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SA-England 3rd Test today
Woolmer the wise guy

1 ‘ DURBAN. South
Alrica, Dec 13:
South African
- . coach Bob Woo-
L )| lmer scoffs at
' suggestions that
England hold a psychological
advantage going into the
third Test at Kingsmead on
. Thursday, reports Reuter.
*  The South Africans were
‘ clearly deflated by opposing
captain Mike Atherton's ca-
.reer-best unbeaten 185,
 spanning 644 minutes, which
earned England a highly im-
probable draw in the second
Test in Johannesburg.
But Woolmer was at pains
to point out that the South

Inter-varsity
hockey from
tomorrow

Bangladesh inter-univer-
'sity hockey competition '95
will begin here on Friday at
"the Bangladesh University of
'Engineering and Technology
_(BUET) playground, reports
- UNB.

“ BUET Vice-Chancellor
Prof Mohammad Shahjahan
will inaugurate the competi-

tion at 3 pm.
Rajshahi University, Agri-
-cultural University, Chit-

tagong University and BUET
will take part in the compe-
tition.

The final match of the
meet will be held on Decem-
ber 17 (Sunday). said a press
release.

The BUET inter-hall* vol-
leyball tournament '95 will
begin from December 19
[Tuesday'] the press release

Alfricans were looking ahead
rather than at what had gone
before.

"If they want to claim a
moral victory in the second
Test then fine they can have
it."” said Woolmer.

"The truth is the series is
0-0 and none of us knows
how this one will go so you
can't think about the last
Test. The slightest slip could
let the other team in for a
potential series-clinching

England manager
lllingworth said it

Ray
"didn’t

matter a damn” who might
have come out on top in Jo-
hannesburg.

"It's not what's gone be-
fore that matters — it's what's
going to come in this Test.”

BOB WOOLMER

Since the early 1980s,
w!wn it was known for its
“wreen Mambas®. Kingsmead
has had the reputation of be-
ing a green flyer but this
overlooks the fact that good
batsmen have made plenty of

runs on it.

The emerald look of the
pitch can be confusing fer
opposition captains.

When Hugh Morris cap-

tained England A against Na-
tal two years ago he had no

hesitation in putting the
home side in. But two rookie
openers put on 192, Natal
went on to make over 450
and won by an innings.

"At the moment it's quite
damp and green but obviously
things change a great deal
here in two days.” was all
Ilingworth would offer.

"Phil Russell (the
groundsman) is quite happy
that if he gets two days of
good weather then it will be a
good pitch but if it's cloudy
then it might stay damp and
seam around a bit."

South Afriea captain Han-
sie Cronje said he believed
Kingsmead had the "most
likely result wicket” of the
three remaining Test venues.
"It's a great opportunity.” _

lllingworth has confirmed
that England would again play
six batsmen. This means that
Durban-born Robin Smith
will play his 60th Test on the
ground where he watched
and played a vast amount of
cricket in his youth.

"England appear certain to
replace out-of-form Mark
Ramprakash at number three
with John Crawley and pace
bowler Peter Martin is fan-
cled to come in for the in-
jured Darren Gough.

South Africa may give 20-
year-old Jacques Kallis his
Test debut at number seven
which would mean no place
for left-arm spinner Clive Ek-
steen.

Going against the grain

AIN. Dec 13:
! Brian Lara may
| be a superstar of
| the West Indies
- : - iricket team.
But 1he teamm manager de-
picts him as a confused man
in need of help, report
agencies.

In the report by Wes Hall
to the West Indies Cricket
Board of Control, published
“in"" Tuesday's Trinidad
Guardian newspaper, Lara
confesses: "Cricket is ruining
my life."

The report comes as the
West Indies team. playing
without Lara, suffered a hu-
miliating eight-wicket defeat
against a team of rookies
from the Australian Cricket
Academy.

Lara, 26, reportedly in his
native Trinidad, could not be
reached for comment.

The batsman withdrew
from the World Series Cup
tour after he was fined for be-
ing absent without permis-
‘sion for three days during the
England tour.

His withdrawal shocked
fans worldwide, setting off
debate _about discipline on
the West Indies team.

