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PM hands over

two ships today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will formally
hand over two Navy ships to

the Bangladesh Coast Guard

today for beginning its activi-
ties in the coastal areas. Be-
Zia will hand over the
ships at a simple ceremony at
3:30 pm at Pagla jetty in
Narayanganj, reports UNB.
L L] L]
18 die in Chinese
gas explosion
SHANGHAI, Dec 18: Eigh-
teen miners were killed and
one injured in a gas explosion
in northeastern China's Sh-
. andong province Thursday, a
newspaper reported today.
The Xinmin Evening News
said the cause of the accident
at Laiwu Xinzuang coal mine
was being investigated re-
ports AFFP.

No B{New) (Oild
the wacation of the
Court Division of the

Bangladesh Supreme Court,
an official handout said last-

night, reports BSS.

Two killed in
road accidents

SIRAJGAN.J, Dec 18: Two
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FMs 'agree at Delhi meet

Intra-SAARC political
tensions should go

NEW DELHI, Dec 1B: The
seven-nation SAARC today
entered its second decade
with a stirring call by Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao
to tackle "head on® the
scourge of poverty and en-
hance intra-region trade
manifold, even as it remained
divided on keeping out bilat-
eral contentious issues at the
regional forum, reports PTI.

Rao; who is the current
SAARC chairman, in his inau-
gural address at the 10th
anniversary of the SAARC,
said the benefit of liberalisa-
tion of economies of the
SAARC countries should
reach their entire population
so that South ‘Asia did not
remain a 'backwater in a
swiftly changing world.

The anniversary celebra-

tions were marked by a spe-
cial session of the SAARC for-
eign minister who vowed to
remove poverty from the face
of South Asia by 2002 and to
take steps for creation of a
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA).

Dhaka puts
forward
8 proposals

NEW DELHI, Dec 18: Ban-
gladesh today reaffirmed its
commitment to the objec-
tives and principles of the
SAARC charter and to pursue
regional cooperation in iden-
tified fields, particularly
eradication of poverty and

See Page 12 Col 3

The foreign ministers
were unanimous that 'narrow
prejudices’ and tensions in
intra-SAARC political rela-
tions should be removed to
raise the regional coopera-
tion in South Asia to a higher
plane.

India, Bangladesh, Pak-
istan, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Nepal comprise
the SAARC which is home to
over one billion people,

India said it was a
‘eminently wise decision' to
disallow raising of bilateral
issues at the regional forum
[ailing which progress in
econoniic; social and techni-
cal cooperation could have
been weighed down.

Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Maldives took an _opposite

See Page 12 Col 8
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia handing over COMDECA flag to a scout leader at the

.....
e

inaugural ceremony of the Second Asia Pacific Community Development Camp
(COMDECA) at Amtali in Barguna district yesterday .

3500 from 14 countries
join second COMDECA

BARGUNA, Dec 18: The
Prime Minister opened a
special jamboree of scouts of
the Asia-Pacific region here
today, with a call Tor using
the initiative, hardwork and
sense of discipline of the
youths in social uplift for a
better future, reports UNB.

"It will also play a
supportive role in alleviation
of poverty. establishment of
world peace, promotion of
fraternity worldwide and en-
suring a prosperous future ”
Begum Khaleda Zia said,

highlighting the Bangladesh
Scouls’ increased involve-
ment in social service.

About 3,500 scouts, rovers
and scout leaders from as
many as 14 Asia-Pacific coun-
iries are participating in the
five-day Second Asia-Pacific
Community Development
Camp (COMDECA) at Ta-Ma-
Tu (Taltali, Malipara and Tu-
latali villages) in Amtali thana
of this southern coastal dis-
trict.

COMDECA signifies a

See Page 12 Col 7
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“Cabinet okays

changes in
WASA ordn '63

Star Report

The cabinet yesterday ap-
proved the proposal for
amendment 1o the WASA
Ordinance 1963 for provid-
ing greater autonomy to the
agency regarding its adminis-
tration, billing and collection.

The approval, pending for
the last three years, will also

See Page 12 Col 6

Stabbed DU
teacher fights

for life

By DMCH Correspondent

The condition of Nobam
Ahmed, a Dhaka University
teacher stabbed Sunday
night, was critical at the In-
tensive Care Unit (ICU) of the

See Page 12 Col 2

MADRAS, Dec 18: The
seventh South Asian Federa-
tion Games (SAF]. the biggest
sports carnival ol the region,
opened amidst cheers
and f[estivity here at the
Jawharlal Nehru Stadium to-
day.

Indian Prime Minister PV
Narashima Rao declared the
games open at 4-30 pm.

The seventh edition of the
regional extravaganza involv-
ing seven member nations of
the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
[SAARC) caught the imagina-
tion of the 40.000 audience
sogn as the Indian PM ut-
tered, "I declare the seventh
SAF Games open,” amidst
deafening roar.

The official declaration
was followed by three shots
from a tiny cannon placed
beside the northern gate of
the fabulous venue. And sud-
denly when a chopper,
hovering over the stadium

O directive

"Transfer DCs,
SPs, TNOs, OCs
posted in same
place for 3 yrs

The Election Commission
[EC) ordered immediate
transfer of all DCs, SPs, TNOs
and OCs posted in the same
place for more than three
years, reports UNB.

