- Fidel Castro said in an inter-

-but rather follow the foot-
_Steps of ils socialist partners

ERiErny

Roh's close aide arrested: soun

Korean prosecutors yesterday arrested a close aide of
former President Roh Tae-Woo on bribery charges in
connection with a multi-billion dellar arms bufld-up, a
prosecution official said, Reuter reports from Seoul.

Kim Chong-Whi, Roh's former chief secretary for secu
rity and foreign affairs, was closely associated with huge
military purchases during Roh's 1988-93 term in office.

. & ]
Wei ,}alled for 14 years: chnas ading
disside Wei Jingsheng. was convicted yesterday of
conspiring to subvert the government and sentenced to 14
years in prison, Xinhua News Agency said, Reuter reports
from Beijing.

Wei was also sentenced to three years deprivation of
his political rights, Xinhua said. Xinhua called the verdict a
“first ruling" by the Beijing number one intermediate peo-
ple's court. leaving open the possibility ol modifications.

Tigers massacred over 2,000 civilians:

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerillas have massacred more
than 2,000 civillans since their campaign for a separale
homeland began in 1983, the defence ministry's
operational headquarters alleged yesterday, Reuter reports
from Colombo.

It said altugcq;‘er there have been more than 5.000
civilian deaths, the vast majority at the hands of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), differentiating
between massacres and incidental killing of civilians.

» L]

12 killed in Papua New Guinea clash:
Twelve people have been reportedly killed in a jungle gun
battle between separatist guerillas and pro-government
fighters on the cooper-rich island of Bougainville, AP
reports from Port Moresby, PN Guinea.

The report of Tuesday's killiigs was published in "The
National” newspaper on Wednesday, 24 hours before peace
talks are due to start in Cairns, in neighbouring Australia.

quk newsman killed in Nicosia:
A Tajik

reporter for the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) was kidnapped and killed in Tajikistan yesterday,
the Iranian news agency IRNA reported Wednegday,
Reuter reports from Nicosia.

IRNA said in a report from the Tajik capital Dushanbe
that Muhiddin Alimpur, who worked for the BBC's Persian
radio service, was "kidnapped and killed by unknown
armed persons in Nicosia Tuesday night."

Hu;edrugaeizedinNicmgun:n
31 kilograms ‘of cocaine,
and 233 rucku of crack were seized hy the Hil:nrquln
police and army in a recent anti-drug operation. local
press reported Tuesday, Xinhua says from Managua.

to commander Eduardo Cuadra Ferry, Deputy
Chief of the Nicaraguan police, the operation which began
November 25 and ended December 7 was aimed at check-

ing drug t.rafﬂ::king from Central America to the United
States.

i L] L] t

17 feared dead in Manila fire:s.
me 17 people were feared dead yesterday after a fire
aboard a Philippine ferry spread so rapidly that passengers
had to jump into the sea without lifejackets, Reuter
reports from Manila.

Rescue officials said the death toll was tentative as re-
ports were coming in from several sources and some bod-
ies might have been counted twice.

is earlier ﬁhﬂmaﬂy ﬂwﬁéﬁ- ‘from Los A.ngl:lca

~ Instead, the man known affectionately as "ol' blue eyes”
was spending a quiet day at home and planning a family
dinner with his wife of 19 years, Barbara, to mark the

milestone event.
Birendra ands cabinet:
ed the cabinet yesterday

Birendra of Nepal expanded
from 26 members to 44, the largest yet in the Himalayan
kingdom, state radio announced, AFP reports from
Kathmandu.

The official announcement said five cabinet rank minis-
ters, one state minister and 12 assistant ministers were
added to the cabinet headed by Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba.

Car bomb kills 15 in Algiers: a .
bomb killed 15 people and wounded more th&n 40 in
‘Algiers on Tuesday, in the bloodiest attack since
- presidential elections last month aimed at ending violence
in Algeria, the country's state run television said, Reuter
reports from Paris.

