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DID U'KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT in Pakistan the first

badminton courts were
hour glass shaped. This st
range shape in all probability
derived from a badminton
court in Karachi. The court
was situated in a hall which
was only marginally larger
than the court itself. Al the
centre of the hall, on either
side. were massive doors
which opened at the centre.

thirty years, both in the sub-
continent and in Britain,

were modelled on this one.
The first formal rules for
the game were published in
1877 in Karachi.The game
was known for sometime as
“poona” after the Indian
town. The English Badminton
Association wa= formed only

SPORTS TALK
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John Mc Enroe

‘superstar)

"I would like to be re-
membered as a great player ..,
though some people will talk

Acme Div 11
cricket

| sportsmen

cJudo (Dec 19-21),

Sports Reporter

Uttara Sporting Club, Ru-
pali Bank Sports Club and
Lalbagh Anwar cricket Eleven
won their respective matches
in the ongoing Acme Second
Division cricket league yes-
terday.

Uttara. beat Kathalbagan
Sporting Club by a big margin
of 75 rauns at the Mirpur
Outer Stadium while Rupali
Bank recorded a narrow one-
wicket victory over Uday-
achal Club at the Dhanmondi
Club ground. The other
match of the day between
Lalbagh Anwar ‘and Dhan-
‘mondi Progoti Sangha ended
in a tie as both teams'scored
156 in their stipulated 40
overs. But Lalbagh were de-
‘clared winners as they lost
less wickets than their
counterparts — eight against
nine.

Brief Scores

Uttara vs Kathalbagan

Uttara SC: 238 for 7 in 40

“overs (Mridul 60, Shafique
43, Nadeem 33, Mukhtar
31).

Kathalbagan SC: 163 in 40
overs (Babu 38, Riad 30, Razu
4/12)

Rupali Bank vs Udayachal

Udayachal Club: 145 in
36.2 overs (Baquee 28, Chan-
chal 20, Murma 4/35)

Rupali Bank SC: 148 for 9
in 39 overs Mustafiz 53 not

out, Shahnewaz 6/14)
. Lalbagh Anwar vs Dhan-
‘mondi Progoti

Dhanmondi Progoti: 156
for 9 on 40 overs (Habib 24,
Dipu 19, Shakil 19, Sumon

-2/18, Shafique 2/24).

Lalbagh Anwar SC: 156 for
8 in 40 overs (Shafique 40
not out, Zafar 23, Shams

2/26.Dipu 2/31)

Stndentl of city's different schools and institutions display their expertise at the WI‘I-
pecasion nfmuntrya 25th Victory Day on Dec 16.

The
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MADRAS, Dec 17:
seventh SAF Games,

[ b t sports extravaganza

of the seven SAARC nations,

gets underway at the Madras

Jawharlal Nehru Stadium,
UNB.

Indian Prime Minister PV

'Haraaimha Rao will declare

the 10-day meet open at 4:15
pm local time.

Some 1.075 athletes and
including 195
women will compete for the

: ! gold. of 129 events in 14
{Former American tennis |

sporting disciplines to be
held in 10 different venues in
and around the Madras city.
The 14 disciplines are:
Athletics (Dec 20-24). Bas-
ketball (Dec 19-21), Boxing
(Dec 20-26). Football [Dec
19-27). Hockey (Dec 19-23),
Kabaddi
(Dec 19-22), Shooting (Dec
19-26), Swimming (Dec 20-
24)., Table Tennis (Dec 19-
22), Tennis (Dec 19-23),
Volleyball (Dec 22-26),
Weightlifting (Dec 22-26)
and Wrestling (Dec 25-26)
Two disciplines — Kho-
Kho and Silambam — are also

rincluded in the meet as

dembhstration Games.

Alf “the athletes and’

sportsmen except the Indian
hockey team have already ar-
rived in the south Indian cap-
ital of Madras to participate
in the grand meet. The
Bangladesh team led by Ah-

bab Ahmed reached here

Saturday afternoon.

Hosts India, the leading

ormer in all the us
Games, will field the largest
squad of 264 members, fol-
lowed by Pakistan with 204,
Sri Lanka 217, Bangladesh
179, Nepal 151, the Maldives
48 and Bhutan 12.

Nearly 400 pressmen
from the seven South Asian
countries are now in Madras
to cover the SAF Games.

