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Bangladesh Pers

by Ali Ahmed Ziauddin

ITHIN 10 years of
partition in 1947
Zaimndari as enforced
by permanent settlement of
1794 was abolished by an Act
in 1958 by the then Pakistan
Government with token
compensation. All rent re-
ceiving and other customary
rights of the Zamindars were
seized. It looked bright at least
in theory. '

Land ceiling was fixed at 13
hectares per family. Definition
of family remained quite am-
biguous. Most of the non-
farming or absentee owners
some way or the other kept on
holding to their large estates
— nearly 35 per cent of total
arable land. Besides a very
tiny fraction who owned tea
gardens, rest of the landed
gentry unlike in the west
found it more profitable to
rent out their land than invest
on it. First, traditionally,

plans for promoting en-
trepreneurship among the
landed class. The long term
result was that commercial
approach towards agro pro-
ductivity never took off the
ground.

" Owmership patterm over
rest of the land developed in
the following manner.

1. By the State Acquisition
Act of 1958 Government con-
fiscated all the kkhas — nearly
15 of arable land belonging to
exzaminders. It was to be dis-
tributed permanently among
marginal and landless farm-
ers. However, implementation
was shelved until mid-eighties
largely due to the govern-
ment's lack of commitment. In
the meantime. khas land was
leased out on yearly basis to
any individual who was willing
to bribe the local bureaucrat
most. In the process, owner-
ship over a big chunk was lost
through false recording. Con-
flict arising out of this dubious
practice between several par-
ties and overall temporary
ownership arrangement over
ichas land made it quite diffi-
cult to maximize its productiv-
?. Moreover. a good amount

khas land under control of
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different government agencies
like railway, power, water de-
velopment authority and roads
& highways, remain virtually
[allow,

2. Right after partition,
larger Hindu migration to In-
dia left nearly 10 per cegt of
arable land without any legal
heir. Scramble for its posses-
sion by Muslim neighbours
gave rise to numerous legal
and social conflicts — some of
which are not yet healed. After
1965, the government. calling
it 'enemy property’, took over
custody. It was to be leased
out on yearly basis to anybody
who could claim possession
and bribe the most. After ‘72,
government termed it ‘vested
property’. But what to do with
it in the long run has re-
mained an unnerving issue for
all successive governments.
Result is, temporal ownership,
costly litigation and exorbitant
illegal payments make invest-
ments in these types of land .
unprofitable.

3. Rest 40 per cent‘of
arable land was owned by all
sizes of farm holds. Medium
and small farmers were also
share croppers of absentee
and large owners which of
course was on temporal basis.

4. A tiny segment of land is
under the ownership of reli-
gious trusts which is beset
with multiple conflicts.

No other means of survival
besides farming whatever
small patches of land was
available whether one's own or
on rent, gave rise to the pat-
tern of subsistence farming. It
was a way of life even before
the Act of '58 which rarely
generated surplus. Moreover,
after this Act. owriership over
kkhas and vested lands turmed
ambiguous. So. long term
possession rights over virtu-
ally 60 per cent of arable land
remained unpredictable. Un-
der these circumstances, it
was difficult for entrepreneur-
ship to develop in agro sector.

Developments Since
Early Sixties

During the last four
decades, land ownership pat-
tern in Bangladesh did not
experience any major over-
hauling. However, changes did
occur in both owmership and
agro productivity. Our next
concern is to identify major
causes and sectors of these
changes

1. Government imcreased
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land ceiling upto 40 hectares
per family in early sixties. It
was intended to promote large
productive investments in
land. It did encourage large
holders to a limited scale to
increase mainly paddy pro-
duction. But by late sixties
overall socio political turmeoil
and eventual re-fixing of 13
hectares ceiling per family
after independence. made long
term large scale investments
in agriculture uncertain.
Moreover, very slow expansion
of internal market of agro

products was not very attrac-
tive either. On top of it, near

total dependency on imported
inputs for HYV production
made it difficult to extract
surplus. Just to keep afloat,
farmers had to sell much of
their capital assets. Within a

generation, percentage of
landless shot up from 10 to

2. In comparison to large

holders. medium and small
scale farmholds were and still
are more efficient. They culti-
vate their own as well
rented land. Their hard work
however is exposed to lot of
pitfalls. First, to

faced uneven competition with
heavily subsidised western
agro products. Third, no gov-

ernment has ever taken into
serious consideration the pro-
lection of internal market from
unscrupulous traders. More-

over. whatever subsidies were
available have dwindled over
the years to nearly zero at
present. Inspite of all these
odds, peasants did increase
production over the past quar-
ter century only Lo be pulled
down al subsistence level
again and again because of
continuous population explo-

sion. Today land/man ratio
has reached an incredible po-
sition of only 20 decimals. Far
below the lowest in the world.