The booby trapped vehicle, parked near a cafe, ripped
through the capital's southern Ain Naadja suburb at 5.35
pm (1635 GMT) said security officials quoted by official

Shimon Peres ends US visit: s

eli Prime Minister Shimon Peres ended on Tuesday a US
visit that showcased his own vision of peace and set the
- stage for a new American drive to draw Syria back to
negotiations, Reuter reports from Washington.
Damascus was unimpressed. "The words of Peres about
the peace,process forward are welcome but we
need to see if there is anything new regarding full with-
- drawal from the Golan Heights", a senior Syrian official
said in Damascus.

10 more killed in SA violence:
Ten more people have been killed in South Africa's volatile

Kwazulu-Natal province, pushing the death toll in criminal
- and political violence to 46 in six days, police said
. -yesterday, Reuter reports from Durban.

They said however the killings were down from the 67

. people reported during the same period last week.

Castro seeks Ja apanese help:c.

" ban President Fidel Castro yesterday appealed to Japan for
§ help in lifting the US trade embargo against his country,
Japanese Foreign Ministry officials said, Reuter reports
from Tokyo.

Castro, in Tokyo on .his first-ever visit, told Japanese
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono that Cuba was suffering from
the loss of trading partners with the demise of the former
Soviet bloc and the US embargo, the officials said.

} Cuba won't abandon

socialism: Castro
TOKYO, Dec 13: President BANGKOK, Dec 13: Finally
freed from the Cold War di-
vide, Southeast Asian leaders
are returning to long-cher-
ished goals to chart the
course, of political, economic
and a!cuﬁty integration for
the 21st century, reports AP.
On Friday, for the first
time, one meeting room will

view aired today that Cuba
will not abandon socialism

China and Vietnam in open-
irtg up its economy, reports

: Rﬂthcr than discarding
socialism, Cuba will seek to

ISLAMABAD, Dec 13 : Pak-
istan on Tuesday accused the
United States ol intervening
in its internal affairs by ex-
pressing concern over vio-
lence in the city of Karachi,
reports Reuter

The US State Department
on Monday urged Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's
government and the ethnic
Mohajir Quami Movement
(MQM) to resume talks to
end violence which has killed
‘more than 1,800 peeple this
year in Pakistan s largest city.

“The comment was an in-
terference in the internal af-
fairs of Pakistan and was not
in keeping with the princi-
ples governing relations be-
tween [(riendly countries.™ a

foreign ministry spokesman

"We are deeply concerned
by the escalating cycle of vio-
lence in Karachi and particu-
larly by the sharp Increase in
reported extrajudicial
killings. extortion and cus-
todial deaths by security
forces.” State Department
spokesman said in Washing-
ton

The Pakistani spokesman
said "strong measures had
been taken within the pa-
rameters of law to control vi-

olence perpetrated by terror-
ists.

But he said thtr: have
been no custodial deaths or
extrajudicial killings. Action
has been taken where there

International
US accused of intervening in
Pak internal affairs

have been police excesses
Thousands of people

turned out on Tuesday to

mourn two murdered rel.

tives of MQM leader Altal
Hussain in Karachi. where

polit ¢ said six more people

were killed in (resh violence.
Fhe spokesman said the

murder of Hussains half-
brother and a nephew on
Saturday and that of a brother
of Sindh Province Chief Min

ister last month had been a
selback to the government s

efloris to bring normality to
Karachi
AFP from Karachi adds

More than 15 000 wailing
mourners condemned Prime

Minister Benazir Bhutto and
vowed to take revenge for the
killing< ol Nasir Hussain &2,

and Arif Hussain 28, the
brother and nephew of Altaf
Hussain, a leading ethnic ac-
livist from the opposition
Mohajir Quami Movement.

The two were tortured be-
fore being executed. Their
bodies were discovered late
Saturday night

Mourners carried a banner
that read "We will not rest in
peace until we have revenged
the death of our martyrs.”

Six people, including the
four gunmen, died in vio-
lence throughout the day
Tuesday.

Authorities feared militant
groups would use the funeral
ol the slain men as an oppor-
tunity to attack the govern-
ment and security forces.