The manager's report de-
scribes a heated team meet-
ing July 31 when Lara com-
plained that he and all his
teammates thought captain
Richie Richardson should be
‘blamed for the lack of disci-

[ ]

Boca in a stew

BUENOS AIRES. Dec 13:
Diego Maradona plunged into
more controversy on Tues-
day by threatening to quit his
troubled Argentine club Boca
Juniors if they hire former
Seville and Argentine na-
tional coach Carios Bilardo,

reports Reuter.
Boca's new car magnate

president Mauricio Maeri is
discussing terms with Bilardo
to replace Silvio Marzdolini
after the team squandered a
six-point lead to crash out of
' the league title race.

" Bilarde is the new
coach., them I'm out.’~
Maradona told Argentine ra-
dio from Chile where he

‘i PORT OF S5P-

travelled to join the Boca side |

for a friendly.

'  The former Argentine
cqum clashed with Bilardo
in 1993, shouting insuits be-
fore television cameras after

mm;ﬂumm

Maradona's o ﬂll
lm&m-&—mﬁ and a
Greek club.

w

Maradona signed with
Boca in July for more than 9
million dollafs to play until
December 1997 and re-
turned from a |5-month sus-

pension for taking prohibited
gsubstances to lead the team
ln- the lnR of the league table

' But Boca's fortunes shriv-
elied spectacularly with a 6-4
defeat by Racing Club in early
December Maradona was
“sidelined by Diarrhoea for
Saturday’'s 2-1 loss to Estudi-
antes De La Plata and Boca
lost all championship

chances.
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pline.
When Richardson said he
would not "bow to any egotis-

tical ple who have agen-
das and ambitions.," Lara
jumped up, declaring, "I re-

tire," and stormed out of the
meeting, according to Hall's
report.

Then Lara apparently
changed his mind and re-
quested a with Peter
Short, president of the West
Indies Cricket Board of Con-
trol.

At the meeting with Short
and team ufﬁcials Lara com-

BRIAN LARA

plained about players cursing
in public and engaging in
other unruly acts. citing fast
bowlers Curtly Ambrose and
Winston Benjamin and bats-
man Keith Arthurton as the
main offenders.

Short reminded Lara that
he had initially said he would
retire.

Lara's demeanor changed
“alarmingly.” Hall wrote.

“What are you going to do
with me? Please be lenient
Cricket has ruined my life "
Lara was quoted as saying.

"At that moment | realised
that Lara needed all the help
he could get.” wrote Hall, the
star fast bowler of the 1960s.

Both sides have softened

weeks.

Short and the team offi-
cials decided Lara should re-
join the team for the rest of
the England tour. The board
fined Lara 10 per cent of his
tnur earnings for the tempo-

rary withdrawal. The amount
of the fine was not disclosed.

According to Hall, Lara's
retirement "is still the best
kep¥-secret of the year.”

Asked to co nt on the
Guardian story, Hall, in an in-
terview Tuesday night from
Australia with a Caribbean
television network. ex-
pressed: "Disgust and sur-
prise that my confidential

report to the board was
leaked to the press in
Trinidad.”

According to the Guardian
story. Hall said Lara — the
world double record holder
for the highest Test innings
(375) and the highest first
class score (501 not out) —
was allowed to rejoin the
team after meeting with
WICBC president Peter Short
and Hall.

"President Short con-
cluded that the Trinidad and
Tobago batsman ‘seemed to
be imagining things' and all
the things Lara complained
about were off-the-field mat-
lers, and were therefore the
responsibility of the captain.”
the story quoted Hall as say-
ing.

The WICBC will hold a
special meeting Friday to
look into Lara's withdrawal
from the Australian tourna-
ment. But the board has
come under fire from fans
who blame the monetary
sanction for the loss of the
left-handed batting star.

Even if the WICBC decides
that all if forgiven, Lara's
cricket future seems far from
certain.

"Il allowed back into the
team | have to asses the situ-
ation to see if | can play un-
der the same environment,”

Lara told reporters here last
Wer K

the other foot!

CHRISTCHURCH, Dec 13:
Pakistan's ericket team is re-
discovering their winning
touch as the World Cup ap-

' proaches.
b

A 161-run Test win over
New Zealand at Lancaster
Park of Tuesday followed a
74-run victory over powerful
Australia in Sydney a week
earlier.

Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram said Wednesday that
he believes his young team
has turned the corner ahead
of the World Cup, which will
be jointly hosted by Pakistan.

India, and Sri Lanka from Feb |

10, reports AP.

Leg-spinner Mushtaq
Ahmed has been in inimitable
form. while ljaz Ahmed hit
centuries in both eof the
team's most recent Test vic-
tories.

“We have had a lot of criti-
cism in the last six or seven
months and the players are
working hard for each other
— and that's the best thing
for the future of Pakistani
cricket,” said Wasim.