3. Within a generation or
two, inheritance law divides
and sub-divides land 1o such
small proportions that il no
longer refhains a viable farm-
ing unit. In most of these
cases. the. smaller units are
either handed over to share-
cropping or rented out on
yearly basis to other compara-
tively more viable farm holds.
in the process, rentalism

pective
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which is absolutely counter-
productive, increases. In worst
cases such as ponds and
other water bodies, they either
virtually remain fallow or pro-
duce not even one-fourth of
their capacity.

4. Massive surplus labour
is a tremendous pressure over
whatever increase in produc-
tivity we have. In absence of
industrialisation this pressure
has now turned into a vicious
cycle of poverty which mori-
bunds the national economy.
However, whatever growth and
diversity in agro sector has
been achieved during the past
two decades they are at the
mercy of unscrupulous
traders, coupled with the lack
of communication and storage
facilities. The result is an in-
credible price variation be-
tween the producers and the
consumers. Moreover, lack of
effective institutional credit fa-
cilities to genuine farmers in-
creases cost of production by
depending on very expensive
credit availed otherwise. '

9. False land recording,
dubious titles and very com-
plicated succession rights give
rise to lengthy and very costly
litigations. Since evidence of
possession is highly valued in
civil suits, several other crimi-
nal cases appear as by-prod-
uct. Net result is wastage of
very meager resources which
is eventually a kind of unpro-
ductive taxation over land.

6. Apart from all above
mentioned man-made hin-
drances that contribute in re-
ducing production and growth
of entrepreneurship in the
agro sector, Providence also
take a very heavy toll. Every
year, natural calamities de-
stroy nearly 10 to 15 per cent
of crop on average. River
erodes very precious land.
Unimaginative and erroneous
human engineering inundates
vast tracts of land with flood
and saline water in different
parts of the country. Recent
investigations on soil erosion
due to rampant use of agro-
chemicals project a very
alarming future.

(This is, however, not the
concluding part as stated yes-

terday)

Monday: Concluding part —
Recommendations.

The author. a development

expert speclalising in land
issues, is working in rural
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Victory Day Reflections
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Is there a Silver Lining — after 24 Years?

We celebrate
the 24th anni-
versary of our
Victory Day
with highest
jubilation. To

tory Day sym-
bolises the

triumph of
freedom over
foreign domination, of justice
over tyranny and of people's
rights over autocracy. On this

day — 16th December, 1971

— we began a new life with
high aspirations, and cher-
ished new ideals.

The Liberation War was
the fiercest part of our long
continued struggle for auton-
omy and democracy, and the

V-Day was the culmination of

our Liberation War of 8
months and 21 days begin-
ning from 26th March, 1971
when the Pakistan Occupa-
tion Army had unleashed
most barbarous attack on our

" innocent people. They killed

30 lac: people, raped innu-
merable mothers and sisters;
brutally murdered hundreds
of intellectuals and ravaged
the entire country in a most
heinous and brutal way.

Our patriotic freedom
fighters along with the allied
forces inflicted a severe blow

us the Vic-

on the enemy and compelled
themi to surrender on this
16th, December at the his-
toric Race Course Maidan
(Suhrawardy Uddyan). It was
a great day for all of us as
from this day onward, we
hoped our long-cherished
ideals and aspirations would
be materialised. On this day
our leaders hoisted the na-
tional flag with high pledges.
Our high echelons commit-
ted to us to rejuvenate our
devastated country where we
can nourish our own culture
and heritage without any
hindrance and that they
would establish a society free
from exploitation. A new con-
stitution was framed on four
fundamental principles: so-
cialism, secularism, national-
istn and democracy.

~ On this V-Day, we
achieved freedom which was
supposed to ensure our fun-
damental rights of forming a
government of our own by
ourselves, and of getting
food. clothing. shelter and
security of life. So on this
24th anniversary of our Vic-
tory. let us ponder over and
make reflections ol what we
have achieved and what yet to
be, and how many of our
cherished goals have just

gone awayv along the passage -

of time.

‘Socialism' has been sub-
stituted with 'economic and

social justice’, 'secularism’'

has been omitted, and
'‘Bismillah-Ar-Rahmaner

Rahim' has been introduced
at the _ of the Con-
stitution. Islam has been
made the state religion of
Bangladesh and 'nationalism’

values. The democratic pro-
cess has been thwarted by
frequent military interven-
tions. Freedom of press has
been curtailed by indirect
control over the press and by
application of Public Safety
Act. Violence against women
has been committed many
times even, of late, by law en-
farcing personnel. Fair jus-
tice has been denied to them
by imposing 'fatwa’ by the so-
called mullahs.

