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EAR Jonathan and Julian
D Christmas is upon us! Therefore,
you will have already caught some ol
the Christmas spirit. What is Christmas all
about? — It is the birth of Jesus, the joy of a
celebration. Christmas is church, paper
buntings and streamers, kirtans and carols,
new clothes, exchange of gifts, Christmas
cards and good food.

We know from the Bible that Jesus was
born on Christmas day and that his birth
was announced to a group of shepherds by
angels from heaven. | think that the spirit of
Christmas was captured by those angels and
the shepherds who immediately went to see
him. Later on, of course, you know that wise
men from the east also visited Jesus with
gifts of frankincense and myrrh — all very
priceless articles in those days. There was
therefore this curiosity on the part of the
shepherds, joy on the part of the angels and
pure happiness for the wise men. People
had been waiting for a Jesus [some still are!)
according to the Old Testament to deliver
them. Of course Jews at that time took this
deliverance from the hands of the tyrannical
Romans who were ruling over Palestine. But
for many others, it meant deliverance from
sin.

Since the time of Jesus birth, some
2000 years ago, men have tried to capture
the spirit of Christmas in writings paintings
and music. Famous among these are the Gift
of the Magi, a Christmas Carol by Dickens
and many popular Christmas carols. But for
the ordinary person throughout the world,
the joy of Christmas has been manifested in
merry-making during the season. We do not
know how or when this tradition began. But
I suppose it all goes back to those angels
and shepherd and the wise men.

At Christmas, people try to capture the
spirit of Christmas by decorating their
homes., some by putting up a Christmas
tree. Many will wear new clothes, eat good
food and exchange gifts and greetings with
one another. It is also a time to think of the
poor. The taking of new-at-birth clothes, 1
think, rose from Jesus being wrapped in
swaddling clothes, according to Metthew in
the Bible. I don't have the faintest idea how
food came into Christmas, But | suppose
Palestinians and Christians at that time all
enjoyed a good occasion and celebrated
with a feast of food. The exchange of gifts
definitely is from the wise men who gave
presenis to Jesus. The poor have always
been thought of at Christmas particularly
because Jesus was born in a stable. in lowly
surroundings. Why Jesus, son of God, chose
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to be born in a stable. | have no idea. He
could have been born in this parents’ home
which must have been very ordinary.

Now, the spirit of Christmas goes on to
this day, being captured by people according
to customs and traditions of their own land.
In Bangladesh we will remember our near
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and dear ones, at home and abroad. buy
clothes. eat pithas and cakes, polao rice,
meal and oranges in many homes. There
will I also be furtaking of some alcohol.
There will be gaiety, mirth and laughter in
the air. But for many poorer people,
Christmas will not bring this fare: they will
not eat a sumptuous meal nor wear new
clothes. It is for these people my heart cries
out for and I wish you would praise God for
the many good things we have been given.
One thing is for sure : rich or poor, we shall
all wish one another for Christmas by touch-
ing the feet or kissing the hands or the
cheeks or simply by bowing to one another.
And we will see children running to and fro,
talking as loudly as ever, buying this and
that from the ferrywallah — all in good ex-
citement. Older people, too, will be going
from home to home greeting people. These
celebrations will last until the new year.
Although the festivity is for Christians, many
non-Christians will also join in on the bon
homie of Christmas. And why not?
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We in Bangladesh are most fortunate. We
have be€en blessed to witness two other
large festivals in the year : Eid and Puja. Is
Christmas like any of these? In a sénse. yes,
because we all enjoy a festive occasion. I
have been saying for some time that one
must give in to festive moments now and
again because it is in the nature of man to
do so. More so for children than for adults.

Hence, occasions are needed for celebra-
tion and enjoyment. {(Only a Scrooge
wouldn't realise that!). In this respect then,
Christmas is no different from any other
festivity. However, the spirit of Christmas is
different : the idea of Christ's birth, the
thought that it is in giving that we receive
and so on.

Sadly, however, the celebration of
Christmas to a great many, is a holiday, a
time to go out and buy and give gifts or to
take a vacation. Since we live in an age of
instant communication via satellite, TV and
telephone, e-mail hook-up, migrations and
emigrations, to and from developed nations
such as Europe and America and Australia,
one runs away with the impression that
Christmas is unreal. It is money-making
time for the merchants. This is true. Also
true is the fact that sending Christmas
cards. which was once a pure joy and plea-
sure, is a mechanical procedure, bereft of
any meaning. We have lost the touch of holi-
ness associated with Christmas.