"We are all talking. we are
all going out together and
we're quite close to each
other again. Hopefully, that
will be good for Pakistan for
the next decade.”

While Pakistan is on a
high, New Zealand continues
their search for the right
combination ahead of the
four-mateh limited-overs
series against Pakistan.

Coach Glenn Turner has
warned that no member of
the New Zealand team is se-
cure.

"I don't subscribe to that
view." he said. "l don't think
any player should feel com-
fortable about their place in
the side.

"Every player should be so
determined to do well and
prove their worth that they
should not assume they'll be
in the next team. I think
that's a healthy attitude to
have.”

The Turner-led New
Zealand selection panel.
which also includes former
international Mike Shrimp-
ton and Rick Pickard.
showed they were willing to
be tough earlier this year,
when they dropped former
captain Ken Rutherford.

"More and mare the reali-
sation is there that this se-
lection panel is strong
enough to make hard deci-
sions if it has to," Turner
said.

The next Test team — to
face Zimbabwe in January —
won't be named for about four
weeks.

Promising Central Dis-
tricts leg-spinner Greg
Loveridge has been added to
the one-day squad for the
first two matches against
Pakistan at Dunedin on Friday
and in Christchurch on Sun-

day.
Good news
for Diego
ROME. Dec 13: A Rome
court on Tuesday cleared

veteran Argentine soccer su-
perstar Diego Maradona on

. charges of involvement in

drug
Reuter.
- The charges had been
levelled against Maradona.
whe played for Napeoli until
1991, by Pietro Pugliese, a
prison guard and friend of
Maradona who said he had
unwittingly supplied the
player with three-kg (6.6 1b)
of cocaine in 1989,

Pugliese said the drugs
were concealed in a package
of newspapers’ and he was
asked to deliver to Maradona.
Pugliese claimed
Maradona had contacts with
the Camorra. the Neapolitan
version of the mafia.

Pugliese changed his ver-
sion of events several times
during the trial. In the end,
the prosecutor asked that

charges be dropped because
there has no corroborating
evidence te back up the
charges

trafficking, reports

their positions in the last two

.
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German soccer star Juergem Klinsmann signs autographs for young South African
fans after the tramming session in Capetown's Green Point Stadium yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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FIF.A ;,eneral secmtary Jusaph S Blatter cunducts tha dnw fnr the '98 Wurld Cup qualifiers’ grouping at a grand

‘ceremony in Paris on Dec 12.

A hymn for the secular soccer

PARIS., Dec
13: Soccer often
brings nations
closer together
- but this close?

Ahead of
Thursday's formal peace
signature between the

warring parties in Bosnian
conflict following over three
years of fierce fighting. the
World Cup draw put Bosnia
and Croatia in the same
qualifying group for the 1998
finals in France, report
agericies.

After their battlefields saw
some of the ugliest fighting
since World War [I. they now
move to the friendlier fields
of soccer. Bosnia will play in
Bologna, Italy. though, while
the nation is being rebuilt.

And almost -three years

Prologue for riveting war

FARIS, Dec 12:
An irreverent
kick of a super-
sonic ball by the
Statue of Liberty
and a header by
the Mona Lisa upstaged some
ol the world's best known
footballers at the 1998 World
Cup draw on Tuesday. re-
ports Reuter.

“‘The -ball - whizzing around
on high-tech videes bouncing
under the Arc De Triomphe,
headed by a buckling Eiffel
Tower and overtaking the
Concorde airliner — off-set
the complex mathematics of
the 172-nation entry.

The ball started off as the
torch of the Statue of Liberty,
changing into a ball it was
kicked over the Atlantic to
symbolise the handing of the
torch from the United States.
hosts of the 1994 World Cup,
to France.

The ball moved around
considerably more easily than
the guests. Pele was among
those who decided against
coming, partly because
France is crippled for a 19th
day by sirikes.

The ball ended up bounc-

alier Czechoslovakia broke
up. the Czech Republic and
Slovakia also were drawn to-
gether to fan passions of soc-
cer fans.

"The situation is .a. bit
bizarre, but it changes noth-
ing," said Faruk Hadzibegic,
Bosnia's representative at the
172-nation draw. "We'll be
going for victory each time."

In a drawing at the Lourve
museum Tuesday., the star-
studded audience gasped
when the two f[ormer Yu-
goslav nations were put in
the same group. Slovenia, an-
other neighbour also joined
the group together with
Denmark and Greece.

