HABAD Dec 17; Pak-

nn Saturday that "

m.u;lur test conducted by <

Eﬂ India would «
md damage -

pmﬂferatmn efforts in thc
region. reports Reufer.

An Indian “nuclear test
would "cémstitute a serious
setback 46 non-preMferation
efforts in Sputh Asia.” said a

foreign office spokesman..

guoted by the. official news
agency APP.

"Tt"would jcﬂpﬂi‘dilt pcace
and stability in the region,"
he said in Pakistan's first of-
ficial reaction to a US news-
paper report that Delhi
might be preparing a test.

India dismissed the New

York Times Teport as “highly
speculative,” but dﬂ:l not deny
it out:ight.

The Pakistani spokesmian
saicl such a test conld harm
prospects of achieving a
Cnmprehensive Test Ban

dﬁanﬁnmt to concliide’
= cﬂmprcl‘wnﬂ‘rﬁ nuclﬂr"hat‘ dr t!.t:’i

bd.ii ireaty." he said.

7 “India exploded a nutﬂ-
Levice in 1974, but, like

‘istan, denies possessing nu-
clear weapons. US official
say th countries could
swiftly assemble nur:iear
weapons. L
Meanwhile, the, United
States, reacting to reports
that India could be preparing
a nuclear test, said on Friday
it would be a "Dramatic de-
parture” from Indian policy
and a setback to international

_disarmament eHorts. .

But The State Departn T= 18
‘cifing US policy regarding in-
telligemce maitters, d d
comment on a New  York
Times' report that New Delhi
could be- pmparlng a lest.

“mernts

é

it‘ mmﬂd
arture fromr
dia's own long-standing posi-

. s Hon against testing. Any such

tests would be a setback io
disarmament eflorts interna-
tignally.- disarmament efforts
which lndia itself has cham-
pioned.® & < -

countries, which this week |
signed a nuclear-free zone
treaty, are opposed to nu-
clear testing by  any power,
including India, senjor offi-
cial of the regional’ grouping
ASEAN said on Saturday.

Ajit Singh, secretary gen--
eral of the Association of
Southeast Asian = Nations
[ASEAN)+ made the gcom-

York T‘Iﬂ’h report New Delhi
could bﬁf‘ﬂft'panng a test.

Palestinians celebrate after Israeli troops withdrew from
the Wést- Bank town of Qalkilya, some 15 km from Tel
Aviv, on Saturday ending 28 years of occupation and
hﬁnqng.PnleatlmanHlf rule. — AFP/UNB phote

2 Algenan rebel leaders killed:

Twer leaders of Algeria’'s Muslim -rebellion have been
murdered by their own guerillas. the Algerian officfal news
agency APS said yesterday, Reuter reperts from Paris. |
Quul:ing from a report on Algerian stale- run,lelmu?csq,
the agency gave the names of the two lea.df:ra. an.Muhamad

Said and Abderrezek R::dja.m,. :
acommg

Colombia's justice ministgr regigned Saturday,
the third member of president Ernesto Samper's Cabinet
to step down in recent days, AP reports from Bojota.

The resignations were hpected as’ part of a Cabinet
shake-up just days after &' eongressional commission
exonerated Samper of allegations he took millions of dol-
lars from the Cali drug cartel to finance his 1994 election

Gunmen kill 10 in South Africa:
Gunmen killed. 10 people, ineluding a six-month-old
infant. in what appéared to be the latest round of political
_.ﬂmmmﬁ:—mnnzummprm M’-"rcpnnl
from Port
Wnumun-mmmmm-dm
Zuld nafionalist Inkatha which has *|
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Kiknadze had less serious
umhh* S

| killed and nine injured when a bus-{
Indltm ed, causing the fuel lead to
u:phdemmtnﬂh a newspaper reported on Saturday,
Reuter reports from Sao Paulo.

