12 The Darily Star

rights record of '95

By Aasha Mehrgen Amin

Statistics collected by

h Manobadhikar
Sammannya or Coordinating
Council for Human Rights in
h (CCHRB) show

that in the last eleven
months of this year there has
been a significant deteriorat-
ing of the law and order sit-
wation. Murder. rape, duth

tical crime
on the rise this ycnr com-
pared to 1994, A glimpse ol
the law and order situation as
shown by CCHRB's fact-sheet,
from January Ist, 1995 to
November 30th, 1995, gives
a clear picture of the extent
of human rights violations
that have occurred in

As protectors of peace and
security the police force has
been strongly criticized for
the violations committed by
policemen. CCHRB has doc-
umented a total of 11,669
cases of arrests, 34 deaths
due to police firing and 21
deaths while in police cus-
tody — all in 1995.

Not surprisingly, the fact-
sheet shows that women
have been the biggest victim
of human rights violations. [t
records 168 cases of acid
throwing (on women), 179
rapes, 829 suicides (with the
majority being women) and
20 cases of persecution of
women through the declara-
tion of fatwa.

Moreover, the number of
murders this year has been as

high as 2047, with the high-
est number (231) happening
in July. Robbery and thefts

number 1613 cases and
mugging 1,285 cases with

the highest number (250) in

March.

This is, of course, only

part of the picture. Apart
from these incidents, what

has made the lives of the cit-

izens insecure, uncertain and
terror-stricken is the abnor-

mal situation created by the

activities of the political par-
ties. This year (excluding De-

cember) alone, has witnessed

a record of 98 hours of con-
tinuous hartal (strike). the
highest ever in the history of
Ba with the number
of strikes called being 169 of
which 74 were actually car-
ried out. There are, however,
no statistics to record the
number of private cars. buses
and other vehicles and other
property of the private and
puhih: seciors that have been
burnt or damaged

CCHRB has pointed out
the barbaric murder ol Shar-
bahara people in the remote
areas of Bangladesh. It men-
tioned the fertilizer crisis
that left 19 farmers dead by
police firing.

The university campuses
too have become dens of ter-
rorism and violence with 252
episodes of violence and 22
student deaths. The cam-
puses themselves are con-

trolled by thugs, religious
bigots and people oppu-ud to
democracy and

cording to the Human Mll
Council.

These frightening num-
bers can only dishearten the
people of this country who
are growing more and more
skeptical about the out-
landish claims and promises
of politicians. The rights be-
ing violated (as documented
by CCHRB) are rights that
have been legitimized not
only by the UN Declaration of
Human Rights but by our own
Constitution as well. These
include — the right to live
and be free; no person can be
harassed or treated with
cruelty or given inhuman and
humiliating punishment; all
citizens are equal under law
and have equal rights to take
refuge in it; nobody can be
arrested without a reason be-
ing given and none can be ar-
rest illegally or kept in
custody illegally and denied
the help of a lawyer: the right
to freedom of expression
and thought; the right to
property and the right to
congregate and form unions.
The rights to food, education
and shelter are also being
denied to people.
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establish rights?" he asked.
Vielence and terrorism do

nlthdpmtngct le's
support, he ng

=riAsked Ihuut annuum:c-
ment of the election sched-
ule, by the Opposi-
tion, the BNP leader said "Is
there any way other than
holding elections after the
expiry of five-year term of
this t?" He invited
the ition leaders to
come forward and declare if
they had 'any alternative
idea’,

"In democracy, the right
to rule is given only by the

— nothing else can
it," he said.

About the Opposition
claim that the ruling party
was using the administrative
machinery for party interest,
the BNP leader said that dur-
ing a visit to his home town
Comilla recently, no police-
men, the DC or the TNO ac-

em:npmﬂnd him.
~ UNB adds: Rafiqul Islam
Mian said the Constitution
does not provide any residuary
power to the President to
‘constitute a non-party interim
t after the resigna-

tion of the Prime Minister.