“It's a regional champi-
onship," said FIFA Secretary
General Sepp Blatter. who
presided over the draw.

ing off the Mona Lisa — the
original was a mere stone's
throw away. She bulged out of
her [rame to nod it on. Her
smile didn't even flicker.
Organisers are already
dubbing the 1998 finals "the
greatest media event in the
world” and have already
counted the cumulative tele-

vision audience — a projected

37 billion. + -

The hall under the Louvre
used for the draw had a long
blue catwalk and is more
used to supermodels at the
Paris fashion shows than to
soccer names like Zico and
Hristo Stoichkov.

Presiding over the draw,
FIFA general secretary Sepp
Blatter seemed to have trou-
ble thinking of quips.

"Singapore, very well
known for different reasons,”
he remarked during a show
that lasted exactly 90 min-
utes, the length of a soccer
match. "Grenada, that's not
the song but the island.”

Or he came up with geog-
raphy and sports teasers for
his audience. "What's the cap-
ital of Rwanda? . . . Kigali."
"When did Costa Rica play in

The new-Yugoslav team
made a return to the World
Cup after international sanc-
tions kept it out of the 1994
edition in the United States.

But geopolitics was far
from concerns of the US
team. Their immediate worry
was Costa Rica, another
World Cup veteran.

The complicated draw
also appointed the winner of
the Nicaragua-Guatemala
match-off and an as-yet un-
named Caribbean opponent
in its semifinal Group 1 of
the north and central Ameri-
Carl ZOTIE.

"l still don't know what
happened,” said a bemused
Alexi Lalas after he partici-
pated in the 90-minmute draw.

Some European nations
wish it never happened.

the World Cup finals?
1986."

He also instructed the’
largely mute audience of
2.000: "If a country please
you, you can applaud. If not,
you can whistle.” Lebanon re-
ceived perhaps the biggest
applause, while everyone was
too polite to boo.

And Blatter lent credence
to conspiracy theorists who
believe the draw can be fixed
by instructing ex-Formula
One world champion Alain
Prost to mix up the coloured
balls before plucking one out
of a transparent bowl "so that

people see. it's serious.”

He also paid French 400
metres hurdles world cham-
pion Marie-Jo Perec probably
one of the best compliments
of her life, calling her "the
most gracious woman in the
world."

Blatter later confided his
delight in showmanship. "I
always like being on a stage
because when | was at the
University of Lausanne, | had
an excellent theatre teacher,”
he said.

— AFP/UNB phutn

Only the winner of each d
nine European Groups and
the best runners-up an

anteed places in the ﬂnah.
Group 6 appeared the

est with Yugoslavia and Spain
mmg the Chechs and Slo-

The other runners-up will -
have to play more games to
appoint the four final Euro-
pean qualifiers that can join
defending titlist Brazil ‘and
host nation France in the fi-
nals. s ?

Italy faces England, ¢
with Poland, Georgia:

Moldova, ."It's a tough group
but we have to aim to it,”
said England ceach -
Venables.

"It's a super draw," ﬂ
Italian trainer Arrigo Saechi.
"It means that two of the
biggest sides in the entire
world of football will come
together and that is somie-

thing fans in both t:muﬂl'h
will want to see.

"We would have liked to be
t.roup Eight but I glm Eng-
land would have ‘that
too."

England manager Terry
Venables said: "It's a
group. They are all goed
sides. But we are fortunate to

be in a group of five instead
of six." ' _

Ireland ' Maniiger J
Charlten was also-

confident after the dra
0% Y teais B
in one of the six-na
grnupa including strong Re-

He said: "Romania are the
only team there that
would say had excellent ¢
ity. Even so 1 believe
many of their top players are
coming towards the end of
their careers.’

Romanian coach :
Lorddanescu said that he al-
ready saw Group Eight as a
two-horse race for the auto-
matic qualifying spot between
his side and Ireland., .

‘I think we are the only
two teams in it,"” he said. "But
we are-looking for revenge
after losing on penalties at
the 1990 World Cup finals.”

Grouping of '98 WC qualifiers

PARIS, Dec 13(AFP): Draw for the qualifying competition of the 1998 World Cup soccer on Tuesday:
ASIA: (Three qualifiers plus one team into playoff with

Oceania winner).

First round: (each group to decide own system of play):

Group 1—Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Taiwan.

Group 2—Iran, Syria, Maldive Islands, Kirghizistan.

