= o w———— EE . e

s e ———

.[ Inside, Today
Article
The West and the
US Must Meet
Their O tions
to the Thi

World
by Md Asadullah

Khan
! Page 4

International

Budget dispute: US

DSE MARKET

DSE price index 836,95 (+0.44%)
Market capital Tk 536469 ¢r
Transactions in volume 245158
Transactions in value Tk 4.8 cr

Supplement

Today's issue of The
Duily Sher contains a
2-page supplement
on World Trade
Centre
Pages 6&7
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SAFTA pr()posal endorsed

NEW DELHI, Dec 19: India
today firmly rejected the
demand by some SAARC
countries to allow con-
tentious bilateral issues to be
raised in this regional forum,
report PTI, BSS.

Briefing newsmen on the
outcome of the special ses-
sion of the SAARC foreign
ministers, Indian External
Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said, India did not
see any reason for amending
the SAARC charter to allow
bilateral issues to be raised.

Mukherjee said the SAARC
charter had deliberately kept
out bilateral issues from the
purview of SAARC to ensure
that the SAARC leaders were
not bogged down while tak-
ing steps for regional cooper-

Delhl s 'no' to raising
bllateral ISssues

Hc also said that India did
not favour Bangladesh's pro-
posal for setting up a 'SAARC
conciliation group' to help
member countries resolve
their bilateral disputes.

"Any artificial mechanism
cannot be effective In finding

Editerial on Page 4

a solution to bilateral issues
unless the parties to the dis-
pute agree to settle it," he
said.

Mukherjee said there was
no concrete suggestion by
any SAARC country for amen-
ding the SAARC charter but
the issue of keeping out bi-
lateral issues came up in
general during the meeting.

He said bilateral issues

should be resolved 1::llatnr:ra11},|r
and 'l den't find any reason to
change the SAARC charter.’

Asked if he had any dis-
cussions on outstanding bi-
lateral issues including shar-
ing of water resources with
his Bangladesh counterpart
Mukherjee said, 'when we
met informally we discussed
general issues not water or
any other particular issue.”

Meanwhile the SAARC to-
day endorsed an Indian pro-
posal and decided to create a
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) preferably by the
turn of the century but before
2005 AD.

The SAARC foreign minis-
ters while taking this deci-
sion at the end of their spe-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Foundation of
WTC in Ctg to

be laid today
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Dec 19:
The stage is set for laying the
foundation stone of the World
Trade Centre at Agrabad
Commercial area tomorrow.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will attend the
foundation laying ceremony
as chief guest, officials said.
The World Trade Centre
to be built by the Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI), will be the
first of its kind in the country
under a private initiative.
Chamber sources said a

16-storied building would be
constructed at an estimated

cost of Taka 20 crore to

house the trade centre. [t
will have permanent display
cernitres and facilities for in-
ternational conference and
local trade fairs.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, president of the CCCI

See Page 12 Col 4
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Bangladesh earn 2 silvers, 1 bronze

Nepal bag first SAF Games gold

MADRAS, Dec 19: Bang-
ladesh earned two silver and
a bronze medal on the

opening day of the second-

SAF Games judo competition
that began at the I[IT Stadium
her today reports UNB,

The two silver medals for
Bangladesh were won by
Aminul Islam in 71 Kgs and
Nagendra Roy in 55 Kgs. Ab-
dus Salam finished third in
60 Kgs to lift the bronze.

The Nepalese team have
the honour of winning the
Games first gold medal in
judo with Bir Bahadur Rana
clinching the top slot in 71
Kgs.

Nepal won their second
gold through Ramesh Kumar
Basnet in 60 Kgs. Indian ju-
doka Arun Kumar took the
silver of the event.

Host India bagged the
day’s remaining judo gold in
55 Kgs thmugh Manoj Kumar

while Balagedarage Helton of
Sri Lanka took the bronze.
"~ Bangladesh also lost 45-
137 to hosts India in the
basketball competition.

India led the first half
El 25

Meanwhile. in kabaddi
event Bangladesh beat. Sri
Lanka 18-10.

In table tennis, Bangla-
desh team conceded a
straight 0-3 sets defeat to
holders India in the men's
team event this morning at
the Santhome HS School au-
ditorium.

Bangladesh side narrowly
escaped elimination from the
events after reaching the
venue just five minutes bcfun:
the start of the game.

In the men's team events,
Subraminam Rehman of India
beat Nasimul Hassan Kochi of
Bangladesh 21-15, 21-13
points in the first set.
Rehman took ten minutes in
the first game and seven
minutes in the second
with Kochi always trailing by
a good margin.

In the second set, former

See Page 12 Col 3
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia formally conferred 'Bir Pratik’ title on valiant
freedom fighter Taramon Bibi at PM's office yesterday.

— PID pheto

PM decorates
Taramon

Taramon Bibi, an unsung
liberation war veteran, was
yesterday invested with 'Bir
Protik’ award for her heroic

. role in the freedom fight. re-

ports UNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia decorated the
valiant woman with the gal-
lantry award at a ceremony at
the PM office in the after-
noon and said 'you are our
pride.’

The Prime Minister also
handed over to Bibi Tk
25,000 from the Muktijod-
dha Kalyan Trust in aid of the
ailing freedom fighter.

One of the only two
women to have been
honoured with Bir Protik,

+ Taramon Bibi, when just a

teenager, fought in the War of
uhﬂ'ﬁmn member of the
' I in+the Roumari
area of "Kuri district, un-
See Page 12 Col 1
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Drive to recover ﬂlegal
arms from tomorrow

A combined countrywide
drive to recover illegal firear-
ms and ammunition will be
launched tomorrow under
the supervision of Election
Commission to ensure a con-
genial atmosphere for the
upcoming parliamentary
election, reports UNB.

