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Ending Callousness Towards
Guest Birds

By A 8 M Nurunnabi

We are in the thick of the
winter season. This is the
peak season for the arrival of
a large number of migratory
birds of many varieties from
colder climes in Siberia and
Europe. According to or-
nithologists, the total number
of species of birds in

is about 580. out
of which 200 species are said
to be migratory birds Of
these birds. nearly 25
species are ducks, that fall
prey to the poachers the
most. The other duck species
are pintail. braminy. bare-
headed shovelor, common
pocard, common ruddy shell,
topped and log goose.

It is a matter of regret
that a largé number of the
migratory birds fall victims to
poachers and hunters. The
poachers remain active in
their main concentration ar-
eas like Hakaluki haor and
Srimangal in greater Sylhet
district. The netted birds are
shipped to the capital and
other major cities where they
are objects of a lucrative
trade. Hunting the guest
birds is also a favourite sport
with many. As a result of
these depredations, the vol-
ume of influx of guest birds
has become reduced in re-
cent years, according to or-
nithologists. In their opinion,
these birds are not only good
intercontinental fliers, they
are alsp very sensitive and
remember the dangers of a
clime and communicate it to

generations.

The ornithologists have
identified the impulse that
drives the migration of birds
of many species. According to
them. most species of birds,
because of their high
metabolic rate, require a
rich, abundant supply of food
at frequent intervals. Such a
situation does not prevail
throughout the year in any
given region. Birds have thus
a highly efficient means for

elling swiftly over long

Children taking part at an art competition organised by the Sonargaon

“yesterday.

distances with great economy
of ene . The miuration
Nights fol specili ©o ites
some-times well-defiie ! over
long distances. The speed of
migratory birds depends
largely on the species and
the type of terrain covered.
Most migrations occur at rel-
atively low altitudes. Some
birds. however. [ly much
higher even to an altitude of
14000 feet. Many species of
migrant birds are noctumal
(night time) migrants.

There are good and bad
effects of the huge influx of
the guest birds, but on
balance, according teo
ornithologists. the good
effects tip the scale. Among
the bad effects may be cited
the damage they cause to
corn fields when they swoop
on them for feeding. One
redeeming feature in this
respect is said to be that
some of the bird species do
not feed on corns. Another
redeeming aspect is that in
Apri! when boro paddies are
ripe for harvesting, it is time
for most of the species of
guest birds to leave.

The good effects mainly
relate to their environmental
impact. The droppings of
such Jarge numbers of birds
in water areas turn into
planktons which serve as
food for different kinds of
fish in water areas. As for
those species of birds which
are land-based, the dropping
serve to enhance the fertility
of the soil and enrich the

tion. They also play a
role in pest control-in
as much as they feed on dif-
ferent kinds of harmiful in-
sects and also field mice and
rodents, etc. On the whole,
their influence on the ecol-
ogy of the regions where they
temporarily settle, is held to
be beneficial outweighing
whatever evil effects their
presence brings about.

Poaching and selling of

guest birds continue despite
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Prime Minister's directive is-
sued a couple of years ago to
apply the law prohibiting the
hunting of winter birds. Raids
by law enforcing agency men
in the haor areas where
poachers lay traps for the
assembling birds are usually
rare and when the law en-
forcers do appear. the
hunters flee to remote areas
of haors to avoid detection.
The duck species are mostly
found on sale in the city in
the peak season of migration
at such places as Elephant
Road. Manik Mia Avenue,
Panthapath, Baily Road. Mir-
pur Road. Mouchak areas. It

is a pity that sales ol guest
birds at some of these place
take place openly before the
eyes of the law enforcing
agencies. It is felt by ob-
servers that such callousness
towards guest birds need be
eliminated and the relevant
law, which is felt to be rather
lenient, need be made more
stringent.

In this city, the guest
birds find comparatively safe
resting places such as the
lakes in the BDR HQ at
Peelkhana, Mirpur Zoo, water
areas at Bangabhaban and Ja-
hangirnagar Universily at
Savar.

