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9 killed, 7 injured in
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Nine persons were killed
and seven others injured In
ate road accidents yes-
terday in different parts of
the country.
Three were killed in the
city, three in Sirajganj. two
in Natore and one in Sherpur

Chief Purser of Biman
Humayun Kabir, 52, was
killed when a tempo hit a
rickshaw in which he was

near Kakrail cross-
ing at about 2 pm. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
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fell from a bus near Sheri
Bridge on Jamalpur-Sherpur
highway.

Shuvas Kumar, son of
iudhlr Kumar of village
Kurikania under Shreebordi
thana of the district.

" Our Natore Correspondent
says, two were killed

persons
and six persons injared,
three of them uriuuﬂ:ﬁ.
when two s ng truc
¢ollided in m of Natore
Mission Hospital early in the

_ injuréd persons were
admitted to Natore Sadar
Hospital and bodies of
Mohsin Ali, 35. and Abdul
Malek. 32, were sent to the

morgue for autopsy.
UNB from Sirajgan] adds.
three persons were killed

and another was injured in

separate road accidents in | '

the district yesterday.

Police said a van puller, | &

Sanwar Hossen of Kamark-
hand thana, died on the spot
when a truck knocked down
on Sirajganj-Kamarkhand
road near Tala Village at
about 11 am.
In another incident, a
rian, Abdul, 36, was
killed another injured when a
speeding truck hit them at

Boala in Ullapara thana on

Bogra-Nagarbari highway at
about 12:30 pm.
Police arrested the driver

thana on Bogra-Nagarbar
highway in the moming.

Strike paralyses
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Dec 20: A
protest strike crippled this
Kashmir summer al to-
day as hundreds people
took to the sireets to con-
demn the deaths of three
people while in the custody
of Indian troops, reports AFP.

Shops, offices, banks and
schools were closed in
downtown to mourn
the deaths of two Muslim
separatist militants and a lo-
cal taxi driver killed
following their arrest by the
indian security forces.

Witnesses and relatives
sald the three were picked
up by Indian troops on Mon-
day night. Their bodies were
recovered yesterday and to-
day and two of them bore
marks of torture, they said.

Inspector General of Po-
lice PS Gill denied the three
had died while in custody
and said they had been killed
in clashes between militants

_and the security forces.
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US President Bill Clinton' (L) speaks to Speaker of the US House of Representatives Newt
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Gingrich (R) during a budget meeting at the White House on Tuesday. Clinton, Gingrich
and Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole met to discuss ways to resolve the crisis, which has
caused a partial government shutdown.
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perspective plan with an in-
4 vestment outlay of Tk 12,500

from Iran with the
%’I_ OWTl _resources
facilitating passenger:

transpo

- Nine railway engines have
already been procured with
German assistance, 10 more
will be purchased with the
government'

8§ OWIL resources

rtation will start

- book stall,

terminal bldg

old wooden sleepers were
by concrete ones on
kilometres of the Dhaka-
Chittagong route, and 85 km
on Chinki Astana-Kumira and
Tongi-Bhairab line. |
She said 67 per cent work
of the renovation of 149 rail-

while another project has
been undertaken to repair
255 stations.

"Rail services were initi- |

ated in our country in 1862,
only 37 years after introduc-
tion of railway communica-

building, construeted at a
cost of Tk 11.75 crore, is re-
placing the old ohe built 105
years ago, in 1890.
It is featured by 14 VIP
residential rooms, passenger
, restaurant, medical
centre, bank, post office,
tea stall, rest
rooms for all kind of passen-
gers, prayer room, tourist
information centre and 13
counter equipped with com-
puterised ticket selling sys-
tem.

¥
The Prime Minister said

the government has a plan to
construct such terminal
buildings in other parts of

the country.

Communists, allies
to hold 40pc seats
in State Duma

MOSCOW, Dec 20: Com-
munists, Jeftists and their al-
lies will hold about 40 per
cent of the seats in the new
Russian parllament, accord-
ing to projections based on
results issued today, reports
Reuter.

- The communists would
also need the support of ul-
tra-nationalists led by
Viadimir
reach the 226 wptes needed
for a majority in the 450-seat
State Duma (lower house of

parliament), electoral ana-
lysts said.