Fuﬂmd:.‘hnhﬂnmapcuidlhemdduﬂhap
mdmmﬁﬂﬁm;oﬂummnulmmw
of chickens on a miles {200 km) northwest of
Sao Paule. P ;

Militaney to be uprooted,
Mubarak tells House

CAIRO, Dec 17: Mdrﬂl- in the Majlis El-Shaab, or

a new parliament elected People's House., were m by |
in balloting marred by vie- . Mubarak's or. by
lence and allegations of fraud, pendents, t of whom
President Hosni Mubarak aligned th:muhum the
vowed on Salturday to uproot government. :
e - » The tion has @c-
"The recent . -Conspitacies cused Mu ak's National

Democratic Party of winning

— e —

trying to destroy our society,” Opening
he said. liament, Mubarak
“We should all’be a mighty the slection.

tlan
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Islamabad hands over’ Iﬂ militants to. Egypt

Pakistan continues ; hunt for |
clues of Nov 19 embassy blast

AI]{x} Du Pakistan
said oun _Salurchy it would
never be intimidated by Mus-

lim militant threats as it’

continued its hunt for clues
in the bombing of the Egyp-
Embassy in Islamabad
last month, reports Reuier.

' Pakistani Foreign Mimister
Ahmed Ali, in Cairo for talks’
with Egyptian officials. said
FPakistan had handed over 10
militants to Egypt and re-
ported cooperation in inves-*
tigations to reyveal the iden-

tity of those behind ﬂ]t‘

November 19 bombing. ey

"We have one suspect
th# bombing) and one d
body which s lying in’
morgue in Islamabad
Unffertunately we were

e

able to place a name of this~¢” three militant grouy

dead body." Ali told reporters
at a jojini news conierence
with his Emﬂan coynter-
part, Amr Moussa.

;The Pakistani ‘minister

said the two Lﬂuntri:s were
coeperaling to identily the

dead body . who is believed 1o
have Ltaken partin the suicide
car bomb attack.

Ali, who headed his coun-
ry's delcgatmn 10 a one day
meeti of ,the joint Egyp-
tian-Pakistani committee,
said that Pakistan had
handed over 1o Egypt 10 sus-
pucted "terrorists’ according
tay an extradition agrecment
signed ‘between the two

' CUUI&]ES‘&EH year.

evert formal extradition

., requests were put by Egypt.

Oul of those 11 requests, we
_hzﬂc already extradited 10.
One per we have not heen
able to ln-cale. he is missing,"
Ali said. '

The Jihad Gru one of
who
“claimed re sibility for the
embassy bombing that killed',

16 people. warned Pakistan ek

in a statement on Thursday

to stop cxtradm:ag aunp:ctzd '

"contain terrorisin,

.,Iuihlarns to Cairo or It wiould
‘carpy out attacks’ dp..,.’:lll'lﬁt Pak;t

istani intérests:;

"We nfmu‘ld ﬂ;rfats seri-
owtsly from ‘such organisa-
tions. But Pakistan is a coun-

‘try that has never been' in-

timidated by threats.' All
said. "We are for peace. toler-

“ ance, Islam, but we will not

tolerate” terrorism."

The Pakistani
said his counuy was open (o
any proposals by Egypt to
adding
that Cairo made no further
extradition demands sinr:f:
the embassy blast.

"Edvypt and olher Arab

countries hawe been com-
plaining that ‘Lht‘:ll‘ nationals |
\ﬂm took part inthe fighting

to, oust the former Soviet,
Untion ﬁm ' -

PLO police enter

QLQILIYA. Wesl Bank. Dec
\7: Dance, song ahd cheers
welcomed Palestinian police
into Qalqgillya Saturday as Is-
raeli troops withdrew, end-
ing 28 years of ‘occupation of
a West Bank towmr in’ the

of Israel. reports AP.
the
ish-
amﬁm ~

Quum was among the

several hundred Palestinians

whe chasedt the departing

convoy of lsraeli
The M%ﬂhﬂiyﬂ.

the fifth West Bank town 4o .
go to PLO rule since thée

of the most critical _turnlng
points for Israelis because of
the town's strategic location.