WB wﬂ 80 Frank sisa:
-me::hbmm his: |

make its system "more. effi-
cient” he said in the brief in-
terview with Japan Broad-
casting Corp. (NHK) hours

his arrival late Tuesda
astor added that U

President Bill Clinton was a
“progr

essive man” but he

criticized t- us E
*d right-wing US leg

hold the leaders of all 10
countries of Southeast Asia,
including military-ruled

Myanmar, democratic Thai-
land, the Sultanate of Brunei,

‘and Communist-ruled Viet-

nam. Not long ago, many

were battlefield enemies.
Seven nations belong to

the Assoclation of Southeast

The two French pilots liberated by the Bosnian Scrbs, lieutenant Juse Souvignet 2],

and

Captain Frederic Chiffot (2R), are greeted by French President Jacques Chirac (C) and
French Defence Minister Charles Millon upon their arrival at Villacoublay military

airport on Tuesday.

— AFP/ UNB photo

Tamil Tigers trying to smuggle
in chemical weapons

COLOMBO. Dec 13 : Sri
Lankan Tamil Tigér rebels,
who lost their northern
Jaffpa stronghold last
were trying to smuggle, in
chemical weapons to fight
government forces, military
sources and a local newspa-
per said today.

"We had some intelligence
that the Tigers were trying to
smuggle in a shipment of
arms," a military officer told
Reuters.

He said navy patrnls had
been alerted to be on the
look out for the rebel arms
ship, suspected to be carry-
i11g chemical weapons.

The officer also said air
force planes were also de-

ployed on maritime recon-

naissance to prevent rebel

attempts to smuggle arms.
The Tigers are known to

" have a fleet of ships they use

to bring arms to the waters
off Sir Lanka's eastern
seaboard where the weapons
are unloaded into small boats
and taken to guerilla jungle
bases.

The independent “Island”
newspaper quoted army in-
telligence sources as saying
that a ship carrying a large
amount of artillery and mor-
tar shells filled with an in-
flammable chemical had set
sail for Sri Lanka from a port
in Turkey last week.

The sources told the pa-

per the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels
wegre © seekKing chemical
wea ns to, attack gmrern-
ment troops who captured
their northern Jaffna town
stronghold after a seven-
week offensive.

The Tigers fired tear gas
shells at the troeps last
month as they neared the
town but the military said
troops were not affected as
they had been prepared for
chemical weapons attacks
and wore protective clothing.

Military officials have said
they feared the rebels forced
Jaffna residents to evacuate
the town to attack troops
with gas.

UNGA calls for
an end to N-tests

UNITED NATIONS, Dec
13: The UN General Assem-
bly on Tuesday called for ad
immediate end to nuclear
tests and deplored those al-
ready conducted by adopting
a resolution aimed at France
and Chiha, Reuter.

The vote was 85 in favour
18 against and 43 abstentions
on the sdesolution that
strongly deplores current
nuclear testing and strongly
urges and end to all nuclear
tests. The document did not
mention France and China by
name,

While the resolution was
adopted easily, reflecting the
international outcry against
France's resu of nu-
clear testing it obtained 10
fewer votes than it had in a
key assembly commitiee vote
last month.

UAE plans ban
on marriage to
foreigners

DUBAI, UAE, Dec 13 :@ A

governmental body is drafting -

a law that would make it ille-
gal for United Arab Emirates
citizens to marry a foreigner,
a newspaper reported Tues-
day. reports AP.

The Gulf News, an
English-language newspaper,
said statistics showed that 30
per cent of all marriages in
the UAE involved a’ foreign
partner and thist bp to 60

'cernit of thése marriages end

in divorce,

The oil-rich United Arab
Emirates relies heavily on
foreign workers; in fact. 75
per cent of the country’'s 2.2
million people are expatri-
ates.

The fund provides UAE
men with a loan of 70,000
dirhams (19,000 dirs) if they
marry a woman from the
emirates. Those who marry a
foreigner get nothing, but
this has not proved incentive
enotigh in many cases.

ROK endorses nuclear

contract with DPRK

SEQOUL, Dec 13: South Ko-
rea on Wednesday endorsed a
lentative  international
agreement to provide rival
North Korea with two mod-
ern reactors promised under
a historic 1994 nuclear ac-
cord, reports AP.

A cabinet meeting,
chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister Rha Woong-bae, ap-
proved the agreement
reached in New York over
the weekend between North
Korea and a US-led interna-
tional consortium, govern-
ment officials said.