.. Talking to UNB at his resi-
dence last night, he referred to
“relevant articles of the Consti-
‘tution and said except ap-
pointing the Prime Minister
.and the Chief Justice, the

Two killed in

road accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

An auto-rickshaw passen-
ger received first degree
burns and died on the way to
the Dhaka Medical College

' Hospital (DMCH) when a
speeding truck knocked the
vehicle near Siddhirganj un-

- der Narayanganj district yes-
terday morning.

Two unidentified men

were also injured in the inci-

dent and were under treat-
ment at the DMCH, hospital
sources said.

. Sources added that the
auto-rickshaw which was
coming from Mawa was hit
from behind by a speeding
truck (Dhaka Metro Da 2636)
at lkoria at about 7:25 am

yesterday.

. After the accident the
auto-rickshaw caught fire and
the three passengers re-
ceived severe burn injuries.

The fire service personnel
~rushed to the spot and
, brou%:tthe fire under con-
trel. unidentified victim
was about 30.

Meariwhile, in another
road accident a pedestrian

was killed when a speeding
auto-rickshaw ran over him

'aniﬂﬂn.-hnmyutn
be identified, was declared
dead at the DMCH.

-Pr:aidmt shall act in accor-

dance with the advice of the
Prime Minister.

Responding to Awami
League President Sheikh
Hasina's reference to Articles
48(2) and 55(6) to get a care-
taker government appointed
by the President, Rafiq ques-
tioned how the President can
use his residuary power?

“Still, if it is possible, it.can
be discussed across the table
since the Prime Minister has
also agreed to consider any so-
lution whatsoever if it is per-
mitted by the Constitution,”
he said.

No alternative to
neutral govt

. Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami yesterday
said there is no alternative to
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment for ensuring voting

rights of the people, reports

'Withuul establishing peo-
ple's voting rights, democ-

racy can not be given aninsti- |
told a

tutional shape.,” he
party rally at the north gate
of Baitul Mukarram mosque
in the afternoon on the first
day of the countrywide 72-
hour hartal. .

HR Day
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tiori and prnrmnt.lnn of human
rights and fundamental free-
doms enshrined in the UN
declaration.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, in her message,
has called upon the interna-
tional community to address
the question of human rights
in the tive of millions
of people living in sub-human
conditions

Former advisor to
Hasina joins BNP
Former advisor to the
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina,Arshad uz Za-
man yesterday joined the
BNP expressing his alle-
giance to the leadership to
party chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia, reports UNB.
Zaman served as ambas-
sador to a number of coun-
tries and as acting Secretary
General of the OIC for a long
time. He was an advisor to

the AL chief from 1985 to
1990.

SSC exams fee
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tional fee of Tk 35. An addi-
tional fee of Tk 55 is to be
paid for the fourth subject
and practical paper together.
Candidates seeking im-

ovement examination will

ave to pay an additional fee
of Tk 90.

The school authorities can
realise tuition . fees upto
March 1996 and under no
circumstances it can realise

tuition fees beyond March
'96.

Hasina's statement
'misleadin
says Talukdar

BNFP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar yesterday said that the
Prime Minister and her Cabi-
net are functioning in accor-
dance with the constitution.
reports BSS.

He said it is a tradition in
parliamentary democracy
that after dissolution of Par-
liament, the government
which was in office before
the dissolution would con-
linue to function as an in
terim government till the
next government takes over.
This sysiem is in practice in
india, UK and Nepal and also
other countries where par
liamentary system is in
vogue, he said.

Similar arrangements are
clearly stated in the constitu-
tion of Bangladesh. Barrister
Talukdar. who is also Minis-
ter for LGRD and Coopera-
tives, said in a statement.

Talukdar described Awami
League president Sheikh
Hasina's statement guestion-
ing the legality of the gov-
ernment by quoting Article
57 (b) of the Constitution
during a press conference
on Friday as 'misleading.’