In our own country Bangladesh, the spirit
of Christmas is best captured in the village.
Many townspeople who have village homes
will go there to catch Christmas. Why? — 1
suppose there is a freedom in the village
which is not found in the town. But again
many would rather stay on in the cities. For
them the distances required to cover the
visit to friends, the cost of transportation
and the myriads of other problems that be-
set us make Christmas a one-day affair. But
Christmas, traditionally, should last until
the 6th of January.

For societies in developed nations,
Christmas will be a joie de vivre. Will the
Christmas spirit live on? Will it survive?
These questions haunt me. | suppose since
the Christmas spirit captured 2000 years
ago hasn't still faded away in spite of man's
advancement, Christmas will not go away.
However, as to with what earnestness and
with what purpose it is cherished is some-
thing you will be able to tell better.

Shuvo Boro Din.

Your Father,
Joe

Christmas : An Embodiment of Hope and Spirits

BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus Christ was born at
Bethlehem in Judea during
the reign of King Herod. He
came to purge the world of
sins and oppression. The
Christians all over the world
celebrate His birth every vear
on 25th December. Thus
Christmas ushers in the mes-
sage of hope. joy and peace
infusing a sense of together-
ness in the people of the
world

CELEBRATION
(Preparation and Mood) : On
the surface, it is a celebration
of a birthday. But for the de-
vout Christians it has an im-
mense significance As the
chilly wind begins to blow
conveying the setting in of
the winter, the mood of
Christmas sprouts and every-
one begins Lo contemplate a
grand celebration — the
styles and cuts of new
dresses, colourful decoration
of houses. setting up of
Christmas tree, cradles etc.

In the midst of shivering
cold. the Mid-night mass.
prayers. hymns and melodi-
ous music at the church. the
hearts of the devotees are
lifted in overwhelming joy.
The mirthful sentiments take
over the celebrants. After the
Mid-night congregation. the
youths bring out carols They
visit houses of fellow Chris-
tians and chant cheers over
the Christmas Christmas is a
fountain of inspiration and
happiness

On the occasion, many
fondly remember their
beloved ones who have left
for eternal kingdom and
some families gather at the
graves of near and dear ones
to say prayers (Our family
will miss. my youngest son
Hubert Francis who left for
eternal life on 15th April
1995. and remember Maria
my wife, and a few friends
and relatives like others)

TEACHING (Triumph of
Love over Poverty) What
does the Christmas teach us?
Born in the stable Jesus
recognised humbleness
poverty and love for the
teeming suffering mankind
Later. it found constant mani
festation in His teachings
The humility of heart and
spirit of sacrifice have been
the crux of His teachings. Je-
sus Christ embraced death
opposing the conventional
oppressive system and ex

ploitation
He taught, “Love thy
neighbour as thysell” The

followers of Christ preferred
toc embrace martyrdom
rather than kowtowing to the
whims and caprices of the
agents of darkness and death

They have been opposing the
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injustices and persecutions of
the righteous, inspiring mil-
lions to accept hardship for
stalking the path of truth and
beauty.

Nelson Mendela, Mahatma
Gandhi never compromised
with injustice nor resorted to
violence nor accepted any
provocation for achieving
their goals. Christ's teachings
are truly reflected in their
attitudes and movements
Their movements were not
for their self gains but lor the
people and finally they have
succeeded in their missions.

MODERN MEN AND RE-

LIGION (Practicalities, Be-
trayal and Bitterness) ' In the
face of turmoil. wars. de

struction, tortures, injustice
selfishness and negligence
the world is in the grip ol
anxieties and tensions

Even the religious leaders
are gradually deviating from
the original nobility Taking
the advantage of the Innocent
God-fearing peopile, the lead
ers wantonly exploit them
The aberration has in its
wake caused betrayals and
bitterness

People of this part of the
world are religious Religious
Religion is the hub of life
here. Today's man agrees that
every Religion has its good
teachings to evoke the spin
tuality and to guide the
mankind properly The reli
gious rites and rituals are
regularly observed and the
religion -based enmity as pre
vailed in the past. is gradually
declining in modern men

The religious leaders
command confidence of the
general people As such. it 1s
their responsibility to help
their people attain peace. joy
and justice They are capabile
to define the values of spirn-
tual life through their liturg
cal lectures and activities
They are assumed to be or
dained with the virtues of
sacrifice, dedication. dewvo
tion. lorgiveness and so on
Hence they are held in high
esieem no matter what rel)
gion he belongs to They
should. therefore practise
what they teach and thus ar
rest present decliming re
spect and trust of the people
They should endeavour to be
come model characters This
will instill confidence and co
operation in the people

PRACTISE WHAT YOU
PREACH Many people are
flouting and jeering at the
back of the religious leaders
Often it is felt that the jead
ers try to hide the truth by
clouts Even if they do not do
it injustice i1s being commit
ted under their very noses
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by Jerome Sarkar

but they play tacit role in
order to be in the good book
ol the higher-ups in the guise
of futile neutrality.