The Bangladesh Wild Life
Society has been reportedly
campaigning for years to pro-
tect this winter birds from
the hunters. But it seems that
their efforts have not so far
produced positive results.
Otherwise we would not have
witnessed open sales of guest
birds on city streets without
any hindrance.

It is widely felt that. in the
interest of own existence in
the context of maintenance
of environmental balance,
there is an urgent need for
creating awareness among
the people at large that the
winter birds are a bounty of
nature to us, apart from
lending colour to the avian
world.
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Institute in the city yesterday.
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A cultural function in honour of the women freedom fighters in front of the Engineers’
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League. in a statement after
an emergency working
committee meeting chaired
by party chiefl Shetkh Hasina
last night, said the meeting
considered the fact that the
EC revised the polls schedule
1o enable all political parties
lo participate in the polls.
The AL meeting noted that
only rescheduling of poll date
would not suffice unless the
government took the initia-
tive of forming a non-party
neutral caretaker administra-
tion. The meeting expressed
the hope that the Prime Min-
ister would step down and
would advise the President to
initiate the formation of a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment.

After the announcement of
the revised election sched-
ule. leaders of two other ma-
jor parties — Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islam — also echoed
similar sentiments. They
welcomed the Election
Commission step and hcped
that the Prime Minister
would resign and create the
scope for the President ini-
liate formation of a caretaker
government for holding the

Ex-UP chairman
killed in Bhola

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 15 A
former chairman of Deula
Union under Borhanuddin
thana of Bhola district was
killed by some unidentified
ight.

Police said Ali Hossain
Bepari, 50, was ‘called out of
his home by some men at the
dead of night and was miss-
ing since then.

His body was found near
Napitervita about one kilome-
tre from his home next
morning. A case was filed.

general elections.

“Things can change if the
ruling party concedes to our
main demand. The Prime
Minister should now resign
and allow the formation of a
neutral caretaker govern
ment,” said AL leader Abdus
Samad Azad

“The ball is now in the
Prime Minister's court. The
refixation of the election date
has now given her the oppor-
tunity ‘o start negotiations
with the Opposition and fulfil
the demands of the people.”
said Suranjit Sengupla, a
central leader of the AL.

‘Ruling party now has the
time and opportunity to hoild
elections under a non-party
caretaker government as in
1991 to ensure people's par-
ticipation’, said Anwar Hos-
sain Manju, secretary general
of the Jatiyva Party.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Matiur Rahman Nizami, giv-
ing his reaction, said the EC s
intention behind refixing the
polls date — to find a consen-
sus among political parties —
should be seized by the ruling
party. The President should
be advised by them to lorm a
caretaker government,

L]
FF dies at Victory
Day function

SHERPUR, Dec 15: Adam
Ali, a freedom fighter, died of
heart attack at a Victory Day
function here Thursday
evening, turning it
mourning one, reports UNB.

He was 45.

Adam Ali fainted at Lhe
venue at 4:45 pm, about an
hour before the function was
scheduled to begin at New
Market area in the town.

Adam Ali, who had fought
in Sector Number 11, ielt
behind his wife, five daugh-
ters and one son.

into a '

EC extends time
for erasing
graffiti

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday extended the
time frame for erasing graffit
relating to election campaign
till December 25 from De.-
cember 15 as announced ear
lier, an EC press release said,
reports BSS.

The time frame for eras
ing the graffiti has been ex-
temded in view of the
rescheduling of general elec-
tions.

The commission warned
that stern action will be

taken against any new writing |

on walls after the announce-
ment ol the elections sched-
ule in accordance with law.

Hasina
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group of leaders and workers
who met her at the party's
Dhanmondi office in the
evening with just released
Joynal Hazari, an ex-MP and
General Secretary of Feni
district Awami League.

Hasina urged the pecple
to remain’ alert against any
conspiracy by any quarter to
play with their rights to vote.

The AL chief said Begum
Zia sticks to power when the
endire nation is demanding
her resignation to pave the
way for election under a non-
party caretaker government.
"Her lust for power is plung-
ing the country into dark-
ness.” she added.

