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the Dhaka Stadium on the Victory Day.

15 more killed in

Afghan fighting

KABUL, Dec 17: Rebel
- rocketing and shelling killed
at least 15 people in the
Afghan capital Kabul at the
weekend as a powerful oppo-
sition warlord was reported
to be massing troops at a
strategic northern town, re-
ports Reuter.

Government sources said
more than 30 other people
were also wounded by the at-
tacks blamed on Taliban Is-
lamic militia besieging the
city and seeking to topple
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani.

Twelve people were killed
and 15 wounded by today's
rocketing on the blue
mosque near the presidential
palace and other residential
areas, official Kabul Radio
said.

Three people were killed
and 17 wounded on Saturday
night when Taliban fired 48
rockets into the city, said the

broadcast monitored in Is-

lamabad.
Witnesses in Kabul said
some rockets fired today

Voterul:q jgttatiﬁn

and the,
cers are working as mﬂltrl
tion officers in their respec-
tive areas to facilitate the un-
registered voters to enlist
their names.

The EC sought  coopera-
tion of the local political
leaders and the social work-
ers to help the voters regis-
ter their names.

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission has asked the
Home Ministry and Deputy
Commissioners to suspend
issuing licence of all kinds of
firearms from now on till
completion of the general

x !i%c directive has been

given in the interest of
maintaining law and order si-
tuation, conducive to holding
free and fair polls, said and
Election Commission press
release.

Feroz S
From Page
alities of life.

Feroz Shain reached out to
these young men and his
songs along with Azam Khan,
Lucky Akhand and Ferdous
Wahid gave birth to a new

genre.

Feroz Shain AKM Feroz
Alam was born in Nilphamari,
the work place of his father
Dr. Abdul Wahed.

His debut in the television
was in 1972 and in radio in
1977. His first record came
out in 1972.

As a member of cultural
~delegation, Feroz Shain vis-
ited many countries.

He was an assistant direc-
tor of the Shilpakala

Feroz left behind his par-
ents, wife and three chil-
dren, besides a host of fans,
friends, relatives and well
wishers.

. His first namaz-e-janaza
was held on Saturday at his
Pallabi residence and the
second one at the Shilpakala

He I:I! buried at the
graveyard close to the Mar-

tyred Intellectuals Memorial

at A

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia, State Min-
ister for Cultural Affairs Prof
Jahanara and Awami

Sheikh Hl.dnl.

besides many
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ing at 11 am today at the

landed in the ldentill
palace, but th-ere was no offi-
cial comment.

A defence source
said several thousand fighters
of northern warlord General
Abdul Rashid "Dostum had
moved into Khenjan town

over the past week causing
concern to the government.

Quoting intelligence re- |

ports, he said the fighters
had come with tanks, ar-
moured vehicles and heavy

artillery.

"We have no idea of what
their intentions are, said the
source, who did not wish to
be named. "But we are con-
cerned about the build-up.”

Travellers moving through
the region confirmed seeing

large numbers of fighters and
equipment in Khenjan, which
lies across the northern en-
trance to the Salang Pass,
one of Afghanistan's most
strategically important geo-
graphical features.

Organised network
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of them to take to prn'titu-
tion, reveals a recent study by
Prof Zarina Rahman Khan and
Prof Helaluddin Khan Arfeen
of the Dhaka University.
Women pushed out of vil-
lages through a social process
are exposed to work places
which are vulnerable to phys-
ical exploitation. The un-
skilled women who enter the
cities looking for jobs start
earning a living by becoming
a domestic maid or go for
construction work. From
these places they get hooked

. up with the networks operat-

ing in this business, the study
noted.

Agents of these networks
fescue the girls', in various
ways, when they are picked
up by the law enforcing agen-
cies courts, said a police offi-
cial.

Again the policies framed
for the development of
women do not have the
mechanism to check the
growth of this business, so-
cial researchers say.

Police is found to control
the activities in the brothels
directly as well as through

.the bariwalas (owners of the

houses)] managers. agents,
said some residents of

‘Narayanganj town.

The .bariwalas and the

managers are known to have
political connections and

links with a section of law
enforcing agency personnel,
wealthy and influential busi-
nessmen in the localities

Scouts' jamboree

From Page 1
During the jamboree, the
scouts will work hand in
hand with the local people in
various social

and welfare-oriented activi- |

ties. :

Australia, Indonesia, Ja-
pan, India, Nepal Pakistan,
the Maldives, the Philip-
pines, Switzerland, Korea
and Thailand have already
sent their consent to join
the COMDECA.