The agreement also needs

approval by three other con-
cerned governments — the
United States, Japan and
North Korea — for signing,
tentatively scheduled for
later this week, said the offi-
cials at the Unification Board,
a government ministry.
. "From our viewpoint, the
agreement is acceptable, be-
cause it guarantees our cern-
tral role in designing and
building the plants,” said Kim
Kyong-woong, a government
spokesman.

The agreement, if ap-
proved by all, will end more
than three years of tough ne-

gotiations on replacing the
communist North's suspect
nuclear program with a safer
one that produces far less
weapons-grade plutonium.

Under the 1994 nuclear
accord with the United
States, North Korea has
frozen its nuclear program,
suspected of being used for
weapons development, in ex-
change for two Western-
made light-water reactors
worth dirs 4 billion.

A US-led consortium,
named the Korean Energy
Development Organization,
was formed early this year to
finance the project. Its prin-
cipal financiers are South Ko-
rea, Japan and the United
States.

South Korea will take
most of the reactor cost, es-
timated at dirs 4 billion.
Japan has promised to play "a
substantial role" in funding
the project.

Subsequent talks stalled
over new North Korea de-
mands for extras, including a
port, training facilities and
raccess roads to the plants to
be built in Sinpo, a remote
village in the country's
nnrthenstcm region.

ASEAN charting

Asian Nations, world leaders
in economic growth: Thai-
land, Indonesia, Malaysia. the
Philippines, Brunei, Singa-
pore and Vietnam. They will
gather with three outcasts
whom they hope to bring
the fold by the year 2000
Myanmar Laos and Cambodia.
"We have always believed
that ASEAN should comprise
all 10 Southeast Asian coun-
tries," said Indonesian For-
eign Minister Ali Alatas, as he
listed. year by year, ASEAN's
progress in regional integra-
tion since its founding in
1967. "That dream is now
coming close to realisation.”
A unified Southeast Asia

into

united course for the 21st

means global clout, said Thai
Prime Minister Banharn Si-
lapa-archa: "Our voice will be
heard louder, our views will
be increasingly sought, and
‘colective action will be
widely recognised.”

The summit lasts one
hour, 50 minutes. Then the
leaders all sign a document
they hope will last forever
the: Treaty of Southeast Asia
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone.
It bans the possession, pro-
duction and control over nu-
clear weapons but allows for-
eign vessels to transit with-

out requiring proof that they
do not carry such weapons.

ASEAN has invited the five

Angela Maxey opens a

White House in Washingt

'e.c.e hﬂ.mh“ cﬁntaining
photos of Bosnian school children as US President Bill
Clinton watches during a ceremony on Tuesday at the

on DC. The ceremony was in

honour of US humanitarians who have aided peace

efforts in Bosnia.

— AFPHJHB photo
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&np.-r Ml-r:hilal Jﬂcklun waves to fdnu as he “rd[kh out

of Beth Israel-North

in New York on Tuesday

after recovering from a serious illness - AFP/UNB phut.a
It's her time to
have a baby!

NEW YORK: Madonna's
ticking, ticking. It's RING-

biological clock isn't ticking.

ING, RINGING, RINGING' FT™

reports AP.

She told ABC television §

in an interview for broad-
cast Wednesday night that
it's time to have a baby but

that pregnancy will have to @& W

wait just a bit while she
makes the movie “Evita.

which begins filming in ks

pperm provider?

"After the movie I'm go-
ing to put a couple of ads i
The New York Times, Vil-
lage Voice, who knows

who's going to apply for, you

know, that fatherhood thing, '

joked.

the 37-yeuar old entertainer

Traq closer to resolve
arms dispute with UN'

UNITED NATIONS, Dec
13 : Iraq's deputy prime min-
ister said Tuesday his country
is closer ta resolving its

P‘P weapons dispube with  the
}.Llnund Nations, and he hopes
' the Security Council will re-

spond by lifting sanctions
imposed after the 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait, reports AP.

"Our assessment of the si-
tuation is that a great
progress has been made in
this regard,” Tariq Aziz said
after a "brief but construc-
tive” meeting with Security
Council President Sergey
Lavrov of Russia.

"We hope that the next
report of the special com-
mission would reflect this
great progress, and we hope
that the Security Council
would react to this great
progress in a fair manner,”
he told reporters.