The opposition leader re-
quested President Abdur
Rahman Biswas to advise the
Prime Minister to resign in
the interest of the nation.

She said after the dissolu-
tion of Parliament. the Presi-
dent had advised Begum Zia
to continue. Now the Presi-
dent should advise her to

quit responding to the sen- |

timent of the people, she

" Three major parties
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for Establishment Barrister

Aminul Haq represented BNP
at the meeting.

In his address, Justice
Sadeque said EC is a consti-

tutional institution and that is

why it can not take any step
outside the purview of the
Constitution.
. He said it is mandatory for
. the EC to conduct elections
: within 90 days after the dis-
- solution of Parliament. He
said the meeting was con-
- vened as many political par-

. ties requested the EC to shift

: the election schedule.

. "I seek all of your assis-
‘tance and Inshallah I will be
‘able to give the nation a free
-and fair election,”" hoped
-Justice Sadeque,

' Md Irshadul Haq told the
:meeting that after the an-
‘nouncement of election
-schedule on December 3, the
' EC took up the control of the
general administration. state-
run media and law enforcing

es.

He also urged all parties to
. abide by the 34-point code of
- conduct during the elections
and said a complain centre in
this regard would soon be set

up at the EC Secretariat.
It was informed by the EC
- officials at the meeting that
. transfer of government offi-
. clals and all government and
, hon-government grants were
, stopped after the announce-
! ment of the election sched-
E Speaking on behalf of
» BNP, Barrister Rafiqul said
» his party will agree to what-
. ever decision the EC takes

" about the election schedule

. and assured BNP's full sup-
. port to EC in holding a free
- and fair election.

- "EC is not under the con-
. trol of the government. No
. authorities other than the

" Sunreme Judicial Council can

remove the CEC from his

position,” said he.
He also requested the CEC

‘to ensure TV coverage for

Sammilita Islami Sangram
Parishad. which said that it
would field candidates in all
the 300 seats in the parlia-
ment elections.

Muslim League secretary
general Alhaj Zamir Ali re-
quested the EC to defer the
polls schedule by 15 days.

In a written state-
ment,Saifuddin Ahmad Manik
of Gano Forum also made re-
quest for refixation of the
polls schedule,

In a bizarre contrast,
Iftekhar Ahmed Bhulyan of
Muslim Bangla Jana Sanghati
made a strong plea for not
shifting the election sched-
ule.

Leaders of a few least-
known parties requested the
EC to hold elections after
Ramjan. Some also requested
for an arrangement so that
the candidates could flle
nomination papers through
mail. They said presence of a
candidate for submission of
nomination papers might be
risky in the current political
situation.

Formation of a non-party
caretaker government is
essential for participation of
opposition political parties
and to ensure a free and fair
elections, said a memoran-
dum sent to the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner by the
Left Democratic Front yes-

Prokrichi also sent a
memorandum to the Chief
Election Commissioner. yes-
terday expressing its concern
over holding a free and fair
election.

“It s not possible to hold
free and fair elections by giv-
ing responsibilities only to
the administrative cadre of
the BCS to monitor elec-
tions," said the memoran-
dum.
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3 killed in road
accidents
Star Report

At least three persons
were killed and five others
injured in separate road ac-

cidents — two in the city and
another in Comilla — yester-

One Shalfiqul Isldam, 32, of
Mohammadia Housing Soci-
ety. was killed when a speed-
ing minibus ran over him in
Noorjahan Road area under
Mohammadpur thana at about
8 am.

In another accident, one
Abdul Hamid, 70, was killed
as a bus hit him in Mirpur-2
at about 9 am.

Both the bodies were
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

UNB adds: A man was
killed and five others were

- wounded when a mini-bus hit

a' truck on the Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway yesterday,
ce said.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Nazrul Islam, 26, of
village Kazipur in Muradnagar
thana of the district. He was a

passenger of the bus.
Attack on Faiz

Ahmed condemned

A joint meeting of the
leaders of all student organi-
sations of the Dhaka Univer-
sity, executive committee of
the Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote and other organisations
yesterday condemned the at-
tack on eminent journalist
Faiz Ahmed and other leaders
of the jote.