;n  contrast to distant
Palestinian populatien cen-
tres like Gaza and Nablus,

- (algiliva overlooks the lush

coastal plane of Israel. The
towers

Mediterranean Sea are visible

only 30 kilometers (20
miles) away.
The takeover by the

Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion in Qalqiltya, home to
some 75.000 Palestinians,
brings the totgl number of
West Bankers lliving under
s.-mnplmt autonomy to more

of Tel Aviv on the.

$
rael-PLO centroly ]
In coming weeks. Israel is
\ lﬂc—ﬂlm m h
* and: Bethlehefn, just to the

north and south of Jerusalem.
Most of the last town. He-
bron, is to be handed to the
PLO by March.

The tranisfer of power in
thé West Bank is in lne with
the Isracl-PLO autonomy ac-
cord signed in September.
Under that agreement,
Paléstinians will also hold

peace process bcgag_ia m‘t
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Earlier 'Southgast Asian chnl

- Bomba¥'s

- of the Tigers.

| o\Devember 27,

Thcdum-&tur-'

riedd out under a cnmph:il
climate of ‘democr

Mubarak said in a -p-wnh ;

Anlr..qll-rriﬂn.q

of bank nnl:nl'ln Bi.ghd.ad Sulurda}r on his way to huyi‘ltg soods on

WASHINGTON. Dec 17:

: The House of Representatives

mvdd a 275 billion dollar
ce bill on Friday that
White House said Presi-
Bﬂl Clinton would veto
‘because it would

Mn'elcosﬂy US anti-mis-

- 'ﬂ&-#ﬁma by 2003, reports

Thp House approved the
tﬁﬂ*- 267-149 and sent it lo

the $enate for final approval
poss on Tuesday. It ap:
prove the® bill without

change despité a White
Hnuem paper ‘warning that
in it current form pres-
ould veto it.'"
bill is T,hﬂliun dnllar
than Clinton asked angl
a uthuns:s ships. ‘warplanes
and other weapons ‘he did

- not ,Fequest. .Jt also repeals

Comgress's - 1993 mandate
thak only” 20 "8 altl

abess could evér be bu
for’a maximum {Btal of 44:
bitlient deRar althoughit does
- not immediately authurme
more. i d

The B also. aut.h&ista a

third @eld. War-era Seawolf

submarffie that Clinton did { |

-requrfet ; 'i’ B

b

Bl Thackeray

backs Tamil -

«#Tigers

HEW DELHL, - Dec. 17;
top right-wing
politi threatefied Satp-

day te enforce a shutdown' of
the western metropolis if the

| Sri Lankan gevernmerrt con-

-.mur:s wh‘.lt he described as
“niassacre” of Tamﬂ' Tiger
rebels, reports AP. '
‘«. The suppert from the In-

g dmn lﬂﬂder Bal Thackeray.

who 1s widely .regarded as the
de fa::tﬂ ruler of the western,
state of Ma,;arctihtrrt
ibay is e capiial.
comes as Sri Lankan forces
Jlave captured the rebel:
stronghold of Jafina.

I,xr

[n a 50-day offensive ﬂinﬁi

Oclober 17, the Sri Lankan
military claims to have kﬂ]u!
2,063 rebels.

Thackeray, whose Shi.
Sena Party is in power in
Maharashtra state, told a
news conference that Indians
should be proud of the spirit

He suggested
- that the fiercé guerilla group

Jyobe used to Mhl ln:l:lnl en-

r.-mx Hmm_

_’fﬂyna ta

. resime .
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of State Warren Christopher

said on Saturday, rtpurts AP,
The first round of talks

will last three days. recess
for a week and then resume
the first week in January for
another three days, Christo-
pher said. Theén, Christopher
said he would return to the
‘Middle East to discuss the
results with Prime Minister.
Shimon Peres and Syrian
President Hafez Assad.

"Clearly, we are entering a
new phase of negotiations.”
he said. "Conducting the ne-
gotiations in a sile near -
Washington will intensify thc
discussions.”