Security of life and prop-
erty has been endangered by
the constant threats of mas-
lans and hijackers. Honesty
and moral values are being
frowned upon as foolishness.
Law and order situation has
gone down to an alarming
level. Corruption and bribery

have become the order of the
day. has eaten up
into the vitals of the. state.
However, in spite of this
bac . Some has
been made in many fields as
narrated by the Prime Minis-
ter in her last address to the

with breathed-suspense as to
‘'what's next?' We believe,
“where there is a Wwill, there
is a way." Behind all darkness
of despair, we see  some
golden rays of hgpe. We have
confidence in our leaders and
hope good sense will prevail,
and people's will shall be
honoured by them. People's
will is God's will and God's
will always feigns supreme.
With His blessings, we shall

overcome all our crises and |

our democratic process will
continue with best fervour.
Therefore, with hope let us
celebrate this 24th Victory
Day as the real victory day of

the people.

Does Bangladesh Speak What Shaheeds Wanted to Say?

by Anwarul Kabir

[ feel sorry
for my father
Shaheed Lt
Mohammad
Anwarul Az-
im who was
then the Ge-
neral Mana-
ger of North
_ Bengal Sugar

i Mills Eﬂd WwWas
illed with nearly 250 fellow
colleagues for taking part in
the great Liberation War.

Should |1 say Great Libera-
tion War or feel ashamed at
the state of things today? As I
am linked with the organiza-
tion Projonmo '71 [an organi-
zation of the children of the
martyrs) there are many like
me who feel the same way.
WHY so? Let us take some
example.

Please tell us what is there
in our text books from which
our next generations can
learn the truth regarding our
Liberation War?

Is there any 1971 war
memorial museum made till
now? What would it really
cost for the nation to make a
war memorial museum in
true sense of the words when
every Government whenever
in power gave only (false)
hope to the people? One
might say that yes we do have
a National Museum where in
the ground floor they have
devoted space to our Libera-
tion War exhibits. But is that
enough? Only one floor cove-
ring the total nine months of
freedom fighting? And what
in actually there? There are
some valuable documents in
the "Grontho Shala" of Ra-
jshahi University but that can
easily fall into the hands of
the anti-liberation forces and
can be destroyed.

There is a certain trend
prevailing at present in our
country regarding museum.
The defense forces have
taken steps to make muse-

ums inside the safe boundary

of their cantonments. such as
the recent museums in Jes-
sore Cantonment, Mymen-
singh Cantonment, and
inside the campus of
Bangladesh Rifles. And of
course there is the huge plot
allotted for the Armed Forces
Museum at Bijoy Shorony,
We, as a Shaheed families ap-
preciate the steps taken by
the Defense Ministry. How-
ever we also feel that rather
than doing this in a scattered
manner at various places,
such efforts should combine
into one and reflect not only
the sacrifices of the Armed
Forces but all those who took
up arms at that time to free
that country. In other words,
of all the Freedom Fighters.
_There is also a grievance
in most of the Shaheed fami-
lies that either it is the sha-
heed intellectuals or the sha-
heed Armed Forces person-
nel who would get most of
the coverage in the newspa-
per. television or in the mu-
seum. They feel, and rightly
so that a farmer, a rickshaw-

puller, a student. or a com- .

mon man who took up arms
at that time and laid down
his life should get the same
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respect as all others irre-
spective of his occupation. It
is our disgrace that we didn't
bother to try to find out these
lost heroes and give them the
respect they deserved. A re-
cent example could be Tar-
ragon Begun who of late has
found out that she is a BP,
after 25 years. We should feel
sorry and be ashamed of our
indifference. A recent article
in The Daily Star "Ami Biran-
gana Bolchhi’ was highly ap-
preciated by shaheed families
as well as different groups of
people. A suggestion to the
Sammilita Nari Samaj could
be that this should have been
focused way back. It should
not have taken 25 years to

tell the truth of  thesge

heroines.

We, the children of the
martyrs do not find so much
logic to appreciate and often
criticize the activities that
take place on 25th March,
l4th or 16th December by
different organizations
around the monuments. We
go their to show our respect
to our beloved ones who died
for this country to give us all
a betier future. Yes! these
days are precious to us all as

The ritualistic congregation at the National Mausoleum,

Savar.