World Scout officials and
leaders, Felix Li Tai
Ho, Kim Kyu Y John
Liem Beng Kiat, Abdullah
Rashed, Narayan Parajuli,

Prof Leeil-Choul, Gazanfar |

Mashkoor and Dr Tomomichi
Goke, will attend the Mon--

day-Friday meet.
Radio

Bangladesh will.

Mt'n-hmrﬂn~m
gramme everyday from Ta-
matu during the jamboree.
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Victory Day
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late President Ziaur Rahman.

Awami league chief Sheikh
Hasina also placed wreaths at
the mausoleum.

Muktijuddho and Swedhi-
natar Rajat Jayonti Parishad
organised a huge victory pro-
cession in the capital which
was led by Sheikh Hasina.

The procession ended at
the Suhrawardy Uddyan
where Hasina laid the founda-
tion stone of the Bijoy
Stambho (victory mon .

The day's attraction was a
march past by some 1400
children and juvenile at the
National Stadium number—1.

The PM attended the im-
pressive march past and took
salute.

President Biswas and Be-
gum Biswas hosted a recep-
tion at the Bangabhaban in
the evening.

In Chittagong, people
from all walks of life stood in
their respective plates to
mark the surrendering cer-
emony of the Pakistani sol-
diers.

Besides. different political
and cultural organisations
"dlso observed the day In a be--
fitting manner.

Heavy turnout in
Russian polls

MOSCOW (Russia), Dec 17:
Heavy turnout was reported
today as voters across Russia

went to the polls in parlia-
mentary elections tipped to
favour the resurgent Com-
munist Party and nationalist
groups, reports AFP.

In snow-covered Moscow,

voters converged on polling
booths despite a flu epide-
mic, as soon as they opened
at 8:00 am (0500 GMT).
" By the time polls opened
in Moscow, participation had
already reached the 25-per
cent minimum barrier in four
Far-Eastern regions which
are 10 time zones ahead of
the capital. and also in the
Buryat region in the south-
east.

In the Primoriye. region,
on the Pacific coast, turnout
reached 35.4 per cent after
six hours of voting, ITAR-
Tass news agency reported.

Across Russia, polls were
to stay open from 8:00 am to
10:00 pm local time.

The national turmout rate
was to be announced by the
electoral commission in
Moscow at around 4:00 pm
(1300 GMT) and the first es-
timates of the results at

around midnight (2100
GMT) .
The election is sha

‘up into a battle between di-

vided liberal forces and the
government party 'Our home
is Russia' against the increas-

ingly popular Communist
Party. which wants to reverse
tough free market reforms
and recreate — voluntarily —
th: Soviet Union.

2 killed in city
By DMCH Correspondent

Mhaﬂtwpmm

killed in different incidents

to police, Khur--

shid was shot near 671/4
Khilgaon, and sent to the

Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) where he suc-

radic blasts of fire
crackers to mark the 25th

anniversary of the Victory Day
also left at least 12 persons

injured on Saturday.

Victory Day

Awami League brought out a colourful procession in the city Saturday to mark the 25th

— Star photo

WASHINGTON, Dec
Their budget talks a.grnunl:l.
President Clinton and Repub-
licans traded accusations but
no new offers yesterday as
the second government
shutdown in a month left
tourists staring forlornly at
padlocked federal museums
and parks, reports AP.

In a sign that the standoff
might take some time to
solve, Democrats trying to
craft a new proposal they
could unite behind found
themselves divided.

A day after bargainers an-
grily stalked out of three-
week-old negotiations over
Balancing the budget by
2002. the rhetoric. if any-
thing, edged up a notch.

"I am not going to let
them hurt our children,”
Clinton said during his
weekly radio address, vowing
to hold fast against proposed
Republican cuts in health,
education and waste-cleanup

programmes.

"He can stop that garbage
he's been spewing on his ra-
dio programme and every-
thing else," fumed Senate
Republican Majority Bob
Dole, a Republican, when
asked what Clinton could do
to restart negotiations.

Though the words fell on
deaf ears, Clinton urged Re-
publicans to pass legislation
halting the pre-holiday shut-
down and to return to the
table. He met with congres-
sional Democrats at the Blair
House, across the street from
the White House, to try to
traft a unified strategy as his
press secretary issued a
warning.

