Sunday
The German coach of the
national football teamn further
added that Sri Lanka is  a
good side capable of sudden
counter attacks "They attack
from behind with two play-
ers in the uﬁl‘mnt Besides,
the physically stronger Sri
Lankans are very much moti
vated towards the game.

said the illustrious German
coach

For the Sri Lankans
their main advantage is that
they have played only one
matich in the tourney against
our two. They fared very well

ainst the Indians.” claimed
ster while elaborating the
strength of the opponents

About his own team Pfister
said "Ours is also a very good
side. But what hinders us is
the players loss of concen-
tration in the middle which
is a very bad sign."

Pfister. who has been irri-

| Pfister's perfect recipe

tated by the organisers since

the arrival of the adesh
fontbhall team Iin Madras on
December 16. criticised the
hosts for their handling
of the ground. Besides, he
also expressed his dissatis-
faction at the bizarre fixture
which dictates the 3rd-place
lay-off to be held within 24

ours of the semifinals and
the final match to be heid
under the scorching sun at 1
pm on December 27.

When the condition of
Lthe pitch at the Nehru Sta-
dium is not upto the mark,
having the regular rehearsal
for the concluding c
inhetween nntcheEm a ::;
decvision on the part of the
authorities.” said a furious
FPfister

Even after pointing out all
these difficulties. Pfister
rounded off with an opti-
mistic note saying. "We will
fight to win .~

On the other hand. Pfis-
ter's Sri Lankan counte
Parreira said. "My two

lavers — Amanullah and
shan — didn't click in the
revious match against india.
f the two had offered their
usual form. things would have
been different.”

When asked if the two
would fare better tomeorrow.
the Brazilan trainer said, "It
is their duty to put in their
best *

Regarding his uppulh";‘
team FParreira opined,
'‘Bangladesh are a very good
side and | have seen a few of
their since 1993. But,
like the other seven nations.
what they lack is motivation
during ttl?u: whole 90 min-
utes

‘Besides.”
"their performance

fluctuates greatly.”

said Parreira.
often

LONDON. Dec
24: A Robbie
Fowler hattrick
spurred Liver-
pool to a 3-1
: win over Arse-
nal and moved them to third
in the English Premier
league on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

Tottenham lost their
chance of filling second place
when they were held 2-2 at
home by bottom club Bolton.

Above them., high-flying
Newcastle extended their
overall lead to 10 points as

. they comfortably beat »siting

Nottingham Forest 3-1].

With Manchester United
not in action until Sunday
when they visit Leeds, Tot-
tenham must had felt confi-
dent of replacing them, at
least temporarily, as Newcas-
tle's nearest challengers.

But two goals within three
minutes from Scott Green
and Icelandic international
Gudni Bergsson late in the
second half saw Bolton grab a
draw.

Newcastle now have 45

ints from 19 matches with

anchester United on 35

with a game in hand. Liver-
ool and Tottenham both
ave 34.

Fowler took his goal tally
for the season to 18 as Liver-
pool recovered from being a
goal down after only seven
minutes when Ian Wright
scored from the penalty spot
after being brought down by
defender Mark Wright.

Paul Merson should have
put the London club further
ahead soon after when he was

ut clear in the penalty area
ut his shot flew high over
the bar,

But Liverpool began to
take a firmer grip on the
match with Stan Collymore

rominent in a series of at-

cks and five minutes before
the interval they gained their
reward with a superb goal.

Steve McManaman
threaded the ball throu to
Collymore who laid it off for

Fowler to blast a stunning
shot past David Seaman.
Liverpool stepped up the
pace in the second half and
went ahead in the 59th

minute with another clinical
finish from Fowler. A [ree-

kick from Wright was flicked
on by Collymore and Fowler
raced on to beat Seaman.

Fowler completed his
hattrick in the 78th minute
from another cross by Colly-
more., Seaman appeared to
have the ball in his hands but
he spilled the header and it
trickled past him into the
net.

With the chasing pack

continuing to drop points,
Newcastle looked even more
assured of the title as they
dismissed the challenge of
Nottingham Forest.
s David Gifiola " took tefi-
trtst%gc in a sparkling New-
castle performance as they
moved another step closer to
the title by making it 10
home wins out of 10 this sea-
SOT.

The French forward
opened the way for Rob Lee
to fire Newcastle in front in
the 11th minute and altho-

Japan asked
to relax
explosives law

TOKYO, Dec 24: Japan,
which hosts the Winter
Olympics in 1998, has been
urged to ease its tough explo-
sives law to allow foreign
shooters below the age of 18
to compete, Kyodo news
agency reported on Saturday,
reports Reuter,

Three Japanese groups --
the National Rifle Associa-
tion, the Clay Target Shoot-
ing Association and the Mod-
ern Pentathlon and Biathlon
Union -- asked the govern-
ment to sel ug special rules
for the 1998 Nagano Winter
Games. Kyodo said.

The gun and sword con-
trol law allows shooters to
compete in international and
major domestic events with
the permission of a regional
ublic safety commission.
he explosives control law
bans handling of gunpowder
by under-18s,

Three young foreign ath-
letes ran a foul of the explo-

sives law and were forced to
pull out of the World Cup clay
trap shooting championship
in Japan last September.

Fowler ignites Liverpool

ugh Forest responded almost
instantly through lan Woan,
Newcastle were always in
command.

Ginola set the seal on a
performance of arrogant, but
undoubted mastery with his
first home goal to put New-
castle back in the lead and
then set up Lee for his sec-
ond. a thunderous 30-metre
shot in the 74th minute,

Former Tottenham de-
fender Bergsson prevented
the London club frem head-
ing Manchester United when
he equalised for Bolton 11
minutes from time,

Tottenham took a de-
served lead after 54 minutes
through T Sheringham'’s
15th goal of the season. The
England striker tapped the
ball home from close range.

The points loocked secure
in the 71st minute when
striker Chris Armstrong
lobbed the advancing Keith
Branagan,

Green cut the deficit to 2-
1 in the 76th minute when
he robbed Justin Edinburg on
the edge of the alty area
and scored with a delicate
chip into the corner of the
nﬂ.’-_; '

Spurs ain lost S8ES5-
sion pnn thiglcft-hand I:?d: in
the 79th minute, the ball was
pulled back from the by-line
and the unmarked Bergsson
scored from close range.

Brazilian Juninho provided
the inspiration as fifth-placed
Middlesbro took a three-
goal lead over West Ham in-
side 29 minutes.

He created the first Eual
after 22 minutes with a
telling through ball for Nor-
wegian international Jan
Fjortoft, who hit a superb ris-
ing shot into the roof of the
net.

Neil Cox made it 2-0 a
minute later with another
excellent shot from just in-
side the box and fellow full-
back Chris Morris headed
home the third on 29 min-
utes.

West Ham pulled a goal
back through Tony Cottee
nine minutes from time but
Middlesbrough immediatel
restored their three-goa
cushion with John Hendrie
scoring his first of the sea-
sON :
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