It requested authorities
concerned to implement at
once the directives for
transferring the Deputy
Commissioners, Superinten-
dents of Police, Thana Nir-
bahi Officers and Officers-in-
Charge.

The commission said yes-
terday it took the measure to
ensure the holding of parlia-
ment election,; rescheduled
for February 7. in a free. fair

See Page 12 Col 6
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The sacred flame, placed
in front of the northern gate,
was ignited by ace Indian vol-

- leyball player Remana Rao,

who was crowned with the
highest Indian awards — Ar-

juna and Urona Charya — as a

player and coach, respec-

Earlier, Leo, the mascot of
the Games, led the way for
the official march past of the
seven SAARC member coun-
tries.

Bangladesh. being enjoyed
the alphabetical privilege,

were the first to step into the

ground with a lady, donned
in light green saree, carrying
the placard of the land of
rivers.

Atiqur Rahman, country's
ace shooter who won the
gold in Commenwealth
Games, led the strong 217-
member Bangladesh contin-
gent.

But what caught the audi-

See Page 12 Col 4

Mop-up after Dec 20 planned_

Not a single weapon
deposited so for

Star Report

The government is plan-
ning an intense drive to mop
up operation immediately

. after the deadline for the vol-

untary surrender of illegal
arms expires on December
20, highly-placed official
sources said yesterday.

The latest more is being
contemplated because of the
poor response to the gov-
ernment offer to deposit all
illegal weapons with the
nearest police station.

According to pelice offi-
cials, not a single illegal
weapon has been deposited
voluntarily with any of the 15

. police stations in the city till

yesterday.

A senior official of the
Home Ministry said that a
meeting will be held later
this week to chart a special
programme to haul the
weapons in a short period of
time.

The modus operandi of
the operation has not been
finalised, a number of officials
interviewed by The Daily Star
said.

The government has cou-
ple of plans for the proposed
drive in its hand which would
be reviewed and a final plan
would be decided at the

* Sed Page 12 Col 1
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15 ferries

MANIKGANJ. Dec 1B8:
Ferry services in Aricha-Na-
garbari and Aricha-Daulatdia
routes further deteriorated as
ferries were frequently run-
ning aground at the entry
point of the main channel of
Jamuna near Aricha ghat, re-
parts UNB. i

Official sources said the si-
tuation worsened due to
quick loss of navigability and
emergence of shoals in the
river.

They said about 300 night
coaches with 15,000 passen-
gers and 2,150 goods laden
trucks remained stranded at
Aricha, Nagarbari and Daulat-
dia ghats,

The sources said 15 fer-
ries ran aground In last 24
hours till 6 pm today. The
ferries were salvaged after
several hours.

They said ferry Shah Ali, I
| carrying 20 coaches with

Insha-Allah
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1,500 passengers stuck up at
Protappur; 1 km downstream
of Nagarbari ferry ghat. at
about 11 pm on Sunday. It
was salvaged after 12 hours at
about 11 am today.

Meanwhile, the ferry ser-
vices were snapped for about
three hours from 10 am to-
day as the Nagarbari bound
Bhasha Shaheed Barkat Ali,
carrying 20 coaches with

stuck up in Jamuna

2,000 passengers clogged up
at the entry point of the
newly introduced channel.

Mohammad Ali. DGM
[Commerce-Aricha) of
Bangladesh [nland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA),
said most of the ferries were
running aground as they
veered off the channel while
taking turn at the entry point
of the narrow channel near
Aricha ghat.

Opposition's
barricade,

hartal

programme

The mainstream Opposi-
tion locked in movement for
caretaker government
terday announced a fresh agi-
tation programme,

‘road, rail and waterways bar-
ricade’ on December 30, and
a 48-hour countrywide hartal
on January 3-4, reports UNB,

The 10-day programme of
Awami League also includes*
three days of mass contact
from December 26-28, rallies
and demonstirations across
the country on Dec 29 and
torch processions on January
2, said a party press release.

Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami also took up almost
similar programmes. '

Meanwhile, a meeting to
the liaison committee of the
three Opposition parties was
held last night at the resi-
dence of Awami League
leader Abdus Samad Azad.

PM firm not to
resign till

crisis ends
By Nazmul Ashraf

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is firm not to re-
sign unless the lingering po-
litical crisis is resolved
through dialogue with the
Opposition. -

Begum Zia conveyed her
firmness to some of her cabi+
net colleagues after the
weekly cabinet meeting yes-
terday at the Bangabhaban, an
influential minister said.

The minister, who pre-
ferred anonymity, told The
Daily Star the PM was un-
happy that the current back-
stage parleys between the
ruling party and the opposi-
tion parties no result
till now.

The min

-

leader shot
dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

A local Jubo League leader
was shot dead in Darus Salam
area of Mirpur in thé city late
Sunday night.

Mosharrof Hossain alias
Joni, 35, Vice-President of
Jubo League unit of Ward Neo
12 was first stabbed and then

See Page 12 Col 1
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