"Whether the government
will open tomorrow depends
on whether the Republicans
will come back to the table.”
said White House spokesman

JCD, Shibir clash 1n
Jhenidah: 8 hurt

JHENIDAH, Dec 17: Eight
people including- three po-
licemen were seriously in-
jured in a clash between sup-
porters of two student groups
at Kotchandpur thana head-
quarters today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash
erupted between the activists
of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir when the latter was
holding a rally at Kotchand-
pur town in the afternoon to
protest Saturday's killing of
Shibir activists in the Agri-
cultural University.

Police fired blankshots to
disperse the feuding groups
who used sticks, stones and
crackers during the clash.

Three of the injured were
identified as Shibir activists.
Two injured JCD supporters,
Rabin and Tufan, and police
constables Hashem, Masud
and Afzal were admitted to
I{ntchandpur Health Com-

| New US govt shutdown
hkely to linger

Mike McCurry during a break
in the session.

Democrats laboured to
craft a new budget-balancing
proposal but found them-
selves at odds. Among other
things, participants said
Clinton was resisting pleas
from many lawmakers that he
drop or severely pare his

proposed tax cut.
Democrats were also di-
vided over what other

changes to make. Some want
to back a plan whose seven-
year balanced budget has
spending cuts falling mostly
between those proposed by
Clinton and the Republicans.

Others want to back a
proposal with gentler cuts.
Both plans lack any tax re-
ductions.

Democrats planned to
continue their effort to agree
on a new package today.

10 injured in
Ctg clash

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 17: At
least 10 persons were in-
jured during a clash this
evening between two local
groups over sharing illegal
toll money at Chandanpura
under Kotwali area, policy
said.

Two of the injured per-
sons were admitted into
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital.

The groups freely ex-
changed cocktails for half an
hour from B pm and fled

~away when police came, wit-

nesses said.

Overbridge at
Jatrabari likely

The construction of over-
bridge at Jatrabari could be
taken up in view of the delay
in constructing a fly-over
there, a meeting was told
here yesterday, reports BSS.

The third meeting of the
task force for the improve-
ment of Greater Dhaka trans-
portation system was told
that under a crash pro-
gramme, overbridges near
Ananda cinema hall and
Shamoly cinema hall and the
extension of Farmgate over-
bridge were completed,
Overbridge at Shanir Akhra is
under construction.

The meeting held at the
committee room of the NEC
building of the Planning
Commission was chaired by
State Minister for Planning
Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan.

It discussed the short,
medium and long-term pro-
gramme suggested by the two
working groups constituted
under the task force. The re-
ports of the two working
groups and the Immediate
action programme (crash

programme) under imple-

'fﬂ'&ntntinn were also re-

Consular section of
US embassy to
remain closed

The consular section of
the American Embassy here
will remain closed as a num-
ber of its officers has been
furloughed.

The Embassy will be un-
able to accept applications
for visas, passports or trans-
portation letters until further
notice. But the visas will be
jssued only in cases of ex-
treme medical emergency,
said a USIS press release yes-
terday.

It sald emergency services
for US citizens in Bangladesh
will remain available.

The library and student
counselling services at the
United States Information
Service (USIS) office in
Motijheel will be closed until
further notice.

The USAID Library in the
Embassy building in Barid-
hara and the US Commercial
library in Jiban Bima Bhaban
in Motijheel will also be
closed to the public until an

appropriation bill is signed.
Two touchstone
Shivalingas

recovered
By Staff Carrespondent
Two Shivalingas worth Tk
30 lakh were recovered, one

from Tekerhat in Madaripur
and the other from Jhigatala

.in the city. by a special team

of the CID police recently, a
press release said here yes-
terday.

Acting on a tip, the CID
team on December 14 recov-
ered a Shivalinga made of
touchstone weighing 75 kgs
from Tekerhat and nabbed
two persons in this connec-
tion.

Acting on their confes-
sions, a CID team recovered
another Shivalinga, also made
of touchstone weighing one
and half kgs from a house at
Jhigatala.

Shivalinga is a statue sa-
cred to Hindu women.

In a primary investigation
it was founded that the ar-
rested persons were involved
in smuggling archaeologically

precious articles outside the-

country.

BNP nomination
seeker dead

K M Faruque, a candidate

for BNP ticket for contesting
the coming general elections

from Jatiya Sangsad seat Sh-
erpur-3, died of heart ail-
ments at Suhrawardy Hospi-
tal here yesterday morning.
He was 43, reports BSS.

