GUWAHATI, India, Dec 19:
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Body recovered
By DMCH Correspondent

Body of an unidentified
man was recovered from
Juar Sahara residential area
near airport last night by the
Cantonment Police.

The body was recovered
with marks of stab injury in
almost every part of his body.
However, the right side of
the lower part bors severe

said an unnatural

ICS calls half-day -

hartal today
By Staff Correspondent

Islami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS), the student wing of
Jamaat-e-Islami, called a half-
day hartal in six divisional
headquarters and in My-
mensingh town today to
protest the recent killings on
the Bangladesh - Agriculture
University (BAU) campus.

The hartal call was given
as part of a series of pro-
grammes announced by ICS
a press conference
in the city on Monday. Its

programmes also include a

E

Three students were
killed and at least 50 others

thers,

Commission Secretary Md Ir-
shadul Hag, Home Secretary
Syed Rezaul Hayat, Inspector
General of Police ASM Shah-
jahan, Director General of
BDR Maj Gen Ejaj Ahmed

, DG of Ansar and
VDP Maj Gen MA Kabir
Talukder attended the

meeting.
Taramon

encounters with the Pak-
istani occupation forces. She
was also actively involved in
intelligence service for the
FFs.

Begum Zia was moved to
have learnt that Taramon had
been from Tubercu-

losis, and instructed authori-
ties concerned instantly for

treatment of the vet-
eran freedom fighter.

She will now undergo
treatment at the Combined
Military Hospital in Dhaka
and the government will bear
the entire expenses of her
medicare.

Zia also announced
a grant of Tk 25,000 for
Taramon from the Prime
Minister's Welfare Fund. She
further committed that she
would provide ooling ex-
" penditure of Tt.fgnhumnl two
children— a son and a daugh-

Prime Minister's office. She
narrated to the Prime Minis-
ter the episode of her direct
pnrﬂdplﬁonmthellbunthn

During the 25-minute
meet, the Prime Minister
wanted to know how Tara-
mon took part in the war,
how she fought in the
warfleld and other battle ex-

"Your are our pride. As a
woman you had played a
valiant role for the
dence of our muth:rllnd.
The nation will remember
you forever and your name
will be written in our libera-
tion war history with due
honour.” the Prime Minister

Strike paralyses Assam:
Over 1000 arrested

capital Guwahat! was cut off
by the strike, railway officials
said.

Police sald some more
than 1,000 demonstrators
were arrested in different
parts of northern Assam in-
cluding two deputies in the
state assembly.

Police used batons to
break up demonstrations in
several towns, slightly injur-
ing at least a dozen people,
witnesses said.

The strike was called by
the ASSU to force the gov-
ernment to include more
than 500 villages along In-
dia’'s frontier with Bhutan in a
Bodoland autonomous council
set up as part of an agree-
ment between Bodo groups
and the authorities twe years
A0

Agrani Bank
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Abdur Rahim, 28, Kohinoor,
27, and Mobarck Hossain, 32.
They were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical Hospi-
tal (DMCH), medical sources
said.

The trouble began when
the pro-BNP factions of the
employees attacked their ri-
vals who were distributing a
handbill, according to the
persons who visited the in-

jJured employees in the

Meanwhile. the Employ-
ees Welfare Association of the
bank has filed a case with the
Motijheel thana.

Opposition

From Page 1

In a related development,’

igformal contact between the
Opposition and the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC])
has already been reported in
the press.

Leaders of Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami confirmed it to this cor-
respondent that lists of prob-
able nominees of their re-
spective parties have almost
been completed. "We are
preparing in case there is an
understanding,” said one
source.

Sources in Awami League
confided on condition of
anonymity that the party got
three names of probable can-
didates from each con-

Sources in the Jatiya Party
said that over 200 nomina-
tions were in the process of
being finalised and that the
party would field candidate in
all the constituencies if it
participates in the polls.

Jamaat sources said that
they were "more or less
ready in finalising the list of
candidates.” “We will be able
to announce the list in a days’
notice.”

Asked if there was a pos- |

sibility of an electoral alliance
among the parties in agita-
tion now, they said the
chance was bleak.

The major opposition par
ties -- Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami —
have been agitating for the
last 20-months for holding
elections under a non-party
caretaker administration.

Foreign Ministry
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ence room of the Foreign
Ministry usually every Sunday
since early this year.

The briefings were given
by senior officials, normally
director general of a desk
concerned or the DG of Ex-
ternal Publicity. The foreign
secretary almost as a matter
of convention met the press
at least twice a month. The
foreign minister also was
present at one of the weekly

briefings.

Normally, the name of the

person replying to questions
at the briefing was not to be

mentioned and the informa-
tion was attributed to a
spokesman of the -Foreign
Ministry.