The South Indian port city
of Madras has been decorated
with flags, gates and games
mascot. Tight security mea-
sures have been adopted for

the Games and as well as for

furling

SAF fiesta begins today

the arrival of the Indian
Prime Minister in Madras.
Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu Dr J Javalalitha will re-
ceive the prime minister.
The mandatory part of the
opening ceremony will begin
at 4:18 pm with the march
past by the participating
teams led by Games' mascot
'‘Leo’ and continue till 5 pm.
__The march past will be

Iullownd by arrlval nf thc SAF
flag in the stadium. welcome
speech by IOA President, the
opening declaration by the
Indian Prime Minister, ugqr -, Lanka will

of SAF and other
flags. gun salute. release of
pigeons and balloons, show-
ering of flower petals from
helicopter and lighting of
games flames.

The next events will in-
clude Games' hymn song,
oath taking by the Indian
captain, departure of the
teams, presentation of me-
mento to the Prime Minister

and para-dropping.

A one-and-a-half-hour-long i ¢

cultural programme, one of
the main attractions of the
ceremony, will start at 5 pm.
Nearly 11,500 boys, girls
and performers will partici-
pate in the gallery display
and 15 cultural items.

Some 9000 school boys
and girls from Tamil Nadu
along with 2,500 performers
of 10 Indian states will pre-
sent cultural shows. The
game songs will be rendered

by renowned singers of
Madras and Bombay.
Anuradha Podwal, Kumar
Sanu and Alka Yagnik of
Bombay and Mano, Chitra.
Janaki and SP Balasubrama-
nian of Madras are expected
to participate in the cultural
programmes. Renowned
composer Sibir of Madras
will look after the music of
the ceremony. The ceremony
will be featured by grand fire
works. :

SAF Games soccer

mlmkans

. -
straight into
L ]
SCmis
MADRAS. Dec 17: Hosis
India and Sri Lanka have
found a direct berth in the
semifinals of the SAF Games
football championship begin-
ning at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium from Dec 19, re-
ports PTI.

With Pakistan pulling out
of the championship from

y Gréup A, beth India and Sri -

begin their cam-
paign from the semifinal
stage. Defending champions
Nepal, Bangladesh and Mal-
dives feature in Group-B of
the event to be played on a
cum-knock out basis.

Nepal, who have won the
title twice since the 1984
SAF Games in#Kathmandu,
play their opening match
against Maldives on Dec 19.
The final is slated for Dec 27.

FIXTURE

Dec 19: Nepal vs Maldives
(Group-B)

Dec 21: Maldives
Bangladesh (Group-EB}

Dec 23: Bangladesh vs
Nepal (Group-B)

India vs Sri Lanka (Group-
Al.

Dec 25: Semifinals — win-
ner of B vs runners-up of A
winner of A vs runners-up
ofB

Dec 27: Final.

Vs

Bosman kicks up a storm

BIRMINGHAM,
England, Dec
17: UEFA pre-
sident Lennart
Johansson said
soccer was "left
in a mess” by Friday's court
Shaheed Smriti
cricket
Sports Reporter

Gopibagh Friends Associa-

tion will take on Ajax Sport-

ing Club in the final of Sha-
heed Smriti Cricket tourna-

ment at the City Club ground,

Mirpur this morning.

In the first semifinal on
Saturday, Gopibagh defeated
Dhanmondi Club by nine
wickets,

Chasing a paltry 95 to win
in 45 overs, the Gopibagh
outfit reached their target in
the 25th over losing the
wicket of opener Imran

ruling that showed the red

most of you understand this

card to the sport's system of is an attack on football and

transfers and limits on
foreigners, reports Reuter.

A five-year legal fight by
Belgian player Jean-Marc
Bosman led to the European
Court of Justice in Luxem-
bourg ruling that current re-
strictions broke European
Union (EU) laws and that
soccer players were entitled
to the same freedom of
movement as other EU
workers.

It said the transfer sys-
tem, under which clubs can
charge money for their play-
ers even at the end of their
contracts, restricted this
freedom. '

Johansson, the Swedish
hedd of European soccer's
ruling body, said at a news
conference at the end of a
UEFA executive committee
meeting here: "the whole

thing will create a mess for
football.

" am glad to see that

" of Europe,

we have implications we can-
not forsee . It can mean that
we destroy the transfer sys-
tem we have had for 100
years.

"Today the players are an
asset on their clubs’' balance
sheets who have payed bil-
lions for. them. Tomorrow
they will not be assets."

As well as defining that an
out-of-contract player is free
to move from one EU state to
another, the Luxembourg de-
cision also means there are
ne longer restrictions on the
number of foreign players a
team can field in a domestic
match.

But such restrictions still
apply to matches in the Eu-
ropean Cup Champions
"league, the UEFA Cup and
Cup Winners' Cup.

Reaction around the rest
not to mention in-
side FIFA headquarters, was
generally less enthusiastic.