The ceniral electoral
commission said out of 223
constituency seats decided,
the communists had won 57.
their agrarian allies 20 and
the leftist power to the peo-
ple bloc led by former Soviet
Prime Minister Nikolai
Ryzhkov eight.

Far-left communists of
working Russia had won one
seal.

Many constituency seats
have been won by indepen-
dents who have yet to declare
their loyalties. Some may
support the communists,

although in the last Duma
most were pro-government.

Zhirinovsky to |

— AFP/UNB photo

Clinton's bid to resolve
budget deadlock

WASHINGTON, Dec 20:
President Clinton met with
Republican Congressional lea-
ders yesterday to try to re-
solve a budget deadlock dis-
rupting the government for
the second time in a month,
but the talks ended with no
immediate comment, reports
Reuter.

Senate Republican leader
Bob Dole and House Speaker
Newt Gingrich left the White
House after meeting with
Clinton for nearly two hours
without talking to reporters.

Dole and Gingrich were
holding a news conference at
the US capital at 5:30 pm est.

There was no immediate
White House comment on
whether the talks between
Clinton and the Republican
congressional leaders had
produced any results. Clinton
met with House and Senate
Democratic leaders after his
session with Dole and Gin-

grich.

Meanwhile, the " Senate
approved and sent to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton on Tuesday
a 275 billion dollar defence
bill the White House said he
would veto because it orders
a US anti-missile defence
that could wreck treaties cut-

ting nuclear weapons.
The Senate gave the bill

Congress' final approval by a
vote of 51-43.

The bill carrying out a re-
publican contract with Amer-
ica's campaign pledge orders
development of an anti-mis-
sile system by 2003 to de-
fend the United States
against limited missile at-
tacks by small countries.

Taramon
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and it is your responsibility to
protect it." The two women
leaders condemned such fab-
rication of truth.

Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad Central Command
Council yesterday at a meet-
ing condemned factual dis-
tortions presented during
the same news. The meeting
presided over by Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury said, the BTV

news had distorted the his- |

tory of the Liberation War by
saying that Major Ziaur Rah-
man had led the Sector 11
during the war while Colonel
Taher, Bir Uttam, had led
that sector.

Brother of Col Taher,
Waresat Hossain Belal, Bir
Pratik, also condemned the
BTV news saying that Ziaur
Rahman was unduly credited
as the Commander of Sector
11,
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Police obstructing a procession

Transmission Line at a cost of
Tk 296 crore, Gas Field Eval-
uation and Development Pro-
ject (Revised) at a cost of Tk
499 crore and Kailashtila LPG
Storage, Bottling and Distri-
bution

Two er projects to be
undertaken by the LGRD
Ministry also got the ECNEC
approval. These are Rural In- .
fraltrut:;urnl Dﬂelupmrint
Project-7 covering greater

, Pabna and Bogra

districts at a cost of Tk 349
crore including aid of
Tk 315 crore the Cy-
clone Rehabilitation Project
covering the entire coastal
area at a cost of 101 crore
including project aid of
64 crore.
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SAF games
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with the Maldives at 4:30 pm
local time. Radio Bangladesh
will broadcast the running
commentary of the game.

Silver medalist Bangladesh
Kabadi team will play a vital
match against Pakistan at
8:15 at the Nehru Park
Sports Complex.

' RESULTS

Table tennis result: In the
men's team events Bangla-
desh lost 1-3 seis against
Pakistan this mo at the
Santhome Hi Second
School Mﬂitﬂ!%lllm. | i

Mosaddequl Huq Rochi
beat his Pakistani rival Asim
Asiz by 21-19, 21-18 in the
first set. But they were elimi-
nated from the event after
losing the last 3 sets,

Basketball: Pakistan beat

59-41 in the bas-

ketball tie at the Jayalalitha

Indoor Sporis Complex to-
day. according to BSS.

Pakistan led the first half
29-21. Bangladeshsput up a
good fight against the much
superior Pakistan team.

If Bangladesh can beat Sri
Lanka in their encounter
against them tomorrow they
stand a chance of winning a

bronze in the competition.

Kabaddi: India humbled
Bangladesh 32-9 in the

the city during hartal hours yesterday.