The meeting called upon
the poup};u’ :u ﬂ:!lilt any at-
tempt to Victory
festivals Ny

Anti-independence ele-
ments were out to foil the
festivals taking opportunity of
the current political situation
' of the country, the meeting
said in a statement.
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placing of wreaths at the na
tional mwmurial in the morn -
ing by the people of different
walks ol lile. A 31-gun salute
at 12.0] hours in the capital
will herald the day.

National flag will be
hoisted atop all public and
private buildings.

President and Begum Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas will hold
a reception at Bangabhaban
today at 3:30 pm in celebra-

1 tion of the 25th Victory Day.

Different political and so-
cio-cultural and professional
organisations have taken up

elaborate programmes in cel-

ebration of the day.

Official programmes have
been chalked out to celebrate
the day at national and dis-
trict levels. Bangladesh mis-
sions abroad will also organ-
ise programmes to celebirate
the Victory Day.

The natjonal level official
programmies include chil-

Silver Jubilee of

dren and juvenile rally at the
Dhaka Stadium No 1, p]ay[nF
of bands by the members o
the armed forces. police and
ansars, at different points of
the capital, sessions of patri-
otic and mass songs at differ-
ent places, decoration of
roads and road islands and il-
lumination of important
buildings in the evening.

Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television will
broadcast special pro-
grammes while newspapers
will bring into special sup-
plements.

Improved diets will be
served in jails, hospitals. or-
phanages and children cen-
tres.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy will hold a session
of patriotic songs in its audi-
torium with the participation
of the artistes of Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra at 5:30
pm. As part of Shilpakala
Academy's two-day pro-
gramme a dance-drama based
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Chief of Eastern- Comma

ad of the Indian Army 14

General Jagjit Singh Aurora and the chief of Eastern
Command of Pakistan Army Lt General Ameer
Abdullah Khan Niazi signing the historic Surrender
Document on surrender of the Pakistan Army to the
Joint Command of Bangladesh and India at Race
Course (now Suhrawardi Uddyan) in Dhaka on

December 16, 1971.

— File photo

victory

on the War of Independence
was held yesterday.

Bangla Academy organises
a session of patriotic songs at
the Academy Batamul in the
evening. ,

Mobile units of the mass
communications department
will present mass songs and
organise film shows at differ-
ent places including the
Ramna Batamul in the city at
public places across the
country,

Nazrul Institute organises
a seminar and a cultural
function at the Kabi Bhaban at

House No 330/B. Road No 28 |

(Old) at Dhanmoirdi. Eminent
journalist Obaidul Haq will
chair the seminar,

In celebration of the Vic-
tory Day, Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party has taken up a
programme to erect seven
arches at different points of
city roads in memory of the
seven Bir Shreshthas of the
Liberation War.

The other programmes of
the party include placing of
wreaths at the National Mau-
soleum, hoisting of national
flags at the party offices,
zearat of the mazar of Sha-
heed President Ziaur Rah-
man, and cultural functions
and discussions at the Sha-
heed Zia Mancha.

The Victory Day pro-
grammes of Awami League
include placing of wreaths at
the National Mausoleum,
hoisting of national flags at
party offices and placing of
wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban.

Muktijodde O Swadhinatar
Rajat Joyonti Parishad organ-
ises the opening function of
its year-long programme on
the Victory Day at Suhrawardi
Uddyan at 3:00 pm.

Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
industry (FBCCI) will will
hold a discussion and a cul-
tural function in front of the
federation building at 3:00

Bulbul Academy of Fine

Arts arranges a cultural func-
tion in its central auditerium
at Wiseghat at 10:00 am.
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Chechen

rebels kill 22

MOSCOW . Dec 15 The toll rose to 22 Russian soldiers
killed and 41 wounded in fighting with Chechen rebels in

the town of Gudermes. the Russian Interior Ministry said
today. A further 38 soldiers were listed as missing in ac-

tion. the ministry was quoted as saying by Interfix news

agency. reporis AFP.

