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The offices of IThe Dwily Stur I
will remain closed today
on the occasion of Victory

Day.
Thercfore, ther€ will be

no issue of the newspaper
tomorrow. l

r Inside Today

Column: Beneath the
Surface
by Abdul Bayes
Page 4

Focus

Land and destiny: Ban-
gladesh perspective; Is
there a silver lining —
after 24 years ? Does
Bangladesh speak what
shaheeds wanted
to say ?
Page §

ternational

US may reimpose sanc-
tions if Balkan accord
violated
India preparing for
its first nuclear
test since 74

ASEAN agrees to slash
tarifts on most pro-
ducts by 2003

Pages 6,7

" Victory Day
Special

Today's issue of The
Duily Star contains an

Metropolitan

|

Dhaka Dav by Day

=

Tale of Roadside
Tailors
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

ALCWC meet
tomorrow

Awami League central
working committee will meet

at the party Dhanmondi office |

on December 17 at 4 pm.
Party president Sheikh
Hasina will chair the meet-

ing. reports UNB.

JHENIDAH. Dec 15 The |

Green Panel. hacked by the
ruling BNP and Jamaat-¢-|s-
lami. today swept the elec-
tion of the Islami- Umv:rmv.r
Teachers' Association
Bng 13 posts out of 14.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafirur Rahman will leave
Dhaka today for New Delhi 1o

attend the meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers

commission

Twenty-five honorary lieu
tenants and 36 jundor com-
missioned officers have been
granted honorary commis-
ston in the rank of honorary
captain and houorary HBe
lenant respectively on the ac
tive list of the Bangladesh
Army with effect from today

#
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Jubilee of war VIctory

By Staff Correspondent

The nation today cele-
brales the 25th Victory Day
with a renewed pledge to
saleguard the independenice
#mid sovereignty of the coun-

1
YOn this day in 1971.
Bangladesh came into being
as an Independent and
sovereign nation and
supreme sacrifices of mil-
lions of sons of this soll after
a nine-rnonth war. The Pak-
istani occupation forces had
surrendered to the freedom
fighters and allied Indian
troops at the historic Race
Course Maidan (Suhrawardy
Uddyan) on this day.

_Editorial on page 4

A festive mood sweeps the
capital and the rest of the
country as elaborate pro-
grammes have been drawn to
mark the day.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in a message on the
occasion urged all to resolve
all national problems through
united efforts.

In a separate message,
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia sald upholding
the spirit of the Liberation
War and democratic values
will safeguard our indepen-
dence,

Awami league chief Sheikh
Hasina in a message congrat-
ulated the people and urged
them to renew the pledge to
uphold the spirit of the Lib-
eration War.

BSS adds: The programime
of the day will start with the

See Page 12 Col 4
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The National Memorial at Savar.

= Star photo

| ASEAN signs treaty to

become N-free zone.

BANGHOK., Dec 15: All 10
Soulheast Asian nations
signed a treaty declaring
their region a nuclear
weapons-iree Zone today,
although it is mostly symbolic
since the United States and
China have refused to recog-
nize it for now, reports AP.

The Treaty on the South-
east Asia Nuclear Weapons
Free Zone was signed at a
riverside hotel after almost
12 years ol discussions. A
round of applause followed.

The treaty bans the manu-
facture acquisition, posses-
sion or control over nuclear
weapons. It ensures the right
of each parly to decide
whether to allow port calls
and transit of foreign aircraft
and ships. It does not over-
ride rights of passage ac-
corded by the UN Convention
of the Law of the Sea.

Signing were the leaders
of Thailand. Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Brunei. Singapore and Viet:
nam — all members of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations grouping that
produced the treaty.

Also signing were the

leaders of Myammnar. Cambo-
dia and Laos, which attended
the first summit of all the
region's countries,

The treaty comes into ef
fect after all countries ratify
it., and it lasts indefinitely.