Shibir enfofces -hartalt
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quarters and in Mymensingh
town to protest the death of

three of its activists at the
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity in Mymensingh on
December 16 in a gunfight
with a rival student body.
Shops along the main
roads and in shopping com-
plexes remained closed while
a large number of rickshaws
were seen plying on the

roads since morning. Pickets

flattened tyres and damaged
rickshaws in Farmgate, Mo-
hakhali, Gulistan and Kataban
areas. At least a few dozen
motor vehicles were also
damaged.

Anti-hartal activists
backed by Ganatantrik Chha-
tra Oikya and Muktijoddha
Chhatra Command chased a
Shibir on which was
going towards the National
Press Club to hold a rally at
about 8 am. A number of
bombs blasts and gunshot
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tween, intervened and lobbed
at least 23 rounds of tear gas
shells and fired a few rubber
bullets to disperse the rival
groups. :

There were also chase and
counter-chase at Jatrabari,

Paltan., Baitul Mukarram,

~Farmgate and Moghbazar ar-

€as.
At Jatrabari, activists in a

Shibir procession damaged a

number of buses standing on

roadside.

the Ittefaq Crossing, wit-
nesses said. N

Female students of Dhaka
University brought out an
anti-Shibir procession from
The DU campus and paraded
upto the Jatiya Press Club
around 10:30 am.

Pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal, Awami League
backed Chhatra League also
brought out separate proces-
sions and held rallies de-

' nouncing the Shibir's hartal.

Shibir also held a rally
near the Paltan crossing at
around 12 noon. Addressing
the rally Shibir president
Rafiqul Islam Khan de-
manded immediate arrest of
those involved in the killings
on BAU campus.

Our Staff Correspondent
reported from Chittagong
that normal life was partially
disrupted in the port city due
to half-day hartal which was
marked by chase and
counter-chase between the
activists of Shibir and JCD at
Kadamteli amid bomb blasts.

Shibir also held a rally at
Anderkilla crossing

brought out a procession.

. month and on

Agents clash in
front of

passport office
By DMCH Correspondent

At least five persons were
injured during an armed
clash reportedly between two
groups of agents in front of
office at Eskaton
in the city yesterday after-

Of the injured. two per-
sons identified as Rafiqul Is-

30, were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH). Both of them re-
cetved bullet wounds in their

At least ten rounds of gun-
shots were fired and several
crackers blasted during the
clash which lasted for about

half an hour from around
2:30pm, witneases said.

The cause of the armed
fight could not be known
immediately. None was ar-
rested in this connection,

Ramna police sajd.

Kidnapped
businessman

rescued

SATKHIRA, Dec 20: Police
in a hunt in the Sundarbans
on Tuesday night rescued a
businessman held to ransom
by gunmen, reports UNB.

They arrested four kid-
nappers along with three
guns and 15 bullets from

Duglar Char in Shyamnagar
‘thana in the midnight swoop
on the captors’ hideout.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided the hideout and res-
cued Waziur Rahman, the
owner of a Shrimp project,
after an entounter with the
miscreants who had de-
manded Tk 50.000 from the
victim,

Abdul Majid, Amir Ali, Ab-
dur Razzak and Hazrat Al
were nabbed and one double-
barrel gun, a countrymade

gun and a pipegun along with |

15 rounds of ammunition
were seized from them, po-

!_Ilt.':e said.

CEC.: Polls date
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paramilitary BDR would
launch a combing operation
today.

Asked about the number of
arms surrendered voluntarily
at the directive of the Home
Ministry. he simply said the
number was not ‘noteworthy’.

He recalled that a large
number of arms were sur-
rendered voluntarily as all
the political parties had

' reached a consensus on the

election issues in 1991. The

. case was, however, not the
| same this time, he added.

About voters' list and vot-

| ers' identity cards, EC Secre-

tary Irshadul Haq said print-

"1 | ing of those were delayed due
., to the current unrest in the

country. The job would be
completed by the end of this
priority basis
ID cards would be distributed
among the voters in munici-
pal areas by January, he

 hoped.