Traffic system at
Aricha, Nagarbari
ghats collapses

ARICHA (Manikganj), Dec
15. Traffic system at Aricha

and Nagarbari ferry terminals
again collapsed today disrupt-
ing ferry services between
the two ghats. reports UNB.

The BIWTA sources said
all the ferries were being op-
erated with full capacity. but
due to poor traffic control
system. at the terminals, one
ferry took 3-4 hours instead
of 45 minutes to load or un-
load vehicles.

As a result, more than
2.431 trucks and buses with
thousands of passengers were
siranded at Aricha and Na-
garbari ghats to cross the
river Jamuna. Some 4. 220
vehicles were ferried in 36
hours till 6 pm today. the
sources saicl.

ASEAN treaty
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of its founding lathers lor a

unifier] Southeast Asian bloc.

*The historic meeting of
the heads of government of
the 10 Southeast Asian coun-
tries marked a significant
step forward towards the re-
alisation of this vision.” the
final Bangkok summit decla-

| ration said.

"ASEAN member states
shall facilitate and expedite
the realisation of an ASEAN
comprising all countries in
southeast Asia. it added.

Diana
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countryside in northern
England.

Today's issues of the two
rival papers. available Thurs-
day night, quoted unnamed
friends as. saying they first
met at the Harbor Club, a
west London fitness club
where they both work out,

Diana missed her regular
morning workout at the ex-
clusive gym today but Whalley
showed up, accompanied by a
male friend who shielded
him from a battery of photog-
raphers and cameramen.

Polls date
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had announced elections
schedule for the sixth Par-
liament fixing January 18 as
the polls date. taking into
consideration the 90-day
limit (till February 21} and
Ramzan and Eid-ul-Fitr.

The EC expected that by
that time the political parties
would reachh an understand-
ing and would take part in
the elections. But as they
(political parties) were yet to
reach a consensus and ma-
jority of the parties have re-
quested the EC either in

writing or verbally for the re- .

fixation of polls date, the EC

acted accordingly, explained
the gazette notification.

4 shops gutted

From Our Correspondent
KHULNA. Dec 15: A lire at
the city's Nixon Market this
evening completely gutted
four garments shops and
partially damaged six others.
No one was hurt.

around 7:00 pm, was brought
under control within an hour
the local fire brigade.
b!ﬂ'lc cause of the fire could
not be ascertained till writing
this report but it is assumed
to have been originated from
the "Shanta Garments.” The
shop was, however, closed at
the time. according to wit-
nesses

Coilegc student
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in the neck with a pointed
iron rod. police said.

He was first taken to the
National Hospital nearby and
then to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where doc-
iors declared him dead.

It was alleged that the at-
tackers could be Nobin's
lormer friends who later de-
veloped enmity with him.

Nobin was the eldest of
four sons of one Selim Miah
ol South Moisundi at Narinda.

Manju : Polls
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Turning to violence, he
said the built-in social system
encourages it as people in

power take advantage of this.
Getting elected with

popular votes do not give a
party the right to manipulate
the administration for
political gains, he asserted.
What is the harm in an
election system which had
been lauded by all sections of
the people, he asked.

Heroines
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Mises.

Women freedom fighters
from Dhaka, Tangail. Sunam-
gani. Sherpur and Dinajpur
attended the gathering. They
were garlanded along with
the Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendro artists.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kafuly Begum described how
the Pakistani soldiers killed
all the males in her remote
village in Sherpur district.

Piar Chand Bibi narrated
how the fundamentalist
forces were still active in her
village even after 24 years of
independence.

Taramon Begum, Bir
Pratik, who also briefly ad-
dressed the gathering, de-
scribed how she is now fight-
ing a different kind of war
against poverty.

"After 25 years, [ don't
want money, or fame ... I'd
like to fully understand the
meaning of the term Bir
Pratik." she said.

Later, the artists of the
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro
and Nataraj rendered songs.
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