The United States and
China have objected to the
treaty on the grounds that it
may threaten their ability to
move their warships around
the globe. China. according to
ASEAN officials. savs it docs
nol accept territorial righis

More about
Diana

LONDON. Dec 15 Prin-
cess Diana has been dating a
wealthy unmarried property
lycoon for the last 14
months, according to news
reports Thursday night
reports AP,

Two London tabloids, the
Sun and the Daily Mirror.
named him as 40-year-old
Christopher Whalley., who
lives in south Londoan and has

a house in the Yorkshire
See Papge 12 Col 7

implied by the pact.

But ASEAN leaders have
said the pact's protocol — a
supplement that the nuclear
powers will be invited to sign
— is likely to be amended
later to address most of their
wWorries.

The accord also bans the
dumping of nuclear waste in
waters around ASEAN coun-
tries and sets out guidelines
for the monitoring of nuclear
power safety

ASEAN leaders also
promised to start eliminating
all non-tariff barriers to trade
Irom January 1996 and to
speed up the formation of an
ASEAN free trade area before
the previous target date of
2003

They agreed by 2000 to
maximise the number of
items on which tariffs would

be abolished or cut to five per
cent

With iis declaration on
new members  ASEAN,
formed in 1967 with five

menibers and now expanded
lo seven. took a major step
towards realising the dream

Ser Page 12 Col 7

, The memorial iur the martyred teachers of the Dhaka University in 1971 built in f]‘Ul'.lt of
| the VC's residence will be inaugurated today
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By Staff Correspondent
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Nation celebrates Silver| Polls date shifted to Feb 7

The date for parliamentary elections has been shifted to February 7 from January 18. This was

announced by the Election Commission
vised election schedule, the last date for
mm:mcememiwhﬂeJmmﬂkthehumﬁ:

The announcement was
made hours after the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
had a meeting with leaders of
political parties. The meeting
was altended by representa-
tives of the ruling BNP and
59 other parties. The three
major opposition parties,
however, did not attend.

Soon after the revision of
the election schedule, CEC
Justice A K M Sadeque told a
sn*all group of newsmen in
iront of his office "The main
purpose of the rescheduling

a gazette notification last night. According to the re-

filing of nomination papers is Jtllmryﬂ 3, scrutiny of those

is to ensure a larger partici- attend the meeting, we had third week of Jan . The
pation in the general elec- informal talks also with EC requested all tical
tions." them.” he added. parties, carndidates ‘and

When asked about the
possibility of a consensus be-
tween the ruling party and
the Opposition, Justice Sad-
eque said, "This is my eternal

expectation.”

He turther said that at yes-
terdiy s meeting all political
pariics. except one or two,
gave their views in favour of
shifting the election date.
“Though they (three major
Opposition parties) did not

Responding to another
question, Justice Sadeque
made it clear that despite the
revision of the poll schedule,
all activities including the il-
legal arms recovery drive ini-
tiated by the EC would con-
tinue in accordance with its
plan.

~This is for the first time
national elections are sched-
uled to be held in Ramzan,
which is likely to begin in the

others concerned to cooper-
ate in maintaining the sanc-
tity of the Ramzan during the
elections process.

In its gazette nnuﬂclunn.
the Election Commission
explained in brief the back-
ground of the announcement
of election schedule. It
pointed out that after the
dissolution of thHe fifth Par-
liament on November 24, it

See Page 12 Col 7 .

PM wants an
election of

' rigging,
“says Hasina

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
blamed the Prime Minister
for pushing the country to-
wards a constitutional crisis
by dechning to resign and
give election under a neutral
non-party caretaker govern-
ment, reports UNB.

"By revising the election
schedule without creating an
atmosphere for free and fair
election she (PM) is, in [act.
leading the country to a
constitutional crisis. And tak-
ing advantage of it, she wants

to hold an election of rigging

Hasina alleged.
‘She was addressing a
See Page 12 Col 6

Parties should
always be
ready for

‘polls : Manju

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party will partici-
pate in elections the moment
a congenial atmosphere is
crealed for holding Iree and
fair polls, said Anwar Hossain
Monju. Secretary General of
the Jativa Party.