Foreign Ministry officials
could not give any reason for
the abrupt discontinuation of
the briefings.

Some sources, on condi-
tion of anonymity, said it was
done at the instruction of
the Prime Minister's office
after reports appeared in the
press, based on a regular
briefing, that thousands of il-
legal Bangladeshis were wait-
ing in the jungles of Thailand
to enter Malaysia for jobs. No
briefing was held since then.

As of the Prime
Minister's office, when asked
if the were st
at the instruction of the PM's
office, said he had no knowl-
edge about the matter.

Previously, a F Min-

istry official of the level of
DG used to work at the Prime
Minister's office to liaise with
the Foreign Ministry. Pre-
sently the post is lying va-
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$18.5m ADB fund
for cement plant

MANILA. Dec 19: The Asi-
an Development Bank said
today it would lend 18.5 mil-
lion dollars to Islam Cement
Lid and invest a further four
milllon dollars in equity in
the firm. which is to build
the country’'s largest cement
plant, reports AFP,

The funds would be used
lo set up a new, 600,000-
tonne capacity cement plant
worth 90 million dollars in
Sylhet district, the Philip-
pines-based bank said.

It said the project would
reduce Bangladesh's depen-
dence on imported cement,
now running at about B0 per
cent. The country's cement
industry is currently domi-
nated by the public sector,
the bank said.

Motijheel digital
exchange opens

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said yesterday
that the government had de-
cided to involve the private
sector in telecommunication
for its expansion and making
it competitive, reports UNB.

Inaugurating a 20,000-line
Motijheel Digital Telephone
Exchange at Ramna Tele-
phone Bhaban in the city she
said two private companies
have been given licence to
install and operate digital
exchanges in thanas.

Two other companies
have received licence to
provide cellular mobile tele-
phones and paging services.
Private entrepreneurs have
already installed cellular
telephones and paging ser-
vices in Dhaka and are going
to start similar services in
Chittagong, she said.

the Motijheel exchange is.
part of a 150,000-line digital
telephone project which was
entirely financed with inter-
nal resources.

The Prime Minister said it
will be possible to commis-
sion more than one lakh
telephones by February next
by the T &T Board alone leav-
ing aside the private sector,

SAF Games
From Page )
national champion of
Bangladesh Mosaddequl Haq
13-
21 defeat to Anup Basak of
India. Anup needed only six
minutes in the first game and
nine minutes in the second.

Despite a good start,
Bangladesh national number
one Saidul Hague Saadi mis-
erably lost the third set to
Indian Arjun Dutta 18-21,
13-21.

In the first game, Saadi
dominated 17-14 at one
stage but conceded defeat in
a eight-minute battle. After
losing the first game, Saadi
failed to put up any resis-
tance in the second game
and conceded defeat in five
minutes.

COMDECA
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ceremony of the 5-day long
second Asia-Pacific Commu-
nity Development Camp
(COMDECA) at Taltali-Mali-
para-Tulatali {Ta-Ma-Tu} vil-
lages in Amtali thana of Bar-
guna district.

The women was identified
as Taznehar Begum, 25, but
the child could not be identi-
fied.

Meanwhile, at least 20
persons were injured when
the tin-roof of the Taltali Col-
lege collapsed during the in-
augural ceremony.

Local sources said prices
of the essentials such as fish,
meat, edible oil, salt, and
milk have gone up three to
five-fold. ;

More than one lakh
Participants are taking part
in the special Jamboree.

The operational activities
of Bangladesh Coast Guard
(BCG) began here yesterday
with the aim of ensuring

Prime Hinllter Begum
Khaleda Zia formally inaugu-
rated the operational activi-
ties of the newly formed
Bangladesh Coast Guard by
handing over two patrol ships
of Bangladesh Navy to BCG
here at Paglaghat.

Speaking at the inaugural
function on the bank of the
river Buriganga at Pagla, the
Prime Minister hoped the
members of the Bangladesh
Coast Guard would play a
significant role in protecting
the huge resources spread
over the vast maritime area.
Proper equipment, she said,

would be to enable
the coast guard to perform
its duties.

Zia said the coast
guard would be strengthened
through the proper utilisa-
tion of the country's limited
resources.

She thanked the members
of the navy for playing a pi-
oneering role in starting the
operational activities of the
coast guard with twe ships,
CGS Touhid and CGS Pabna.

The Bangladesh Coast
Guard was formed as a
paramilitary force under the
Ministry of Home Affairs with
the assent of the President
on December 12 last year.

The headquarters of the
BCG has been established at
Dhaka with zonal offices at
Chittagong and Khulna and
21 check points in different
parts of the country.

loan defaulter,
says Salman
By Staff Correspondent

President of the Federa-
tion of B Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Salman F Rahman
yesterday said he is not fac-
ing any embargo from the
Election Commmission in par-
ticipating in the forthcoming
election, but he will not con-
test in # unless all parties
join it

"T am not a bank loan de-
faulter. | made it clear to the
EC and the Bank."
He pointed out at the press
conference in the city where
he launched the Samriddha

Andoilon.