we consider these occasions
as new births of freedom and
therefore many feel like re-
joicing with songs, slogans,
drama, etc. but did they ever
try to think what these

mean to those who have lost
their beloved ones? Shouldn't
their sentiment rule the
mood? For example, a song
like "sadher lau banailo amai
boiraghi” on 14th December
inside Mirpur Intellectuals
Mausoleum — is really not be-
fitting rather hurts the mood.
On behalf of all Shaheed fami-
lies our earnest request
would be — rejoice in differ-
ent places and just place
wreath or observe a symbolic

silence for the ones whe

for m . f:w:rﬂ'l 5 5l
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_ Last but not the least, now
that we are entering into
25th year of our great Libera-
tion War memories our re-
quest to all the people as well
as the different political par-
ties is to come forward and
the Shaheeds wanted to say.
Let Bangladesh not be bat-
tered by anti-liberation
forces who still seem active
with their ill motive. We
should all combine and ask
Pakistan to pay compensation
for what they did, at least, to
start off they should apologize
for that nine months of mas-
sacre and misdeeds. What are
we scared of? If Japan can
realize their mistake and
apologize then why can't Pak-
istan he made to do the
same? We alsq feel that the
culprits who kililed our dear
and near ones should not go
unpunished and that they
should be tried in-the inter-
national tribunal. If this can
haopen then the silver ju-
biles year would be a [ruitful
one and on'y then the =ouls
of the Shaheeds can rest in

peace.

Independence and Achievements

by Towheed Feroze

Sixteenth De-
cember 1971
— a memora-
ble event in
the history of
our country:
Over the blo-
od of coun-
tiess millions
a nation was
After nine months of san
guinary war. Bangladesh eme-
rged as an independent.
nation. The dream of millions
was fulfilled. More than two
hundred years of a chain of
slavery came to an end. Peo-
ple of Bangladesh found a
new identity — an : identity
of dignity and honour.

Our liberation war was
mainly fought in order to
establish the rights of the
oppressed people to the then
East Pakistan. The main pur-
pose of this movement was to
establish a nation where the
common people would live in
peace and harmony. Millions
sacrificed their lives 1o
achieve a sovereign nation-
hood for the persecuted
people of East Pakistan.
Their dream was to establish
a country free from corrup-
tion. volence, nepotism. de
struction and peoverty We
have achieved indepen
dence; Bangladesh is now a
sovereign nation bul have we

attained the ideal country the
freedom fighters dreamt of?
We are far from achieving
that objective. We have failed
miserably to make it the
ideal country visualised by so
many of our freedom fighters,

The Bangladesh we now
live in is not the country
dreamt of by our freedom
fighters. Corruption is preva-
lent in  all spheres of life. We
live In a country where vio-
lence ‘controls’ the® educa-
tional institutions. We live in
a country where there is no
united effort for socio-eco-
nomic development. We live
in a country where the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition
parties are constantly criti-
cising and undermining one
another. Is this the kind of
nation for which so much
blood was shed? Present
Bangladesh is a country
plagued by hartals. strikes,
political bickertings.

Our freedom [flighters
dreamt ol a self sufficien!
and developed Bangladesh
They did not dream of a
country burdened with a
huge foreign debt. They did
not dream ol a country di

vided by different political
belicfs. Do we ever pause to
think which direction the
country is heading for?

Widespread corruption, vio

lence. nepotism have rather
become integral part of our
life. Our politicians follow the
politics of self-development.
Politics is supposed to se-
cure and promote the inter-
ests of the common people
but, in Bangladesh, politics
serves the interests of the
wicked and the corrupt. Us-
ing politics as the key to self
development, certain sec-
tions are getting richer and
richer. People belonging to
this category are taking ad-
vantage ol the ignorance of
the comumon people. And the
overall economic condition of
the common masses remain
well below the poverty level.
Metropolitan Dhaka is be-
ing filled with luxury apart-
ments. expensive sieek cars,
posh restaurants. Perhaps no
one can blame it as the capi-
tal of one of the poorest
countries of the world, But
this is just the facade. Go
deep into the countryside —
one will get the actual pic-
ture of Bangladesh Masses
living in abject poverty, chil-
dren dying ol malnutritign,
people suffering from curable
afflictions. lIsn't it ironical
that when, elite in the capital
are going to expensive
restaurants. thousands at the
same time are virtually count-
ing their days in starvation?
One cant help wondering “Is

this the Bangladesh for which
so many intrepid fighters
sacrificed their lives?"

Every year when the Vic-
tory Day arrives. we hold
functions, symposiums, fairs,
discussions and 'earnestly’
talk about giving material
form to the dreams of our
Shaheed fighters. We talk
about the spirit of indepen-
dence and express our
‘inner-most’ desire to use

this spirit for the progress |

and development of our

country. But that's all we do,
just make empty commit-
ments. Sixteenth December
passes away and we abruptly
forget our promises.

Today Bangladesh is
nowhere near the image vi-
sualised by the 'freedom
fighters who bravely laid
down their lives in 1971. The
situation in this our beloved
country is getting worse day
by day. This year, when we
celebrate our Victory Day
why don't we make a solemn
pledge that from now on we
shall sincerely try our utmost
to build based on
the ideals of the freedom
fighters? Why don't we make
a formal promise. as much
stakeworth as it can be, that
we shall make a 'united’ ef-
fort and salvage this country
from this dark abyss? -
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