In the past also the coun-
try witnessed that the eélec-
tions had been delayed but
were finally held. The politi-
cal parties have to "keep
themselves up-to-date taking
preparations for that.” the JP
leader said in an interview
with The Daily Star.

About the caretaker gov-
ernment issue he said "Let it
not be made a cause of lasting
a feud.” The people in power
have always tampered with
the law to suit their own in-
terests, he added.

About the Prime Minis-
ler's stand of not going be-
yond what has been written
in the Constitution, Manju
said constitution is the em-
bodiment of people's aspira-
tions. Party in power tampers
with it to suit their needs, he
said.

Sec Page 12 Col 8

Of the unsung

heroines....

By Staff Correspondent

They stood up for what
they thought was right. They
fought side by side with men
in the country's War of Inde
pendence.

No archive has recorded
the saga of Piar Chand Bibi «
valor or the sacrifice made by
Kafuly Begum of Nalitabari
during the nine-month bloo
dy war.

Narigrantha Prabartana. .
women s organisation
brought together some of the
unsung heroines of the Liber
ation War vesierdavy at the
Engineers Institution pre

Sec Pupe 12 (ol 8

Serb gesture of ending war in Bosnia

PALE (Bosnia-Herzegov-
inal, Dec 15 Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic
symbolically ended the state
of war in the Serb hall of
postwar Bosnia today — ex-

. cept in Serb-held Sarajevo

reports AP

Karadzic's gesture was in-
lencded to show world leaders
he is committed to peace.
while reminding them he bit-
u_-r!y opposes their decision

to unify Sarajevo under the
rule of his enemies.

Peace became official in
Paris yesterday with the
signing of a US-brokered ac
cord that divides Bosnia into

two regions — one cortrolled
by Serbs the other by Mus
lims and Croats

Some 60.000 NATO
troops including 20 000
Amencans. will pour into the

"The war is over,” the Avaz
newspaper proclaimed.

"Welcome to peace.” said
Sarajevo s main newspaper,
Oslobodjenie

An editorial in Sarajevo's

BRUSSELS. Dec 15: NATO gave provisional approval to-
day for alliance combat troops to begin moving into Bosnis
to police the peace deal signed in Paris yesterday, alliance

sources said, reports Reuter

country soon to try to make
the agreemnent stick

In the government con
trolled heart of Sarajevo
newspapers heralded the of
Iwial end of the 3-year war in
huge. fron! page headhnes

vecernje Novine said
People wonder: Can the sol
dwrs of war become the sol
ders of prace? Anything is
The prople were
GOl asked about anvthing by
AFTYTNRYy  anvway

erssinle

Kiaradzic — beaten at the
bargaining table and on the
battlefield and indicted by an
international war crimes tri-
bunal — revoked a combal
order he issued to Bosnian
Serb troops on July 28 The
news was reported by the
Serb news agency SRNA.

Karadzic exempted Serh
held suburbs of Sarajevo from
the order. Despite vehement
objections from Sarajevan
Serbs and their leaders. the
accord reguires that the
Bosnian capital be united un
der a Muslim Croat Federa-
tion

Seec also page 8

Refixing  polls date not enongh: Opposition

Dec 17 hartal postponed

The Opposition-called 24-
hour hartal scheduled for De-
cember 17 was postponed by
them in view of the an-
nouncement of a revised
reschedule for the next gen-
eral elections.

The announcement made
by the Election Commission
(EC) last night brought a new
whiff of relief and relaxed
tension which had pushed

the political barometer to a

climax, with the date for fil-
ing nominations only a day
away and all Opposition par-
lies remaining determined to
bovecott the polls.