Their lectures and pro
fessing simply remain in
words and do not reflect in
their lives. They are com-
promising with moral degra-
dation. These days, people
can read the motives of hy-
perbolic expressions. So the
pretence is unveiled and the
truth is always revealed. If
they fail to realise it and
make their teachings the
prime of their living, they
will cause a big havoc to the
community and their own
selves

The atutudinal and be-
havioural patterns of the
leaders have direct bearing
on the faithful. In the light of
the aforesaid situation, the
people seem to neglect reli-
gious aspects and obligations
Resultantly eroston of moral-
ity, degradation of human
values, mounting of tension.

jungle laws. The good human
gualities are being replaced
with anger. revenge, jealousy,
pride, atrocities, killing etc.
It's a complete negation of
the heavenly ¢compassion and
justice. The teachings of reli-
gions are being trampled be-
cause of the people in charge
of its preservation. It should
be kept in mind that exercise
of might cannot correct it. It
needs patient convincing ap-
proach.

POSITIVE CHANGES
(Need of the Hour) The
great festivals of the religions
should bring positive changes
in the mind of the people
specially the political, social
and religious leaders in order
to save the world from im-
pending danger of total moral
degradation and consequent
destructions, Empty lip-ser-
vice should be replaced by
true empathy, compassion
and sharing of sorrows and
supports in hard times. No
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fear domination over the
weak £ic have been growing
unabated

Moral conscience is van
ishing "Might is right” is the
rule of the day and peace of
the world 1s being shattered
by the dewvilish power and
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doubt it is not possible
overnight But. our leaders
should at least set the ball
rolling towards the estab
lishment of a rule of morality
peace and justice
FRAYERS May
Christmas establish

this
peace

and happiness for all of us,
not only for the day, but for
each and every day to come.

Let us sincerely evaluate our-
selves /our actions in the pre-
sent perspective to engi-

neer /design a system. a
moral bond, physical smart-
ness, spiritual confidence to
perpetuate welfare of the
community.

Merry Christmnas to all.

The Journey to

p X

Christ

by Sunita D'Costa

This is me, gradually rising from the lesser ori

gins of a

long process of development-growth and my final elevation
is to the human plane after numerous degradations for im-
proper utilizations of good chances earlier. Degradations
meaning total material contamination, perhaps. It is diffi-
cult to visualize the chain of continuity, but somewhere

along the line I can see

myself en

tangled in the complexity

and chaos of modern materialistic life, bleak and strident.

However, a radical ch

ange in human-orientation altered

the course and brought me to where I am now, at the
corssroads of my future destination. Fear grips my heart.
Who can say whether | will remain on this human plane or
whether the flickering mind will bring in dualities and
fling me back, way back to the point where the egocentric
self could think no better. Not again, [ say to myself. At this
crucial juncture of existence, the answer is within me. So-
lace gained at the expense of destroying a soul. one's own
or another's, is no comfort. for it builds the road to the
lower levels of origin, to the region of mental turbulence

and misery.

Inflicting harm on others, big or small, rich or poer,

black or white, religious or atheist will omly

bring’ self

degradation. The light of Jesus Christ will show us the
path of peace, the path of liberty, above all the path of
[riendship. Christmas comes and Christmas goes, but the
eternal light shines on, for you and for me. It is our
supreme destination. The journey to Christ, to the path of
perfection. And it is within us, within our reach. We will
follow this light, the light that gave its life for mankind.
and enter the eternal life that is full of knowledge. MERRY

CHRISTMAS!
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The First Good News of
Salvation to Man : The