The decision was taken
yesterday at a joint meeting
of the Home Ministry and the
law enforcing agencies with
Chief Election Commissioner
Justice AKM Sadeque in the
chair.

The meeting reviewed the
country's overall law and
nrdr_r situation and took sev-

sions to recover the
firearms and arrest
their manufacturers, carriers
andusers. - - -

It discussed the measures
in detail to arrest the mis-

creants and the actions to be
taken against fugitives, wan-
ted criminals, troublemakers,
terrorists and extortionists.

The meeting was told that
the Law and Order Coordina-
tion Cell of e Election
Commission would supervise
the nationwide drive every-
day, said an EC press release.

It said Army, BDR and
Ansar would assist the police
to conduct the drive while
magistrates, law enforcing
agencies and all concerned in
district level would coordi-
nate, implement and monitor
the overall activities with
other forces.

The CEC at the meeting
directed the authorities con-
cerned to take instant action
against the manufacturers,
carriers and users of the ille-

Se¢ Page 12 Col 1

WB favours
for privatisation

By Staff Correspondent

World Bank (WB) mission
chief in Dhaka Pierre Lan-

dell-Mills said yesterday that

losing proposition.
"As the election ap-
proaches, we do not hear any

political parties in Bangla- political party proclaiming
Page 3 desh consider pushing for- their intention to push ahead
- ward privatisation as a vote See Page 12 Col 4
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2 drown, 15
missing as
trawlers sink

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 19: A
woman and a child drowned
and 15 others. were feared
missing as two overloaded
trawlers sank in the river
Paira near Latakata of Barguna
district yesterday afternoon.

. More than 600 passengers
were on board the trawlers,
who were going to Taltali to
participate in the inaugural

See Page 12 Col 3

Shibir activists

£0 on rampage
By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 vehicles were
damaged when activists in an
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
procession went on rampage
at Purana Paltan area in the
city yesterday evening.

Shibir, the students front
of Jamaat-e-Islami had brou-
ght out a militant procession
from the north gate of the
Baitul Mokarram mosque
after the Magreb prayer to
drum support for the half-day
hartal called by it today to
protest the recent killings on
the BAUcampus.

BSRS to float
mutual fund

Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha (BSRS) will float its
first mutual fund amounting
Tk 5 crore comprising
shares of 20 renowned com-
panies and debentures of
three well-established com-
panies to augment liquidity in
the share market and
broaden the base of invest-
ment, reports BSS.

The shares and debenture
of the mutual fund will be
formed with companies

See Page 12 Col 7

5 hurt as Agrani
Bank employees

clash in city
By DMCH Correspondent

At least five persons were
injured during a clash be-
tween two groups of employ-
ees at the Agrani Bank head
office at Motijheel in the city
yesterday.

The pro-BNP and pro-
Awami League groups of the
employees reportedly cla-
shed at around 11:30 am.
according to sources.

Of the injured, three em-

ployees were identified as
See Page 12 Col 2

Russian parliamentary polls
Communists heading

for a big win

MOSCOW, Dec 19 Com-
munists stormed towards a
big victory in Russia's parlia-
mentary election today as re-
sults showed they could se-
cure a third of the 450 seats
in the Lower House, reports
Reuter.

In a new blow to President
Boris Yeltsin and the re-
formists, the Central Elec-
toral Commission said Com-
munist Party candidates had
won 45 of the 179 single-seat
constituencies declared so

far in Sunday's election to the
State Duma (Lower House).

The Communists also led
on the separate party list,
which counts votes cast for
each party rather than for in-
dividuals in local races II
had 22 3 per cent of the total
vole so far, more than twice
the support of ultra-national-
ists in second place.

The allocation of seats is
hard to predict under the
complex voting procedure

See Page 12 Col 7
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Good news for
Star Fashion '96
Participants

The last date for entry has
now been extended fto
December 30, 1995.

1 without

Foreign Ministry stops briefing i

Access to information
becomes difficult

By Staff Correspondent

Regular press briefing by
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs has been discontinued
for nearly three months
any reason,

This has created difficul-
ties for journalists to-cover
news concerning the Foreign
Ministry, giving rise to

':peculaunnl in the absence

of proper access to accurate !

information. _
The weekly briefing hel-

ped cover different aspects of

the country's foreign policy
and also activities of the

Foreign Ministry.
As a routine, weekly brief-
ing was held at the confer-

See Page 12 Col 2

Opposition keeps
ready for polls,
in case of

understanding
By Mizan Ali

The three major opposi-
tion political parties have
started "preliminary prepara-
tion” to finalise lists of nomi-
nees for the forthcoming
general election. top ranking
leaders of the parties dis-
closed here yesterday.

Leaders of Awami
Jatlya Party and Jamaat-e-ls-
lami while talking to The
Daily Star opined that they
had to take preparation for
the general election as it is
due early next year. They said
election is part of the demo-
cratic process and they are
taking preparation for the
polls and want it to be held
under a *retlku

governmerne
See Page'12 Col 2

New political
pressure
group formed

By Staff Correspondent

President of Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) Salman F
Rahman yesterday declared
the formation of Samriddha
Bangladesh Andolan (Pros-
perous Bangladesh Move-
ment) which, he said, would
be 'a political pressure group'

"The failure of the political
See Page 12 Col 3
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