Aziz did not say what
progress had been made, but
said Iraq still rejects a UN
plan that would allow Iraq to
sell limited amounts of oil

under international supervi-
sion to buy firod and
medicine for its people.

. The Security Council,

| which acts like the board of

directors of the United Na-_
tions, has refused to Ilift
sanctions until a UN commis-
sion determines that Iraq has
complied fully with resolu-
fions demanding an end to
its secret nuclear, biological
and chemical warfare pro-
gramme.

The United Nations
charges Iraq has failed to
disclose full details of its
programmes and to release
complete information on
prisoners taken during the
invasion of Kuwait.

Irag has blamed its failure
to disclose information on
the former head of its
weapons programme, Lt Gen
Hussein Kamel al-Majid.

Al-Majid delected to Jor-
dan In August, After that. Iraq
released about 600,000 pages
of documents on its weapons
programmes.

Permanent UNSC seat | for India

Clinton administration
sticks to its view

WASHINGTON, Dec 13 :
The Clinton administration's
view that India should not be
given a t seat in the
UN Security Council in the
next round of expansion, re-
mains unchanged, reports
PTI.

The US favours Japan and
Germany for permanent
places in the Security Coun-
cil, according to George
Ward, the acting Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-
national Organisation Affairs.

Clarifying his country's
stand on the issue, Ward said
at a press conference here
that the US view remained
unchanged despite talks be-
tween the Indian and the US

ents.

"India has played an ex-

impertant role in the
UN both on the economic,

declared nuclear powers —
the United States, China, Bri-
tain France and Russia — to
sign a protocol, but at least
some havc refused for now.
The United States wants bet-
ter assuranees on the right of
transit and on complance
with the treaty. China worries
that the treaty may prejudice
its territorial claim to South
China Sea islands that the
ZONE COVErs.

No ASEAN member Is
anywhere near nuclear
weapons capable, — or ever
voiced a desire to acquire
them. But not far from the
region, real nuclear threats
exist. To the east is the di-

vided KoreAn peninsula and
giant China; to the west, the
India-Pakistan conflict.

The treaty's main impor-
tance may be its symbolism
in a region where symbols
are all-important. It declares
the unity and the unprece-
dented opportunities that lie
ahead for Southeast Asia.

When ASEAN was born,
Indonesia confronted Malay-
sia over its alleged territorial
ambitions and the US war
raged in Indochina. The new
grouping set three major
goals: economic, social and
cultural t. guard-
ing regional stability against

big power rivalry. and resolv-

century

ing disputes among mem-
bers.

But ASEAN members
could afford to do little else
but try to stick together to
guard their borders. ASEAN
backed US foerces in In-
dochina in the 1960s and
1970s. its security fears grew
after the insurgents seized
power in all three Indochi-
nese countries in 1975 and
Vietnam invaded Cambodia in
late 1978,

All changed in the late
1980s. Indochina lost its
major allies as the Soviet bloc

. Vietnam pulled out
of Cambodia to focus on mar-
ket reforms.

social and the peacekeeping
sides. We understand India
has a strong interest in the
work of the Security Coun-
cil,” he said.

Though US supports
granting of permarient mem-
bership to Japan and Ger-
many. it has not yet consid-
ered whether these two
countries should also have
the right of veto like the pre-
sent permanent members.

At present there are 15
members, including five
permanent members. UN
favours raising the Security
Council strength to 20, in-
cluding permanent seals fo
Japan and Germany. The
three additional seats should
be allocated to the various
regions. The countries of
those regions would decide
the allocation and rotation. |

'Peace possible |
under new Russian
leadership’

GROZNY, Dec 13: Rebel
Chechen leader Dzhokhar|
Dudayev said today peace in
his breakaway region was/
only possible under new Rus»|
sian leadership and he added
that the fighting was just be-
ginning, reports Reuter. I

Speaking to repeorters in
his mountain hideout, Du-
dayev said there would be no
winners or losers from the
Chechnya fighting. "The war|
is entering a new phase. The
war is just beginning You will
be a witness to it.” he said. |

Dudayev. a wanted man in
Russia said peace lalks were

E
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