He said he was issuing the
statement to remove misgiv-
ings and also to explain the
actual situation as per con-
cerned article and its clau-

ses,
Haranath Bain

BARISAL, Dec 9: Bangla-
desh Awami League executive
committee member and
former member of Parlia-
ment Haranath Bain died of
old age complications last
night at his village home at
Uzirpur. He was 70, reports
BSS.

Haranath Bain. a veteran
peasant leader, was elected
member of Parliament on
Awami League ticket in 1973.
He was also elected a provin-
cial assembly member as an

independent candidate in 1
970.

Haranath Bain left behind
his wife, three sons, four
daughters and a host of
friends and political followers
to mourn his death.

Saudi embassy

car set ablaze

By Staff Correspondent

Unidentified persons at
Baridhara set fire to a car of
an Assistant Counsellor of
Saudi embassy in the city late
Friday night.

The attackers in an auto-
rickshaw rushed to the road
in front of house No 73, Block-
K. Baridhara, where the car
(DaSaDa-313) was parked at
about 9 pm. They sprinkled
petrol on the car and set it on
fire and left the scene, accord-
ing to police.

The cause of the attack
could not be known till last
night. Police was investigating
the incident. A case has been
filed with Gulshan thana in
this connection, police said.

A grief-stricken

South Kurean man t"ell to the gmund in

downtown Seoul yesterday. He was taking part in a
demonstration to denounce the 1980 Kwangju mas-

sacre.

— AFP/UNB photo

Jatiya Party
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Hasnat addressed a rally at
Mohakhali.

Moudud Ahmed said that a
solution to the present polit-
ical impasse lies with the PM
as her resignation might
open up avenues for bringing
an end to the crisis.

If President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas. after the resig-
nation of the PM, offered the
Opposition scope for a dia-
logue then they might dis-
cuss the modalities of the
caretaker government, said
Kari Zalar Ahmed,

Uruguay Round
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in future,” the meeting rec-
ommended.

Due to the absence of the
local consultant. the commit-
tee. headed by Commerce
Secretary M Asafuddowlah,
also decided to give the re-
sponsi-bility of carrying out
the study on textile to Syed
Tanvir Hossain. Joint Secre-
tary (Plan-ning) of the Textile

Ministry, who also heads the
Textile Strategic Manage-
ment Unit of the Textile
Ministry.

It has also instructed the
consultant responsible for re-
port on Agriculture and Sani-
tary agreement to submit his
work by December 31 this

According to sources, the
workplan was earlier resche-
duled as it did not progress
accnrding to the original

Jordan expels

Iranian diplomat

AMMAN, Dec 9: Jordan has
led an Iranian diplomat
accused of plotting an am-
bush of Israeli tourists at the
ancient city of Petra, senior
diplomatic sources said to-
day, reports Reuter.

BNP nomination
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party nominations.

On Friday, five applications
of the Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia submitted.
Applications of most of the
ministers and ex-MPs of the
ruling party were submitted
on the day while others had
submitted theirs earlier.

The highest number of ap-
plications — eight — were re-
ceived at the BNP's Naya Pal-
tan central office for the
Bianibazar-Gopalganj (Sylhet)
constituency while there were
single candidates for several
constituencies including
Bhola-4 for which the DUCSU
AGS Nazimuddin Alam ap-
plied.

The new faces seeking BNP
nominations include: Televi-
sion newscaster Afzal H Khan,
journalist Borhan Ahmed,
DUCSU GS Khairul Kabir
Khokon. former and present
JCD leaders Shamsuzzaman
Dudu. Mosharraf Ahmed
Thakur, Takdir Hossain Mo-
hammad Jasim. Ilias Ali,
Shahiduddin Choudhury
Anny, Fazlul Haq Milon,
Shirin Sultana and Helen
Zerin Khan.

EC oﬁce in Ctg set on fire
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sharai thana area), Chitta-
gong-2 (Sitakunda) thana),
Chittagong-3 (Sandwip tha-
na), Chittagong-7 (Rangunia
thana) and Chittagong-9
(Kot-wali thana area) respec-
tively, the EC official said.