Group 3—United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Jnrdan

Group 4 —Japan. Oman, Nepal, Macao.

Group L—Uzhekjstan Indonesia, Yemen, Cambodia.

Group 6—South Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong.

Group 7—Kuwait, Lebanon, Singapore.

Group 8 —China. Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Tajikistan.

Group 9 —Iraq, Kazakhstan, Pakistan.

Group 10—Qatar, India, Sri Lanka, Philippines.

Second round: Group winners to be drawn into two
groups of five. Top two in each second round group qualify

for semifinals.

Semifinals: Two semifinal winners qualify for 1998 fi-
nals in France. Two losers take part in playoff. Winner of

playoff qualifies for finals in France, loser goes into playoff

with Oceania winner.

OCEANIA: (One team into playofl with fourth Asian team

for place in finals).

First round (league system):
Melanesian Group—FPapua New guinea, Solomeon Islands.

Vanuatu

Polynesian Group——Cook [slands. Tonga

. Western Samoa

Melanesian Group winner qualify for second round
along with winner ol playoff between Melanesian group
runner-up and Polynesian group winner,

Second round(league system):

Group 1—Australia, Tahiti, winner Melanesian-Polyne-

sian playoff.

Group 2—New Zealand, Fiji, winner Melanesian group.

Third round: Winner Group One v winner Group Two.
Winner into playoff with fourth Asian team.

NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA: (Three qualifiers)

Caribbean Zone:
First round:

A Aruba v Dominican Republic
B Bahamas v St Kitis and Nevis

C Guyana v Grenada
D Dominica v Antigua
Second round:

- Winner B v St Lucia
Winner C v Haiti
Surinam v Jamaica
Winner ) v Barbados
Winner
Third round:

R

. Bermuda v Trinidad and Tobago
Puerto Rico v St Vincent
Cayman Islands v Cuba

3] v Netherlands Antilles

Teams drawn into Pairs with winners (A, B, C, D) going

into semifinal phase

Winners qualify for semifinal phase.

Central American Zone:
E Nicaragua v Guatemala
F Belize v Panama

Winners qualify for semifinal phase.

lu-ﬂnﬂphu:

Group 1—United States, Costa Rica, winner E, winner D

Group 2—Canada, El Salvador, winner S, winner F

Group 3—Mexico, Honduras, winner B, winner C

Top two in each group go into final phase (league sys-
tem) top three in final phase qualify for finals in France.

SOUTH AMERICA: (Four qualifiers plus Brazil Whn qual-
ify automatically as champions).

Argentina. Bolivia, Chile. Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay.
Peru. Uruguay and Venezuela play in single group (league

system).

Top four qualify for finals in France.

AFRICA: (Five qualifiers)

Cameroon, Nigeria, Egypt and Morocco exempt from

first round.

First round: Sudan v Zambia: Namibia v Mozambique.

Tangania v Ghana: Swaziland v Gabon.

Uganda v Angola; Mauritius v Zaire,

Malawi v South Africa; Madagascar v Zimbabwe.

Guinea-Bissau v Guinea; Rwanda v Tunisia.

Congo v Ivory Coast; Kenya v Algeria.

Burundi v Sierra Leone, Mauritania v Burkina Faso.

Togo v Senegal: Gambia v Liberia.

Second roumd: First round winners plus Cameroon,
Nigeria, Egypt and Morocco will be drawn later into. five
groups of four with group winners qualifying for finals in

France

EUROPE: (14 qualifiers plus France who qualify aute-"

matically as hosts)

m"1+nmmm0muashwm-m

Group 2 —italy, England, Poland. Georgla, Moldova.
Group 3—Norway, Switzerland, Finland, Hungary, Aser-

batjan.

Group 4 Sweden. Scotland, Austria, Latvia, Belarus,.

Estonia.

Group 5—Russia. Bulgaria, Israel, Cyprus, Luxembourg.
Group 6 Spain, Czech Republic. Slovakia. Yugoslavia,

Malta, Faroe Islands.
Group 7 —Netherlands,
Amrino.

Belgium, Turkey, Wales, San

Group 8—Romania. lreland, Lithuania. lceland, Mace-

donia. Liechtenstein,

Group 9—Germany, Portugal,

Ukraine, Albania, Armenia.

Northern Ireland,

The nine group winners and the best runner-up qualify
for the finals in Franece. The other eight runners-up will be
drawn into Paris for playoffs with the playofl winners guali-

fying for the finals in France.