He. however, said Bangla-
desh is the countries
having lower level of bad
loans. "When the government
is so serious about defaulters,
why is it sparing the public
sector defaulters?”

Mlmstry for privatisation

From Page
with pdvntlutinn ln evi-
dently politicians see privati-
sation as a vote losing propo-
sition," said Landell-Mills.

He was speaking on "The
Unfinished Reform Agenda:
Myths and Realities”, organ-
ised by the American-

h Economic Forum
(ABEF) at a city hotel and
chaired by the organisation’s
president Forrest Cookson.

Landell-Mills observed
that privatisation was a "top
priority” task and suggested
creation of a new ministry for
privatisation, to be headed by
a senior cabinet member
with a clear mandate and
firm targets to achieve,

"The government has

Hartal observed
in Khulna

KHULNA. Dec 19: A half-
day hartal called by Jubo
League and Chhatra League
was observed in the metro-
politan city today protesting
the killing of Jubo League
leader Amirul Islam Bablu,
reports UNB.

Bablu was kidnapped and
shot dead by his political rival
last Saturday.

Several bombs were ex-
ploded at different areas of
the town during the hartal
hours. No major incident was
reported.

All modes of vehicles were
off the road. Business houses,
banks and private office re-
mained closed. Mills in Khal-
ishpur industrial area, how-
ever, operated normally.

WTC in Ctg
From Page 1
Sarwar Jamal Nizam said "we

e planning to build this
World Trade Centre under a
joint venture move in a bid to
ensure smooth completion
of work.”

We have already received
offers of joint venture from
some foreign comgpanies to
build the trade centre here,”
Nizam said.

After the completion of
the trade centre, the office of

the CCCI will be shifted
there.
The plan for setting up

such a centre was taken up
by the CCCI about four years
ago in view of the commer-
cial importance of the city.

CCCI has already got an

allotment of two bighas of
land for the centre aimed at
pfomoting trade and invest-
ments,

Meanwhile, a South Ko-
rean company provided con-
sultancy service free of cost
to build the trade centre,
chamber sources aa.id

New pressure group
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leadership in finding a “way
out of the on-going political
crisis has led us to form this
front, which would play the
role of a watchdog and create
a platform for the silent
people who want to protest
the failures of the politi-
cians,” Convener of the An-
dolan, Salman Rahman, said
at a press conference in the
city.

The Andolan initially in-
volves some 1000 business-
men and professionals of all
political affiliations, Rahman
said adding," it has no rela-
tionship with the FBCCL."

A number of businessmen
including Harun-ur-Rashid,
Shahjahan Md A Rahman, MA
Chowdhury, Nazibur Rahman,
Md Yunus, J Hasan and a BNP
leader Khurshid Ali Mollah.

"Our initial task will be
make people register pro-
tests against the paliticll

1 leadership and
-1Immedtlt:mh1ﬂnnhymd

ing letters to newspapers,”
said referring to a
having a formatted
printed letter which would
be circulated across the
country to create awareness.

'Mmunu-ybdm#tuln

of us. We have a duty to save
the country. We shall not sit
back and watch the disaster

of the country, which could
have had made a better
progress if the political lead-
ership was better. This plat-
form has got nothing to do
with the election,” he noted.

The leaflet addressing the
people said that because of
the failure of the political
leadership of Bangladesh, the
country has failed to tap its
vast resources since inde-
pendence.

It said that Bangladesh
was exposed to tough compe-
tition in the global market
and required dynamic lead-
ership who would properly
stress on the economic de-
velopment of the country in
such a context. Therefore,
the country needed a stable
socio-political condition.

"We can not remain silent
during a national disaster. If
the silent people unitedly
voice their . the po-
litical Iﬂden have I'.n listen
to that,” out.

aihnm F Rahman told the
conference that he will not
participate in the general

elections unless the polls

were "fully contested.”

stated that it intends to pro-
gressively privatise the SOEs
(State-owned enterprises)
and NCBs (Nationalised Co-
mmercial Banks), but over
the past five years only 12
enterprises have actually
been transferred to private
hands represemting 5 per
cent of SOEs and only 0.01
per cent of their total
turnover.” he said.

The WB mission chief ob-
served that the politiclans
should make the people
more aware of the
"unbearable” cost of the SOEs
and the inefficiencies that
adversely affect the taxpayers
and the electorate.

He said the interests of
the taxpayers and the country
were sacrificed to maintain a
relatively small number of
jobs in the SOEs, each job
costing 57 thousand taka,
representing a substantial di-
version of public revenue
without any addition to the
exchequer.