Parvez Ripon (13).

aduh Blmm
the

contingent for
ia International Airport prior to their departure

7th SAF

of Dhaka Stadium on the

tar photo by A K M Mohsin

off with
SAF organisers

From Al-Amin

MADRAS, Dec 17:
Bangladesh's German football
coach Otto Pfister has
severely criticised the Organ-
ising Committee of the
Madras SAF Games for not al-
lowing them any practice
since their arrival here on
Saturday afternoon.

"We have been virtually
imprisoned in the Sports Vil-
lage for 24 hours without any
practice”, said Pfister to the
press at the Nehru Stadium
press centre. While express-
ing his dissatisfaction Pfister
added, "It seems to me that
the authorities concerned are
nothing but a bunch of jokers.
For their imprudent attitude
we had to remain stranded in
the Sports Village for about
four hours after a long jour-
ney from Dhaka.

"Besides when we finally
got the green card, it came
to my utter surprise that al-
lotments for rooms have been
made in different buildings.”

Pfister further added that
some of his boys have com-
plained that they were, ;ru
ning out of water in th
rooms.

“I don't know whether the

IOA has anything in their
mind but I must say without
having practice for the last
24 hours, our preparations
have suffered a severe jolt."
However, when the local
press were filing their re-
ports at the main press cen-
tre at the Nehru Stadium,
Pfister and his boys were al-
lowed for a light practice
session under floodlights
around 7,30 pm local time.

Navana cricket
league Dec 20

Sports Reporter

Joint holders Moha-
mmedan Sporting Club will
take on promotees Agrani
Bank Sports Club in the inau-
gural match of the Navana
Premier Division Cricket
League which will begin at
the Dhaka Stadium on De-
cember 20.

Abahani Krira Chakra, the
other joint champions, will
face Dhaka Wanderers Club in
their opening match on the
following day at the same
VETIUE.

A total of twelve teams will
participate in the prestigious
league in two phases.The first
round of the league will be a
50 overs a side affair from
which top six teams will
qualify for the super league
while the remaining six will
join in the relegation league.

The two-day matches in
the super league will be an
eighty overs a side affair.

The following twelve tea-
ms are participating in the
Premier League: Moha-
mmedan SC, Abahani KC,

Kalabagan KC, Bangladesh
Biman, Victoria SC, Brothers

_Union, GMCC, Wari Club, Gul-

shan Youth Club, Eskaton SS,
Dhaka Wanderers Club and
Agrani Bank SC.,

Steffi skips
Aussie Open

BDHN Dec 17: World
number one Steffi Graf will
be unable to play in the Aus-
tralian Open next month
after undergoing an operation
for a chipped bone in her left
foot on Friday. her surgeon
said, reports Reuter.

"The patient wants to give
herself enough time over the
next few weeks to carry
through the rehabilitation
programme fully and without
suffering further physical
complaints,” Hartmut Krahl
of Essen's Alfred Krupp hos-
pital said in a statement.

Graf, 26, who has won the
Australian Open four times,

a similar operation on

right foot two years ago.

ADELAIDE. Dec

. 17: West Indies

suffered another

heavy blow to

_ their confiden

= ce in losing by a

. massive 121 runs against

Australia in a World Series

limited overs maitch today,
reports Reuter

Beaten convincingly in
| their previous two tour
| matches and weakened by

the absence of top batsman

Brian Lara, West Indies
limped to a paltry 121 for six
| without ever threatening to
challenge Australla's total of
242 for six.

The tourists badly out of
form, failed to recover from a
dismal top order collapse in a
match redhuced to 47 overs a
side because of early morning
rain at Adelaide Owal.

After 12 overs, West
Indies were floundering on
19 for four, with openers Sh-
erwin Campbell and Phil
Simmons, captain Richie
Richardson and Carl Hooper
already back in the pavilion.

From that point, the
tourists appeared to abandon
any thought of chasi the
target, opting iInstea to
merely occupy the crease in
what amounted to some se-
date batting practice.

It was a third successive
one-day loss for the West
indies, who are clearly suffer-
ing as a result of Lara's deci-
sion to stay at home.

They lost the opening
World Series match against
Sri Lanka by four wickets on
Friday, only three days after a
more humiliating defeat
against the inexperienced
Australian Cricket Academy
side_

Australian all-rounder and
man-of-the-match Mark
Waugh helped lift his side
with a rapid 53 from only 65

l
t
i
|
|
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Aussies abase Windies

balls after Richardson won
the toss
Waugh, promoted one

place in the order to replace
axed wveteran David Boon,
steadied the innings before
Michael Bevan and all-
rounder Shane Lee launched
a late assault

The New South Wales
teammates hammered 71
runs from the final seven
overs

Lee. making his debut for
Australia in a one-day inter
national, contributed 39 runs
from 27 balls before losing
his wicket in the last over of
the Innings.