Police and Election Com-
mission officials said about
30 youths who came from a
passing procession attacked
the EC office and blasted
cocktails outside it before
going up to the top floor.
They allegedly set fire to the
records and furniture by
pouring petrol carried in a
container, police and EC of-
ficials said.

Fire-fighting personnel
rushed to the spot, but the
fire was put out by the peo-
ple who came from the sur-
rounding residential build-
ings, fire brigade sources
said.

 Hundreds of people from
the surrounding areas thro-

ed the spot when the EC
office was set ablaze by the
armed activists who hur-
riedly fled from the scene
before arrival of a large con-

tingent of police, accompa-
nied by BDR. The EC office

was unguarded before the at-
tack.

Police said none was ar-
rested so far in connection
with the incident but efforts
were on to nab the activists
responsible. Investigation
was on to find out the politi-
cal identity of those activists,

any activists or political

party, Kotwali police said.
However, local BNP bla-

In the capital, sporadic
cracker explosions, burning
and damaging of vehicles,
chase and counter chase be-
tween pro-hartal activists and
police marked the first da}r of
the hartal.

All modes of transports
excepting rickshaws stayed
off the roads. Though the
hartal callers exempted rick-
shaws from the hartal from 5
pm to 5 am, rickshaws in
small number started plying
since the morning. The
movement of rickshaws in-
creased with every passing
hour.

Shops and private busi-
ness houses remained closed.
Many garments factories
were, however, seen operat-
ing as usual. _

- At least four rickshaws
were set on fire and an au-
torickshaw was damaged by
pro-hartal pickets in Gulistan
and Mohakhali areas. Mafizur
Rahman, a rickshawpuller,
whose vehicle was burnt, re-
ceived burn injury while try-
ing to put out the fire.

Kavita, 6, and her eight-
month old brother Bijoy were
injured when pickets ex-
ploded cocktails at Kellar
Mor at Lalbagh. They were
admitted to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

Abul Hussain, a traffic
sergeant, received injuries in
his right hand when a bomb
went off near Baby Icecream
Factory at at about
1:30 pm, said police. He was
rushed to the Police Hospital.

At Palashi crossing, police
resorted to lathi charge and
lobbed tear gas shells to dis-

se a group of agitating
p:rkm ﬁ' the AL-backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League

(BCL). One BCL worker,
Dollar, was injured.

There were also chase and
counter-chase between police
and JP activists at Mohakhali
at around 11 am, after a rick-
shaw was set ablaze there.
Police picked up three ac-

~ fected

mrisis from the spo

Railway cummuni:at!un
was disrupted due to the har-
tal. Four inter-city trains
which left Kamalapur station
in the city could not reach
their destinations as those
were stopped by pickets at
various places.

Afazuddin, driver and Abul -
.Hussain,

fireman ol
Mymensingh-bound inter-city
train — Isha Khan — were
injured when it came under
attack by a mob at Banani.
The mob threw stones and
brick bats, said inesses.
Both of them were sent to the
Railway Hospital for treat-

A news agency report said.
train communication was af-
in Lalmonirhat,
Parbatipur and Dinajpur sec-
tions as pickets put up barri-
cades.

Movement of trains in
Dhaka-Chittagong route was
also disrupted as pro-hartal
activists put up barricades at
various places. In Khulna,
train services were resched-
uled.

Operation of river trans-
ports was almost normal. said

th%eluc flights of the

Biman except the one in
Dhaka-Jessore route, operated
on schedule. All international
flights, except that of the
In Ehlttnm dcﬂm of
goods to and from the port
was as trucks could
not ply due to hartal.
and unloading of cargo i
the jetties, however, contin-
ued.

According to a news agency
report, pickets stormed and
ransacked the TNO office and
several other offices at the
Durgapur thana in Rajshahi.

Our Correspondent reports
from Khulna: Many mills and
factories including the
Newsprint Mills operated nor-
mally. Loading and unloading
of cargo at Mongla port con-
tinued as usual.