Faruque came to Dhaka
recently for the interview for
BNP nomination.

He was rushed to Shu-
rawardy Hospital immediately
after he felt pain in his chest
Saturday night.

Faruque was a member of
the Sherpur district BNP ex-
‘acutive committee,

Garments. Orders drop drastically

ﬁm.memthutngu
by 2004.

India, which enjoys the-
mm‘hﬂmdunk
“age. is now in a position to’
make quick delivery of ap-
parels. But for Bangladesh,

ing a big gap.” .
Vice-Chairman of Export
Promotion Bureau Anisul Haq

C ury said, "The gquota
gﬁu:m'mm
and Pakistani gar- -

‘ments factories as they had’
‘their own fabrics as well as
more production capacity
which, under the quota sys-
tem, was kept limited.”
Entrepreneurs also ap-
prehend that if the political
impasse lingers, the fate of
Bangladesh would be like that
of Sri Lanka which lost its
booming business in gar-
ments because of its ethnic
and violence.
ﬂur business in garments

lttﬂhﬂltﬂm

“lrnnlctlly the same can
happen to us now if this
(political impasse) contin-
ues.”

Despite the bleak outlook,
the manufacturers
of t country have -

formed remarkably well in

the US market which absorbs
about 50 per cent of the
country's total garments ex-
ports. This is only due to the
innovative ways adopted by

’m -ndmupmu :::

strikes and port congestion,
he said.

During January-August
this year, 378.48 million
square meters (MSM) were
exported to USA Against
278.30 MSM in the corre-
sponding period last year.

Till December 4, perfor-
mance of US and Canadian

last year's, according to BG-
MEA statistics.

"We are the fac-
tories running during the
hartal ‘security money’
to mastans,” said Engl-
neer Abu Taher, former vice-
president of BOMEA.

"Thanks to our en-
trepreneurs’ Iinnovations
which somehow save the in-
dustry from a bog-down," said
Taher

"After long efforts, we
persuaded the government to
make the Chitiagong port
functional round the clock to
ease the congestion,” added
Taher.

The Midnight File

Serb parliament refuses to

endorse Dayton accord

JAHORINA. Dec 17: The Bosnian Serb parliament’ re-
fused today to endorse the Dayton peace accord, the Serb
Srma news agency reported, says AFP.

8 more killed in Kashmir
SRINAGAR. Dec 17 Eighg people, including four mili-

tants and three policemen. were killed in the strife-torn
Indian state of Kashmir while four militants were arrested

overnight. officials said today, reports AFP

APSU-Shibir clash

From Page |
and BDR intercepted and
Shibir activists left the cam-
pus at about | pm.

Police later
APSU leaders. including the
BAU unit president of Samaj-
tantrik Chhatra Front. Zahirul
Islam. Shibir claimed police
also picked up 12 of its lead-
ers. including its hospitalised
BAU unit general secretary
Masud. .

Hearing about the killings.
Shibir Members went on a
rampage in capital Dhaka and
damaged several vehicles in
Purana Paltan area Saturday
afternoon.

They also held a protest
rally at North Gate of Baitul
Mukarram Mosque. Speakers
at the rally held ruling BNF's
student wing, JCD, responsi-
bile for the killings.

Angry protests were also
reported from Chittagong.
Rajshahi. Khulna, Feni and
other towns.

Meanwhile, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Ganotantrik
Chhatra Oikya brought out
separate processions on the
Dhaka University campus yes

Night coach

From P
(passengers] tri
them.

Twelve of the injured, in-
cluding Rezaul Karim, 24,
and Babul, 30, were admitted
to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital and Puthia thana
Health Complex.

The body was sent to the
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital morgue for autopsy.
A case was filed with Puthia
thana.

Ctg WTC

From Page 1
16-storied building would be
constructed at gn estimated
cost of Taka 20 crore to
house the trade centre. It
will have permanent display
ecentres and facilities for in-
ternational conference and
local trade fairs, the sources
added.

Besides, the office of the
CCCl will be shifted there.
The plan for setting up such
a centre was taken up by the
CCCI about four years ago in
view of the commercial im-

of the city. CCCI al-
ready received allotment of
two bighas of land for the
center aimed at promoting
trade and investment.

A South Korean company
— Young Ones — provided
consultancy service, free nf
cost. to build the trade cen
tre, chamber sources said.

The Prime Minister is

tn resist

also scheduled to inaugurate -

the newly built terminal

building at the Chitlagong
railway station the same day,
officials said

HBFC
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state-run corporation charges
simple rates of interest on fts

lending.