"It's a continuous process.
The newly introduced ID
card system will remain ap-
plicable in future for trans-
parent elections," he said.
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to SAARC charter

ISLAMABAD. Dec 20: Pakistan has demanded amend-
ment o the charter of South Asian Association for

MM.MWMEMH
said at a press conference here today. The SAARC charter

should be amended as requested by the majority of the
SAARC countries. he said, reports Xinhua.

Daewoo to install 17500
digital phone lines

Korean Daewoeo Corpora-
tion and Bangladesh Rural
Telecom Authority (BRTA)
hawve a comntract to in-
stall and operate 17 500 dig-
tal telephone lines in the
country, reports UNB.

Ground breaking cere-
mony for the preject was
held in Keraniganj on Tues-
day. Daewoo Corporation. the
third largest <company in
South Korea, will install the
lines under a BOT (build, op-
erate and transfer) contract

Home Secy
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is planning nuclear lests,
saying the subject lay outside
his ministerial brief.

He will meet British im-
migration control officials
and drug enforcement offi-
cers in the sub-continent and
sit-in on immigration appli-
cants' interviews as well as
taking part in high level dis-
cussions with the govern-
ment of all three countries.

He sald he expected
questions from local authori-
ties about the upcoming asy-
lum and immigration bill
which has sparked contro-

Pakistan and India, from
which all asylum applications

would be assumed to be bo-

gus.
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most of the private and gov-
ernment buildings in the
city, but Civic Committee

sources said those were re-

moved by police and ruling
activists this

- Mayor Mohiuddin yester-,
day distributed one hundred

black flags from a rally to

ward commissioners and

representatives. During to-
day's inaugural function at the
terminal building, hundreds
of supporters of the ruling
party gathered on the road
outside the railway station

and they changed slogans

welcoming the arrival of Be-
gum Zia to the port city.
Besides, people from all
strata of life thronged in both
the sides of the roads
stretching from the railway
station to Agrabad commer-
cial area to see the Prime
Minister, who also laid the
foundation stone,K of World
Trade Centre to, be built by

Chittagong Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry.

The foundation
function was ]
held at 11 am today, but it
was shifted to 3 pm due to

’ PM's arrival was de-

layed, she at first ina
after 3 pm and then attended
the foundation laying cere-

mony at Agrabad.

laying
ad to be

for the BRTA.

Officials said the invest-
ment from the indus-
trialised country came follow-
ing the recent visit of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
to Seoul, where she invited
the Korean entrepreneurs to
invest in Bangladesh

The Korean glant is pro-
viding the project at a cost of
23 million US dollars and
modern telephone services
for the rural telecom service,
to be installed at the thana
level.

Under the project. 10
telephone exchanges will be
set up in thanas like Kerani-

ganj. Dohar, Nawabganj.
Palash and Dhamrai within
August 1996,

The installation of the
17,500 digital lines is the
initial phase of Daewoo Cor-
poration’s plan for invest-
ment in Bangladesh's tele-
com sector. the company's
project manager Kwang-O
Kim told UNB after the sign-
ing of the contract.

From ga#
employment. foreign invest-
ment and increased export.”

Referring to the govern-
ment steps to develop Chit-
tagong. the Prime Minister
said a multifaceted develop-
ment plan had been under-
taken for the port city.

The Chittagong Stock Ex-
change has already started

trading in stocks success-
fully, the airport has been
upgraded to an international
one by introducing fights to
Middle-east and a new rail-
way terminal inaugurated,
she said. -

The function was also ad-
dressed by Communications

' Minister Oli Ahmed, PFish-

eries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah al Noman, Chairman
of Chittagong Stock Ex-
change Amir Kashru Mah-
meood Chowdhury, CCCI Pres-
ident Sarwar Jamal Nizam
and Senjor Vice President
Jafrul Islam Chowdhury.

+ Ex-MPs, CCCI effice-bear-
ers and Directors, local busi-
nessmen, industrialists and
elite of the port city were
present on the occasion.

The trade centre will have
two towers facing each other
and housing a trade promo-
tional centre and a three-star
hotel.

The full array of facilities
which will be available at the
complex include two base-,
ment floors for car parking,
temporary and permanent
display centres, shopping
malls, pools and gardens, su-
perior conference halls of in-
ternational standard, finan-
cial institutions like bank, in-
surance cos, leasing cos,
pother government enter-
prises, NGOs etc.
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