Off-spinner Roger Harper,
the most eflective of the West
Indies bowlers, accounted for
Waugh in a four-wicket haul
at a cost of 46 runs from his
maximum 10 overs.

Australia fast bowler Craig

cDermott set the tone for
the West Indies reply by

dismissing Richardson and

Hooper cheaply in a superb
spell to finish with two for a

- M-0-m

Scoreboard of the World

Series limited-overs match
between Australia and West
Iindies at Adelaide Owal today:

AUSTRALIA
Taylor b Harper 47
Slater b Bishop 32
Waugh ¢ Hooper b Harper 53
Ponting st Browne b Harper 11
Law ¢ Hooper b Harper 13
Bevan not ot 32
Lee st Browne b Hooper 39
Healy not out 0
Extras fb-1. Ib-7 w-T 15
Tetal (for mx wickets. 47 overs) 242

Fall of wickets: 1-60; 2-

17%: 3-142; 4-166; 5-169; 6
232

Bowling ©O N R w
Ambrose 9 0 43 0
Walsh 10 1 46 0
Bishop A 0 33 I
Stmmons 2 a 17 0
Harper 10 0O 46 4 w-1)
Hooper 8 0 49
WEST INDIES

Adams ¢ Law b Lee 20
Harper not ot 3l
Prowne not out 11
Extras: (lh-2. w3 5

' 121
Fall of wickets: 1-8: 2- 16;
3-16; 4-17; 5-54; 6-97

Bowling O M R W
M Dermott 7 2 8 2
McGrath 5 1 13 1
Lee 7 0 20 1
Wame 7 1 22 0
M Waugh 10 0O 26 1
Law - 7 1 23 0
Bevan 3 0 7 0
Slater 1 1 0 0

Result: Australia won by
121 runs.

Man-of-the-match: Mark
Waugh (Australia)

Match reduced to 47
overs a side because of rain.

BRIEF H{ ORES

r IA!IELUI 140 in 46.2
overs (Hasan 65, Ehsan 28,
Sajal 2/18, R Hanif 2/25,
Salanddin 2/28).
BROTHERS UNION: 144
for 3 in 39.1 overs (A Hanif
WMM!MHM

h brllﬂan{ per-
formance with
the willow by
Pakistani bats-

man Abid Hanif
ped Brothers
Uninn E‘lub tn lift the

Shaheed Jewel-Mushtaq Me-
morial cricket trophy with a
convincing seven-wicket
victory over Wari Club in the
final held at the Dhanmondi
Cricket stadium on Saturday.

Hanif, who came to open
his team's chase of 141 runs
to win in 50 overs along with

‘auddin Ahmed Shovon,

Sports Reporter
runs off 107 ballF and re-
mained unbeaten till the first
delivery of the 40th over
when they cruised home with
seven wickets in hand.

Hanif's match-winning
knock included nine bound-
aries and a six and last but
not the least an unbeaten
fourth wicket partnership of
77 runs with his Zi-

was not out on 24.

After the loss of three top
orders — Bidyut (13), Sazzad
Ahmed Shipon (3) and Halim
Shah (12) — with the board
reading 67 in 23 overs, it was
a timely response by Hanif
and Shovon who faced 16.1
overs to score the required
77 runs.

Earlier. put in to bat, Wari

Club, the upset winners over
Victoria Sporting Club in the

semifinals. were booked in

46.2 overs with their score-

board on 140 ‘
Hasanuzzaman Hasan was

who

Hanif rises to occasion

the highest Wari scorer who
fired 65 runs off 122 ball
while M Z Ehsan added 28
runs to their account.

Pacer Sajal Chowdhury,
Rashed Hanif, the younger
brother of Abid Hanif, and
Mohammad Salauddin of
Brothers  Union got two

wickets apiece conceding 18,

25 and 28 runs respectively.
Abid Hanif was.

as man-of-the-match for his
unbeaten 77 runs. He receive
Taka 3,000 cash as prize
money.

The champions were re-
warded with Taka 10,000
while the runners up team
were richer by Taka 7.500.

Foster's fe .nﬂn

SHEFFIELD. Engl
17: Briton Mark Fuattr Broke
his own world short-course
record in the 50m butterfly
on Friday, with a time of
23.45 seconds, reports
Reuter.

Shahriar Bidyut, scored 77

Stadium on Saturday.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

Memorial cricket trophy from Suraya Khan (R), elder sister of
team's win over Wari Club by seven wickets in the final at the Dhanmondi Cricket

Brothers Union skipper Zlauddm Ahmed Shﬂ\rnn receives the Shahaed Jewel- Mushtaq

Jewel, after his
— Star photo
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