The borrowers will also
get relief in paying instal-
ments as the refund time for
first payment was widened to
12 months from the date of
The time is

disbursement.
now only 2 months.
Moreover, the borrowers

who repay installments regu-
larly will get a 15 per cent

incentive which is now 10

per cent, according to the

new decisions.

Opposition

Bl From Page }

The Opposition which
postponed the Dec 17 and 18
programmes because of a de-
ferred election schedule will
now call for hartal and siege
on January 3 and 4, the re-
vised dates for filing nomina-
tion paper and scrutiny, UNB
quoting political sources said.

The three major parties
are also holding parleys with
smaller political parties to
launch a united movement to
press Prime Minister Begum
Zia to step down and pave
the way for formation of a
caretaker government.

The Election Commission
has deferred the election
schedule to February 7 from
January 18 to allow major po-
litical parties to reach a con-
sénsus on the question of
caretaker government.

BNP sources said some
senior ministers who are ne-

ting with the opposition
ad a meeting with the
Prime Minister at her office

yesterday afternoon.

arrested five

terday morning protesting
the ‘terrorist’ act of Shibir at
BAU Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front also brought out a pro-
cession and heid a rally in
front of Madhu's Canteen.

A joint namaz-e-janaza for
Monzur. Shawkat and Alaud-
din was held in front of My-
mensingh Medical Coliege
Hospital morgue Saturday
afternoon.

A separate namaz e-janaza
for Alauddin was held at
Baitul Mukarram Mosque
yesterday morning which was
led by Jamaat-e-islami Ameer
Ghulam Azam.

A BAU press release said
all the bodies were sent to
their respective homes after
a prayer at Zainul Abedin au-
ditortum of the BAU on Sat-
urday

Meanwhile, Jamaat Ameer
Golam Azam and Secretary
General Matiur Rahman
Nizami in a joint statement
yesterday condemned the
killings.

Accusing JCD of the
killings they demanded im-
mediate arrest and punish-
ment of the killers.

Jubo League

From Page 1|

Eye witnesses said that
some unidentified youths
kidnapped Bablu at gunpoint
while he was going to Rupsha
ferry ghat by motor cycle.

Khulna city Jubo
has called a half-day hartal
tomorrow protesting the
killing.

Later in the afternoon
Jubo League activists went on
a rampage at the Picture
Palace Square and the Dak-
bunglow Square exploding
bombs and hurling brickbats
incriminately. Four cars and
some shops were damaged.

Police resorted to lathi
charge and lobbed two tear
gas shells te quell the
protesters. None was injured.

Meanwhile, Awami League
blamed the ruling party ac-
tivists for the killing but the
ruling party denied the
charge.

Tension is prevailing in
the city.

New missions
From Page 1

Minister of Turkmenistan.

There is also a proposal to
open a mission in the Span-
ish capital, Madrid but no
significant progress has been
made till now. [t was |earnt
that the existing mission in
Dakar, Senegal may be closed
down to facilitate the open-
ing of the mission in Madrid.

Presently, Bangladesh
missions in Europe are lo-
cated at Belgium, France,
Germany, [taly, Poland, Rus-
sian Federation, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United
Kingdom. There are two As-
sistant High Commissions,
both in the UK — one in
Birmingham and the other
located in Manchester.

ALCWC meet
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tinue the practice of corrup-
tion and politicisation”, the
meeting said in a resolution.

The ALCWC alleged that
armed terrorists under the
shelter of those in power
were indulging in criminal
activities like murder and
mugging and blamed the gov-
ernment for its ‘'failure’ to
ensure security of life and
property. It demanded of the
government to recover illegal
arms immediately.

Slating the government's
'failure to arrest the price
hike' of essentials, the meet-
ing demanded steps to bring
down the prices within the
reach of the commonman.

In a political resolution,
the meeting said the Awami
League, along with other op-
position political parties, was

struggling for quite a long
time in demand for elections

under a caretaker govern-
ment so that people could
exercise their franchise
freely and fearlessly.

The meeting accused the
ruling party of peliticisation,
turning the voters' st into a
party voters list and misap-
propriating public money

It came down heavily on
the government of "
thousands of AL leaders and
workers and for attempt on
Sheikh Hasina's life by
resorting to firing and
explosion of bombs at her
rally on December 7 °

The meetling condoled
the death of some party lead
ers, workers and renowned
personalities recently