115 states adopt

legal means to
deal with AIDS

NEW DELHI, Dec 1T: As
many as 115 countries, n-
cluding India, have adopted
legal means to deal with the
killer discase, AIDS amd HIV
infection and related mat-
ters, between 1983 and
1995, reports PTI.

Of them, 25 countries have

itnllul lane
tiofs near

. adopted HIV-related laws in

1987. They included India,
China and Sri Lanka. ¢
‘This information was pro-

Hded 1n a paper presented at

the .recently concluded in-

.ttrnﬂinn al conference on

AIDS — law and hgamanity.
under age is of the
Law Institute (ILJ.

weeks before the first voting

December 8-12 and asked
what mattered most in pick-
ing a president.

Thirty-five per cent
picked honesty. nearly twice
as many as any other at-
tribute. Among this group,
Clinton fared peorly: only 25
per cent of those who listed
Ronesty as most critical said
Clintom was the candidate
whe best exemplified that

QALY

1 want noaamnt who |

honest. someone who hal a
strong Christian point eof

spondents who said getting
things done was what mat-

tered most, and best among
the 16 per cent who said
their firsg priorfty was a pres-
ident “who cares abowt peo-
ple like you.” Among the lat-
ter gropp. 55 per cent said
Clinton best mmpuﬂtﬂ Lhat
quality

Dolg scorer hiecsl afMong
those who said experience or
leadership matiered most.
He also scored. respectably
amgiig those who cited hon-
esty and getting things done

largely from rising public
auxicty with the Republican
eongressional agenda. And
Ciinten s fellow Democrats
are also beneliting.

Overall. the AP survey
found that 43 per cent be
lieved Clinton should be re.
elected next November,
while 42 per cent said he
should not be given a second
term.

by geomparison. 38 per
vent of respondents in a
Febwuary 1992 AP poll said
George Bush deserved re

- Winch

|
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liiure Belleville,

e e e e

Miss' pays de Savoie, waves after

being elected Miss France '96 in Lille on Sntun‘ln}'
Laure Belleville, 19, is a languages student in Annecy.

— AFP/UNB photo

Telephone chargecard for
_ her flighty feline

LONDON: The owner of a wandering cat has bought a .

teldphone chargecard for her fli

feline so people can

phbne home and say where the black Burmese has strayed

(0, reporis Reuter,

I:anl Venters said six-year- -old Cagney was ahvay: going

ll].l.&"'-u]ll

Arem her home in the southern English city of
ler. So Cagney now has a cha

ard on her collar.

"Cagney is always sticking her nose-into things and
running oil ehasing anything that meves. The char

meadis anyonce who without having to pay.”

poricrs.

she told re-

Bombarding Di with
love letters

| Telegraph reported, '¢f

LONDON: Syria's defence
minister is ‘bombarding
Princess Diana with love
letters, a newspaper

‘reported Sunday. but has

onnly a scorched heart to
answer for his campaign,
reports AP

" Lt.Gen Mustafa Tlass
sends the princess his en-
reaties to Britain's em

i DarhAstus. The Bu

cdliplomatic sources. She' has
never replied.

. The Syrfan embassy in
London would not confirm'
thie obsession. the news-
paper daid. "I suppose he
might send the -princess
iclters.” it quoted an uni-
dlentified Syrian diplomat as

saying. "She's a nice lady.”
The general, who helped

Syriat President Halez ﬂhbdli gain power in a 1970 coup,
adorns his library with photos of the princess, the
newspaper reported. and is believed to possess the world's
largest collection of books about her.

Tlass admiration was known as far back as 1984, the
newspaper said, when a diplomat reported he went "soft
as a kitten" at the mention of her name, the newspaper

said.

He is also said to admire the actress Snphta Loren and

the singer Whitney Houston.