He dispelled the con-
tention that through privati-
sation, state assets would be
sold at give-away prices to
few rich individuals say-
ing,"this eventually can be
avoided by widening share
ownership through workers
buy-outs, more share flota-
tions and general strengthen-
ing of regulation of the stock
exchange.”

On the critics' argument
that the private sector Is un-

.imports

able to absorb the SOEs he

said, "it is true that foreign
investors are required to
complement local business-

men in taking over these en- |
terprise.” “The foreign busi-

nesspartner is needed not
only to bring in capital, but
more importantly, technical
and managerial expertise and
access to markets.”

Noting that 'trickle down
growth’ has not been given
much of a chance, he argued,
"Modest growth in per capita
income is trickling down."
"Over the past five years rural
real incomes have grown by
3.8 per cent per annum. One
million jobs have been cre-
ated for young women in the
garments industry. These are
striking examples of growth
trickling down.”

He refuted the contention
that measures more directly
targeted to benefit the poor-
est families, as pioneered by
Grameen Bank through mi-
cro-credit, would be more ef-
fective in reducing poverty. "l
believe this is an oversimpli-
fication of how development
takes place." he added.

He suggested speedy low-
ering of tariff. "The resis-
tance to lowering tariffs and
liberalising trade is that it
should be done on reciprocal
basis as far as India is con-
cerned. Bangladesh should
keep out the flood of Indian
until India allows in
Bangladeshi goods.”

KINSHASA. Dec 19: A Zairean passenger aircraft with
lﬂﬁpmplcunhuudcruhedinmrthcthuﬁy
officials said Mmlaﬁpnupiembmrd lndllflr‘
as we know there were only five survivors,” said an official

at the transport ministry who wouild not be named. reports
Revter
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The Communists looked un-
likely to have a majority in
the chamber but one-third of
the places appeared within

their grasp
"Let us wait and see.” a

Communist party spokesman
said. declining to make any
predictions.

Prime Minister Viktor Ch-
ernomyrdin’'s centre-right
Our Home is Russia bloc had
won only nine seats in the
single-mandate race so far,
with just 46 of the 225 con-
stituencies left to be counted
It had just 9.6 per cent of
votes on the party list.

Yeltsin and Chernomyrdin
were expected to discuss the
election outcome and its im-
plications at a meeting which
they began at the Barvikha
Sanatorium outside Moscow
where the President is re-
covering from a mild heart
attack.

The communists' strong
showing raised the prospect
of personnel changes being
forced in the government,
although Yeltsin has said he
does not want to sack Cher-
nomyrdin.

The party list and the sin-
gle-seat constituencies each
fill 225 of the places in the
Duma.

Ultra-nationalists Viadimir
Zhirinovsky's Liberal Demo-

BSRS

From Page 1|
which are listed with the
Dhaka Stock Exchange Lim-
ited.

The board of directors of
BSRS in its meeting held on
Monday under the chairman-
ship of ANM Eusuf, Principal
Secretary. Prime Minister's
office and chairman, BSRS
Board of Directors, approved
the floatation of the first
BSRS mutual fund and in-
structed to complete all the
formalities immediately for
publi¢ offering during this fi-
nancial year, BSRS said here
yesterday.

Russian elections

cratic Party was second on
the party list with 10.9 per
cent. Chernomyrdin's Our
Home is Russia bloc was
third with 9.6 and the liberal
Yabloko group was fourth
with 7.6 per cent. The
biggest disappointment for
Russia’'s embattled democrats
was the showing of the re-
formist Democratic Choice of
Russia led by former acting
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar,
his group slid to 4.4 per cegl
today. behind the centre-left
Women of Russia

4 more ferres
run aground

MANIKGANJ. Dec 19 The
persisting traffic jam at the
Aricha-Daulatdia and Nagar-
bari ghats deteriorated for-
ther during the last 24 hours
till 6 pm today as four ferries
ran aground in the mid
stream of the river Jamuna,

s UNB.
% sources said about
2.486 goods-trucks, 500
coaches with a huge, amount
of perishable items and about
25000 passengers remained

stranded

Delhi's 'no’

From Page 1

cial meeting on the occasion
of the 10th anniversary of
SAARC stressed that 'political
will' was imperative for reali-
sation of the 'historic’' SAFTA.

The foreign ministers also
directed the Committee on
Economic Cooperation to
constitute a group of experts
with the mandate to examine

action required to establish
SAFTA.

The expert group consist-
ing of officials and represen-
tatives from research bodies
and industry should make
concrete and detailed rec-
ommendations.

Briefing newsmen on the
decisions taken at the meet-
ing. Pranab Mu said

the decision to have a SAFTA

would be a 'turning point' in
the history of SAARC,
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