A big anti-hartal proces
sion was brought out jointly
by the Nationalist
Party (BNP). Juba Dal and

| Chhatra Dal in Kalabagan area

on Mirpur Road yesterday, a
press release said, reports

BSS.

The sts held a
meeting at a traffic stand
near Panthapath Square.

While the meeting was in

| progress 8 to 9 bombs were
hurled on it from a Awami I

League procession from Road
No 32, the press relcase said.

Jamal Sharif Hiru, mem-
ber national executive com-
mitiee of the BNFP. Abdul

' Malek, Sardar Tarun Saiful
Islam Sohel, convenor Dhan-

mondi thana Chhatra Dal and
Akhtar Hossain Niru ad-
dressed the meeting.

Hiru said the people will
resist ai amy cost the attempt
to foil the election schedule
which was announced by the

Election Comgjission as per |

Constitution.

The meeting over, the
procession dispersed at Kal-
abagan bus stand after pass-
ing through Science Labora-
t:i"y Green Road and Pan-
thapath, the press release
added.

Hazari to contest

polls as independent
candidate

Awami League leader and
former MP Joynal Abedin
Hazari will contest the forth-
coming national elections as
an independent candidate
from two seats, reports UNB.

Hazari, who is now in Syl-
het jail, sent a letter through
the jail authority to the Re-
turning Officer of Feni on De-

cember 6, seeking coopera-
tion in filing his nomination

pers.

In his hand written letter
a copy of which was made
available to UNB yesterday.
Hazari said he is interested
in contesting from Feni-|
and 2 constituencies in the
parliamentary polls.

He requested the Return-
ing Officer to take necessary

steps so that he can file the |

nomination papers in time_
"As | sincerely want to
contest the January 18 elec-
tions . | request you to send
all necessary papers related

to polls on an emergency ba-
sis.” the letter said.

i

OICm-adhghh(hhﬁ

CONAKRY. Dec 9 Muslim foreign ministers began a
five-day meeting in the west African state of Guinea today

with host President Lansana Conte urging vigilance
militant fundamentalism. Conte, vice-president of

certain extremists” who were giving Islam a bad name.

ports Reuter.

BNP denies link
with attack on
AL meet

Afsar Ahmed Siddiqui,
Vice President of the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP). yesterday strongly
condemned and protested
press reports and a campaign
made by a certain quarter
that the BNP was involved in
the bomb attack on the
Awami League meeting at
Panthapath on December 7.
reports BSS.

In a statement Siddiqui
sald the BNP which has been
making efforts to resolve the
current peolitical crisis
through discussions could
not be associated with any
dirty work like attacking
Awami League meeting with
bombs. He said, even any
front organisation of the BNP
could not be involved in such
heinous activities.

Woman strangled
in city

from a ditch at Holan in Dak-
shinkhan area at about 12:30

pm.
According to FIR, cut in-

juries were found in the face,

thigh and other parts of the
body. y

The cause of the alleged
murder could not be known
immediately. However, it m
also alleged that the girl
killed after being raped.

Her body was pent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy.

Or-
ganisation of the islamic Conference (OIC). told the open-
lngm-lmthﬂht-mlblut“tht“ﬂ

re-

DB to probe bus
fire incident

Monday t
claimed 12 ;
Police sources told
that Sub-Iinspector
cially handed over

liminary report
tant C

that Opposition programmes
are being folled by BNP ac-
tivists and low enforcing
agencies. This is neo-autoc-
racy. he said.

2 held in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two city JP activists, in-

cluding a former ward com-
missioner, were arrested from
Dhanmondi area in the city
Friday midnight.
The arrested are the former
of Ward No 48
Amzad Hossain Miah, 38, of
Zigatola, and Shafiullah, 35.
of West Nakhalpara.

Wall writings
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mum two Rl with fines.
m:cmn:nlidthuth:
offenders of these sections
might also be arrested with-
out any warrant as the sec-
tions are unbailable.
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