ROK air force on alert as
DPRK deploys war planes

SEOUL. Dec 17: The
South Korean air force is on a

higher state of alert after the .

eommunist Narth deployed
mere war planes near the
dimilitariséd zone separating

iwo Koreas, the domestic
Y ap :m:;gencj* said to-
dty reports Reuter

Yofthap, quoting the joint

ing. '
He -aid the decision m
‘reached after a major com-
manders meeting on Satur-
day. Yonhap said. ' %

Tension between fhe two
Koreas. still technically at
war. has reached a new
in recent weeks with beoth .
siddes stepping up suryeil-

chiels of staff, said Pyongyang . Jance

had recently deployed about
20 meore planes’'in three for-
ward bases. bringing the total
@ 115 in areas close to the

iMtarised zone that has
divided the Korean peninsuia

since the 1980-53 Korean
war. 4=

Goyernment officials were
not available for comment.
"The South Keorean air

South Korea's intelligence

chief also warned on Friday of

a threat from the North. say-
ing the greatest danger was
Pyongyang's “internal crisis
and military adventurism.”

A parliamentary officigl
quoied Kown Young-Hae as
telling the parliamentary in-
lelligence committee: “"This

Er_mltmmd he sheuld
e rewelected matched his
showing in the 1992 elec-
tion, That would suggest Clin-
ln“ﬂhtﬂnedhhmc
um'!m thmﬂdhluﬂlﬂ
cultiés’ if the 1996 race is a
two-way contest. .

If that were the casc the
data suggest Clinten would
have a hard time attracting
1992 Ross Perot voters 50
per cent ol them said (lHnton
showuid nol be re-elected.
while 28 per cent favoured a

election, while just 40 per
cent of men did. Fifty five per
cent ‘of those age 65 and
older said Cllirton should be
re-elecied.

Womeén and elder volers
are the constituencies that
have begome most anxious
about Republican budgel and
olther priorities That is clear
bath in AP interviews with
volters and in the poll. 1aken
separately by [UR Survev Re-
search Group o ALS Consul
tants

governing party and the cals and accused other for- | sale ai 10 per cemt lower than market prices. The government is selling off its stockpiles of | the countries which | force has decided to step up winter and next spring will’
position clashed in frequent €ign countries. which did | electrical goods, carpets and clothes to the public at knock-down prices to offset souring sdopted the legal mm various air vigilance opera- Dbe a critical period in m
net name. of ‘the | prices and the effect of international sanctions lmpoled by the United Nations after the were m uﬂﬂ tions,” Yonhap quoted a joint  ing the crisis on the Korean '

All but 14 of the 444 seats radicals. : i Gulf War. — AFP/UNB pheto L L I chiefs of stafl officer as say- peninsula.’
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P s | US v0te rs divided over gzvfng Clinton qnoth rt Cabul 4 Hilled
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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strio .deul' 4 kl“ed
Dec 17: Even as Hamas pre h WAS&HH&T: p; d-:? in the Republican nominating view.' T;ﬁd bu‘cjma;mn A B:Ih as !Il;ﬂr;;p atiributes. . rlﬁcdtum while 48 per cent second (linton term. | KABUL. Dec 17 Four
pared to negotiate the dawn | SCASOT YEar-o medical records I survey was repleie  said he did not. These num- ; | T nine

' :;ﬁld lﬂ Honesty and trustworthi-  clerk who said she wouid not  with evidence that Clintons  bers proved telling: Bush re- Ih::g *tl{l} |;tk7:;‘m1 : wlq?;:l}lk : :rIJ:::Jrrlilthitell: 'F;::Ei:g;“m
ness ranked highest when vote for Clinton. improveg standing at the ceived 37 per cent iIn the gwoen were more likely o | besieging Kabul launched a
1.004 randomly selected Clinton fared ‘'beuter cdlose of a tumultgiofe political November 1992 election. side with Chnton: 46 per | 1ocket barrage on the city,
adult Americans were polled among the 18 per tent of re- year io Washington stems In Cliriton's case the 43 cent saM he deserved ré | witnesses and hospital staff

said today. reports AFP.

| The four men died when

B rockets from a salvo of

labout 17 landed near a
packed mini-bus in Kabul's
southern suburbs late Satur-
day. witnesses at the scene

!bﬂ.id. Two of the wounded

| were soldiers, they said.

|

All the injured were on or
near the bus, which was
travelling on the main road
towards Kabul city centre,

they added