The previously announced
Opposition programme of

Star Report

gheraoing EC offices in the
country on December 18 was
also postponed as a result of
the new development.
Political observers said
that this was for the first
time a scheduled hartal was
called off and described the
Opposition move as a sincere
manifestation of their wish to
solve the crisis and partici-
pate in the elections in a
truly compatible atmosphere
that was mutually acceptable.
Both the government and the
Opposition leaders sat at im-
promptu meetings last night
to review the "laiest breath-
ing time which perhaps is
their last in their bid to re-

solve the 20-month old -
ical standoff that has taken
the nation on the brink of
lotal uncertainty,” one analyst
remarked.

In their reactions, the
leaders of the major Opposi-
tion parties said yesterday
that the revision of the elec-
tion schedule had given the
ruling party the time and op-
portunity to concede to their
demands that the Prime Min-
ister step down and national
elections be held under a
non-partisan caretaker gov-
ernment, at the initiative of
the President.

The opposition Awami

See Page 12 Col 4

3 major parties keep
out of CEC's meet

R\ Staif Correspondent

The threc-major opposi-
tion parties — Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — did not attend the
meeting convened by the
Election Commission yester-
day to discus the next par-
liamentary election.

Representatives of almost
all the political parties in-
cluding the ruling BNP and
59 smaller ones at the meet-
ing gave their views in favour
of rescheduling the elections.

Some 86 representatives

College student
murdered in city

By DMCH Correspondent

A college student was
murdered at Koilash Ghosh
lane under Kotwali thana in
the old part of the cily yes-
terday evening.

Nobin Hossain, 22, a sec-
ond year student of Ideal Col-
lege at Dhanmondi. was
killed as some unidentified
vouths, during a hot ex-
change ol words. stabbed him

Sec age |12 Col B

of political parties attended
the meeting held at the NEC
auditorium. Prominent
among the parties repre-
sented were Gano Forum,
Muslim League, NAP
(Bhasani). Khelafat Andolon;
Islami Biplobi Parishad and
Freedom Party.

The representatives said
that for the sake of giving yet
another chance to the BNP
and the Opposition to reach a
consensus for resolving the

lingering political crisis. the
EC could defer the poll
schedule by one to two
weeks. Most of them also ex-
pressed their frustration over
Lhe present stalemate.

With the CEC Justice AKM
Sadeque in the chair, the
meeting was also attended by
Election Commissioner Jus-
tice Abdul Jalil, Secretary of
the EC Md Irshadul Haq and
Additional Secretary S M Za-
karia.

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia., Education
Minister Barrister Jamirud-
din Sircar and State Minister

See Page 12 Col 8

Interview of BNP
nomination

seekers completc

The interday of the
ination seekers trmn 1h:
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) for the forthcoming
Chittagong division which .
began Thursday was com-
pleted yesterday, reports
BSS.

Party sources said 200
nomination seekers of differ-
ent constituencies of Feni,
Noakhali, Laxmipur, Chit-
tagong and Cox's Bazar ap-
peared before the nomination
board at the BNFP elections
office at Kakrail.

The interview of the nom-
ination seekers from differ-
ent constituencies of Rajbari
district began last night. BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia and BNFP Standing Com-
mittee members took the
interview,

Party sources said, the in-
terview of ,266 nomination
seekers of Faridpur, Tangail,
Jamalpur, Sherpur. My-
mensingh and Netrakona dis-
tricts will be held on Decem-
ber 23 while 246 nomina-
tions seekers from districts
of Dhaka, Narayanganj, Ma-
nikganj. Narsinghdi, Gazipur,
Munshiganj and Kishoreganj
will be held on December 24.

——
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On Monday, 18th December, 1995

at 19, Dilkkusha C/A, Dhaka

The Branch will be conducted purely in accordance with the
Islamic Principles.

It is a humble gesture on the part of the Bank to show
profound respect to the religious feelings of the people of
the country and also to meet all their banking needs.

Alltypes of banking business includirg Foreign Exchange will
be available at this Branch.

The accounting system of the Branch will be completely

independent and separate from the main stream of the Bank.

Prime Bank Limited

A Bank with a difference
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