Protoevangelion

In the light of the Holy
Bible we believe that man,
the best among all creatures.
was created in the likeness of
God (Genesis : 1:26) and was
put in the garden of Eden
where he knew no sin but joy
and happiness. It is out ol
selfish motive of pride ol
willing to become like God (!)
he fell into the temptation
that came from the serpent
and invited for him the
greatest worst damnation
from which it was absolutely
impossible to come out by
himself and be liberated. As a
result of his sin now there is
fear, despair, uncertainty
shame... "they got caught in
the chain of slavery of sin”.
The merciful God. however,
would not want to see His
best creature be eliminated
He gives them, the first man
and woman, the promise of
Salvation cursing serpent
will
make you and the woman
hate each other: her off

springs and yours will always
be enemies. Her offspring

will crush your head. and you
will bite their heel” (Genesis
3:15). Sin came through Eve
but the New Eve will bring
salvation through the 'New
Adam” who will come to this
world as the fullest love and
revelation of God. And this
was indeed the first gospel
for Adamn and Eve who were
in the state of hopelessness
This Adam and Eve stand for
all mankind who are sinful in
nature. He will come to liber
ate the whole mankind from
the bondage of sin in order
that man can find the way to
the Kingdom of God and be
reunited with God. the (a
ther. looking from the theo-
logical point of view. this
messianic promise of God for
universal salvation is ad
dressed not to a single man
but to all mankind. The
whole process and plan to
bring this promise into ful
filment is fully controlled by
(xod When the plan is divine
it is then a mystery beyond
our human understanding

Liberation in the History
of Salvation
In the Old Testament the
central event of the history of

the People of God is the Exo
dus Event, liberation from
the Egyptian slavery lcifr Ex

odus 14-15). In Egypt what
the chosen race could not
tolerate was not only the
forced labour (Exodus 18-
14) but the worship of other
deities (Exodus (10:2] 24)

because through the patnar

chal covenant [(Genesis
15.12-16). and later. through
the Sinai covenant. Yahweh
the One God became their
only Lord to whom they
would always bow their head
and offer sacrifice and by that
they became God's people

and in Hebrew sense, they
became God's possession
fExodus 24:1-11) In the

work of Exodus, God is re
vealed to them as the God
who liberates them (Exodus
l14). a Liberating God Of
course God's intervention

s

mediator,

Moses (cfr Exodus 6 3 13}
From now on God s iden-

iified to the people of [srael

was through a

as 'God who has liberated
them from the Egyptian
Slavery Through this event
(3od enters into man s history
in order to manifest Himself
as the One who is the Lord ol
history and is ever present
in the history ("l AM™ is the
name ol God — cfr Exodus
3:13 15) This Exodus event
brought such an impact in
the life of Goxd s chosen peo
ple became the
cornerstone 0 thetr
monotheistic taith in Yahweh
it takes the central place in

1l at I &

their sacred Tradition and 1n
their Liturgy (clr Deuteron
omy b 449 This event was

always the point ol reference
for them to be taithiul to one
(rod In Lhetr

fhie course ol

on the Mystery of Salvation

by Father Patick Gomes

history. The Prophets, who
were the mouth-piece of
Yahweh, touched their con-
science when they became
unfaithful to the covenant
(cfr. Jeremiah: chapters 3-6)
recalling to them this liberat-
ing act of God. In a crucial si-
tuation when their faith was
confronting a challenge in
the midst of polytheistic
worships and the unjust
treatment of the social and
political leaders of the great
nations like Babylon and
Assyria, when the chosen
race was under severe trial of
their faithfulness to the Sinai
Covenant, God brought them
the messianic promise.

Fulfilment of the Promise
: The Coming of the
Messiah

In the fullness of time the
pre- existent Word (the Lo-
gos), the promised Messiah
came. He did not come with
political might and power
with mighty sword in hand. It
was not the political salva-
tion that He came to bring
even though the nation was
expecting such. His process
of coming was fully guided
and controlled by the Holy
Spirit. The promised Mes-
siah. the long awaited Savior
took up human nature

through the immaculate vir-
gin who has been chosen by |

God. Mary (Gospel of S5t. Luke
2: 5-7). The nativity story is a
mystery and so is an act of
faith.

Christmas : A Celebration

of God's Salvation for

Man
With the birth, public life,

death and resurrection of
Christ the Messiah comes the
fulfilment of the divine plan
of salvation. His birth ia a
great joy tor all men. Christ
mas is the feast which encir
cles through this event of In-
carnation — the Savior is
born! Man has seen the sal-
vation! Therefore., it is a cel-
ebration of salvation. The
birth of Jesus is the theme of
the Bible reading and mid
night liturgy on December 24
whereas the theme of light
and 1 Word becoming Incar-
nated runs through the li
lurgy of the morning of 25
The nation that was walking
in darkness has seen a new
ught! This is salvation



